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LAGRANGE COUNTY

UNITED MARCHING BAND
Since the 1970s, 

Westview’s summer 
Marching Band program has 
participated in the Indiana 
State Fair Band Day. Th is 
performance allows summer 
marching band programs from 
all over the state to travel and 
compete at the Hoosier Lottery 
Grandstand in Indianapolis. Th is 
summer marks 31 consecutive 
years of participation for the 
Westview Marching Band, however, 
they’ve added a twist to this year’s 
competition: they’ve joined forces 
with the Lakeland Marching Band to 
compete at state. 

It is not unheard of for separate 
marching bands to join together 
at the Indiana State Fair Band 
Day. Nearly six years ago, groups 
of smaller schools participating at 
state began to join together and 
compete as one band. In this year’s 
competition, six out of the total 
37 groups are made up of multiple 
schools—some with as many as four 

schools combined into one 
band. Merging multiple 

school bands can 
be a helpful 

strategy when competing at State, 
as the additional members allow the 
group as a whole to better present 
their set. 

Th is merging strategy is a thought 
that Westview Band Director Mike 
Brown had considered for some time. 
However, the two other LaGrange 
County schools did not have summer 
marching band programs. It wasn’t 
until this last year that Lakeland 
hired a new band director who would 
reinstate the summer band program. 
Th is new director is Chance Varner, 
a Westview alum and one of Brown’s 
former students. 

Varner is an experienced 
teacher looking to build the music 

program at Lakeland and 
provide the students 

with opportunities 
that they haven’t had 
available to them 
in years. Lakeland’s 
marching band had 
not participated in 
the Indiana State Fair 
Band Day since 1988, 

but this would soon change. 
In August of 2022, Varner set 

up a lunch with Brown to discuss the 
band programs. Th at conversation 
drifted towards talks of a combined 
summer band program and 

participating in the Indiana State 
Fair Band Day. With excitement 
growing at the potential to merge the 
bands, the two directors fi ne-tuned 
the details and created a solid plan to 
present to the administration team 
at their respective schools. Both 
schools supported the combined 
summer band proposal—the 
LaGrange County United Marching 
Band was set in motion. 

As the program is completely 
voluntary, Brown and Varner were 
uncertain about the number of 
students who would join, or what 
instruments they would play. Th ese 
uncertainties were resolved as 
students began signing up for the 
program; with a total of 50 members, 
the program’s future began to look 
positive. 

Th e fi rst rehearsal for the 
band was held on May 30, with 
performances in various parades 
and festivals leading up to the state 
fair competition on August 4. Th ese 
performances included the Bremen 
Firemen’s Festival Parade (in which 
the combined band placed fi rst), the 
North Webster Mermaid Festival 
Parade, the Topeka 4th of July Parade, 
and the Westview Band’s annual Ice 
Cream Social Performance. With 
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their fi nal performance of the season 
at the state fair competition, the 
LaGrange County United Marching 
Band placed 33rd out of 37 total 
groups participating. 

Th e band’s show, entitled “Starry 
Night,” is comprised of original music 
written by Director Varner, inspired 
by Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry Night 
painting. Th e three musical numbers 
of the show each were composed to 
mimic a portion of the painting, from 
the dark background to the swirls in 
the sky above the village to the vivid 
yellow stars in the sky. 

To unify the band as one and 
better represent the Starry Night 
painting, a piece of fabric with a 
pattern similar to the painting was 
sewn onto each shako, or a marching 

band hat with a feather plume on 
top, and each member wore a plain 
black uniform.

Th e choreography for the 
repertoire was designed as a way 
to introduce the band members 
to numerous types of experiences 
within the modern marching band 
world. Rather than limiting the 
band’s movements to “old school” 
marching forms and shapes, 
the choreography includes body 
visuals that are inspired by ballet 
movements.

Th roughout the season, the band 
encountered a couple of unforeseen 
issues; nevertheless, both directors 
view the whole experience as an 
overwhelming success. Once the 
school year starts again, Westview 

and Lakeland will part ways and 
march as two separate bands 
representing their own schools. Th e 
two bands will unite again, as they 
plan to perform the Starry Night 
show together at a Lakeland football 
game and a Westview soccer game 
later this fall. 

A big congratulations to the 
Westview Warriors and the Lakeland 
Lakers for coming together this 
summer to represent LaGrange 
County at the Indiana State Fair 
Band Day! 

This page made possible by the

van Gogh, V. (1889) Th e Starry Night [Painting]. Museum of Modern Art, New York City, NY, United States. 
Adobe Stock photo 

Photos by Chloe Lovell
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Th e Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
fi rst insertion for such advertising.

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for October 2023 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, September 19

Th ursday, September 14 if you need a proof.

October Issue Date is Tuesday, September 26.

Discounts for ads running more than once.
Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
Size width x height Rate

 1/12 page  .................. 23/8" x 23/8" ...............$45

 1/6 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 47/8"
or (Horizontal)  . 47/8" x 23/8" ...............$85

 1/3 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 97/8"
or (Square) .... 47/8" x 47/8" ............$160

 1/2 page ................... 73/8" x 47/8" ............$225

 2/3 page ................... 47/8" x 97/8" ............$300

 Full Page* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$400

 Inside Front* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Inside Back* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Back Cover* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$600
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call or email for a complete media kit.

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

Th ere’s No “I” in “Team”
My family and I got together for 

a cookout the other weekend as a 
“house-warming party” to celebrate 
the move into my house earlier this 
year. Typically for family cookouts, we 
meet at my parents’ house. Th is time, 
I hosted everyone in my home. It was 
the fi rst large gathering of people I’ve 
had since I moved in and I wanted it 
to go smoothly. I spent far more time 
cleaning the house than I needed to 
since most of the day was spent outside. 

Although it was more of a relaxed 
family get-together than a party, I was 
nervous to host seven adults and two 
children. But I momentarily forgot 
how team-oriented my family is. My 
parents provided much of the food for 
the cookout, along with the outdoor 
seating. My sisters off ered to help 
prepare any dishes that were unfi nished 
and set everything out on the counter. 

After a good day of catching up and 
enjoying the weather, everyone decided 
it was time to head home. Before 
leaving, everyone helped clean up the 
yard of kid’s toys and lawn chairs and 
put away the leftover food. We were 
done in no time—much faster than if I 
were to do everything myself. 

Sometimes, working with a team 
is much better than working alone. 
On a team, you can build each other 
up, help others, and discover the best 
way to reach a common goal. Working 

together can make one situation better 
for everyone as a whole, as opposed to 
working alone. 

As summer ends and Westview 
students start another school year, we 
already have an inside view of the ways 
they are exercising teamwork. Over the 
summer and early in the school year, we 
see students learning to work together 
in classroom activities, on a sports 
team, and joining forces with a fellow 
county band. 

How exciting that we get to see 
what else the Westview students are up 
to and what lessons they’ll learn now 
that school is back in session!

As always, feel free to write us to 
let us know what articles and content 
you would like to see. We love to hear 
from our readers and explore new 
topics! We’d also love to partner with 
area businesses to bring you editorial 
content that appeals to you. Please 
send your thoughts, comments, and 
recommendations to Th e Hometown 
Treasure, PO Box 70, Shipshewana 
IN 46565, or email them to 
news@lagwana.com.

Best Wishes,

Chloe Lovell
Th e Hometown Treasure Editor

Th e Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,000

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 260-463-7257 
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during offi  ce hours:
 Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm

Hometown Treasure Staff 
Dan Byler, General Manager
Sabrina Doss, Dept Manager

Chloe Lovell, Editor

Abby Wenger, Photographer

Jeremy Anderson & Chloe Lovell, Layout

Marsha Patrick & Sara O’Haver, Customer Service

Cassie Reed, Proofi ng

Cyd Woolet & Tamar Wilkins, Graphic Designer

Erika Byler, Word Search

Rod Lantz, Cary Peters & Kimberly Hays, Sales
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Look No 
Further!

Picture Pawfect Puppies 
Transportation

Samuel & Rachel Chupp 269-625-5099 USDA License

Are you looking 
for someone to take your 
puppies to the airport? 

We will book your fl ight and take your 
puppy to the airport! We also offer 

nanny fl ights as well!

Book Your

Vacation
Now

Call Us For More Information

574-215-9335

ABOUT THE PROPERTY
Newly remodeled 3 bedroom, 1.5 bath open 
concept cottage located on Waldron Lake in 
Rome City, Indiana. Bring your boat and enjoy this 
beautiful northern Indiana lake with great fi shing 
and swimming during the day and the fi re pit and 
charcoal grill in the evening.

EXCLUSIVE FEATURES
• Boat Dock
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• 3 Bed / 1.5 Bath

• Laundry Room
• Modern Kitchen
• Charcoal Grill

• Access to a total of 4 lakes
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by Kim Ray Mishler

Th is page sponsored by

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com

Keep It Up!
Allow me to recap a recent day in my 

life. It was a warm summer day, and my 

husband and I set out to run errands. 

I saw a shop owner at a local market 

who was currently on the upswing 

of a cancer battle. Her prognosis was 

optimistic. Knowing she had been 

going through treatment, I was glad 

for the opportunity to see how she was 

doing. We spoke briefl y, but I left there 

marveling at her tenacity and positive 

attitude despite this setback in her life. 

Would I be as strong as her if I faced the 

battle she did?

From there, we made a stop at 

the Mercantile. On the sidewalk, we 

bumped into a couple whom we hadn’t 

seen for a long time. Th ey are in their 

80’s and look fabulous. It was so fun 

to catch up with them. We reminisced 

about old times, which eventually 

evolved into one of those “time goes 

so fast” conversations. Th e Lord has 

been good to them, and they weren’t 

shy about acknowledging His blessings. 

Do I live a grateful life as they do, 

willing to proclaim it to others?

After our shopping 

excursion, we visited friends with 

a newborn baby. Th e baby snuggles 

were delightful, but we were just 

as blessed by our conversation with 

his parents. Like our family, the span 

between their youngest child and their 

newborn is 10 years. Swapping stories 

and discussing how God has built our 

families was good for my soul. Th ey are 

thankful for this new blessing in their 

life. Do I speak of my family with as 

much admiration as they did?

We rounded out our evening at 

a picnic held by friends. My lawn 

chair landed next to a man who owns 

businesses in our community. I don’t 

know him well, but he knew me enough 

to know I had written a novel. He 

inquired about the book. I shared my 

story of God’s inspiration to write a 

novel. He shared several of his success 

stories that were made possible only 

through God’s divine intervention. He 

affi  rmed my gifts by telling me about 

his experiences and encouraged me to 

keep writing. Do I call out the gifts in 

others and encourage them?

Th ese brief encounters left a lasting 

impact on me. Before bed, I recounted 

this with Jesus and thanked him for 

all the people he brought into my 

life that day. All of them were from 

diff erent walks of life. All of them were 

experiencing the fullness of life in 

unique ways. All of them encouraged 

me. All of them testifi ed to the   

goodness of God. 

A few months after the Apostle Paul 

left the new church in Th essalonica, 

he sent his friend Timothy back to 

check up on them. Th ey faced much 

opposition, and he was concerned that 

their young faith would falter. Timothy 

found them in good spirits, serving the 

people well and being faithful witnesses 

to the gospel.

Th e New Testament books of 1st 

and 2nd Th essalonians are Paul’s epistle 

to them. In 1 Th ess. 5:11, Paul affi  rms 

them by saying, “Th erefore encourage 

one another and build one another up, 

just as you are doing.”

On that hot summer day, I felt 

like a Th essalonian. Th ose living 

in my community took the time 

to strengthen and affi  rm me. 

Shipshewana? Topeka? Th e 

Th essalonian spirit can take shape 

anywhere. Keep encouraging and 

building each other up, just as you 

are doing! Stock Photo
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Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5

Miller’s 

Electrical

Services

Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558

RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More

7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., Th urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

Blue Gate Restaurant 
Part-time or Full-time
3 to 5 times per week
Saturdays / some evenings required

Server 
Earning potential - $150 to $300 per day
Must be at least 18 years old.

Dishwasher
Pay rate up to $13.00 per hour.
Must be at least 16 years old.

Buffet Attendant 
Pay rate up to $16.00 per hour.
Must be at least 16 years old.

APPLY TODAY!
We offer a ride to & from work, 

Blue Gate Restaurant 
105 E. Middlebury St. 

Shipshewana, IN 

Food Prep Worker
Pay rate up to $16.00 per hour.
Must be at least 18 years old.

Host
Pay rate up to $15.00 per hour.
Must be at least 17 years old.

Blue Gate Bakery
3rd Shift Baker/ Donut Maker
Work up to 5 times per week.
Saturdays required!
Pay rate up to $17.00 per hour.
Hours 10:00 pm until 6:00 am
Some experience is preferred!
Must be at least 18 years old.

BLUE GATE 
RESTAURANT

BLUE GATE 
BAKERY

BLUE GATE 
GARDEN INN
Blue Gate Garden Inn
Work up to 5 times per week.
Saturdays required!
Housekeeper
Part-time 
Pay rate up to $16.00 per hour.
Hours 9:00 am until 3:00 pm
Must be at least 16 years old.

Breakfast 
Attendant/cook
Part-time
Pay rate up to $14.00 per hour.
Hours 7:00 am until 11:00 am
Must be at least 16 years old.
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Smart Choices

Sponsored by

260-593-2252 • 101 N Main. St. • Topeka, IN

By Brady Roth, PharmD Candidate at Topeka Pharmacy

Eating Good Fats Keeps You Healthy: Omega-3s
Did you know certain fats called 

omega-3 fats can reduce your risk of 

heart attack and lower your blood 

pressure? Most Americans do not get 

enough of these fats in their diets, but 

we can change that!

What are omega-3 fats?
Omega-3s are good, essential fats 

that must come from foods, as the 

body cannot make these fats. Th ere are 

three main types of these “good fats” 

called eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA), 

docosahexaenoic acid (DHA), and alpha-

linolenic acid (ALA). Th ese fats help keep 

the heart, brain, and eyes healthy!

Why are omega-3s important?
Getting enough omega-3s can 

help prevent a variety of health 

complications. Th ese fats can lower the 

risk of stroke by lowering blood pressure 

and triglycerides. Th ey can also lower the 

risk of blood clots and even some forms 

of cancer. Omega-3s can help the brain 

with learning, memory, and blood fl ow, 

decreasing the risk of dementia and 

Alzheimer’s disease.

What about diabetes?
Th ese “good fats” can be especially 

helpful to a person with diabetes. Having 

diabetes increases the risk of developing 

heart disease, stroke and dementia.

Regular intake of omega-3s may 

decrease these risks for people 

with diabetes.

What if I’m pregnant?
Omega-3s are very important 

for expecting mothers. Not only do 

they provide benefi ts to the mother’s 

health, but they are essential for the 

healthy development of the baby’s eyes 

and brain. Th ey may also lower the risk 

of giving birth too early!

How can I get more omega-3s in 
my diet?

Omega-3s can be added to the diet 

in a variety of ways. One of the best 

ways is by eating fatty fi sh. Fish with 

high levels of omega-3s include salmon, 

mackerel, lake trout, and albacore tuna, 

but all fi sh have some level of omega-

3s! Fish should be eaten twice weekly to 

make sure there is an adequate level of 

omega-3 in the body.

But I hate fi sh!
Some plant foods have higher levels 

of ALA omega-3s including ground 

fl axseed, fl axseed oil, chia seeds, canola 

oil, and walnuts. Omega-3 supplements 

are also a reliable way to obtain adequate 

amounts of EPA and DHA omega-3s. 

Look for omega-3 supplements that have 

a combined DHA and EPA total of 250-

500mg per dose. 

Pharmacists are a great source of 

information to help keep us healthy. Th ey 

can direct you to the supplement that 

best supports your health goals.  Topeka 

Pharmacy has pharmacists ready to 

help! Stop by or call 260-593-

2252 to learn more! 
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Ships
hewana

est. 1922

Shipshewana

345 S Van Buren St
Shipshewana, IN

260-768-4129
ShipshewanaAuction.com

A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S !A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S ! 
All  kinds of fowl, poultry, small animals, pets,

produce, baked goods, antiques & more.

Swap Meets
Food

Vendors
SAT., SEPT. 16, 2023

OPEN FROM DAYLIGHT - 1:00 PM

Ships
hewana

est. 1922

qppp morooooo e.oodsdss,, , ,,, ana tuce, bakakakedee
Space size: 20' x 25'
Cost per Space: $20
Parking/Vehicle: $5

2023 Remaining Dates:
Sep 16

& Oct 21 345 S Van Buren St • Shipshewana, IN
260-768-4129

ANTIQUE 
AUCTION

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9 AM YEAR-ROUND

Antiques, collectibles, 
furniture, primitives, 

glassware, books, 
advertising & more!

Call to consign antiques 
and miscellaneous items.

SHIPSHEWANA

Open Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays
Enjoy local favorites & specials each week.

260-768-4129

ShipshewanaFleaMarket.com
260-768-4129

Labor Day Extended Flea MarketLabor Day Extended Flea Market
Sept. 4th, 5th & 6th | Open 8am - 4pm each day!Sept. 4th, 5th & 6th | Open 8am - 4pm each day!

Ships
hewana

est. 1922

MIDWEST’SMIDWEST’S

LARGESTLARGEST
FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET

Vendors

Wanted!

Auction Restaurant

Shipshewana
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M NEYWise

Th is article was written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMS®, 

120 N Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 

46565, PH: 260-768-4348. Edward Jones, 

Member SIPC.

Should You Downsize When You Retire?
When you retire, you’ll experience 

many changes—should one of them 
involve your living arrangements?

Th e issue of downsizing is one 
that many retirees will consider. If 
you have children, and they’ve grown 
and left the home, you might fi nd 
yourself with more space than you 
really need. Of course, this doesn’t 
necessarily mean you must pack up 
and scale down yourself. You might 
love your home and neighborhood 
and see no reason to go. But if you’re 
open to a change, you could fi nd that 
moving to a smaller house, a condo 
or an apartment may make sense for 
you.

Let’s consider some of the 
advantages of downsizing:

You Could Save Money 
Moving to a smaller space could 

lower your utility bills and upkeep 
costs.

You Could Save Eff ort
A smaller home will mean less 

maintenance and cleaning.
You Could De-Clutter

Over the years, most of us 
accumulate more possessions than we 
really need. Downsizing gives you a 
chance to de-clutter. And you can do 
some good along the way, too, because 
many charitable organizations will 
welcome some of your items.  

You Could Make Money
If you’ve had your home for many 

years, it’s certainly possible that 
it’s worth more—perhaps a great 
deal more—than what you paid for 

it. So, when you sell it, you 
could pocket a lot of money—
possibly without being taxed 
on the gains. Generally, if 
you’ve lived in your home for 
at least two years in the fi ve-
year period before you sold it, 
you can exclude $250,000 of 
capital gains, if you’re single, or 
$500,000 if you’re married and 
fi le taxes jointly. (You’ll want to 
consult with your tax advisor, 
though, before selling your 
home, to ensure you’re eligible 
for the exclusion, especially if 
you do own multiple homes. 
Issues can arise in connection 
with determining one’s 
“primary” residence.)

While downsizing does 
off er some potentially big benefi ts, 
it can also entail some drawbacks. 
First of all, it’s possible that your 
home might not be worth as much 
as you had hoped, which means you 
won’t clear as much money from the 
sale as you anticipated. Also, if you 
still were paying off  a mortgage on 
your bigger home, you may have been 
deducting the interest payments 
on your taxes—a deduction that 
might be reduced or lost to you if 
you purchase a less-expensive condo 
or become a renter. Besides these 
fi nancial factors, there’s the ordinary 
hassle of packing and moving. And if 
you’re going to a much smaller living 
space, you may not have much room 
for family members who want to visit 

or occasionally spend the night. 
So, as you can see, you’ll need 

to weigh a variety of fi nancial, 
practical and emotional issues when 
deciding whether to downsize. And 
you will also want to communicate 
your thoughts to grown children 
or other family members who may 
someday have reason to be involved 
in your living space. In short, it’s a big 
decision—so give it the attention it 
deserves. 

Stock Photo
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LaGrange County LaGrange County 
LibraryLibrary

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.
Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Th is page sponsored by

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444
M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841

M - Th  • 9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
Friday • 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com

Youth Department
Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5) Th eme: Classic Stories

LaGrange • Tuesdays, Sept. 5, 12, 19, and 26  • 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana • Tuesdays, Sept. 5, 12, 19, and 26 • 1 p.m.
Topeka • Wednesdays, Sept. 6, 13, 20, and 27 • 11 a.m.

Teen Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange • Monday, September 11 • 4–7:45 p.m.

We will be learning new board or card games and playing our favorites. 
Come enjoy some non-electronic games while snacking and chatting 

with other teens! No registration needed.

Elementary Book Club (Grades 1-3)
LaGrange • Tuesday, September 19 • 4–4:45 p.m.

We will discuss "Meet Yasmin!," do a fun activity, and pass out 
the next book club book. Sign up by checking out the book in the 

youth department.

Middle Grade Book Club (Grades 4-7)
LaGrange • Tuesday, September 19 • 4–4:45 p.m.

We will discuss "Frindle," do a fun activity, and pass out the next book 
club book. Sign up by checking out the book in the youth department.

Movie and Popcorn (All Ages)
LaGrange • Friday, September 22  • 6 p.m. 

Movie: Th e Little Mermaid (2023). No registration required. Free 
popcorn provided. Bring your own covered drink if desired.

Teen  Book Chat  & Craft (Grades 8-12)
LaGrange • Monday, September. 25 • 4–5:30 p.m.

We will be discussing "Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children" by 
Ransom Riggs and making a fun craft. We will also be talking about 

plans for teens at the library and passing out the book for next month. 
Sign up by checking out the book in the youth department.

Adult Interest
Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)
LaGrange • Saturday, September 9 • 11 a.m.

Th is month we’ll discuss "A Tale for the Time Being" by Ruth Ozeki. A 
novelist is drawn into the story of a lonely Japanese teenager through 

objects washed ashore after the 2011 tsunami. Copies of the book are 
available at the LaGrange Library’s Adult Information Desk.

Adult Interest (continued)
Counted Cross Stitch (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Second Mondays • 6 p.m.

Monday, September 11: Candy Corn; Monday, October 9: Autumn Leaf; 
Monday, November 13: Snowman. Shelby Jarema will teach this fun 

30-minute class. Participants will make one cute seasonal pattern each 
month. All materials supplied. Cost is $5 per class. Register for one 

class, or for all three! Register at Adult Services Desk or 
call 260-463-2841 x1030.

Painting with Carl Mosher (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Friday, September 15 • 1–4 p.m.

Even if you've never painted before, you'll be amazed at what you're 
capable of! Carl will supply all the materials. Cost is $25 payable to Carl 

at class. Classes fi ll fast—Call today to sign up! Register at the Adult 
Services Desk or call 260-463-2841 x1030.

Patchwork Trails – Mike Metz Fen (All Ages)
Pine Knob Park, 2935 W SR 120, Howe • Tues., Sept. 19 • 6 p.m. 

Patchwork Trails combines exercise, education, friendship, and fun! 
Each walk will showcase seasonal beauty unique to each property. 

We’ll look at what’s blooming, what’s singing, what’s fl ying, and what’s 
underfoot. Walks will be led by Leslie Arnold of LaGrange Co. Parks & 

Recreation. No fees or registration required, just meet at the designated 
starting point.

Make and Take with Deb (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Wednesday, September 20 • 6 p.m.

We will be making a Fall Gnome Door Hanger. Celebrate the fall season 
with this happy little gnome on your front door, or inside! Cost is $18 
per person, all materials supplied. Registration and non-refundable 

deposit of $10 due at the Adult Services Desk by September 11.

Cookbook Club
LaGrange • Saturday, September 23 • 11 a.m.

Cookbook Club is a great way to meet new people and try new things! 
Check out the cookbook of the month at LaGrange's Adult Services 

Desk. Choose a recipe, cook it, and bring it to the Cookbook Club 
Carry-In. Plates, silverware, coff ee, and tea will be provided. Cookbook 

Club mets on the 4th Saturday of each month. Families welcome.

Below are the events planned for September 2023.
All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions, 

please call the LaGrange library for further information.

All library locations will be 
CLOSED 

Monday, September 4 
in observance of Labor Day.
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September 
Events

Sewing Group
Wed., September 27 • 9:30 am–3:30 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $5, given back to Parks

Open to anyone! Bring your sewing 
machine. Get help and direction with 
a project, share ideas with others, and 
make new friends. Please bring a sack 
lunch and munchie to share. RSVP to 
Linda Grobis at 260-351-3609.

Folk Jams
Sunday, September 24 • 1:30–5 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Jams are mostly folk, country, and 
bluegrass music with other styles 
occasionally added. Bring a snack 
to share if you’d like. For more 
information, contact Erv Troyer at 260-
463-2247 or by email at reo43@aol.com. 

Patchwork Trails
Tuesday, September 19 • 6 pm

Mike Metz Fen • Pine Knob Clubhouse
2825 E SR 120, Howe, IN

Ending the Patchwork Trail season 
at the fen is becoming tradition. Join 
us to walk the newly dedicated Mike 
Metz Fen boardwalk trail. We will plan 
to walk roughly one mile of the trail. 
Participants can walk the full two mile 
trail on their own if they choose. Th e 
trail is ADA accessible. Th is trail is full 
exposure to the elements, so check the 
weather and dress accordingly. 

For Preschool and Lower Elementary 
Teachers & Nature Educators, the 
Growing Up WILD virtual training will 
take place on Th ursday, October 5 
from 6–8 pm. Registration is required. 
Th e training, hosted in partnership with 
the Forest School Teacher Institute,  
involves an online discussion of 
activities and adaptations,  indoor vs. 
outdoor challenges and opportunities, 
and the benefi ts of kinder forest. 

Participants will be given “homework” 
activities to try prior to the virtual 
training. Th e “homework” must be 
completed and emailed/mailed to the 
Naturalist before the training. Call the 
Park Office at 260-854-2225 to register.

Th e fi rst 20 to register may receive a 
FREE copy of the Growing Up WILD 
guidebook. Th e guidebook  must be 
picked up between September 122 at the 
Park Office. The guidebook may also be 
purchased online at Acorn Naturalists or 
www.fishwildlife.org/products. Certifi cations 
will be mailed to participants who 
completed the “homework” and attended 
the online portion. Check out the Forest 
School Teacher Institute’s classes at 
www.forestteacher.org. 

18-Hole Disc Golf Tournament 
Saturday, October 14 • Delt Church Park

6455 S 200 W, Wolcottville, IN
Th is event is geared for experienced 
tournament players. If you are a 
beginning level player or are interested in 
learning how to play, this event would be 
fun to watch and pick up tips! Watch the 
Parks Dept. website and social media for 
more information as tournament details 
are fi nalized, or call the Park Offi  ce at 
260-854-2225.  

Every Trail Fitness Walking Club
Saturday, September 2 •  9 am
Park Offi  ce • Dallas Lake Park 

0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, IN
Park Staff  will be present to record 
participation and answer any questions. 
Walk at your own pace and choose your 
distance. Dress for the weather and 
bring water. Insect repellent, sunscreen, 
sunglasses or a hat are recommended. 
Walking may improve your strength, 
mood, sleep, and heart health.

Delt Church Playground Craft
Saturday, September 9 •  11 am

Delt Church Playground 
6455 S 200 W, Wolcottville, IN

A Naturalist will have a free craft table 
set up at the Delt Church Playground. 
Th e crafts will be fun for all ages and are 
designed to be a simple make and take 
activity. If there is rain or storms, the 
free craft table will be canceled. 

Quilt Class
Saturday, September 9 • 9 am–3 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
4550 E 100 S, LaGrange, IN

Fee: $25 ($5 is given back to Parks)
Huckleberry: Th is pattern is a split 
block. Half of the diagonal is a star 
and the other half is up to you. 
Registration is required. Instructions 
are  provided  upon registration. To 
register, call the Park Offi  ce at 260-854-
2225. For more information, contact 
instructors Julia Wolheter at 260-
367-1449, or Ira Johnson at 260-367-
1438. Please bring a sack lunch and/or 
potluck contribution.  

Growing Up 
WILD 
Virtual 

Training

Photo Submitted
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SHIPSHE
NUTRITION

505 E North Village Drive
Shipshewana, IN 46565

shipshewanafi tness.com

260-768-4705

Exercise
Hydro Massage Bed

Sauna
Tanning

Herbalife Products
WelcomeWelcome 

Silver Sneakers!Silver Sneakers!
Renew Active.Renew Active.

Cardio & Strength         Training in 30 MinutesCardio & Strength         Training in 30 Minutes

• Paver Patios
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Walkways

• Paver Driveways
• Outdoor Living Spaces
• Plant Beds
• Retaining Walls

• Lawn Installation
• Water Features
• Landscape Lighting

Creating Outdoor Living Spaces
Since 1993

574-825-8873574-825-8873
www.daveslawnscaping.com
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Skye Growcock graduated ninth 
overall in the Class of 2023 at Westview 
Junior/Senior High School and is 
attending Indiana University South 
Bend with a focus on radiology and 
health sciences. On top of academics, 
she was a four-year cheerleader, played 
volleyball, sang in the school choir, 
served on Student Council and in 
National Honor Society, and was a 4-H 
Dog Club exhibitor.

Growcock had an unoffi  cial start in 
healthcare by helping to take care of her 
mother, who suff ered a severe stroke in 
the fall of 2020. Th at event sparked a 
desire to pursue healthcare as a career 
and after shadowing with clinicians at 
Parkview LaGrange Hospital, Growcock 
became interested in X-ray and 
ultrasound technology.

LaGrange County students seeking healthcare careers received a boost this year from the Parkview LaGrange 
Foundation’s annual scholarship program. High school seniors Skye Growcock and Mallory Mynhier and college freshman 
Katelyn Eash were selected to receive $1,000 scholarships. Th e scholarship fund is supported by income from the Parkview 
LaGrange Hospital gift shop and the generosity of donors and is managed through the Parkview LaGrange Foundation.

“Th ese students show that the future of healthcare remains bright,” said Jennifer Ledger, grateful patient coordinator at 
Parkview Foundation. “All three recipients this year are already providing care to others, exemplifying the heart and spirit 
of service we look for in future co-workers in the industry.”

LaGrange County Students 
Receive Healthcare Scholarships

Photos Submitted

Mallory Mynhier has already 
started her healthcare career prior to 
graduation while working part-time as 
both a home health aide and a nursing 
home aide. She will be attending 
Indiana University Purdue University 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) to pursue a 
nursing degree and hopes to work 
in pediatrics.

Mynhier fi nished 11th overall in 
her class at Lakeland Junior/Senior 
High School, where she was a captain 
of the cheer team and involved with 
numerous extracurriculars including 
National Honor Society, Interact 
Club, Spirit Club, and Night to Shine, 
among others.

Katelyn Eash has been a Parkview 
co-worker since starting as a patient 
care technician at Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital in December 2021 and is now 
serving as a student nurse assistant. 
During high school, she was enrolled 
in the Health Occupations Education 
program through Impact Institute 
before graduating with an academic 
honors and technical honors diploma 
from Prairie Heights Junior/Senior 
High School in the Class of 2022.

Eash has completed her freshman 
year at Indiana Wesleyan University, 
where she is pursuing a bachelor’s in 
nursing as well as a child advocacy 
certifi cate. She enjoys working 
alongside nurses now and aims to join 
their ranks as an oncology or obstetrics 
nurse at Parkview upon completion of 
her degree.

Applications for the 2024 scholarship cycle will open at the beginning of the year. Up to four scholarships are available 
each year for three high school students and one adult learner. 

If you are interested in supporting this fund, please visit www.parkview.com/GiveToPLH then select “Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital Scholarship Fund” in the drop-down box under “Gift Designation.” 
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Th e Shipshewana Area Historical Society (SAHS) will meet at 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, Sept. 18, in the Farver School Museum at 315N Morton 
St., Shipshewana.

Th e program will be presented by Al Yoder, our area historian. He 
will be sharing a power point about the Potawatomi Tribe that lived in 
the Shipshewana area. He will review how they lived, and where they 
were relocated to. Where are they now? How did we, the English settlers, 
infl uence the Native Americans?

Th e second part of Yoder’s program on the area of Shipshewana will 
be presented in the month of October. 

Make sure to bring a friend to enjoy this program. 

SAHS Presents:
Potawatomi Tribe in Shipshewana

Natalie Kauff man Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship Recipient

L a G r a n g e 
C o u n t y 
C o m m u n i t y 
F o u n d a t i o n 

is pleased to 
announce the 2023 
recipient of the Natalie 

Kauff man Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship, Olivia Mettert.

Th e $1,000 scholarship supports 
college students and non-traditional 
students pursuing a degree in 
nursing. Th e scholarship is open 
to students who have graduated 
from a LaGrange County high 
school or adults currently 
working in the healthcare fi eld 
in LaGrange County. Applicants 
must be accepted or enrolled in an 
accredited nursing program to be 
eligible.

Olivia is a 2020 graduate of 
Prairie Heights High School and is 
entering her senior year of nursing 
school at Purdue University in 
West Lafayette.  While at home 

the last two summers on break, she has 
worked for Parkview Health  in their 
student nurse program. Most recently, 
she worked in the Packnett Family 
Cancer Institute located on Parkview’s 
main campus in the infusion clinic.  

Mettert said on her scholarship 
application, “My hope and reasoning 
is to be a nurse that provides 
individualized and compassionate care 
for all individuals regardless of what 
their situation may be. By providing 

this compassionate and individualized 
care for all patients, their care will not 
only be optimal, but their lives may be 
changed by the experience that they 
have had.”

Th e scholarship honors Natalie 
Kauff man, a 2010 Lakeland High 
School graduate.  Natalie passed away 
on October 18, 2013, while a junior in 
the nursing program at IPFW. She had 
14 months left of her education. 

Natalie demonstrated love, 
respect, and compassion for others, 
and carried the belief that people 
are on earth to help each other. Th e 
Kauff man family established the 
scholarship to promote those ideals, 
support aspiring nurses, and continue 
Natalie’s legacy of helping others.  

Th e LaGrange County Community 
Foundation’s mission is to inspire and 
sustain generosity, leadership, and 
service. Founded in 1991, the Community 
Foundation connects people to charitable 
causes and provides resources to improve 
the quality of life in LaGrange County. 

L a
C o
C o m
F o

is
announc
recipien

Kauffm
S holarship

Melany Weaver, an experienced 
homeschool teacher would love to 
share her experience with others. After 
homeschooling all seven of her children 
from kindergarten to 12th grade, with 
her youngest just graduating last year, 
she wants to encourage new homeschool 
teachers as they begin the process. 
Overall, Melany wants parents to know 
that God gave you your children and you 
are more than qualifi ed to teach them. 
For questions or more information, you 
can contact Melany at 260-350-9776. 

Homeschooling Help

Photo Submitted
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Steve Weigel, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-8473

David E Sands, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Sheldon Q Shrock, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

120 North Harrison St.
Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-768-4348

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Angie Gibson
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

Dutch Coffee Cup
THE

Formerly Naomi’s Candies & Cafe 

300 Van Buren St 
Shipshewana, IN

Tuesday-Saturday
8:30am-3:00pm

Serving: Breakfast    8:30am - 11am
Lunch         11am - 3pm

New DrinksNew Drinks
Honey Cinnamon LatteHoney Cinnamon Latte

and Cookie Dough Latteand Cookie Dough Latte
Served Hot or ColdServed Hot or Cold

September Special

New Hours: Closed Mondays
Now Carrying Troyer’s Sweet Chocolate

We now have 
breakfast

all day!

|||

|
|

|Soup is back Soup is back 
on the menu on the menu 
starting 9/1.starting 9/1.
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Disler Leads Parkview Noble and 
Parkview LaGrange Hospitals
Parkview Health leaders have 

announced that Jordi Disler has taken 
on a new role within the health system. 
She is now serving as Parkview Health 
North market president, providing 
leadership for both Parkview Noble 
Hospital and Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital.

Disler succeeds Gary Adkins, 
who has retired after eight and a half 
years with Parkview Health and a long 
career in hospital executive leadership 
at Parkview Noble and, previously, 
Paulding County Hospital in Ohio.

Disler, the former president of 
Parkview LaGrange, has been serving 
as senior vice president and leader of 
the Neurosciences service line for the 
health system, a position she assumed 
in January this year. She had previously 
been at the helm of Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital for nearly seven years. 

“As we considered a new leader to 
fi ll the North market president role, 
we could think of no one better suited 
than Jordi,” said Greg Johnson, DO, 
MMM, CPE, regional market president 
for Parkview Health. “Jordi has been 
with Parkview nearly 22 years, and we 
are honored that she has chosen to 
continue her leadership journey in 
our North market. While she has 
done a fantastic job leading the 
Neuro service line, I have no doubt 
that her breadth of experience 
in this market will benefi t co-
workers at Parkview LaGrange 
and Parkview Noble hospitals, 
as well as the communities 
they serve.” 

In her new role, 
Disler will direct the 
eff orts of some 460 
hospital co-workers at 

Parkview Noble and Parkview LaGrange 
as well as foster a greater connection 
between providers and the community. 
In addition, she will focus on enhancing 
business and employer relationships 
and helping to create synergies that 
improve local quality of life. 

“I am so very honored to be 
serving Parkview Health’s North 
market,” said Disler. “I truly appreciate 
and look forward to working with 
the outstanding care teams at both 
hospitals as they continue their laser 
focus on providing exceptional care 
to their communities. I’m pleased to 
have built some enduring relationships 
over time, and I anticipate more 
wonderful opportunities to forge new 
relationships in both communities.” 

A lifelong resident of northwest 
Allen County, Disler has been married 
to her husband, Chris, for 28 years. 
He is the owner and president of 
Grabill Financial, a fi nancial services 
fi rm in Fort Wayne. Th eir 13-year-old 
Norwegian Elkhound, Loki, completes 

their family. In her 
leisure time, Disler 

enjoys traveling, 
s n o r k e l i n g , 

hiking and 
other outdoor 
activities, and 
reading. 

WestviewWestview’’ss 
2023-24 All 2023-24 All 

Sport PassesSport Passes
Westview All Sport Passes 

for the upcoming 2023-24 
school year will be sold at the 
Westview Athletic Offi  ce during 
school hours—8:00 a.m. until 
3:15 p.m.—beginning Tuesday, 
August 1. Passes will also be 
available during registration 
hours.

All Sport Passes will allow 
entrance into fi fth and sixth 
grade sporting events at 
Westview Elementary, and Jr. 
High and High School home 
sporting events. Passes may 
not be used at any jamboree, 
tourney, invitational, 
NECC, or sectional games 
that are held at Westview.
Th e All Sport Pass is 
non-transferable. It may only 
be used by the person to whom 
it was issued.

A Family Pass may be 
purchased for $195 for parents 
and their children attending 
Westview in kindergarten 
through twelfth grades. Adult 
passes are $75, passes for college 
students under twenty-fi ve 
years old or senior citizens over 
sixty-fi ve are $45, and student 
passes are $30. 

Boys basketball game 
passes will be available at a 
later date. 

y tball game 

later date.

Stock PhotoPhoto Submitted
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LaGrange County Health Department

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

TM

Have your system inspected every three years by 
a qualified professional or according to your state/
local health department’s recommendations 

Have your septic tank pumped, when necessary, 
generally every three to five years

Avoid pouring harsh products (e.g., oils, grease, 
chemicals, paint, medications) down the drain

Discard non-degradable products in the trash 
(e.g., floss, disposable wipes, cat litter) instead 
of flushing them

Keep cars and heavy vehicles parked away 
from the drainfield and tank

Follow the system manufacturer’s directions when 
using septic tank cleaners and additives 

Repair leaks and use water efficient fixtures to avoid 
overloading the system

Maintain plants and vegetation near the system to 
ensure roots do not block drains

Use soaps and detergents that are low-suds, 
biodegradable, and low- or phosphate-free

Prevent system freezing during cold weather by 
inspecting and insulating vulnerable system parts 
(e.g., the inspection pipe and soil treatment area)

 Systems include an outlet filter in the septic tank

Have your system inspectted every three years by 
a qualified professional orr according to your state/
local health department’ss recommendations 

Top 10 Ways to Be 
a Good Septic Owner

For more SepticSmart tips, visit www.epa.gov/septicsmart

EPA-832-F-16-010 |  July 2016
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KZ RV Donates to Teachers
KZ RV, a manufacturer of 

recreational vehicles based in 
Shipshewana, proudly continues its 
tradition of community support and 
education by delivering a donation to 
Meadowview Elementary School. 

Spearheaded by newly appointed 
KZ RV president Ryan Juday, along 
with several executives from KZ, this 
initiative underscores the company’s 
unwavering commitment to local 
educators and students. 

On Tuesday, August 8, KZ RV’s 
leadership team visited Meadowview 
Elementary to distribute 74 packages 
brimming with essential classroom 
supplies, including colored markers, 
pencils, glue, scissors, erasers, and 
more. 

Each package also contained a $200 
Visa gift card, acknowledging teachers’ 
fi nancial hurdles in delivering quality 
education and empowering them to 
enrich the learning experience at 
Meadowview Elementary. 

“Education is the cornerstone of 
society, and at KZ RV, we are honored to 
contribute for the second year in a row,” 
said Juday. “By providing essential 
supplies and gift cards, we aim to ease 
the load for educators and support 
the growth of impactful learning 
environments.” 

Juday emphasized the company’s 
ongoing dedication. “Our commitment 
to giving back remains steadfast. At KZ 
RV, we are honored to contribute to this 
great community.” 

KZ Recreational Vehicles, an operating 
company of THOR Industries, Inc., is 
headquartered in Shipshewana, Indiana, 
and was founded in 1972 on the principles 
of quality, fairness, courtesy, and integrity. 
KZ produces several widely recognized 
brands of recreational vehicles, including 
Classic, Connect, Durango,  Escape, 
Sportsmen, Sportster, Venom, and Venture 
RV, including Sonic, Stratus and SportTrek. 
For more information concerning KZ and 
its products, please visit www.kz-rv.com, 
or call (888) 829-6320.   

(Left to right): Superintendent Randy Miller, Shipshewana Principal Amy Garber, Meadowview 
Principal Nikki Helmuth, Topeka Principal Alissa McDonald, KZ RV Controller Brent Cramer, KZ RV 
VP of Service Operations Sean Andrews, KZ RV President Ryan Juday, KZ RV Executive Assistant 
Christen Heerschop, KZ RV VP of Sales and Marketing Marlene Snyder, KZ RV Accounting Specialist 
Stephanie Weber and KZ RV VP of Administration Susan Th omas. Photo Submitted

Th e Community Health Clinic 
is hosting its fi rst 5k fun run/walk 
on Saturday, October 7 at 9:00 a.m. 
Th e event will take place on the 
Pumpkinvine Trail, starting at the 
new clinic location, 730 E North St in 
Shipshewana. 

Th ere will be a 200-meter dash for 
kids 8 years old and younger with an 
entry fee of $10. Th e 5K Fun Run/Walk 
has an entry fee of $35, which includes 
a t-shirt. All proceeds from the two 
events will go towards supporting and 
expanding patient care. 

Registration for the race will close 
on September 22. To register, call the 
clinic at 260-593-0108, or mail the 
following information to 730 E North 
St, PO Box 329, Shipshewana IN 46565. 
If paying by check, please make payable 
to “CHC”.  

Community 
Health Clinic 
Hosts 5K Fun 

Run/Walk
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Renew Hope Counseling, Inc.

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange;
Topeka Physicians, Topeka;
Lima Presbyterian, Howe

Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & 

Family Th erapist

260-585-7847

My passion is helping individuals 

& families fi nd renewed hope in 

their lives through confi dential 

& professional counseling.

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & Th ursday: 9-5

101 N. Main St. Topeka, IN  • 260-593-2252
Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm • Saturday 8am - 12:00pm

AVAILABLE NOW
Free with most insurance.

No insurance? First Friday Clinics have free adult flu vaccines!

September 1 

October 6

November 3

  December 1

7035 S 900 W • Topeka, IN
(3 miles west of Topeka)

260-593-3003

We
Deliver!

Perennials, Evergreens 
& Shade Trees!

• Plants & Trees
We offer a large variety of plants, shrubs, 
shade trees and evergreens!

• Bagged and Bulk Mulch and Soil 
Dark Brown, Black, Fine Black, Red Mulch 
and Mushroom Compost in bulk!

• Liquid Fertilizers and Insect Repellents
Check out our Fertilome Products!

Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm and Sat: 8am-1pm

PO Box 70 ∙ Shipshewana, IN 
260-768-7878 ∙ LaGwana.com
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Many of 
our most popular 

vegetable plants come from 
the mustard family, or 
Brassicaceae, which contains 
338 known genera and more 
than 3,700 species worldwide. 
One of the subgroups in that 
family is the genus Brassica.

While the genus Brassica is a large 
group by itself, I will focus on three 
particular species of this genus that 
provide much of our food:

• B. oleracea (e.g., kale, collard 
greens, cabbage, Brussels sprouts, 
kohlrabi, broccoli, caulifl ower),

• B. napus (e.g. rutabaga, rapeseed)
• B. rapa (e.g., turnip, Chinese 

cabbage, bok choi)
All of these plants can potentially 

cross-pollinate within their species. 
For example, kale, kohlrabi, and 
Brussels sprouts can cross-pollinate 
with each other because they are all 
oleracea species. Turnips and Chinese 
cabbage can cross-pollinate with each 
other, too. However, kale cannot cross-
pollinate with rutabagas or turnips 
because they are diff erent species. Th e 
fact some plants can cross-pollinate 
does not aff ect the taste or the look 
of this year’s plant. If the seeds were 
saved, the off spring would be some odd 
combination of the two parents and 
may or may not be very desirable.

Th e development of these plants is 
an incredible story. Just look at Brassica 
oleracea, a single plant that humans 
have been modifying through artifi cial 
selection for over one thousand years. 
In its original form, it is a weedy 
little plant growing between rocks in 
the Mediterranean. By selecting and 
breeding the plant for bigger leaves, 
larger buds, or better taste, at least 
seven diff erent-looking plants sharing 
the same scientifi c name, Brassica 
oleracea, are fed to people all over the 
world.

Kale and collard greens were the 
fi rst to be domesticated, probably 
before 300 B.C. In the 1200s, red 
and green cabbage was selected from 
kale plants for its large terminal bud. 
Brussels sprouts appeared at the same 

time, bred for their tiny cabbage-like 
buds that grow along the stem.

Kohlrabi, the odd-looking plant 
that looks amazingly like the little 
green men in the “Toy Story” movie, 
fi rst appeared in the 1400s, selectively 
bred from kale for its thick round stalk. 
Broccoli came along in the 1500s, again 
from kale, and was selected for its 
larger fl ower stalk which is harvested 
before the plant fl owers. A hundred 
years later, caulifl ower was developed 
from some broccoli varieties, focusing 
on the fl ower buds once again.

Th is fascinating story, spanning 
more than two thousand years, shows 
that humans have been tinkering with 
the genetics of our food for a long time. 
While some people are very concerned 
about genetically modifi ed organisms 
(GMOs), I will contend these new 
lab techniques like CRISPR are just 
a way for us to do the same thing our 
ancestors did, but in a more precise, 
direct, and faster way.

In fact, if you really think about 
it, even plants that are labeled “non-
GMO” really are GMOs, even so-
called heirloom varieties. Th e popular 
tomato, Brandywine, is the product of 
years of selected breeding, not natural 
selection.  No plant we cultivate in 2023 
has avoided human tinkering. Th e term 
GMO is not a very accurate label.

Th e other issue that can keep plants 
of the same species from crossing with 
each other is simply the timing of 
fl owering and pollen drops.  Broccoli 
and caulifl ower may be able to cross-
pollinate, but if the fl owers emerge at 
diff erent times the physical transfer of 
the pollen is not going to happen.  Plant 
breeders need to take into account 
planting dates if they wish to force 
pollination between two similar but 
off -timing species.

Many of 
our most popular 

vegetable plants come from 

ARE THE 

SAME PLANT?

BROCCOLI, &
 

CAULIFLO
WER

BRUSSELS 

SROUTS,

Th is article was written by Jeff  Burbrink, Purdue Extension Educator of Ag & Natural Resources, LaGrange County, 114 W Michigan Street, 
Suite 10, LaGrange, IN 46761, PH 260-499-6334. Purdue University is an affi  rmative action, equal access/equal opportunity institution. 
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September
  Kids Club

Birthdays

  1 Rebah Williams, Nasser Yahya

 2 Jonathan Collins, Brooklyn 
Gresso, Dixon Mast 

 3 Austin Lehman, Bryan Lehman, 
Lydia Mosher, Jemeila Reed

 4 Adam Bontrager, Dominick 
Krantz, Ashley Miller, Ethan 
Miller, Sammy Miller, Sovanda 
Schrock 

 5 Malachi Lambright, Sharon 
Miller, Audrey Schlabach

 6 Jolyn Bontrager

 7 Sofi a Martinez Diaz, Samantha 
Fender, Raiden Huggins, 
Quinleigh Miller, Gemma Riggio, 
Mia Stemm

 8 Jesse Lambright, Delanie 
Lehman, Emma Yoder

 9 Kacin Courtney, Lucille Duzan

 10 Kensley Barker, Jethro Otto, 
Elliot Yoder

 11 Sawyer Hamm, Evan Hochstetler, 
Roma-Freya Robles, Norah Smith

 12 Dale Bontrager, Janeva 
Bontrager, Zachary Miller, 
Emmett Niccum, Kianna Yoder

 13 Regan Hochstetler, Michael Kline, 
Brinley Kraft, Emmalee Pierson

 14 Sherri Kauff man, Alayna Kurtz, 
Myles Miller, Lisa Troyer

 15 Gabriela Bontrager, Zachariah 
Johnloz, Jalayna Penick 

 16 Kaden Bontrager, Micaiah 
Bontrager, Brayden Graber, 
Larry Lambright

We sell the Earth and Everything on it!
PO Box 393 • Topeka, IN 46571

www.groggmartin.com
Rod Lantz • 260-463-6652

rodlantz@aol.com

Dan & Glen Fry • 260-593-3228 • 5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-5; Sat. 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOP
Pleasing You Pleases Us

Echo Backpack Blower
Model PB9010T

Blowers starting 
at $189.00

Timber Wolf Chainsaw
Model CS 590 | 20” Bar

Chainsaws starting 
at $229.00

Wheeled Billy Goat Blower
Model F1302
starting at: $895.00
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 17 Paxton Miller

 18 Wyatt Hooley, Ava Hufnagle, 
Benjamin Kline, James Mast, 
Landon Slabach, Graison Yoder

 19 Tyler Lambright, Bethany Miller, 
Vanessa Miller

 20 Casper Hershberger, Jamie Miller 

 21 Kari Hochstetler, Cameron 
McDonald, Jalayna Miller

 22 Ethan Bontrager, Vada 
Leatherman

 23 Hannah Miller, Mariah Yoder

  24 Maverick Geigley, Valentina 
Mendoza, Amber Miller

 25 Zachary Miller

 26 Muna Omar, David Schrock, 
Aliyah Watts

 27 Janelle Bontrager, Derek 
Hochstetler

 28 Blake Beechy, Keanan Byroad, 
Karter Collier, Drew Schrock, 
Weslee Steider

 29 Larson Frey, Arianna Garcia, 
Molly Long, Bently Miller, Ashby 
Yoder

 30 Trevor Detweiler, Alex Miller, 
Lincoln Miller, Aurora Randolph, 
Brooklyn Schlabach, Heidi 
Slabach, Roman Swartz, Matthew 
Yoder, Sheryl Yoder

Sponsorship
Space Available

New Construction 

Commercial 

Remodel

Owner: Lavon Yoder
6035 W 600 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565 • 574.304.4587

WEATHER PROTECTION IS OUR PROFESSION

NEW HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday • 9- 4

Thursday & Friday • 9-4 • Sat • 9-12
Closed Sunday

Dennis Yoder
7815W 075N

Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-214-9210

Fall SaleFall Sale
SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER 

7, 8 & 97, 8 & 9
10-30% OFF10-30% OFF

BIKESBIKES
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Th
is

page made possible by the

Shipshe-Scott Elementary Home of 
the Scotties

First Day 
of School!

Th
is

page made possible by the

Photos by Abby Wenger
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Meadowview Elementary   Home of the 
Mustangs

Th 
is 

page made possible by the

Saving 
Fred 
Th rough 

Teamwork
Working together started early for 

the 2023-2024 school year in fourth 
grade. Students worked with their table 
groups to save Fred. 

Fred is a gummy worm that fell out 
of his boat and needed to get his life 
jacket on (the peach ring) and get back 
into his boat. However, students could 
only use paperclips to complete the 
task. 

A great way to start teamwork! 

Photos Submitted
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Westview Elementary Home of 
the Warriors

Th 
is 

page made possible by the

Back to 
School and 
the Rules
Th ere were smiles on the faces of 

both students and staff  at Westview 
Elementary and they were all excited to 
kick off  the 2023-24 school year. Th ey 
commemorated the event with a fi rst 
day of school picture. 

Mrs. McCoy’s class participated in 
another important back to school event: 
the reviewing of the rules for Gaga Ball. 
Mrs. Miller taught the class the rules, 
good sportsmanship, and how the game 
keeps its players physically active all at 
the same time! 

Trinity Antal taking a shot at eliminating one of her 
classmates from the pit.

Mrs. Leeper is “all eyes” when preparing for student 
dismissal on the fi rst day! Photos Submitted

Beckham Misner and Miles Yoder practicing 
this week’s life skill of friendship.
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JV VOLLEYBALL
JV Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): Amelie Schilt, Janessa Miller, Addy Kauff man, Camryn Christner and Coach Taylor Eash. Middle: Graci Engle, 
Hailey Lambright, Karleen Bender and Kylie Singleton. Front: Manager Rayna Jackson, Jasmine Litton, Liliana Terrones and Memphis Bontrager.   

Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
Varsity Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): Mia Bontrager, Maddie Grossman, Addy Kauff man and Head Coach Heidi Brohm. Middle: Kloie Yoder, 
Camryn Christner and Bri Kaufman. Front: Kirsten Schumacher and Kylie Yoder. Not Pictured: Asst Coach Allyse Yoder. Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by
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BOYS VARSITY SOCCER
Boys Varsity Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Braden Kauff man, Max Engle, Jaxon Engle, Jacob Watts, Eli Atra, Jack Massey, Omar Saleh and Carson 
Brown. Middle: Teague Misner, Bentley Ryall, Ibrahem Alrasheed, Braden Rogers, Kaine Reinhold, Alberto Fernandez Guzman and Head Coach Ehren Misner.
Front: Dallas Yoder, Caleb Bontrager, Ian Bontrager, Judson Hershberger, Mohammed Alziadi, and Jacob Peruski. Not Pictured: Mason Wire and Asst Coach 
Libbie Martin.    Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

BOYS JV SOCCER
Boys JV Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Levi Trethewey, Sam Miller, Ben Schmit Burr, Jacob McCoy, Gurmi Al Gurmi, Kaiden Miller and Head Coach 
Rusty Niccum. Middle: Ilias Cherif, Bryan Yoder, Austin Mullins, Caiden Schrock, Landon Gingerich, Caedmon Gates and Hussein Hussein. Front: Aiden 
Norberg, Dom Sweet, Kaiden Liechty, Carson Niccum and Owen Weinberg.   Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored byyyyyyyyyy
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BOYS TENNIS
Boys Tennis Team: Back (left to right): Kaleb Iddings, Carver Stump, Kaden Grau, Pierce Yoder, Asst. Coach Kurtis Davis and Head Coach Tyler Miller. 
Middle: Drew Ziems, Gavin Engle, Dylan Shrock, Mason Clark and Luke Stults. Front: Aaron Roth, Ethan Miller, Jace Lang and Kaden Hostetler. 
Not Pictured: Keegan Norberg.    Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

GIRLS SOCCER
Girls JV & Varsity Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Jalayna Whetstone, Kelsie Ward, Kaitlin Nuzum, Breann Cory, Myra Miller, Morgan Riegsecker, 
Varsity Head Coach Jesse Ward and Asst Coach Nichole Streby. Middle: Gwen Owsley, Karly Miller, Hope Bortner, Janissa Lehman, Alyssa Hooley, Marilyn 
Yoder, Asst Coach Chad Bender and JV Coach Madison Yoder. Front: Olivia Bontrager, Morgan Rich, Peyton Miller, Olivia Jasso, Leigha Schrock, Angela 
Miller, Amanda Hershberger and Rebecca Miller.    Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by

ppppp yyy

Hardware
of Topeka
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GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Girls Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Coach Meghann Rainsberger, Annagail Warrener, Bailey Manns, Lexi Bennett, Kiana Mast and Gwendolyn 
Owsley. Front: Manager Dena Miller, Adelyn Rainsberger, Emilia Mendoza, Eden Mauck and Manager Abigail Poncé.  Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Boys Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Noah Bontrager, Nick Bontrager, Christian Noward, Alex Yoder, Mearl Miller and Head Coach Lyle 
Bontrager. Front: Manager Abigail Poncé, Lucas Mullet, Cole Bontrager, Evan Beechy and Manager Dena Miller. Not Pictured: Asst Coach Richmond Stoltzfus. 
   Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.
TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.

Avail
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One of LaGrange County’s 
many wonderful features, and 
strongest suits, is the caring 
and serving nature of the 
people. 

Whether it be a family member 
or a stranger, near or far, the county 
residents are willing and driven to aid 
those who need it. But when those in 
need are too far to reach, opportunities 
to help seem slim.

One place that off ers a solution 
is the Indiana Clothing Center in 
Shipshewana, located directly behind 
the Community Chiropractic & 
Wellness Center on State Road 5. 
Th e building can be easily missed by 

passersby; however, this building holds 
one of the greatest tools our county can 
use to impact those in need around the 
world.

Th e Indiana Clothing Center is an 
outpost of the overarching organization 
Christian Aid Ministries (CAM), 
based out of Berlin, Ohio. Th e non-
profi t organization utilizes numerous 
programs to evangelize and provide aid 
to countries in need around the globe 
through collection branches in the 
United States. Created in 1981, CAM 
began with the goal of enabling Amish 
and Mennonite communities to help 
others outside of their direct location. 

Today, CAM has branches across the 
U.S. in states like Kentucky, Wisconsin, 

Indiana, and 
m o r e . 
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organization off ers a multitude of 
programs (including, but not limited 
to Support-A-Widow, Potatoes for the 
Poor, or Send-A-Comforter) that allow 
the general public to assist countries 
in need through several approaches. 
For example, donating money allows 
an individual to provide the means for 
a family in need to start a business, 
supply a family with livestock, help 
CAM to spread the gospel, and much 
more. 

Th ere are other ways to help besides 
donating money. Several of the CAM 
outposts, like the Indiana Clothing 
Center, will receive clothing donations 
for the Clothing Bundle Project. Th is 
program entails collecting good-quality 
used clothing through donations to 
distribute among families in need 
around the world. 

To process these clothing donations, 
workers and volunteers fi lter through 
bags of received items to categorize 
them by clothes, shoes, or other items 

like comforters or fabric. Th e 
shoes and the comforters are 

sorted into separate tubs 
to be examined as the 

clothes are sent 
down chutes 

to the 

sorting belts. At the belts, workers will 
determine what clothes are suitable to 
be sent to other countries, according to 
guidelines posted in the room. 

Th e accepted clothes are sorted 
depending on who would wear the 
clothes, between girls, boys, women, 
and men. Where women’s clothes go to 
the center of the belt, the rest are sorted 
into the appropriate bins, for either 
boys, girls, men, or miscellaneous 
items, like reusable baby diapers.  

As these bins fi ll up, the contents 
get placed into bags labeled “IN” for 
Indiana; this helps the countries know 
which center sent the clothes and allows 
them to send feedback. Th ese bags are 
compressed in the industrial baler to 
create bundles, which are then placed 
on pallets to await shipment. 

Th ere are times when the Indiana 
Clothing Center receives bags of 
clothes that are unsuitable to be sent to 
another country. Rather than throwing 
out these pieces of rejected clothing 
to the landfi ll, the center will process 
them and sell them to be recycled. By 
doing so, the center earns revenue to 
help off set the costs of processing, 
transporting, and distributing clothes 
and supplies to other countries. 

In some cases though, the center will 
receive clothing that may not be suitable 
for distribution to other countries but 
can still serve a purpose before being 

recycled. For example, if a t-shirt 
is rejected due to a large 

p a t t e r n 
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certain items to ensure that those who 
need the kit receive the same product, 
although there may be some variation. 
For example, a young boy’s care pack 
calls for a matchbox-size car or truck 
and three tennis balls. Th e type of car 
or brand of tennis balls may change, but 
the specifi ed item remains the same. 

Keeping the items the same in all 
kits not only ensures all recipients will 
receive equal packs but also makes 
getting the shipment through customs 
easier. Th e customs force in the receiving 
country will compare the contents of 
each pack to the overall container list 
that CAM makes of everything on that 
shipment. If the contents of even one 
pack deviate from the list, the whole 
container of supplies may be rejected. 

To counter this issue, CAM outlines 
the specifi c items needed for each 
pack and off ers an easy solution to get 
these items by coordinating with Relief 
Aid Resource Supply LLC., a company 
that sells care pack items in bulk for 
a discounted price. Any individual or 
group can purchase supplies in bulk 
from Relief Aid to pack into kits and 
drop off  at the Indiana Clothing Center. 
For convenience, the supplies can be 
shipped directly to the center where 
groups can come in and pack the kits 
there. Since the kits are at the center, 
CAM can easily fumigate and load the 
supplies into the shipment containers 
to transport them to the port.

In addition to the donations 
they receive locally, the Shipshewana 
location also receives shipments of 
pre-sorted clothes from other CAM 
locations across the U.S. Unlike the 

or graphic on the fabric, the Indiana 
Clothing Center will use it as a dust rag. 
Once there are enough “dust rags” to fi ll 
a box, the center will sell the box to help 
fund shipping suitable clothes and kits 
to countries in need. 

Where a large portion of the 
donations that the Indiana Clothing 
Center receives are clothes, the center 
also receives other types of donations 
from the public. 

For one, the center accepts 
comforters that donors have made 
or bought new. Th ese comforters not 
only keep those in need warm as they 
experience cold or damp weather, but 
they also aid those who don’t have a bed 
and need extra padding to sleep. Each 
year, CAM can distribute up to 100,000 
comforters to those in need; this 
past year, CAM received over 85,000 
comforters to distribute. Th e center 
will accept all comforter sizes and 
most fabric patterns; however, they are 
selective with fabrics that have sports 
athletes or movie characters on them. 

CAM centers will also accept fabric 
bolt donations, as the organization 
will help supply sewing centers in 
various countries around the world 
like Romania and Ukraine. At these 
sewing centers, women learn to sew and 
produce their own comforters for their 
families.

CAM also off ers a variety of kits 
that donors can choose from to donate 
to families in need. Th ese kit options 
vary from hygiene kits to brand-new 
clothes for a child to layette bundles 
and more; all items in each kit must 
be brand new. Each kit must include 
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other CAM collection centers, the 
Shipshewana location is one of two 
centers authorized to fully process 
donated clothing. Th is involves 
fumigating the clothes and supplies to 
be sent to countries in need and loading 
the decontaminated bundles onto a 
sea container on a semi-trailer. Th is 
container will be directly 
transported from the 
Shipshewana location 
to the port where they 
will be shipped to those 
countries. 

Where it only takes 
roughly an hour to load 
the trailer container, 
the shipment could 
take anywhere from 
six to eight weeks 
to reach the fi nal 
destination due to the size of the load, 
the location of the country, and the 
time spent going through customs. 
So far this year, the Indiana Clothing 
Center has shipped thirteen containers 
full of clothes, comforters, and supplies 
to countries in need. 

For those who would like to support 
the center, there are a few ways to help. 
To start, the clothing center welcomes 
volunteers to help with a variety of 
programs. From sorting through 
the clothing donations they receive 
to knotting quilts for the comforter 
program, the center will gladly accept 
help from individuals and groups both 
big and small. 

Th e CAM outpost is also happy 
to receive donations of clothes, 
comforters, and packed kits for those 

in need. Th ese items can be dropped off  
at any time of day; the CAM workers 
will help unload donations they receive 
during business hours, but there is also 
a drop box in front of the building for 
those who can only make it after hours. 
Even if you only have clothes that need 
to be recycled, the center will gladly 

take these donations 
as selling the rejected 
clothing is largely how 
they fund shipping 
quality clothing and kits.  

Finally, the Indiana 
Clothing Center will 
also accept monetary 
donations to fund CAM’s 
goal to be a channel to 
connect those who want to 
help with those who need 
help. Your support will help 

p r o v i d e aid and teaching to those 
who need it the most. 

Although those in need may be 
far away, it is possible to help them. 
Th anks to Christian Aid Ministries’ 
Shipshewana center, there are multiple 
ways to provide aid from thousands 
of miles away. From donating to 
volunteering, every little bit helps 
provide comfort to others around the 
world. 

For more information about the 
types of kits needed and ways to 
volunteer at the Shipshewana outpost, 
feel free to stop in at the Indiana 
Clothing Center at 660B. S. Van Buren 
St., Shipshewana, IN 46565, or call 
the offi  ce at 260-768-4855. For more 
information on the programs Christian 
Aid Ministries off ers, you can visit 
www.christianaidministries.org. 
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CHUPP AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE LLC
We Specialize In YOUR Auction!

LYLE CHUPP • IN #AU08800826 • (260) 499-0216
DALE CHUPP • IN #AU19800030 • (260) 499-0093

‘PHONE BID’ REAL ESTATE AUCTION
PROPERTY LOCATED: 2 miles south of Shipshewana, IN on SR 5 to US 20, east 2 miles to 600W, 

south 1¾ miles to 185S, east to 2nd house
ADDRESS: 5970 W 185 S, Topeka, IN 46571

2 LOTS • 0.76 ACRE • HOUSE • SHOP
Phone bids accepted until 4:00 PM on Monday, September 18, 2023

HOUSE: 28’x48’ single story brick home with 26’x26’ 
2-car attached garage, 14’x28’ attached family 
room, full basement, attached deck with natural gas 
grill, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, central air
SHOP: 27’x63’ with metal roof

Irrigated lawn
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: Make sure to inspect 

this home located in the small, unique town of 
Emma!

Public welcome to inspect this real estate 
August 18 and August 28 from 3:00-5:00 PM or 

by appointment with the auctioneers.

Phone bids will be accepted by Chupp Auc-
tions until 4:00 PM on Monday, Sept. 18, 2023. 
Starting bid is $225,000. For bidding updates 
or to place a bid, contact Chupp Auctions at 

260-499-0216 or 260-499-0093.

TERMS: 5% down (non-refundable) 

2023 with balance due at closing. 
Closing approximately 45 days af-
ter the auction with possession giv-
en 30 days after closing. Taxes will 

to reject any or all bids. Any an-
nouncements made by the auction-
eers take precedence over printed 
matter.  

Owners: MAURICE & NORMA MILLER

COUNTY RD 185 SCOUNTY RD 185 S

27
4'
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Well, it may not be an 
international airstrip, but its opening 
was front page news in the Sunday, 
Aug. 7th, 1960, edition of the South 
Bend Tribune. Imagine Shipshewana, 
with a population of only several 
hundred people at the time, dedicating 
a 2,600-foot-long grass airstrip. Th e 
Tribune featured two large photos and 
a lengthy news story. Th e airstrip came 
into service in 1959, but the formal 
dedication did not take place until Aug. 
6, 1960. 

 Th e South Bend Tribune 
reported that the dedication on the 
previous day had drawn an audience 
of several hundred people, including a 
group of pilots who had fl own in from 
nearby fi elds for the ceremonies. A 
group of offi  cials from the Indiana State 
Aeronautics Commission were slated to 
be in attendance, but ironically their 
fl ight from Indianapolis was forced to 
land in Kokomo because of inclement 
weather making it impossible for them 
to attend.

 Th e principal speaker at the 

dedication was Edward A. Wolfe, for 
whom the fi eld was named. Wolfe, 
who was 70 years old at the time, was 
also being honored that Saturday in 
Shipshewana as “Mr. Citizen” because 
of his signifi cant contributions to the 
development and well-being of the 
community. In his comments, Wolfe is 
quoted as saying that all must sacrifi ce 
if a community is to have modern 
benefi ts, “such as airstrips.”

 According to the Tribune article, 
the airstrip project was initiated by the 
Shipshewana Lions Club to provide a 
public landing fi eld for the community. 
Lions Club members Gordon Smith, 
president; Dr. B.V. Heaton, vice 
president; Brice Diehl, secretary; Paul 
Hostetler, treasurer; and directors 
Fred Lambright and Ora M. Yoder were 
featured in one of the photos. 
Th e fi eld was managed by the 
Sh ipshewa na Air Associates, 
a non-profi t corporation 
comprised of civic- m i n d e d 
residents from the 
Shipshewana area. 

R a l p h 

and Melba Lutes who have operated 
Lutes Flying Service, Inc. at Wolfe Field 
since 1976, remember that originally 
the 13-acre site was divided into shares 
and sold to investors. Th e Luteses, who 
were raised in Elkhart County, found 
their way to Shipshewana because of 
men like Elsworth Fanning and Ed 
Swartzentruber (Edd’s Supplies). Lutes 
Flying Service is a crop-dusting service 
for the agricultural community. Melba 
says, “Th ey told Ralph that if he would 
come to Shipshewana they would 
supply the chemicals.” 

Ralph and Melba have a family 
history in aviation; a legacy that is being 
passed down. Ralph’s grandfather, 
Orville (1895-1976), was an aviation 
mechanic in World War I. His father, 
Bob, has his private pilot’s license. Ralph 
a n d Melba have two daughters 

and two grandchildren.
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mechanic in World War I. His father, 
Bob, has his private pilot’s license. Ralph 
a n d Melba have two daughters 

and two grandchildren.

WOLFE FIELD: 
shipshewana's airstrip...at tourist destination? by Harold D. Gingerich
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E

Th is article sponsored by

Th eir daughter Stacy is a pilot with 
American Airlines. 

Grandpa Orville had an interesting 
military career. He shipped out of New 
York for France on Feb. 26, 1918, as a 
member of the 152nd Aero Service 
Squadron, Aviation Section, Signal 
Corp. It was only after World War II that 
the U.S. Air Force came into being. Th e 
ship’s manifest lists him as a corporal. 
On June 25, 1919, this time aboard the 
U.S.S. Seattle, he departed from Brest, 
France, to come home. 

Ralph has a long and distinguished 
career as a pilot. In October of 2021, 
Ralph was honored with the Wright 
Brothers Award by the FAA for 50 
years of dedicated service in aviation 
safety. He was also recognized with the 
Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award. 

Truman Miller, who celebrated 
his 100th birthday on August 
20, doesn’t remember being at 
the airstrip dedication. “I have 
forgotten a few of those things over 
the years,” Truman chuckled, “and 
that was a long time ago.” He does 
remember owning several land shares. 
“I don’t remember how much it was … 
not very much at the time. I just told 
Ed Wolfe (who was also the president of 
Shipshewana State Bank), ‘You just take 
care of it for me.’ Ed and I were really 
good friends.”

Truman certainly has not forgotten 
his love of fl ying. He logged hundreds 

of hours in the air and has the 
logbooks to prove it. One of his favorite 
memories was giving airplane rides to 
Shipshewana schoolchildren. “For a 
number of years, I don’t remember how 
many years, we gave plane rides to the 
children,” Truman said. “Th ey just loved 
it … and so did we.” 

Among the dignitaries who spoke 
at the dedication were Clair W. 
Aishe, a lifelong 

friend of Ed Wolfe, and former Indiana 
Governor Ralph F. Gates. Clair also 
served as chairman of the dedication 
committee. Th e Tribune reporter noted 
that “the dedication ceremonies were 
enhanced by the performance of the 

Shipshewana-Scott High School Band 
which played between speeches.”

Following the ceremonies, Russel 
Miller delighted the crowd with a 
helicopter demonstration. Helicopters 
would have still been a novelty in the 
early ‘60s. Miller was the manager of 
the airport in Goshen and a helicopter 
instructor.

Today, Wolfe Field is the home of 
Lutes Flying Service, Inc. Shipshewana 
Lake area residents often see Ralph and 
his crop-dusting pilots in a yellow or 
white Grumman Ag-Cat taking off  and 
landing. 

We seldom think of Shipshewana 
as an aviation destination, but Melba 
says that every year they get phone 
calls from people who want to fl y 
their private planes to Shipshewana 
and land at the airstrip before 
visiting the fl ea market and other 

area attractions.
One Shipshewana Lake resident 

(my son, Matt, just in case you are 
wondering) told me that periodically 
he sees vintage World War II airplanes 
around Wolfe Field. He said, “Th ere 
are times when it looks like they are 
having a dogfi ght … and it is really fun 
to watch.” 

Wolfe Field is located at 8845 W 
350 N and stands at an elevation of 896 
feet above sea level. 

All Photos Submitted
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Mystery Farm SEPTEMBER 
CONTEST

LAST MONTH’S 
WINNERS
Ernest & Mary Alice 
Yoder of 1000 W, 
Shipshewana correctly 
identifi ed last issue’s farm 
as being owned by Larry 
& Elsie Bontrager, 3330 
S 1000 W, Millersburg. 
Congratulations! Th ey won a 1 Year Subscription from Th e Connection, 
a pen, a notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy of Th e Honeyville Journal
from LaGwana. Second prize went to Mervin & Marilyn Hochstetler 
of 625 W, Shipshewana. Th ird prize went to Glenn & Ruth Yutzy of 
400 W, Topeka.

There were 8 correct entries this month. 
Others that guessed correctly were: Lonnie & 
Maria Bontrager, Delbert & Lena Miller, Jaryl 
Bontrager, Wilbur & LaVera Hochstetler, and 
Mel & Marla Lehman.

P.O. Box 603
 Topeka, IN 46571

THE 
CONNECTION

Next Month Sponsored By:

SPONSORED BY:

2465 N 850 W
Shipshewana, IN 46565

1st Prize: The Connection, Topeka, 1 Year  
Subscription, a pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 
and a copy of Th e Honeyville Journal from LaGwana.
2nd Prize(s)*: A pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 
and Th e Honeyville Journal from LaGwana.
3rd Prize(s)*: Th e Honeyville Journal.

*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 
every 50 entries over 100 received.
RULES:
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad-

dress, or by road and nearest intersecting road.

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
 P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.

Please include your name and address.
3) Entry deadline: September 19, 2023.
      Please allow time for mail delivery.

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.
      Next month’s winner will receive a 25$ Gift 

Certifi cate to Tiff any’s Restaurant and more!

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES!

Tiffany’s

Please mail to: 
Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,

P.O. Box 70, 
Shipshewana, IN 46565.

Please include your name and address. 

NEEDED!
MORE FARMS

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. Word Search

(fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

Sponsored by Dale Fry • Licensed & Insured • Cell: 260-336-9364
www.dalesdependablehandyman.com
Searching for clues on how to do 

your remodeling projects? Call Dale. 
He’s the Right Man for the Job!

Solution on page 45.

 E  U  H A V D E D I C E D
 E N O E M O S W H O L E
 I D O Y D E T A E R T V
 N E G L A N X I O U S E 
 S R C L A W A T C H O I
 D E X A O C H I G D W L
 N A T U R G S N D E N E
 E D I T I R I G E T E R
 I S N N N N I K D N R M
 R U W E E A E V E A S C
 F O H V P N E S E W I M
 T P E E D S L M N D E R

Some friends of ours had to go out of town this 
past weekend, and needed someone to watch their dog. 
Unfortunately, the poor pup was badly treated by her fi rst 
owners, so she is very anxious around strangers and doesn’t 
handle being alone very well, which meant we needed to spend 
the night at our friends’ home. 

When we fi rst arrived, she wanted to spend the whole
evening hiding under the bed, but I coaxed her out, and 
eventually she decided my lap was the place to be. 

She was still very relieved when her people came home. 
Th at evening, however, our friend sent a picture of her waiting
by the door, like she was waiting for us to come back!

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ !
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Contests & Puzzles

Six-year-old Sadie Yoder of 1075 W, 
Shipshewana was our winner for the August 
Coloring Contest. She won an ice cream 
treat of choice at Vanilla Bean Creamery in 
Shipshewana.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop 
by Vanilla Bean Creamery for a free small ice 
cream cone through September. 

Runners-up were Annalea Schlabach, age 
6; Sarena Lambright, age 5; Esther Louise 
Miller, age 4; Audrey Bontrager, age 3; Kendra 
Miller, age 2. Honorable Mentions: Brooklyn 
Jolie Yoder, age 6; Deborah Petersheim, age 
6; Seth Kuhns, age 6; Alayna Bontrager, age 4; 
Dahlia Smith, age 5; and Andrea Yoder, age 6.

Be SURE to include all your information 
on the coloring page, even your age! We do not 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is 
only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners

Use the words listed
to fi ll in the spaces!

Clueless
Crossword

Want a different way to advertise?      
      We are looking for sponsors for the Clueless Crossword on a month by 
month basis. Chloe would be happy to use words to do with your business 
as the words that get put in the puzzle. Call for more details! 260-463-4901.

by Chloe Lovell

Actions
Address
Adjunct
Country 
Display
Eff ects

Genuine
Learned
Lightly

Meaning
Scarlet
Sighted
Success
Tactful Solution to Clueless 

Crossword is on pg 45.

What can you 
pay your 
teacher 
even if 
you are 
totally broke?

Solution on pg 45.
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Contests & Puzzles

Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

4640 W 400 S
 Topeka, IN 46571
260-593-3747 x1

Country 
Garden Center

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Country Garden Center in Topeka this month! Winner 
gets a FREE LARGE MUM OR A LARGE PUMPKIN from the Country Garden Center. Th e Winning Drawings will 
be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS claim your drawing for A FREE SMALL PUMPKIN at the Country Garden 
Center in October. Mail submission to: LaGwana, Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry 
deadline is September 19, 2023.
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ALSO SEE US IN THE LOWER LEVEL OF THE DAVIS MERCANTILE

SHIPSHEWANA
SR 5 & US 20

1/4 mile south & 1/4 mile
east of Junction 5 & 20

www.WeaverFurnitureSales.com

Quality Furniture At Reasonable Prices

Visit Us Today for 
Deep Discounts on 

Floor Models.

STORE HOURS
Mon - Fri 9-5
Saturday 9-4
260.768.7730
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

Solution to puzzle on page 41.

S I M P L E R !
I S   M U C H

H A V I N G   C A T S

 E U H A V D E D I C E D
 E N O E M O S W H O L E

I D O Y D E T A E R T V
N E G L A N X I O U S E

 S R C L A W A T C H O I
 D E X A O C H I G D W L
 N A T U R G S N D E N E
 E D I T I R I G E T E R
 I S N N N N I K D N R M
 R U W E E A E V E A S C
 F O H V P N E S E W I M
 T P E E D S L M N D E R

Answer: 

Attention

https://www.ezschool.com/Riddles/Riddle50.html

Riddle on pg 42.

Pleasing you pleases us! • Pick Up & Delivery!

Financing available for 
qualified buyers!

Gravely Pro Walk 988186 
52" Hydrostat Mower

• Electric Start
• Floating Deck
• Kawasaki Engines
• Single Lever Height 

Adjustment
• Solid Front Tires
• 36"- 60" Cut

Dan Fry & Sons • 260-593-3228
5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP 

Fleet Pricing Available 
on Multiple Units

Starting at 
$6999.00

up to $1000 Off

Available Locations: Topeka Physicians, Topeka 
and Shipshe Fitness Center, Shipshewana

Dora Martin-Eash, LCSW, LCAC
Mental Health & Addiction Counseling

260-383-2322

PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

574.825.5458
WWW.HUMMELGRP.COM

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540
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ESTATE FOR SALE
2185 N 685 W • SHIPSHEWANA, IN

Frank  & Dolor es Hooley Estate

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 &
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

9:00AM - 5:00PM

(Rain Date September 22 & 23 • 9:00-5:00)

CASH ONLY - NO Personal Checks
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 Ace Hardware of Topeka   
 118 North Main St
  Topeka,   IN   46571  
(260) 593-2212 

 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

“Always Essential, 
Forever Helpful.”

Premium Paints Available!
See Store for Special Discounts
and Free Delivery Details
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