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Congratulations to the High school boys Varsity soccer team for winning sectionals!

Y
Congratulations to the High School Varsity girls cross country team, who qualified to move on to regionals!

Cole and Noah Bontrager on the
Varsity boys team will also be moving
on as individuals.

Tourney Spread Sponsored by
LaGwana

VW INNING

Info and photos from Westview
Jr/Sr High School Facebook page.
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Congratulations to the Junior High girls soccer team who won the NECC championship

and went undefeated the entire season.

Congratulations to the regional champs

Varsity girls soccer team!

WESTVIEW

WARRIORS

Congratulations to Senior Gavin Engle (left) and

Junior Kaden Grau, doubles Sectional Champions

VWARRIORS

of the individual state tennis tournament!

SHIPSHE

Oak Grove Tax and
Accounting Service

SERVICE, NC

(Weaver

FURNITURE SALES
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The Importance of Art

Throughout my entire school
career, art class was something I
grew to dread. Looking at all my
classmates’ creative and life-like pieces
in elementary was enough to shun me
into hiding. Visual art has never been
something [ have enjoyed doing or ever
been good at. I may create a fantastic
pumpkin every now and then, but I
will never willingly subject myself to
drawing in my free time.

When I was six years old, my mom
introduced the idea of taking piano
lessons. Next thing I know, I'm about
eight years into playing. While tickling
those ivories would occasionally make
me sob the night before a lesson, it
would allow my mind to go blank. The
numbing feeling I get while playing
music gives me a better understanding
of those who love creating artwork.

My true love for music began in
sixth grade, when I held my beloved
saxophone for the first time. Playing
the saxophone created a feeling of
tranquility [ had never felt before. The
love I have for the art of performance
and music is deeply rooted within me
and is something I can never let go of.

When I heard about the Arts in the
Park festival being held by LaGrange
County Arts, [ knew I wanted to get the
word out there. Mary Woodworth, the

director, has always been so supportive

of all things art in the community. She
was my kindergarten art teacher and
was still present throughout my high
school musical career.

Without the supportIreceived from
our band program and the community,
Iwould never have been able to travel to
Indianapolis to perform my saxophone
solos. There are so many kids I sit next
to in band class every day that use art
as an escape from the rest of the world.
Life can be incredibly cruel, but having
a safe place can make the sun shine just
a little bit brighter.

I want to express the gratitude I
have for art. Meeting artists who look
at their pieces with such admiration
makes me realize I'm not alone.
Supporting local art fairs can brighten
your lives, the artists’ lives, and the
community members’ lives. I feel it’s
important to shine a light onto the arts
in LaGrange County, which have made
a huge impact already.

Schools, community, and people
deserve art. We are so lucky as a
community to have a committee as
dedicated as LaGrange County Arts and
the kids, parents and teachers involved
in the school programs. Bands, show
choir, art club, etc., are all great ways
to not only better the community but
better the lives of kids. Without art, a

happy community wouldn’t exist.

Arlene Thompson, The Hometown Treasure Intern
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Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself'!

The Hometown Treasure - November '24

Benefit Breakfast Set

The Wolcottville Improvement
Committee will host a pancake and
sausage breakfast on Sat., Nov. 2, from
7 am until supplies are gone. It will be
at the Johnson Township Fire Depart-
ment, at 600W County Line Rd, in Wol-
cottville. Dine in or carry out.

The public is invited to come, enjoy
some pancakes, sausage, and refresh-
ments. Members of the local Fire and
Police Departments as well as some

town members. Donations are welcome!

BROCHURE
Distribution

e Available in
LaGwana multiple racks
across the area

PO Box 70 e Stay stocked
S ENVELERIYE no matter the
WISy B day or location

YN il © Be notified
when supply is

running low
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I've often been told that I'm
bossy. I typically reply, “I'm not
bossy; I just want to ensure everyone
lives an optimum life!” Therefore,
when people say I'm bossy, they are
really saying, “Gee, thanks for being
so caring and compassionate to
me.” So, to all my victims... “You're

welcome!”

I so desperately want the outcome
to be positive that I somehow think
God might need my help in turning
it around.

But God, in his graciousness,
lets me ramble and does whatever
He wants anyway. And guess what?
It turns out that His ways are always

better than any suggestion I could

by Kim Ray Mishler

Little Miss Bossy Pants

cry for help, the Lord hears and
delivers them out of all their
troubles.”

there

Even  though

appropriate times to speak up, the

are

verses above remind me that I'm
not in charge. I simply must cry
out to God, and he will hear and
deliver. The battle belongs to Him—

Now, I admit, there are
moments in life when I like
to get my way or want people
to do things my way. In some
instances, such as motherhood,
bossing my kids around is
inevitably part of the job. Giving
orders might be necessary in the
workplace to get the job done.

On the flip side, [ sometimes

want to be bossy but don’t

not me. He truly is caring and
compassionate. When we take
on His character in this way,
we naturally desire the best
for others. The good news is
that Christians can rely on the
Holy Spirit’s power to convict
them whether they are to speak
to the situation or to pray and
wait. No bossing required.

Are you guilty of bossing

speak. I want to tell a friend to
quit making bad choices, call out
selfishness and disrespect in others,
and correct things that can cause
harm in relationships. Do you get
the picture? Desiring the optimal
life for everyone is so exhausting!
But there is one area where [ take
a big slice of humble pie. I've been
known to boss God around, too.
Yes, you heard me right. When I'm
fervently praying about something, I
often like to make suggestions as to
how He should handle the situation.

d LaGwana

have ever dreamed of. My bossing is
futile. His ways are perfect. Always.

Ephesians 3:20 - 21 says, Now, to
Him, who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power
that works in us, to Him be glory
in the church of Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.
(NKJV)

He is able. I am not. He does not
need my suggestions but wants to
hear my heart. The Psalmist said in
Psalm 34:17, “When the righteous

God around? Are you weary from
waiting for prayers to be answered
and think God might need a little
help? Do your prayers lean more
toward him honoring your will
instead of carrying out His own?
Don’t beat yourself up if you answer
yes to any of these. You're not alone.

He loves you anyway. He will
answer in exceedingly abundant
ways, anyway. He wants to hear
from you in some way. He is able,
even when youre not getting your

way. Forever and always — Amen.

ee 0o Thispagesponsoredby 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
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Thanks to Our 2024 Sponsors

Ace Hardware of Topeka
Agronomic Solutions LLC
AirTite Insulation
ARI Legacy Sleepers
Avail Portable Toilets
Billman Propane
BJ Burritos Restaurant
Blue Gate Restaurant
CJ's Garage
Cole's Auto Detailing LLC
Dave’s Lawnscaping
Dr. Doug
Driven Automotive

Edd’s Supplies, Inc

Evergreen Eye Clinic
Extreme Graphics
Farmers State Bank

Farmstead Inn
First State Bank
Hite Auto Body Inc.
Homer's Services
Horner Roofing & Siding
Hostetler & Young Insurance
Jo Jo's Pretzels
King Veterinary Clinic
LaGwana

Lambright Woodworking

Lisa Piper MD
North American Forest Products

North American Moulding

Our Front Porch
Pak A Sak
PalletOne of Indiana
Red Door CPA Group
Our Front Porch
Sharp Medical
Shipshewana Auction
Shipshewana Nazarene Church
Southwind Flooring Inc.
Stutzman Power Equipment
Topeka New Holland, Inc
Tower Ribbons
Wana RV
Yoder Meat & Cheese Co.
Yoder Popcorn

Yoder's Shipshewana Hardware

Elite Lawn Care & More LLC Oak Grove Tax Service LLC

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

Wheeled Billy Goat Blower

120 S. Main St. Model F1302
TOp eka. IN starting at: $895.00
)
Echo Backpack Blower
260-593-3133 Model PB9010T
Tuesday 9-5 & Thursday: 9-5 Blowers starting
at $199.00

Timber Wolf Chainsaw
Model CS 590 | 20” Bar

Chainsaws starting
at $229.00

FRY'S REPAIR SHOP

Dan & Glen Fry ¢ 260-593-3228 « 5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN 46571 « M-F 8-5; Sat. 8-12
Pleasing You Pleases Us

Fardis

County Line

Discount Groceries

With locations in Shipshewana
and Middlebury to serve you best.

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5
Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30
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Smart

Choices

Alc: The Hallmark Test for Diabetes

Whatis Alc?

The Alc test is a blood test that
measures the average amount of glucose
(sugar) in your blood over the past three
months. The result is reported as a
percentage. The higher the percentage,
the higher your blood glucose levels have

been, on average.

Why is Alc Important?
The Alc test helps healthcare
providers detect prediabetes and

diagnose type 2 diabetes. The test is
repeated regularly and monitored closely
for those at risk for diabetes. Doctors
use Alc results to determine the most
appropriate treatment plans for patients.
They can also use these results to modify
treatment as necessary. An Alc higher
than 6.4% increases the risk for heart
disease and kidney disease. This test
helps people understand how their diet,
physical activity, and stress affect their
blood glucose levels.

What is Blood Glucose (Sugar)?

Food and drinks are the main
sources of blood glucose (sugar). Glucose
is used by the body’s cells to produce
energy so people can carry out their day-
to-day activities. Insulin is a hormone
produced by the pancreas that helps
glucose get into the cells from the blood
stream to be used for energy. This is
what keeps blood glucose levels in
range. Consistently elevated blood
glucose and Alc levels indicate type
2 diabetes. Diabetes occurs when the
pancreas does not produce enough

insulin to regulate blood glucose levels.

The Hometown Treasure - November '24

When Should I Get an Alc Test?

The CDC states that all people 45
years of age or older should get an Alc
test regardless. People who are found
to have prediabetes should repeat Alc
testing every 1 to 2 years. Additionally,
they should talk with their doctor about
steps to take to prevent type 2 diabetes.
People who are diagnosed with type 2
diabetes should repeat Alc testing at
least 2 times per year. The appropriate
amount of testing for each person
depends on their treatment plan and if
they have other medical conditions.

Ways to Maintain Alc and
Prevent Diabetes

Several lifestyle changes can help
people lower their risk of prediabetes
and diabetes. 150 to 300 minutes or
more of physical activity each week is
an important goal. It is also important
to consume a balanced diet and add
fresh fruits, vegetables, nuts, and/or
whole grains to meals often. Be sure to
stick to foods low in sugar, salt, and fat.
Additionally, taking steps to lower stress
levels has been proven to help people
manage their diabetes.

Topeka Pharmacy is here to assist
you and answer your questions! For
assistance, give us a call at 260-593-

2252.0
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We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV's
Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires
Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels
Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

- [
A
Y

TIRE & SERVIGE LLC

DY YOKOHAMA -..5... Firestone Alignments | Much More

RYAN MILLER ¢ GLEN MILLER ¢ P: 260.768.7043 F: 260.768.7085
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 « Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

WE MAKE DREAM
HOMES GOME TRUE.

MILLER’S
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

ERIC MILLER 260-463-1558

Hummel
PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

574.825.5458

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540

Construction Loans ¢ Lot Loans * Land Loans - Home Loans
When your goal is to get Closer to What Matters®, we're ready to help you get started.

- Rural home, lot and construction financing

- Auction financing available

- Local loan officers that live in your communities
- We make home visits

Matt Miller
R U R A L ]-St® Rural 1t Loan Officer
e~ 260.336.5984
“ by Farm Credit NMLS 560497
Loans subject to credit approval. Rural 15t is a tradename and Rural 1%t the Rolling Hills Window icon, Rural Logic, and Closer to @
What Matters are exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid America, NMLS 407249. Rural 15t products are available to consumers

within the territories of participating Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender.
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Consider These Year-End Financial Moves

As we enter the holiday season,
your life may well become busier. Still,
you might want to take the time to con-
sider some financial moves before we
turn the calendar to 2025.

Here are a few suggestions:

+ Review your investment port-
folio. As you look at your portfolio, ask
these questions: Has its performance
met my expectations this year? Does it
still reflect my goals, risk tolerance and
time horizon? Do I need to rebalance?
You might find that working with a fi-
nancial professional can help you an-
swer these and other questions you may
have about your investments.

« Add to your 401(k) and HSA.
If you can afford it, and your employer
allows it, consider putting more money
into your 401(k) before the year ends
— including “catch-up” contributions
if youre 50 or older. You might also
want to add to your health savings ac-
count (HSA) by the tax-filing deadline
in April.

+ Use your FSA dollars. Unlike an
HSA, a flexible spending account (ESA)
works on a “use-it-or-lose-it” basis,
meaning you lose any unspent funds at
the end of the year. So, if you still have

funds left in your account, try to use

them up in 2024. (Employers may grant
a 2% month extension, so check with
your human resources area to see if this
is the case where you work.)

+ Contribute to a 529 plan. If you
haven’t opened a 529 education savings
plan for your children, think about do-
ing so this year. With a 529 plan, your
earnings can grow tax deferred, and
your withdrawals are federally tax free
when used for qualified education ex-
penses — tuition, fees, books and so
on. And if you invest in your own state’s
529 plan, you might be able to deduct
your contributions from your state in-
come tax or receive a state tax credit.

+ Build your emergency fund.
It’s generally a good idea to keep up to
six months” worth of living expenses
in an emergency fund, with the money
held in a liquid, low-risk account. With-
out such a fund in place, you might be
forced to dip into your retirement funds
to pay for short-term needs, such as a
major car or home repair.

+ Review your estate plans. If
you've experienced any changes in
your family situation this year, such as
marriage, remarriage or the birth of a
child, you may want to update your es-

tate-planning documents to reflect your

The Hometown Treasure - November 24
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new situation. It’s also important to
look at the beneficiary designations on
your investment accounts, retirement
plans, IRAs and insurance policies, as
these designations can sometimes even
supersede the instructions you've left
in your will. And if you haven'’t started
estate planning, there’s no time like the
present.

« Take your RMDs. If you're 73 or
older, you will likely need to take with-
drawals — called required minimum
distributions, or RMDs — from some
of your retirement accounts, such as
your traditional IRA. If you don’t take
these withdrawals each year, you could
be subject to penalties.

These aren’t the only moves you
can make, but they may prove helpful
not only for 2024 but in the years to

come.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMS®,
120 N Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 46565,
PH: 260-768-4348. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC. Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your attorney or qualified tax

advisor regarding your situation.
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LaGrange County

[ Below are the events planned for November 2024.
r r All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions, please call
1 y the LaGrange library for further information.

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.

Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. « 260-768-7444
M-F-11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday « 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street « 260-463-2841

M -Th9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Friday « 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Saturday « 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch

133 North Main Street « 260-593-3030
M-F-11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday « 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

All library locations will be CLOSED on Monday, November 11 in observance of Veteran's Day.
All library locations will be CLOSED on November 28 & 29 in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Youth Department

Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5) Theme: Movement!
LaGrange » Tuesdays « 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana « Tuesdays « 1 p.m.
Topeka « Wednesdays « 11 a.m.
Enjoy stories, songs and rhymes with a fun craft or activity.
Oculus VR, Nintendo Switch, Wii Gaming Systems
LaGrange « Tuesdays * 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. « Fridays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Switch and Wii: ages 6 & up, parent must stay with children 10 & under.
Oculus VR: ages 13 & up, MUST have waiver signed by parent on file.
Controllers at Children's desk for 1 hour use, first come, first served.

Homeschool Hangout Registration not required.
LaGrange « Wednesday, Nov 6 « 1-2:30 p.m.

Friday, Nov 8  10:30-12:00 p.m.
Join other homeschool families for a time to hang out, play
games, share ideas and make new friends! Feel free to come to
one or both days and enjoy some time to relax together.

Teen Games - No Meeting this month.
Pokemon Club - No Meeting this month.

Library is CLOSED November 11 for Veteran's Day
Makerspace: Makedo Games! (Ages 5-up) Registration not
required LaGrange « Wednesday, Nov 13  2:30-7 p.m.
Parents must stay with kids 10 & under. Drop in anytime between 2:30 and
7:00 and stay as long as you want. Come make and play games using Makedo
cardboard construction tools. Have fun making and creating!

Teen Dungeons & Dragons (Grades 6-12
LaGrange « Monday, Nov 18 + 4-7:30 p.m.

Note the date and time differences!!

Meeting on a different day because library is CLOSED November 11.
Join us to have fun playing Dungeons and Dragons. The group will decide who is

Dungeon Master and how long each campaign will be. Please sign-up online
Book Clubs
LaGrange « Monday, November 19 « 4-5 p.m.

Come to the library in October to get your book for November.
Elementary: Grades 1-3 Reading Henry Heckelbeck Gets a Dragon
Mid-Grade: Grades 4-7 Reading A Wrinkle in Time
Family Movie Night! (Rated PG)

LaGrange « Friday, Nov22 « 6 p.m. - Movie: Despicable Me 4

Free Movie! Free popcorn! Bring your own covered drink.

Teen Book Chat Genre Book Club (Grades 8-12)
LaGrange » Monday, November 25 « 4-4:45 p.m.

Read a fairy tale or reimagined fairy tale book of your choice and come to
discuss and share your thoughts with the group.

Teen Advisory Group — TAG (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange » Monday, Nov 25 « 5-6:00 p.m.
Comehelpplanactivitiesfor teensatthelibrary, help choosebooks to purchase
and offer ideas about the teen space. Stay to hang out and play games after.
Pizza provided! PLEASE SIGN UP so we know how much pizza to get!

Teen Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange « Monday, November 25 « 6-7:15 p.m.
Since our teen game night didn't meet on Nov 11, join us tonight to hang out
and play board games!

Adult Interest
Classic Cinema: Bette Davis (Ages 12+)

LaGrange « Tuesday, Nov 5 + 2 pm. « FREE admission and popcorn!
All About Eve, Starring Bette Davis & Anne Baxter. 1950 TV-G * 158 min. An
aspiring actress feigns humility and naiveté to connive her way under the
wing of a veteran Broadway star. She manipulates those in the star's circle in
hopes of cheating her way to the top.

Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)

LaGrange Main Library: Saturday, Nov 9 « 11 a.m.
This month we’ll discuss "The Lost City of the Monkey God" by Douglas Preston.
Acclaimed journalist Douglas Preston takes readers on a true adventure deep
into the Honduran rainforest in this riveting narrative about the discovery of

alost civilization - Culminating in a stunning medical mystery.

Culinary Adventures: Ligonier Surprises
Thursday, Nov 14 « 11 a.m.
El Paraiso Supermarket - 103 N. Cavin St
Gabriela's European Desserts « 204 S. Cavin St
Grounded Coffee House « 306 S. Cavin St
Meet at the library to carpool at 10:15 a.m. or meet us at El Paraiso at 11:00 a.m.
Explore interesting restaurants and food stores throughout our area! Must register
at LaGrange or call 260-463-2841 x1030. All food purchases at your own expense.

Painting with Carl Mosher (Ages 12+)
LaGrange - Friday, November 15 + 1-4 p.m.
Even if you've never painted before, you'll be amazed at what you're capable of!
Carl will supply all the materials. Cost is $25 payable to Carl at class. Classes fill
fast—Call today to sign up! Register at 260-463-2841 x1030.

Cookbook Club

LaGrange » Saturday, November 23 + 11 a.m. | Families welcome.
This month's cookbook is Pie Academy by Ken Heidrich. Check out the cookbook
from thelibrary. Choose arecipe, makeit, and bring it to the Cookbook Club Carry-

In. Plates, silverware, coffee, and tea will be provided.

Classic Cinema: Offbeat Christmas (Ages 12+)
LaGrange + Tuesday., November 26 « 2 p.m. « FREE Admission and
popcorn!

Three Godfathers,, — Starring John Wayne, Pedro Armendariz &
Harry Carey, Jr. Directed by John Ford. 1948 Rated TV-G. 106 min.
Three outlaws on the run risk their lives to return a newborn to civilization.

Calligraphy with Markers(Ages 12+)

LaGrange - Saturday, November 30 - 10 am - 12 pm
Pleaseregisterby November 22 at the LaGrange Adult Services desk orby calling
260-463-2841x1030. Cost is $5 per person. Learn how simple the ancient art
of calligraphy can be! With calligraphy markers, there are no ink spills, no
smudges, and no mess. Join us and learn how to draw an italic alphabet. No

experience is necessary. All materials will be supplied.
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LaGrange County Health Department

www.lagrangecountyhealth.com

L2 4 4

Protecting the place
where we livelll...

BREAST CANCER: BEST PROTECTION

Breast cancer will affect an average of one in
seven women during their lifetime and is the
second most common cause of cancer-
related deaths in women.

Regular screenings are a good way to keep
your health in check. Cancer screenings help
to save lives as mammograms can find
cancer before symptoms are present.
Diagnostic mammography is used when an
abnormality is found during screening or in
women who have breast complaints, such as
a breast mass, nipple discharge, breast pain
or skin irritation.

Knowledge is the key ingredient to make better individual health decisions.

12/17/2024 Dayspring Christian Healthcare (1155 N 1200 W, Middlebury, IN 46540)

CALL US TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT: (260) 266-8120 & (800) 727-8439 ext. 68120

**Please note: For women without insurance, a high deductible or resources to pay, funding ($$$) is available**

*IMMUNIZATIONS :: LAGRANGE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT (260) 499-4182 Extension 1*

LaGrange Clinic
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Tuesday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Shipshewana Clinic
Wolfe Building Community Room
Only 1st & 3rd Thursday

Topeka Clinic
Topeka Fire Station
Only 2nd & 4th Thursday

8:30 am to 1:00 pm.

8:30 am to 1:00 pm.

The Hometown Treasure - November 24
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QN Edwardjones® > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

).
f””f””////’””/’ INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Sheldon Q Shrock, AAMS™ Steve Weigel, AAMS™
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

120 North Harrison St. 206 South Detroit Street
Shipshewana, IN 46565 LaGrange, IN 46761
260-768-4348 260-463-8473

David E Sands, AAMS™ Angie Gibson

Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South 902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767 Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912 260-894-9912

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Refinancing
made easy!

Talk to one of our

Mortgage Lenders
Today!

Member
FDIC B

uuuu
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A series of recent storms damaged
While most

trees were able to withstand the storm,

many trees in the area.

some trees may benefit from some
special care to help them maintain
their shape and health.

Jeff Burbrink, Purdue Extension
Educator in LaGrange County, said
that many of the limbs that fell from
trees were already severely rotted
due to years of internal decay. Often
these trees are growing in areas near
driveways, paths,

sidewalks, septic

systems, building foundations or
other areas with high levels of "people
pressure” where the natural root system
has been disrupted. If the tree is
showing signs of internal decay, it may
be wise to avoid spending a great deal
of time and money on repairs. The dark,
blackened tissue exposed when a limb
or tree breaks indicates the tree has
been rotting for some time.

When

hollowed out areas in a tree, it may be

broken limbs expose
wise to hire a professional arborist
to assess the safety of the remaining
portion of the tree. The International
Society of Arborists has a “Find an
Arborist” feature on their website at
www.treesaregood.org. He advised that
if the tree appears healthy otherwise,
corrective pruning may be in order. It
is best to remove the branch or broken
stub back to the next healthy branch or
limb.

Burbrink cautioned that downed
trees could be dangerous. “Trees can
take down wires and put people at risk
for electrocution. They can also roll
as limbs are removed and the weight
He

recommends that people with little

distribution shifts within a tree.”

experience hire professionals to clean

up or correctively prune trees.

Ash

dangerous right now, he said. Emerald

trees in particular, are
ashborer haskilled and weakened many
trees in the region, and those trees have
become surprisingly brittle as they die.
Numerous people have been seriously
injured or killed in the past few years
while working with dead ash trees.

He also advised avoiding the
practice of "topping" in which the larger
branches are cut off and stubs remain
The stubs

left by topping often die and provide

sticking up into the air.

a location for disease and insects to
enter the tree. If alarge branch must be
removed, it should be taken off at the
next healthy limb.

Burbrink that topping

encourages the tree to send many new

said

shoots out from the area just below
the cut. These shoots are often weaker
than the original limb and are likely to
split off and cause additional damage in
future years. Shoots from topped trees
often provide shelter for undesirable
birds such as starlings after several
years of growth.

The type of tool used to do the
pruning is also important. Hand shears
and loppers are best used on smaller
branches, while larger limbs over one
inch usually require a saw. Consider
hiring a professional for larger trees or
for special situations, such as pruning
near power lines or buildings.

Tree paint or wound dressing is not
needed. Burbrink said that research
has shown the dressings can actually
encourage disease and insect problems
and slow the healing process.

For those who are interested in
more information about tree pruning,
the Purdue Extension Service has a free
publication on the web at extension.
purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-506-w.pdf.

This article was written by Jeff Burbrink, Purdue Extension Educator of Ag & Natural Resources, LaGrange County, 114 W Michigan Street,
Suite 10, LaGrange, IN 46761, PH 260-499-6334. Purdue University is an affirmative action, equal access/equal opportunity institution.
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Premium Paints Available!
See Store for Special Discounts
and Free Delivery Details

ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !

Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

Ace Hardware of Topeka -
118 North Main St Always Essential,

Topeka, IN 46571 Forever Helpful.”
(260) 593-2212

®
The helpful place.
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From Topeka
Together

Hi! My name is Connie. I will be
submitting a monthly newsletter on
behalf of the new local organization
Topeka Together, Inc to keep everyone
informed on upcoming events. This is
an exciting endeavor started up by To-
peka's own Marlynn Mast, and we now
have a board of directors to help get
our feet off the ground. We are hoping
to have a huge force of local volunteers
to expand the dream of making the
town of Topeka a place where families,
friends, youth, and neighbors come to-
gether as one.

Upcoming Events:

« Friday, Nov. 1: Trunk or Treat at
Topeka Fire Station. If anyone wants to
decorate trunks or donate candy, please
contact Jackie Benderat 260-499-0798.

« Wednesday, Nov. 6: Topeka's Fall
Sale Day. There will be food trucks
starting at 11 a.m. and entertainment
in the afternoon.

Thank you,

Connie Gadson

Childcare Grant from NIPSCO

The Northeast Indiana Early Child-
hood Coalition (NEIECC) is excited to
announce that it has received a gener-
ous $10,000 grant from the Northern
Indiana Public Service Company LLC
(NIPSCO). This gift will allow NEIECC
to continue its mission of making sure
every family in Northeast Indiana has
access to affordable and quality child-
care. NEIECC’s work will, in turn, help
support NIPSCO’s economic develop-
ment initiative to enhance commu-
nity vitality and bolster workforce
development.

Childcare is an economic and qual-
ity-of-life issue. As a result of NEIECC’s

advocacy work, as well as its upcoming

Regional Tri-Share and Shared Ser-
vice Network, the number of quality
childcare programs throughout North-
east Indiana will increase, care will
become more affordable for families,
and employers will be able to find the
skilled workers they need to fill critical
positions.

“The support from NIPSCO is
critical to continue the work of the
Northeast Indiana Early Childhood Co-
alition,” said Allie Sutherland, Director
of the NEIECC. “Our initiatives, both
locally and regionally, will positively
impact the early childhood profession
and create the quality care that parents

need and want to build better begin-
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nings for their children.”

The current efforts of NEIECC will
be shared at an upcoming regional child-
care meeting scheduled for Wednesday,
December 4th from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
More details will be announced soon.
For updates, go to www.neiecc.org.

Northeast Indiana Early Childhood
Coalition (NEIECC) is a nonprofit or-
ganization with a mission to empower
communities to advance early care and
education opportunities for all families
in northeast Indiana.

To contact Executive Director Allie
Sutherland, email at allie@neiecc.org or
call 619-851-8303.
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Westview Boys Varsity
Basketball Ticket Sales

Boys Varsity Basketball season
passes and reserved seats will go on sale
October 28. Passes may be purchased
from the athletic office located at West-
view High School during normal school
hours. Season passes and reserved seats
will be sold during the JV Boys Basket-
ball game on November 26, 2024.

2024/2025 Boys
Basketball Prices

« Single Game Ticket: $6

» JV/Varsity Boys Basketball
Season Pass: $60 Home games only.

« Varsity Boys Basketball
Reserved Seat: $25 per seat

If you no longer want your reserved seat, please call 260-768-4411 and let us
know ASAP, this way we may open them up so others may purchase.

'STUDENT
AMBASSADORS

Student Ambassadors: Lilly Bontrager, Gloria Miller, Karleen Bender, Tristan Pearson, Dakota

Hubbard, Krysta John, Audri Martin, Kelsie Ward and Adelyn Rainsberger.

The above nine students at
Westview High School were nominated
to be Student Ambassadors for

generous acts of kindness, outstanding

individual  achievement, displays

18

Photo Submitted

of great improvement, and other

noteworthy accomplishments.
Westview High School is proud to

have these elite members of our student

body improving our school climate.
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Seth Bontrager

Eric Mast, Heidi Miller,
Nolan Privett

Kyahsondra Collins, Rubee Grice,
Zoey Moon, Elijah Otto

Jaydon Miller, Jennika Mullet,
Ezra Robles, Ethan, Schlabach,
Jaxyn White

Alex Detweiler, Emerson Foust,
Charlie Gingerich, Elijah Miller,
Victor VanderRoest

Sadie Hostetler, Lyric Miller,
Bethany Nisley, Axle Pairan,

Jaden Schwartz

Jayce Nichols, Liam Starrett,
Zienna Yoder

Lillian Thomas, Kane Sells

Austin Gingerich, Kysyn Helmuth,
Kinsley Lambright,

Thomas Miller, Emmalyn Rogers,
Myron Schlabach

Deborah Bontrager,
Lincoln Bortner

Audrey Bontrager, Easton Hostetler,
Lynsey Yoder

Elijah Miller

Briley Brown, Kyra Geigley,

Riley Troop

Taiba Aldhuraibi, Maeve Berkey,
Kaden Bontrager, Lydia Miller
Terra Harlow, Alayna Schlabach,
Aden Whetstone

Addison Lambright, Jace Miller,
Emily Otto, Carson Tyler,
Kinley Vogt, Ryleigh Weimer
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Amy Bontrager, Aliyah Bunton,
Landry Miller, Colt Patrick,
Olivia Rosentreter

Briley Amburgey, Selena Miller,
Mason Yutzy

Mohamed Aldhuraibi

Malachi Acherman,

Jesus Hernandez-Ballines,
Jensin Kistler, Xavier Miller,
Royce Yoder

Joanie Bontrager, Allen Childers,
Wryatt Foust, Jaxton Horner,
Trenton Miller, Sadie Yoder

Warren Leupp, Carson Miller,

Javon Whetstone

Gracie Craig, Trenton Detweiler,
Jenise Eash, Cora Miller

Deagan Hill
Janie Hershberger, Heidi Miller

Alayna Bontrager,

Ashlynn Bontrager,

Brent Miller, Jordan Troyer,
Audrey Yoder, Janell Yoder

Alicia Bontrager,
Laylah Lambright, Kaiser Moon,
Dahlia Smith, Theo Wilson

Dolsten Detweiler,

Kenlyn Kurtz,

Landry Lambright,

Zachary Miller, Peter Stemm,
Tyler Yoder

Gunner Bassett,

Myra Bontrager, Rylie Bostain,
Millie Duzan,

Tatum Leer-Garcia,

Olivia Plank, Bryn Rockey

Mezaavirierw A 1Xlwe 1rlslian Saiaal
by Marsha Patrick

Meadowview Elementary School
has been named as a National Blue Rib-
bon School. The U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation recognizes outstanding schools
across the United States based on their
overall academic achievements, which
includes how the school has improved
their scores on the standardized test-
ing, how the staff encourages students
to accomplish their highest goals, and
how the staff, students, families and
community come together to create a
safe and welcoming environment for
the students.

Drew Graber, Principal at Mead-
owview commented, “Words cannot
express just how proud I am of our stu-
dents, staff and community. This award
is directly related to the amazing work
our teachers and staff do every day,
our students who come ready and are
excited to learn and families who are
committed to partnering with us. Ex-
cellence is our tradition and is a team
sport here at Meadowview.”

Stephanie Roth, a first grade
teacher with 22 years of experience,

said children have differ-

ent learning styles. If a

The Hometown Treasure - November 24

child is struggling in a certain area, the
teacher gets them into a program that
will help them achieve their goals. She
said the staff all work together to meet
each of the students’ needs.

Jean Miller is a teacher’s assistant
with 20 years of experience. She was so
excited that the students’ test scores
kept improving throughout the year
last year with 100% passing. She said
that the students can’t wait to get to
their classrooms in the morning, be-
cause the staff work hard to make every
child feel loved and accepted.

Sarah Holzinger is a Kindergarten
teacher with 19 years of experience.
She told me that they treat each other
like family, and they try to instill in the
children that they need to help each
other. The staff works so well together
to help all the children reach their full
potential.

The staff at Meadowview is very
thankful for the families of the stu-
dents and the whole community. They
receive an overwhelming amount of
support from everyone during their
activ- ities and fund-
raisers, where

everyone
pitches in
to help

out.
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CAMP SCOTTIE

The beginning of the school year
brings so much excitement, including
one of our favorite annual traditions
here at Shipshe-Scott, Camp Scottie!
Every year, families are invited to
spend the evening in the beautiful,
grassy area behind the school. The PTO
graciously provides a meal for all who
attend, including hot dogs and s’'mores
to roast on the campfire.

This year, families visited multi-
ple stations including face painting,

a STEM constellation project, make-

your-own trail mix, a lantern craft,

and yard games.

We want to thank the learning lab
interventionists for all their planning
and LaGwana for designing and mak-
ing student and staff t-shirts, as well
as signs for each station. Thanks to all

the families who attended for another

wonderful evening at Camp Scottie! @

Home of the

WESTVIEW S . —Sw% Elementa}’y Scotties

WARRIORS
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All The Happenings

The excitement of students an-
nouncing, “BINGO!!” echoed in the
hallways of Meadowview Elementary
School on Wednesday, September 18th
as students celebrated family fun night.
Students played BINGO games, which
focused on building a variety of liter-
acy skills in a fun and engaging man-
ner. Each student received a free book
on his/her first BINGO, with following
BINGO prizes being gently used books
or candy.

LaGrange County Library, as well as
United Way were present to encourage
families to patronize local libraries; in
addition to applying for the Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library and Bright By
Text. Families also had the opportunity
to participate in activities to promote
English as a second language. Further-
more, families could participate and

learn about the school’s regulation

station.

Not only was there alot

of learning going on, but

a variety of food trucks
were present for fami-

lies to enjoy. Thank you
Anna’s Hand Rolled Soft
Pretzels, Party on the Pa-

tio, Smokin Guns BBQ, Taco Spot, See
Me Rollin, Kona Ice, Otto’s Elephant
Ears, and The Roaming Kitchen for join-
ing in on all the fun. A huge thank you
to Meadowview Elementary’s PTO for
purchasing a pretzel or shaved ice for
each Meadowview student that attend-
ed that night. It was a wonderful cele-
bration as a Meadowview family!

Family night was not the only fun
to be had. Meadowview second graders
ended their fairy tale and tall tale unit
with a dress up day. The students and
their teachers came to school dressed
up like their favorite storybook char-
acter. It was exciting to see so many
tales come to life! Students also had a
surprise visit from Paul Bunyon and his
loyal companion, Babe the Blue Ox.

Students also found fun outside of
the classroom on a field trip to Robert’s
Farm. The kids had a blast as evidenced
in the photos!
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Home of the
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Mustangs

Of the Month Back (left to right): Lincoln Slabach, 3rd; Seth Troyer, 4th; Blake Hochstetler, 4th; and Kara Yoder, 4th.

Each month 15 MES students are Middle: Constance Killian, 3rd; Alayna Kurtz, 3rd; Tidus Schrock, 3rd; Logan Bontrager, 2nd; and Pey-
recognized during the monthly school ton Miller, 4th. Front: Sophia Bontrager, K; Deborah Bontrager, 2nd; Cheyenne Miller, 1st; Derek Miller,
1st; Emberly Bassett, K; and Jameson Keim, K. All Photos Submitted

wide Family Meeting assembly. These

students have shown safety, respon-

sibility, and respect throughout
the month. Winners receive
a certificate, a Mighty
Mustang  bracelet,
and get to partic-
ipate in a game
during the as-
sembly. Pictured
are the winners
from September
of the 2024-2025

school year. Go

Mustangs!
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LaGrange County Health Department

www.lagrangecountyhealth.com

L4 2 4

Protecting the place
where we livel!ll...

304 N. Townline Rd., Ste 1, LaGrange IN 46761-1319 *Phone (260) 499-4182. Fax (260) 499-4189.

*IMMUNIZATIONS :: LAGRANGE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT (260) 499-4182 Extension 1*

LaGrange Clinic

Shipshewana Clinic

Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Wolfe Building Community Room

Tuesday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Only 1st & 3rd Thursday
8:30 am to 1:00 pm.

Topeka Clinic
Topeka Fire Station

Only 2nd & 4th Thursday
8:30 am to 1:00 pm.

WIC Office: Ext. #3 & #4
Septic Inspector: Ext. #7

There are times when HD inspectors, vital records registrar, office staff, and nurses are engaged in field work,
taking care of customers, or in satellite clinics. Please, feel free to call us before stopping in to make sure
someone will be here to help you. (260) 499-4182
Nursing Division: Ext. #1 & #2
Food Inspector: Ext. #6

Vital Records (Birth & Death Certificates): Ext. #5
Water/Well Testing Information: Ext. #5 & #6

24
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Five LaGrange County
high school seniors have
been named finalists for
the 2025 Lilly Endowment
Community Scholarship.

This prestigious award recogniz-
es an outstanding high school senior
from LaGrange County who exempli-
fies service, leadership, and academic
excellence. The recipient will receive a
full-tuition scholarship for four years
to any accredited college or university
in Indiana, along with a $900 annual
stipend for books and equipment.

The finalists are Gavin Engle, Grace
Heyerly, Morgan Riegsecker, and An-
nagail Warrener from Westview Jr-Sr
High School, and Arlene Thompson
from Lakeland Jr-Sr High School.

The LaGrange County Communi-
ty Foundation received 31 scholarship
applications from students represent-
ing all three high schools in LaGrange
County. The Foundation’s Lilly Schol-
arship Advisory Committee assesses
applications based on academic perfor-
mance, involvement in community and
school activities, work experience, lead-
ership, and essay responses.

To ensure impartiality, identifying
details such as name, school, and gen-
der are removed during the evaluation
process. The top five students with the
highest scores are then invited to par-
ticipate in the finalist round.

The Lilly Scholarship Advisory
Committee will conduct personal inter-
views with all finalists on October 21.
This year, students will also be required
to create and present a digital presenta-
tion about themselves to share with the
committee, marking a new addition to

the process.

On October 7, the Community
Foundation hosted a scholarship work-
shop for all finalists, helping them
prepare for their upcoming personal
interviews. During the workshop, stu-
dents also completed an impromptu
essay, which will contribute to their
overall evaluation. The scores from the
finalist round, including the interview
and presentation will be combined with
their overall application score to deter-
mine the 2025 nominees who will be
submitted to Independent Colleges of
Indiana for final selection of the La-
Grange County recipient.

Announcement of the recipient will
be made in December. The four remain-
ing finalists will each receive a $4,000
scholarship from the Lambright Lead-
ership Scholarship Fund, established by
Kevin and Carrie Lambright of Shipsh-
ewana in 2013.

The Lilly Endowment Community
Scholarship is the result of a statewide
initiative provided by Lilly Endowment
Inc. tohelp Hoosier students reach high-
er levels of education. Lilly Endowment
created LECSP for the 1998-99 school
year and has supported the program ev-
ery year since with tuition grants total-

ing more than $505 million.

The scholarship program is offered

each year by the LaGrange County
Community Foundation, and other In-
diana community foundations across
the state to help raise the level of ed-
ucational attainment in Indiana; to
increase awareness of the beneficial
roles Indiana community foundations
can play in their communities; and
to encourage and support the efforts
of current and past Lilly Endowment
Community Scholars to engage with
each other and with Indiana business,
governmental, educational, nonprofit
and civic leaders to improve the quality
of life in Indiana generally and in local
communities throughout the state.
Since 1998, a total of 43 Lilly En-
dowment Community Scholarships
have been awarded in LaGrange County.
About the LaGrange County Com-
munity Foundation: Founded in 1991,
the

Foundation is a nonprofit organiza-

LaGrange County Community
tion dedicated to enhancing the quali-
ty of life in LaGrange County through
grants, scholarships, and community
resources. The Foundation supports
generosity, leadership, and service in

LaGrange County.
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Study Trips

Topeka Elementary students have
been busy traveling and learning on
many study trips this school year!

The fourth graders traveled to
Sauder Village to learn about life in the
past. They had a beautiful day and en-
joyed the hands on activities they were
able to participate in.

Second graders traveled to Black
Pine Animal Sanctuary to observe the
animals in their habitats. The second
graders partner with Black Pine Animal
Sanctuary every school year by raising
funds through donations from commu-
nity members. These funds go to the an-

imal sanctuary to benefit the animals.

Our Kindergarten students trav-
eled to Kercher’s Apple Orchard to pick
and observe apples following their unit
of study on apple lifecycles. The stu-
dents enjoyed picking and tasting ap-
ples, as well as going on a tractor ride
and walking through a corn maze.

The first graders traveled to the
Potawatomi Zoo and had a fun day ex-
ploring and observing animal habitats.
They learned different facts about the
animals that they were able to observe
and interact with.

Third graders will experience their

own study trip this spring.

WESTVIEW
26
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QUARTER 1
AWARDS

Topeka Elementary Students were
celebrated for their efforts during the
first nine weeks of school. Two students
per class were selected for each of the
following awards: Radical Reader, Mar-
velous Mathematician, or PAWSitive
Person. In addition to these awards,
ten students were selected for being
Lab Leaders, and working hard during
Learning Labs. Students with perfect
attendance for the first nine weeks were
acknowledged, as well as the students
who completed the Summer Reading
Challenge. School Resource Officer,
Jackie Conwell, rewarded the students
with a popsicle. Congratulations to
all of the students for their hard work
and efforts during the first quarter of

school!




Mr. Rodriguez’s class was looking tough and mighty for their last game of Flag Football in PE! Photo Submitted

Mr. Boyer’s classroom celebrates scoring a touchdown during their Family Friday Event. Photo Submitted

Fifth grade teacher, Miss Chamberlin, came
dressed in Mayan textiles to go along with
the Mayan Civilization her class is currently

learning about.

Photo Submitted

Fifth grade students in Mrs. Mowery's Club 56

group are hard at work doing division task cards.

Photos Submitted

WESTVIEW WMV(”@W Elementary the]_\/[\(/)arltll’iLeOC:Sf
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Students in 61 spend the day in the Science Lab using microscopes to observe various objects on slides.

Photos Submitted

Mrs. Gongwers class is collecting coins for the
whole month of October and will use that money
for families in need at Christmas time.

Photos Submitted
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The Westview Elementary School Chicken BBQ
Field Trip Fundraiser was a huge success. They sold
over 900 more tickets this year than last year. The
students really stepped up and sold tickets to help
support their field trip funds. Congratulations to
Mr. Davis’ sixth grade class who won the school-
wide contest of selling the most tickets! Thanks to
all the staff, students, and volunteers that helped
out and made it a great day! Photos Submitted

Mr. Davis in his
outfit to encourage
students to get

out there and sell
those Chicken BBQ
tickets!

Photo Submitted
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FFA Area 11
Soils Contest

Congratulations to the Westview
FFA members for their participation
in the Area 11 soils contest Friday, Oc-
tober 5th! Soil judging is such an im-
portant skill, as it helps participants
understand the complexities of soil lay-
ers and their impact on agriculture and
the environment. This kind of hands-
on experience is invaluable for devel-
oping a deeper appreciation of natural
systems. It’s great to see FFA members
engaging in such meaningful activities!

Westview Jr Team: 6th overall as
a team, Emily Smith (15th Individual),
Hadleigh Bontreger (18th Individual),
Addison Hershberger (19th Individual),
and Kylie Mast (20th Individual).

Westview Sr. Team 1: 9th overall as

d LaGwana

Back (left to right): Hudson Yoder, Keegan Hershberger, Aaron Williams, Wyatt Murray, Ryan Yoder,
Michael Schwartz, and Remy Helmuth. Front: Karson Mast, Kylie Mast, Addison Hershberger, Hadleigh
Bontreger, Emily Smith, Karla Yoder, Malarie Steider, Madi Yoder and Keegen Norburg.  Photo Submitted

a team, Ryan Yoder (22nd Individual),
Hudson Yoder (31st Individual), Mi-
chael Schwartz (42nd Individual), and
Keegan Norburg (48th Individual).
Westview Sr. Team 2 : 14th overall
as a team, Keegan Hershberger (41st
Individual), Aaron Williams (45th In-

dividual), Wyatt Murray (51st Individ-
ual), and Madi Yoder (60th Individual).

Westview Sr. Team 3 : 17 overall as
a team, Remy Helmuth (50th Individu-
al), Karson Mast (55th Individual), Ma-
larie Steider (61st Individual), andKarla
Yoder (64th Individual).

The Great Potato Project

Over the summer, incoming 8th-
grade students in the Introduction to
Agriculture, Food, and Natural Re-
sources class were tasked with planting
and nurturing 2 to 4 hills of potatoes.
They were required to maintain records
of their potato cultivation and sub-
mit these for grading. The harvested

Wesbview Jr./St. Hig

potatoes were then brought to school
for use in various thematic units across
the 8th-grade classes. The school cafe-
teria featured the potatoes in the lunch
menu on Thursday, September 26th.
Any surplus potatoes will be donated
to the local food bank.

Home of the
Warriors




Professional Training and Ag Mechanics Academy

Morgan Alexander, educator at
Westview Jr/Sr High School in Topeka
Indiana recently attended a Curriculum
for Agricultural Science Education pro-
fessional development institute at Ohio
State University to teach Introduction
to Agriculture, Food, and Natural Re-
sources; Principles of Agricultural Sci-
ence CASE curriculum.

CASE 4 Learning is committed to
designing an inquiry-based agricultur-
al curriculum that meets the current
demands of teachers, students, and in-
dustry. CASE 4 Learning provides com-
prehensive professional development
and workshops for new and seasoned
teachers to achieve lifetime certifica-
tion, learn new coursework, and build
a community of support. Upon certi-
fication, all CASE 4 Learning teachers
have access to course updates, training,
and support for the remainder of their
career.

The curriculum is designed to spiral
and scaffold course concepts, incorpo-
rate APP (Activity, Project, or Problem)
modalities, and meet core standards

to equip teachers and schools to help

students become lifelong learners and
prepare them for college or careers. For
more information about CASE 4 Learn-
ing, visit www.case4learning.org.
Alexander also successfully com-
pleted the 2024 Agricultural Mechan-
ics Academy, a
national agricul-
tural  educator
training  event
hosted at Texas
State University
in San Marcos,
Texas. Morgan
was one of twen-
ty  participants
from across the
United States se-
lected to participate in the 2024 Agricul-
tural Mechanics Academy. The academy
was an intensive 10-day training that
included hands-on learning and train-
the-trainer style lessons in agricultural
mechanics focused on small gas en-
gines, residential wiring, and welding.
This first of the kind training was held
from July 30th through August 8th un-

der the direction of Dr. Ryan Anderson,

associate professor in agricultural ed-
ucation and mechanics at Texas State
University. Dr. Anderson was able to
develop and host this training through
funding by the USDA National Institute
of Food and Agriculture, AFRI Profes-
sional Development for

Agricultural  Literacy

Priority Area, award
#2020—08590.
Participants of

the academy received
numerous  classroom
items and teaching re-

sources for being se-

lected and participating

in the academy. Those

items include a class-

room curriculum and tools from Briggs
& Stratton with training provided by
Power Distributors; welding gear packs,
curriculum, and training from Lincoln
Electric; and Agricultural Technical
Systems and Mechanics textbooks from
American Technical Publishers. Partic-
ipants in the academy exceeded over
120 Continuing Education Credit hours

for participating.

FFA State Livestock Skillathon

On Saturday, October 5th, the
Westview FFA State Livestock Skill-
athon Team traveled to Purdue Uni-
versity in West Lafayette, Indiana, to
participate in the state Skillathon con-
test. The team members who compet-
ed were Audri Martin, Ashlyn Martin,
Hadleigh Bontrager, and Karla Yoder.
Congratulations to all the girls for their
hard work and dedication in studying
the livestock skillathon materials!

The contest consisted of individ-
ual and team components. Individual
Identification

Components included

of breeds, equipment, feedstuffs, re-

tail meat cuts; Industry Quiz; Quality

Assurance Exam; Hay Judging; Wool

Judging; and Retail Meat Judging.
Team Components included Qual-

ity Assurance; Animal Evaluation; and

Marketing.

Performance Results:

The Team Overall was 31st. Overall
Individuals were Audri Martin: 60th;
Ashlyn Martin: 74th; Hadleigh Bontre-
ger: 134th; and Karla Yoder : 136th.
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The Problem with Holidays

We all love our holiday traditions.
The problem is that we all too quickly
forget the reasons why we celebrate and
why we established those traditions
to begin with. When that happens, we
lose much of the meaning, the sense of
gratitude and the joy the holiday was
intended to bring. Looking back on this
nation’s rich history, it is evident that
from the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock to
the Civil War that divided the nation, to
the Great Depression, and the devastat-
ing events of September 11, 2001, it has
been these hardships that fostered an
attitude of gratitude and thanksgiving.

For many older Americans, Thanks-
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giving Day conjures up images of Sat-
urday Evening Post illustrations by
Norman Rockwell. Remembering the
smells of walking into Grandma’s house
almost makes one’s mouth water. Her
bountiful table laden with cranberry
salad, glazed ham,

turkey, sweet po-

tatoes, and warm

mincemeat  and
pumpkin pies were
a sight to behold.
But for her, the
best part was sim-
ply being together
with the family
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Dhentos”

around the table. Following the feast-
ing, while the children are playing, the
men turn on the television to watch
football, and the women are left to
clean up the mess ... and map out their
Black Friday shopping strategy. Those

were the days!
We also remember that when
November came around

each year elemen-

tary school children
colored pictures
and performed

plays with Pilgrims
dressed in drab black

and brown apparel as



they celebrated the first Thanksgiving.

Unfortunately, most of this is
the romanticized version of Thanks-
giving, especially the Pilgrims first
Thanksgiving.

In truth it was the Puritans of a
generation later who dressed in those
drab colors. The Pilgrims, on the other
hand, were Elizabethan Englishmen.
These were people who enjoyed the lat-
est fashions. Peter Marshal and David
Manuel, in their book “The Light and
the Glory”, picture the red-headed Pil-
grim leader Miles Standish wearing a
plum red cape and William Brewster

decked out in an emerald green satin
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doublet (a closely tailored French jack-
et). So much for our stereotype!

It was on December 21st, 1620, that
the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock.
Some 102 souls had left Eng-
land, but only 99 survived the
voyage. Almost half of those
who did survive died during the
first winter in America.

Almost forgotten is the In-
dian by the name of Squanto.

He had been captured, made

a slave and taken to Europe.

How he escaped captivity and
returned to America is unclear. What is
clear is that he had every right to hate
the white man. Yet, it was Squanto who
taught the Pilgrims how to stalk deer,
refine maple syrup, and plant corn. The
Pilgrims planted about 20 acres of corn
that spring.

God blessed them with a bounti-
ful harvest, and provisions were laid in
store for the winter. October of 1621, a
day of Thanksgiving was decreed with
the Indians invited for the celebration.
Just over 50 colonists are believed to
have attended, including 22 men, four
married women, and more than 25
children and teenagers. These were the
lucky ones. They had survived their first
year in New England, and there was
hope for the future.

Chief Massasoit arrived a day early
with 90 of his braves. Fortunately, he
also brought 5 deer and a dozen fat tur-
keys. The Indians enjoyed themselves
so much that they stayed 3 days! Be-
tween meals they had shooting match-
es, foot races, and to the great delight
of the Indians, wrestling matches. They
also taught the Pilgrims to “pop” corn
in an earthen jar placed in the fire.

However, the festive mood was
short-lived. Within a month 35 new
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colonists arrived with no food, no ex-
tra clothing, and no tools ... NOTHING!
And so, their second winter in America
loomed bleaker than the first. Food
supplies became so low that
daily rations were reduced to
a mere 5 kernels of corn. Out
of desperation they called out
to God. Miraculously a ship
put into their harbor with
provisions. Despite exorbi-
tant prices, they were able to
trade for supplies. And, by
God’s grace they would sur-
vive the coming winter.

The following summer almost no
rain fell. A day of “Prayer and Fasting”
was called. If the drought continued,
the crops would be lost and they would
be facing starvation the coming winter.
One of the colonists, Edward Winslow,
recorded that the morning they gath-
ered to pray the skies were clear. But
they prayed for 8 or 9 hours. By the time
they left for their homes it had become
overcast. Winslow described it this way,
“On the next morning distilled soft,
sweet and moderate showers of rain,
continuing some fourteen days......, it
was hard to say whether our withered
corn or drooping affections were most
quickened or revived, such was the
bounty and goodness of our God!”

The harvest was so bountiful that
they had a surplus with which to trade
for winter supplies. And so, a second
day of Thanksgiving was planned. Chief
Massasoit came again, this time with
his favorite wife and 120 braves. And
again, he didn’t come empty handed.
There was plenty of food: 12 deer plus
turkeys. But the first course of this
year’s feast began with 5 kernels of
corn on each plate, “lest anyone should

forget”.
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Clearly, the second Thanksgiving
carried a deeper significance for the
Pilgrims than had the first. The first
celebration had been one of genuine
thanksgiving, secure in the knowledge
that supplies had been laid in store for
the coming winter. Their hard work had
paid dividends, and the future looked
hopeful. But the events of that second
winter and the following summer’s
drought had been avivid demonstration
that their security was not in their own
efforts, but in God. For the Pilgrims,
thanksgiving had become an attitude
of the heart; born out of adversity.

On October 3, 1789, President
George Washington issued a proclama-
tion designating Thursday, November
26 as the first national Thanksgiving
Day. Washington's proclamation began
with these words:

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations
to acknowledge the providence of Almighty
God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his
benefits, and humbly to implore his protec-
tion and favor-- and whereas both Houses

of Congress have by their joint Commit-
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tee requested me to recommend to the
People of the United States a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the
many signal favors of Almighty God es-
pecially by affording them an opportunity
peaceably to establish a form of govern-
ment for their safety and happiness.

President Abraham Lincoln issued
a proclamation in 1863 designating the
last Thursday of November as Thanks-
giving Day. Lincoln's proclamation was
influenced by Sarah Josepha Hale's
campaign for a national Thanksgiving
Day to promote unity. By the way, Sarah
Josepha Hale was the author of “Mary
Had a Little Lamb.” (That had nothing
to do with Thanksgiving, I just think it’s
interesting!)

In 1870, President Ulysses S. Grant
signed the Holidays Act into law, mak-
ing Thanksgiving a yearly federal
holiday in Washington, D.C. Congress
passed an act in 1885 making Thanks-
giving a paid holiday for all federal
workers in the United States.

The generation that lived through
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the Great Depression of the 1930s knew
what it was to do without. They remem-
ber the soup lines and rationing. No-
body had any money, but people shared
with each other what they had. The gen-
eration born after World War II faintly
remembers the stories told by their par-
ents and grandparents. Most kids today
don’t even know there were stories.

In 1939 the last Thursday in No-
vember fell on the last day of the month.
Concerned that the shortened Christ-
mas shopping season might dampen the
economic recovery, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt issued a Presidential
Proclamation moving Thanksgiving to
the second to last Thursday of Novem-
ber. As a result of the proclamation,
32 states issued similar proclamations
while 16 states refused to accept the
change and proclaimed Thanksgiving
to be the last Thursday in November.
For two years two days were celebrated
as Thanksgiving - the President and
part of the nation celebrated it on the
second to last Thursday in November,
while the rest of the country celebrated

it the following week.

To end the confusion, Con-
gress decided to set a fixed date
for the holiday. On October 6,
1941, the House passed a joint
resolution declaring the last
Thursday in November to be
the legal Thanksgiving Day.
The Senate, however, amended
the resolution establishing the
holiday as the fourth Thursday,
which would take into account
those years when November
has five Thursdays. The House
agreed to the amendment, and
President Roosevelt signed the
resolution on December 26,
1941, thus establishing the

fourth Thursday in Novem-



ber as the Federal Thanksgiving Day
holiday.

The events of 9/11 have changed
many of our lives. America lost her in-
nocence. Terrorism had come to our
shores, and we realized that we are not
immune from what most people in the
world live with daily. On that day peo-
ple across the nation gathered to pray
and call upon God. However, to school
children today who weren’t even born,
those uncertain days of devastation
and fear are just another page in the
history book.

Like the Pilgrims of several hun-
dred years ago, we were reminded that
we are completely dependent upon
God. The adversity and terrorism that
touched our land brought us to a deeper
level of thanksgiving. And so today,
we as a nation must once again begin
to give God more than just our annual
lip-service of “Thanksgiving”; we must
develop a lifestyle that daily acknowl-
edges our dependence and faith in God.

America is the most blessed nation
on the face of the earth. And yet our
world is a far more dangerous place than
in any other time in human history.

This year as you celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday with family and
friends, why not use the example of
“five kernels of corn” on each plate be-
fore the meal is served. Then take a few
minutes before you eat to share a few
stories of what you are thankful for.
Thank God for His provision and His
protection. “Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good; for His loving kindness

is everlasting.” -Psalm 118:1

This article sponsored by

Transcript for President Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation from Octo-
ber 3, 1863 By the President of the United States A Proclamation

The year that is drawing toward its
close has been filled with the blessings
of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To
these bounties, which are so constantly
enjoyed that we are prone to forget the
source from which they come, others
have been added, which are of so extraor-
dinary a nature that they cannot fail
to penetrate and even soften the heart
which is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequaled
magnitude and severity, which has some-
times seemed to foreign states to invite
and provoke their aggressions, peace
has been preserved with all nations, or-
der has been maintained, the laws have
been respected and obeyed, and har-
mony has prevailed everywhere, except
in the theater of military conflict; while
that theater has been greatly contracted
by the advancing armies and navies of
the Union. Needful diversions of wealth
and of strength from the fields of peace-
ful industry to the national defense have
not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the
ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of
our settlements, and the mines, as well
of iron and coal as of the precious met-
als, have yielded even more abundantly
than heretofore. Population has steadily
increased, notwithstanding the waste
that has been made in the camp, the
siege, and the battlefield, and the coun-
try, rejoicing in the consciousness of aug-
mented strength and vigor, is permitted
to expect continuance of years with large
increase of freedom. No human counsel
hath devised, nor hath any mortal hand
worked out these great things. They are
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the gracious gifts of the Most High God,
who while dealing with us in anger for
our sins, hath nevertheless remembered
mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper
that they should be solemnly, reverently,
and gratefully acknowledged as with one
heart and one voice by the whole Ameri-
can people. I do, therefore, invite my fel-
low-citizens in every part of the United
States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign lands,
to set apart and observe the last Thursday
of November next as a Day of Thanksgiv-
ing and Praise to our beneficent Father
who dwelleth in the heavens. And I rec-
ommend to them that, while offering up
the ascriptions justly due to Him for such
singular deliverances and blessings, they
do also, with humble penitence for our
national perverseness and disobedience,
commend to His tender care all those who
have become widows, orphans, mourners,
or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife
in which we are unavoidably engaged, and
fervently implore the interposition of the
Almighty hand to heal the wounds of the
nation, and to restore it, as soon as may
be consistent with the Divine purposes,
to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony,
tranquility, and union.

In testimony whereof, I have hereun-
to set my hand and caused the seal of the
United Stated States to be affixed. Done
at the city of Washington, this third day
of October, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three,
and of the Independence of the United
States the eighty-eighth. Abraham Lin-
coln By the President: William H. Seward.
Secretary of State.
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Reprint of our October Historical article. The background
printed much darker than we had intended. Our apologies!

Oh, Those Senior Trip Fundraisers!

Chili Suppers, Class Plays, Newspaper Drives, and so much more...

With school back in session, so also
begins the season of student fundrais-
ers. Kids have already started knocking
on our door to raise money for the band
or hitting us up at church for some oth-
er school related organization. It’s that
time of year and we are more than glad
to support our kids.

Years ago, if you were a student at
Shipshewana or Topeka High School,
you remember all the fundraisers you
had to do to raise money to pay for your
“Senior Trip” to Gettysburg, Wash-
ington D.C. and New York City. They
seemed to never end. There were news-
paper drives, chili suppers, class plays,
and whatever else it took to raise the
money. Today, it’s the Westview 8th
graders who make the bus trip to our
nation’s capital. I am not sure how 8th
graders raise the money for their trips
today; but looking back on our high
school years makes me wonder if kids
today are missing out on something
special. We worked together and built
relationships in the process.

Every school sets their own fund-
raising policy. As I recall for the Met-
ropolitan School District of Topeka (I
always thought it was hilarious that

the word “Metropolitan” was incorpo-
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rated in the school’s legal name), the
freshman class was not allowed to do
any fundraising. I can’t remember how
much money we had to raise to pay for
our Senior Trip in 1965. And, checking
with some of my classmates proved to
be no help. No one could remember and
they quickly informed me that had all
happened 59 years ago. But they all re-
membered some of the things we did to
raise money and the great time we had
on our Senior Trip.

For us, fundraising began in ear-
nest in our sophomore year with the
Annual Chili Supper in the fall of the
year. The school cafeteria was always
the location. One or two of the school
cooks would help fry up the hamburger,
mix up the chili, and be on hand to make
sure things ran smoothly. We sold tick-
ets, the girls helped with serving while
the guys cleared tables and washed the
bowls, silverware, and trays. Did I men-
tion that we washed trays? Boy, did we
wash trays! In theory the guys took
turns washing dishes, but I got stuck
there ... and I washed a lot of soup bowls
and trays. And, since I'm telling the
story, I get to tell my version. Besides,
there is a picture of me washing dishes

in the 1965 yearbook to prove it.
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Our junior year we sold concessions
over the lunch hour and at the basket-
ball games to raise money. We also put
on a class play. Just for the record, none
of us took up acting as a career. Our fi-
nal year there was another class play
plus we sold magazine subscriptions.

The THS Class of 1950 was creative
with one of their fundraisers. They
sponsored an evening of entertain-
ment with a group called The Hoosier
Cornhuskers. The front page of the
October 5, 1949, Topeka Journal cel-
ebrated with the announcement that
“The original Hoosier Cornhuskers, one
of America’s foremost radio shows will
appear in person at the Sycamore Hall
in Topeka, Indiana on October 18th
(Tuesday)”. The news article went on to
describe in glowing terms what was in
store for those who attended. “The mer-
ited show which starts at 8 pm, prom-
ises to bring into the community a wide
variety of American Folk, Hillbilly, and
Western songs, along with instrumen-
tal specialties, novelties and a host of
‘side-splitting’ comedy, displayed in
a genuine ‘down-to-earth’ fashion by
this nationally known group of profes-
sional entertainers. You'll leave your

cares and troubles at the door when you



attend their gala performance.”

The article went on to say that “Fea-
tured on the show will be: Dottie Lou,
the Hoosier Cornhuskers’ pride and joy,
Grandpap, the grand old man of dry
wit and humor, Darl Fox, the Paulding
County Kid and young ladies’ choice,
Al Pettit, with his accordion and Pete
Smith, the big Professor.” The October
12th edition of the Journal also includ-
ed a photo of the group.

The Hoosier Cornhuskers were well
known at the time and played in stu-
dio for several Indiana radio stations
including WIBC-Indianapolis, Ind,;
WJOB-Hammond, Ind.; WKMO-Ko-
komo, Ind.; WOWO-Fort Wayne, Ind.
and WFIN-Findlay, Ohio. They also per-
formed live at the Brown County Jam-
boree and WOWO Hoosier Hop.

We don’t know how much the Se-
nior Class had to pay to bring in the
Hoosier Cornhuskers. We do know that
tickets were 50 cents for adults and 25
cents for children under the age of 12.
Unfortunately, most of the members of
THS Class of 1950 are gone, and those
who are still with us don’t remember.
So, we don’t have any details on how
things went or if they made any money.
Hopefully the community turned out in
great numbers to support the event and
that expenses were more than covered.

For the Class of '65, Commence-
ment was at 8 pm on Friday evening,
May 21st, in historic Sycamore Hall.
Bright and early on Saturday morn-
ing we boarded a Trailways bus. Never
mind that our driver only had one eye
and, as I recall, one hand, we were trav-

eling in style. After all, we were from

the corn fields of northeast Indiana,
and we thought that we were “pretty
sophisticated adults”.... in other words,
“hot stuff”. In keeping with our sense of
worldly acumen and luxurious travel,
most days the girls wore dresses, and
the guys had jackets and ties.

Our first stop was Pittsburgh, PA,
which had a teenage night club just
down the street from our hotel. Oh yes,
they did have “near beer” (which was le-
gal) for those who were so inclined. The
next afternoon there was a stop at Get-
tysburg with a tour of the battlefield,
the electric map (an impressive display
of modern technology) that outlined
the three-day battle in colored lights,
before heading to Washington D.C.

The nation’s capital made all the
history we had studied come alive. We
were in awe of the Capitol, the Lincoln
and Jefferson memorials, Mount Ver-
non, Ford’s Theater, and Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. It was the first time
most of us witnessed the solemn cer-
emony of the Changing of the Guard.
There was another moment of silent
reverence as we stood at the grave of
President John F. Kenndy. It brought
back vivid memories from our sopho-
more year and the day when the Presi-
dent was assassinated.

And then it was on to three nights
in New York City and the World’s Fair.
We saw the Rockettes at Radio City
Music Hall and had a relaxing boat
ride around Manhattan. There was an
impressive tour of the United Nations
building. Unfortunately, no one both-
ered to tell us that the former Assistant
Secretary General of the United Na-
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tions Bryon Price, THS Class of 1908,
was the person who oversaw the staff
and the construction of the building.

In the evenings some of our class-
mates chose to take in a Broadway mu-
sical. Three of us guys went to a Mets
game. I can’t remember who they played
or who won, but I do remember the sub-
way ride when our window was shat-
tered by teenagers throwing rocks at
our train. Fortunately, none of us were
seriously injured by the broken glass.

The Westview H.S. Class of 1969
also had a memorable trip follow-
ing graduation. In conversation with
several of the class members they all
mentioned the same thing. The most
memorable part of the trip was when
their charter bus stalled in New York
City and the boys got out and pushed
the bus. Apparently, there is a picture
of them pushing the bus that made the
New York newspaper. Unfortunately, as
of press time I have not been able to lo-
cate it.

All in all, senior trips were an ex-
perience; one filled with memories that
would last for a lifetime. We forgot
about all the fundraisers and the hard
work that had made the trip possible.
But what none of us realized was that
when we got back home and stepped
off of the bus for the last time, every-
thing was about to change. As a class we
would never be together again in quite
the same way. Some of us went off to
college, some to the military, and some
entered the work force.

By the way, we are still trying to
raise funds. Could I interest you in a box

of candy or a magazine subscription?
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With the light droplets of rain

sprinkling your hair and the autumn

leaves falling into the paved road, sat
a little art festival, full of laughter and
smiles. As the live band blares their mu-
sic throughout the speakers, artists talk
to guests about their passion for their
creativity.

On September 28th, the Lagrange
County Arts hosted a fall art festival
located in Dallas Lake Park. Arts in the
Park aimed to honor the beauty of the
local parks and the artists that reside
within the community. Proving that
living in an area with plenty of forests
and lakes adds great scenery when try-
ing to sell art. Vendors lined the street
with their creative projects, happily
telling those around them about their
projects.

While walking through, many art-
ists were eye-catching. The four that
created the most unique artworks were
a nature artist, a painting artist, a pho-
tographer, and a welding artist. Each
with their own unique creations and
enthusiasm for what they constructed.
Seeing the artists that are a part of the
county can leave people awestruck of
the talent within the community.

Jaima Troyer has a distinctive love

for all things nature. Being able to tell
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where each pinecone, stick, or rock is
from, she has an undying appreciation
for what the world has created. As she
travels all throughout the countryin an
RV with her husband, she collects the
most beautiful nature creations she can
find. “Earth treasures” is the term Troy-
er used, saying that she enjoys picking
up trash, where she then finds her gifts
to take home. She brings them back to
make a wreath of pinecones, home de-
cor, or cute pinecone people.

An artist who can create paintings
that look straight out of a camera, is
Rebecca Brown. With her realistic art-
work that stands out, you can find a
painting that screams at you to take it
home. Using antique paper and music,
red mushrooms, fruit, or flowers reach
out to catch your eye. She grew up in
Lagrange, with her father owning the
only floral shop in town. She was sur-
rounded by flowers and nature all her
life, which helped her gain a love for
art and beauty. As she is always looking
for something to do, her artwork is an
extension of her years of experience in
art.

Fritz Slabach is an extraordi-
nary photographer who loves wildlife.
Spending hours sitting outside in a tree
or hiding in a field, he waits until the
perfect moment to capture the beauti-
ful animals located in Indiana. "It's just
the wildlife itself, the interactions that
are held,” was Slabach’s response when
asked why he enjoys being out in nature
and seizing the perfect snapshots. He
beamed with passion as he talked about
the exact species this hobby allows him
to see. The pictures he takes show the
personality and beauty of the world
surrounding the county.

An interesting and creative art
form is created by Charles Martin. Be-
ing a welder, his experience behind the

art is exceptional. Martin enjoys going

39



home and working or tweaking on new
creations. The horseshoes he uses add a
very country feel to the model he pro-
duces. Open to any ideas, he uses his
imagination to create unique and beau-
tiful artworks that bring a smile to your
face.

Mary Woodworth, the director of
Lagrange County Arts, spoke highly of
the committee and their purpose. “We
exist to provide a voice, a venue, and
support for artists of Lagrange County,”
said Woodworth. They strive to raise
awareness of the creative people in
Lagrange and help them reach deeper
within themselves to tap into their tal-
ent. They support visual art, musical
art, performance art, and literary art.
Building from the ground-up, Lagrange
County Arts works with the schools,
the elderly, and any artist who wants
to improve themselves and help their
community.

Lagrange County Arts will be post-
ing eighteen posters of different art-
works by people within the Lagrange
community. One from an artist from
each generation, the artwork will be
displayed to show off the talent of local
artists and allow their contact informa-
tion to be shown to the public. With
this, the LaGrange County Arts website
will be easily accessible for information
and upcoming events.

Supporting local talent can have a
huge improvement on the community:
visually, aesthetically, and in artistic
motivation. Music programs in local
high schools have been working tire-
lessly to provide entertainment for
Lagrange. Just this past spring, West-
view, Lakeland, and Prairie Heights
bands came together for ‘Mega Band,
which was supported and introduced
by Woodworth. Many high schools have
skillful students who only need support

and push to strive artistically. “We want
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to raise the level of awareness,” Wood-
worth added, “we want to make people
aware that there are creatives out there.
If you tap into your creative abilities
that you can actually go further.”

The committee does not only exist
to push artists further and provide for
them, but it also strives to help local
businesses. As Woodworth reported, "If
you have a business and you need cre-
ative input, there are a lot of creative
people out here that would love to help
you.” Increasing the visibility given to
artists in a community generates a cycle
of goodness. According to Woodworth,
the Lagrange County Arts wants to sup-
port any creativity at any level, whether
that be youth or “people in their eight-
ies or nineties.”

With only their second year un-
der the belt, the Lagrange County Arts
want to expand the level of which the
Arts in the Park festival performs at.
Enjoy a live band playing music, explore
new art and creativity of the people you
may know, or maybe even become a ven-
dor yourself. The sky is the limit when it
comes to art, and the Arts in the Park
festival proves that point. Come out
next fall and support a local festival full

of nothing but love and support.
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Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. o r e a rc
_ Y ———— — (find all the underlined words) by Erika Byler
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We've been adopted by another cat it seems. Our neighbors E A

had been feeding a couple of the local strays, but they just

O

moved. I hadn’t thought much of it until one particular kitty
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decided we were the best target for some begging. Most of the
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cats in the neighborhood are fairly skittish, and only really
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want to be near people when there is food involved. Not this
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one. Once she figured out I'm a sucker for a pretty friendly
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calico, she has been on my porch waiting for me to get home

every day, and will scream until I stop and give her some
scritches.

She doesn’t know it yet, but today she’s going to the vet
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and then is coming inside (which she has already tried to do on
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her own a couple times). Solution on page 45.

SPONSORSHIP BANNER AVAILABLE! SPACE FOR YOUR CONTACT
INFORMATION HERE:

YOUR L() GO HERE A PERSONALIZED CALL TO ACTION

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

NOVEMBER
MORE FARNMg
?QJLWL CONTEST Ty

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES! [ AST MONTH’S Please mail to:
1stPrize: The Connection, Topeka, 1Year Subscrip-  YWINNERS Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
tion, a pen, notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy . P.O. Box 70,
of The Way I See It from LaGwana. Carl & MariaYoder, of .
RO . Shipshewana, IN 46565.
2nd Prize(s): A pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 1000W, Shipshewana,
and The Way I See It from LaGwana. IN correctlyidentifiedlast Pleaseincludeyour name andaddress. (1)
3rd Prize(s)": The Way I See It. . o f bei 4
*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 1ssues ?rm asbemgowne
every 50 entries over 100 received. by Ernie & Mary Esther
RULES: Lambright, 1875 N 925
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad- W, Shipshewana, IN. Congratulations! They won a 1 Year Subscription

dress, or by road and nearest intersectingroad. £, The Connection, a pen, a notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
Please include your name and address. Whetstone of 250 N, Shipshewana. Third prize went to Duane & Jolene

3) Entry deadline: NO CONTEST THIS ISSUE. Lambright of 350 N, Shipshewana.
Please allow time for mail delivery.

of The Way I See It from LaGwana. Second prize went to Larry & Esther

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.
Next month’s winner will receive a 25% Gift
Certificate to Tiffany’s Restaurant and more!

There were 23 correct entries this month. Others that guessed correctly were: Steven &
Glenda Miller, Dale & JoEllen Yoder, David & Laura Lambright, David & Susan Eash, Mel &

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

© 0606060060600 006060006000 00000 Marla Lehman, Joni A Bontrager, Galen & Wilma Yoder, Elmer & Suetta Mast, Dave & Wilma
SPONSORED BY: Chupp, Matthew & Dora Hostetler, Kevin Troyer, LaVern & Vera Yoder, Sam & Anna Miller,
dL aGwana THE Marty & Karla Borkholder, Wayne Troyer, Kevin & Dora Yoder, Maynard & Esther Miller, Gene
CONNECTION & Wanda Yoder, Dave & Treva Lambright, and Nathan Bontrager.
2465 N 850 W P.O. Box 603
Shipshewana, IN 46565 Topeka, IN 46571

. 7
Next Month Sponsored By: T%M 1 The Hometown Treasure - November 24 41



Pre

Coloring Contest
Winners

Six-year-old Brendan Hochstetler of 675 W,
Topeka was our winner for the October Coloring
Contest. He won a free pretzel at JoJo’s Pretzels in
Shipshewana.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop by
JoJo’s Pretzels to claim your drawing for a free
pretzel through November.

Runners-up were Heidi Slabach, age 6; Madison
Kate Lambright, age 5; Jonathan Hostetler, age 4;
and Ava Wagler, age 3. Honorable Mentions: Logan
Lambright, age 6; Adrian Lynn Bontrager, age 6;
Charlotte Beechy, age 6; Jeremy Hostetler, age 4;
Emmalee Lambright, age 6; and Janessa Dawn
Helmuth, age 5.

Be SURE to include all your information on @
the coloring page, even your age! We do not want

you to miss out! Remember, the contest is only for

children up to six years old.

Age:

It is born in
the air with no
body, no ears,

Ceremony
Chocolate

Christmas

Festival

Harrison

Ice block . and no mOllth
Lighting . ........ o >
Majestic . . bllt lt can heal'

Marshals

Merchants

Schedule Solution to Clueless

and talk back.
What is it?

Reindeer

Scavenger

Crossword is on pg 45.

SPONSORSHIP BANNER AVAILABLE!
SPACE FOR YOUR CONTACT

YOUR LOGO INFORMATION HERE:

H E RE A PERSONALIZED CALL TO ACTION
FOR YOUR BUSINESS
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414 E. Lake Street
Topeka, IN 46571
260-593-2988

Name: Age:

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Tiffany’s in Topeka this month! Winner gets a FREE
ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Tiffany’s. The Winning Drawings will be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS
claim your drawing for A FREE ICE-CREAM CONE at Tiffany’s in December. Mail submission to: LaGwana,
Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry deadline is November 19, 2024.

Address:
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Osborn

Promoted

Lake City Bank is pleased to an-
nounce that Leah M. Osborn has been
promoted to Retail Banking Officer at
the bank’s Middlebury branch.

In this position, Osborn leads sales
and service efforts in the branch, man-
ages the daily operations of the office
and supports office staff in their efforts

to provide quality service and build cus-

tomer relationships. She has
been with the bank for
two years.

Osborn volun-
teers with Junior
Achievement of

Northern Indi-
ana by helping
at the Junior
Achievement

BizTown.

DAYLIGHT
OAVINGY
TIME END9

NOVEMBER 3
200 AM

SET
YOUR
CLOCKS
BACK
ONE
HOUR!

44
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Solution to puzzle on page 41.
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message
From Erika!

Enter remaining letters starting at
the top and going left to right.

[LIAJVII[T[S]EIF

[ A]
(RIEIGIN[E[VIAIC]S)

NOW IT'S TIME

0H60L6B06

Riddle on page 42.
https://www.ezschool.com/Riddles/Riddle1 18 Ans.html E Q B H E B

We sell the Earth and Everything on it!

PO Box 393 e Topeka, IN 46571 Rod Lantz e 260-463-6652
WWW.groggmartin.com rodlantz@aol.com

eIndiana / Michigan Pesticide Applicatore

FREE

Commerical ESTIMATES!

260-499-0132

e Weed Control elnsect Control eLawn Fertilization
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All You Can Eat Fish & Chicken

Fish & Chicken 4:00-7:00pm
Concert 5:30prm

A Freewill Offering Will Be Received For The Prison Ministry ‘
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Shipshewana
ANTIQUE

AUCTION

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9 AM YEAR-ROUND

Antiques, collectibles,
furniture, primitives,
glassware, books,
advertising & more!

Call to consign antiques
and miscellaneous items.

Special Signs &
Advertising Auction
Wed, Dec. 18th @ 9AM

%X\‘\Qshew%e
«TradingPlace-

345 S Van Buren St
Shipshewana, IN
260-768-4129
ShipshewanaAuction.com

No Antique Auctions on
Dec. 25th & Jan. 1st
due to holiday.

Fall Show: Oct. 26th
Holiday Show: Dec. 7th

9AM - 3PM EST

S5 Admission

Featuring gifts, vintage items, home decor, crafts, clothing,

accessories, beauty products, jewelry, baked goods, signs and more!

%\\'\Qshew%‘?
«TradingPlace-

est. 1922

345 S Van Buren St. Shipshewana, IN 46565
(260) 768-4129
www.shipshewanatradingplace.com

Christmas Light Drive-Thru Experience

Shipshewana’s Lights of Joy light drive-
through experience is now home to more
than two million LED Christmas lights
displayed over an almost 2 mile symphony
of colorful light scenes, animatronics, and
more for this upcoming holiday season.

Opening Friday, November 22nd!

For more dates, hours, and ticket prices
visit shipshewanalightsofjoy.com!

SHIPSHEWANA

DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING HORSE SALE

Friday, November 29th, 2024

9:00 am - Loose Horses, Driving
Horses, Work Horses, Saddle Horses

9:00 am - Tack (Up to 5 Rings)
Inside Misc. Auction Building

2:00 pm - Ponies / Minis
Inside Misc. Auction Building

To pre-register your horse and secure
a seller number (optional), call the
Shipshewana Auction & Flea Market
at 260-768-4129. Sale order spots are
reserved on a first-come, first-serve basis.

The Hometown Treasure - November 24
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“As the coach I would like to say that this was the culmination of great attitudes and great
work ethic. I’'m blessed to be able to coach such a great group of hard working kids in a school
that values dedication and teamwork. I’m grateful to Coach Erica Mohr, the parents and West-
view administration that allowed this historic win to happen. This truly was the effort of the
amazing Westview community to pull off this record breaking win.” - Coach Don Williams

On Saturday, October 5, the Westview Jr High boys won the Indiana Cross Country Small School State Championship in
Terre Haute, beating the second place team by 124 points. This is the eighth state title for the Westview Jr High boys cross
country team, which is more than any other middle school in any sport in the history of Indiana.

Westview’s two All-State runners were Karl Bontrager placing 19th and Michael Bontrager placing 24th. This is the 10th
overall state championship in Westview Jr High history joining the girls 2022 Cross Country team State title and the 2022
boys Track and Field team state title.

The Westview boys also placed first in state in the JV race with Brendan Yoder winning the individual JV small school
state title.

The Westview Jr High girls placed 23rd in the Indiana Middle School State meet on Saturday. Leading the way for the
Westview ladies was Sara Bontrager placing 64th out of over 400 runners. The Westview JV girls team placed 15th in the

JV state competition.



