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1st
B O Y S  1 0 -1 2

Pink Panthers - (L-R) Trentlyn Wingard, Travis 
Miller, Derek Hochstetler, and Micaiah Bontrager. 2nd

B O Y S  1 0 -1 2

Rubber Duckies- (L-R) Tyler Yoder, Jaden Miller, 
Landon Nissley, and Jason Miller.

1st
B O Y S  1 3 -1 5

3 OG's - (L-R) Evan Bontrager, Brent Miller, and 
Brandon Yoder. 2nd

B O Y S  1 3 -1 5

Th e Rizzlers- (L-R) Braydon Yoder, Justin Slabach, 
and Jared Miller.

1st
O P E N  D I V I S I O N

Team Keyes - (L-R) Lucas Keyes, McCray Wenger, 
Kegan Young, and Brandon Deckert. 2nd

O P E N  D I V I S I O N

Globo Gym- (L-R) Rieder Hunley, Doug Soucy, Corey 
Weiderman, and Josh Weiderman.

1
Topeka Road Run Winners

Boys 1 Mile Fun Run Results: Ethan Rainsberger (2nd), Emmet Niccum (1st) 
and Nathan Martin (3rd).

Men's 5k Run Top Finishers. Winners were Levi Streeval (1st), Andy Williams 
(2nd) and Drew Sillaway (3rd).

Women's 5k Run Top Finishers. Winners were Ashlynn Myers (1st), Sarah 
Grigsby (2nd) and Emily Brodko (3rd).

Girls 1 Mile Fun Run Results: Sophie Schlabach (2nd), Kierra Roose (1st) and 
Emelia Jones (3rd).

All photos submitted
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The Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
first insertion for such advertising.

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for September 2025 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, August 19

Thursday, August 14 if you need a proof.

September Issue Date is Tuesday, Aug. 26.

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
	 Size	 width x height	 Rate
	 1/12 page.................... 23/8" x 23/8"................$45

	 1/6 page.(Vertical)... 23/8" x 47/8"
	 or.(Horizontal) .. 47/8" x 23/8"................$85

	 1/3 page.(Vertical)... 23/8" x 97/8"
	 or.(Square)..... 47/8" x 47/8".............$160

	 1/2 page.................... 73/8" x 47/8".............$225

	 2/3 page.................... 47/8" x 97/8".............$300

	 Full Page*.................... 73/8" x 97/8".............$400

	Inside Front*.................... 73/8" x 97/8".............$500

	 Inside Back*.................... 73/8" x 97/8".............$500

	 Back Cover*.................... 73/8" x 97/8".............$600
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork 
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

A

Publication

The Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,200

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 260-463-7257  
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during office hours:
 Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm
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August 21, 2025  
Parkview Physicians Group – Family Medicine. 8175 W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565 

September 10, 2025 
LaGrange County Health Department. 304 N. Townline Rd, LaGrange, IN 46761 

Call (260) 483-1847 to schedule your appointment.    

VACCINES SAVE LIVES 
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by Kim Ray Mishler

Th is page sponsored by

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com

again because the scar of the past 
trauma is still sore occasionally.

But I remembered a scripture I 
read recently from the 1st chapter of 
James. “But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt because the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the 
sea, blown and tossed by the wind.”  

It goes on to say that a person who 
doubts is double-minded and unstable 
in all they do. Yikes! Th at’s harsh, but 
all I can say is guilty as charged. Th is 
is precisely how I feel when I turn to 
doubt, fear, and worry. I feel chaotic, 
out of control, tossed about, and 
unstable. 

Further down in the passage, 
it says that those who persevere 
under trial are blessed because they 
have stood the test and will receive 

Doubt Th e Doubt
It’s probably a fair assumption to 

say that most folks have experienced 
trauma of some kind. A car accident, 
loss of a loved one, sickness, broken 
relationships…and the list goes on. 
Perhaps it’s also fair to say that most 
folks have experienced the relief that 
comes when restoration and healing 
occur after traumatic 
events.

But here’s the 
thing about trauma. 
No matter how far 
removed you are 
from it, the scar that 
remains from its 
past existence can 
have a grip on you. 
Past trauma can take 
us to “what if” land 
in no time fl at. What 
if it happens again? 
What if the healing from this was only 
temporary? What if? It’s a daunting 
reality. Traumatic experiences are the 
pre-requisite to fear and doubt. Th ey 
are a reason that fear, and doubt exist. 
We experience pain, we know it’s real, 
and we fear it can happen again. We 
temporarily forget that we’ve moved 
forward.   

Recently, I was fretting over 
something the Lord has healed in my 
life. I was fearful that it would happen 

the crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him. 
James reminds us even further that 
we are not to be deceived. Every good 
and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change! 

So, if God has given me the good 
gift of healing what 
was broken in my life, 
why would I think an 
unchanging God would 
change his mind? How 
can I thank him for 
restoring me from 
the pain of trauma in 
one breath and doubt 
he’s serious about it 
in another? Th at, my 
friends, is the defi nition 
of being double-minded, 
as James called it.

Th e reality is that I had a trial. 
I persevered through prayer and 
reliance on God. And the Lord 
responded with a great promise, 
crowning me with the crown of life.  
So how do I respond the next time 
doubt and fear creep in? First, when in 
doubt, I must doubt the doubt! Th en I 
will straighten my crooked crown and 
remember I am a child of the King who 
never changes! What about you? 

But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 
wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the 
Lord. Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.            

James 1:6-8
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RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & � ursday: 9-5

•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

•lndtana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator•

Commerical 
260-499-0132

FREE 
ESTIMATES! 

•Weed Control •Insect Control •Lawn Fertilization

Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5

260-593-3228 
5200 S SR 5 • Topeka, IN  46571 

M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12Pickup & Delivery Available

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  
Pleasing You Pleases Us
CLEAN UP SALE 

260-593-3228 
5200 S SR 5 • Topeka, IN  46571 

M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12

Echo Power 
Washer PW-3100

Sale $549.00

Echo PW 4200 
Sale $1399.00

3000-4200 PSI PO Box 70 
Shipshewana, IN 
260-768-7878 
LaGwana.com

print: we press your prints.print: we press your prints.
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M NEYWise

Th is article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMS®, 
120 N Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 46565, 
PH: 260-768-4348. Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC. Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial 

advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You 

should consult your attorney or qualifi ed tax 

advisor regarding your situation.

You Have An Estate Plan — Whether You Know it or Not
Th ink estate planning is only for 

the wealthy or elderly? Th ink again. 
If you own anything — a home, a car, 
a savings account, even a pet — you 
already have an estate plan. Th e only 
question is: Did you create it, or will 
your state do it for you?

When someone passes away 
without an estate plan, state laws 
take over, deciding who gets what 
and when. Th is legal process may 
not refl ect your wishes. Th at’s why 
taking control of your assets through 
a personal estate plan should be a 
top priority.

At its core, estate planning 
is about clarifying your wishes 
and making things easier for 
your heirs. It ensures your assets 
are distributed according to your 
preferences, designates who will 
make decisions on your behalf if 
you can’t and provides guidance 
for your care in a medical crisis. 
Most plans include four key 
components:

1. A Will – Th is document 
outlines how your assets should be 
distributed after your death and 
names an executor to oversee the 
process in probate court. It can 
also designate guardians for minor 
children. Keep in mind that a will 
doesn’t cover everything — certain 
transfer on death (TOD) accounts and 
jointly held property may bypass your 
will entirely.

2. Power of Attorney – If you 
become incapacitated, you’ll want 
someone you trust to be able to make 

decisions on your behalf. A durable 
power of attorney designates such a 
person, helping to ensure your bills 
are paid, your business continues (if 
you have one) and your wishes are 
honored.

3. Health Care Directive – 
Sometimes called a living will, this 
document spells out your preferences 
for medical treatment if you’re unable 
to speak for yourself. It can also 
designate someone to make health 
care decisions for you.

4. Benefi ciary Designations – 
Accounts like 401(k)s, IRAs, and life 
insurance policies transfer directly 
to the people you name, regardless of 
what your will says. It’s essential to 
review these benefi ciary designations 
regularly, especially after signifi cant 
life events such as marriage, divorce, 
death of a spouse or the birth of a 
child.

One common myth is that a will is 
all you need. But wills only take eff ect 
after death; they don’t help if you’re 
alive but unable to make decisions. 

Another misconception is that estate 
planning is only for the wealthy. In 
truth, planning is about more than 
money — it’s about making things 
easier for the people you love during 
diffi  cult times.

An eff ective estate plan can 
prevent costly legal battles, reduce 
confusion and give your loved ones a 
clear roadmap to follow. It also allows 
you to leave a legacy that refl ects your 
values and priorities.

As your life changes, your estate 
plan should change along with it. 
Review your documents every few 
years or after major life events. 
It’s often a good idea to seek help 
with such reviews. Your fi nancial 
advisor or attorney can guide you 
through the process, ensuring 
your plan fi ts your unique 
circumstances.

In the end, estate planning 
isn’t just about planning for what 
happens when you are gone. It’s 
about feeling confi dent, knowing 

that what matters most — your 
family, your purpose, your legacy — is 
protected. 
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LaGrange County LaGrange County 
LibraryLibrary

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.
Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Th is Page Made Possible by 

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444
M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841

M - Th  • 9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
Friday • 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Below are the events planned for August 2025.
All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions, 

please call the LaGrange library for further information.

Youth Interest
Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5) � eme: At the Zoo!

LaGrange • Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana • Tuesdays • 1 p.m.
Topeka • Wednesdays • 11 a.m.

Enjoys stories, songs, and rhymes with a fun craft or activity.

Makerspace (Ages 5 & Up)
No Makerspace in August 

Join us on Wednesday afternoons in September.

Lego Play (Ages 5 & Up) (Registration not required)
LaGrange • Th ursdays in August • 2:30 -7 p.m.  

Parents must stay with children ages 10 and under. Drop in any tme between 2:30 
and 7:00. All of our Legos will be out to build anything you want, or attempt to 

complete the challenges for the month.

Teen Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange • Monday, August 11 • 4–7:30 p.m. 

Drop in anytime and stay as long as you can. Play larger group party type games 
or settle in for something longer. Feel free to shift to the Pokemon Club at 6:00 if 

interested or stay playing other games.

Pokemon Club (Ages 8-18) (Registration not required)
LaGrange • Monday, August 11 • 6-7:30 p.m. 

Join us to have fun playing Pokemon, trading cards, and learning strategies for 
improving your game. Bringing cards to trade is optional. You can sign up online or 

call the library to help us know how many are coming.

Book Clubs (Registration not required)
LaGrange • Tuesday, August 19 • 4-5 p.m.

Elementary: Grades 1-3 Reading & Discussing: Sydney & Taylor Explore the 
Whole, Wide World. You will get your book at the meeting, We will begin reading the 

book together and do a fun activity related to the book, then you will take the book 
home with you to fi nish reading and bring back next month.

Mid-Grade: Grades 4-7 Discussing: Library Girl by Polly Horvath.
Come to the library to get your book in July to read and discuss in August. At each 

meeting we will discuss the book we read over the last month and do a fun activity or 
craft related to the story.

Family Movie Night (All Ages) 
LaGrange • Friday, August 22 • 6 p.m.

A Minecraft Movie Rated PG. Free popcorn provided! Bring your own covered 
drink.

Adult Interest

Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)
LaGrange • Saturday, August 9 • 11 a.m.

Th is month we'll discuss "Th e Nine" by Gwen Strauss. 
Th e true story of the author's great aunt Helene Podiasky, who led a band of 

nine female resistance fi ghters as they escaped a German Forced labor camp and 
made a ten-day journey across the front lines of WWII from Germany back to 

Paris. Copies of the book are available at the LaGrange's Adult Desk.

Chicago Architecture by Land and River
Saturday, August 16 • One Day Motorcoach Trip

Depart LaGrange Town Hall 7:30 a.m., return approximately 7:30 p.m.
Cost $264 per person. Registration and $25 deposit due to S&S Travel by July 

16, 2025. Information & registration forms at all library branches.

Culinary Adventures: Historic Goshen (Ages 12+)
Th ursday, August 21

South Side Soda Shop • 1122 S Main St, Goshen, IN 
Olympia Candy Kitchen • 136 N Main St, Goshen, IN

 Meet at South Side Soda Shop at noon. Experience two Goshen landmarks! All food 
purchases will be at your own expense. Must register at LaGrange library or call 260-463-

2841 x 1030 so we'll know how many to expect.

Patchwork Trails – Dallas Lake Park (All Ages)
Our Lady, Patroness of America Center 

2730 E Northport Rd., Rome City, IN
Tuesday, August 19 • 6 p.m. 

We will be walking the grounds only. Patchwork Trails combines exercise, 
education, friendship, and fun! No fees or registration required, just meet at the 

designated starting point. All ages welcome.

Make & Take with Deb - Painted Apron (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Wednesday, August 20 • 6 p.m. 

Participants will paint an apron with bib, using fabric paints and stencils. Th is will be 
perfect for protecting clothes when working on art projects, cooking or entertaining. 
Cost is $25 per person. Must register with a non-refundable $15 deposit by August 

13 at Adult Services Desk LaGrange Library

Cookbook Club
LaGrange • Saturday, August 23 • 11:00 a.m.

Th is month's cookbook is: "Th e Complete Summer Cookbook" by America's Test 
Kitchen. Check out the book at the LaGrange Adult Services Desk, choose a recipe 
from the book, make it and bring it to the Cookbook Club carry-in! Families welcome. 
Plates, silverware, coff ee & tea provided. Meets the 4th Saturday of each month.

Friends of the LaGrange Co Public Library  - Book, DVD, &  Audiobook Sale
Wednesday, August 13 • 2:00  p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - F.O.L. Members only   •  Th ursday, August 14 • 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Open to Public  

Friday, August 15 • 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Open to Public  •  Saturday, August 16 • 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Open to Public
Friends of the LaGrange Co. Public Library Memberships can be purchased or renewed at the Sale.

All library locations will by CLOSED on Monday, September 1 in observance of Labor Day.
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2025 FeNGkē 5K Fun Run & Walk
Saturday Aug 16 • 

Registration 8 am -9 am
 Run/Walk begins 9:30 am

Goody Bag Ticket: $30 
Run/Walk only Ticket: $15

FeNGkē: Th e phonetic spelling of "funky" 
& it contains the word fen! Walkers and 
runners of all ages and skill levels are 
welcome! Th e course is a combination 
of accessible boardwalks and crushed 
limestone trails that meander through 
the woods and beautiful fen. Located 
at Pine Knob Park in LaGrange County, 
this fun run and walk wraps around the 
Mike Metz Fen. Trail Runners, walkers, 
joggers, and strollers are welcome. Th is is 
not a timed event and is open to all who 
want to participate.
Child: ages 10-12, Teen: ages 13-19 
Adult: ages 20-50, Masters: Ages 51 
and up. Dress "FeNGkē" in a funky, fun, 
family-friendly costume for a chance to 
win best overall costume prize.  Online 
registration is live for goody bag tickets 
at https://runsignup.com/Race/IN/
Howe/Fengke5k. 

Canoe at Pine Knob
Friday, Aug 1 • 12 pm - 5 pm

Pine Knob Park, 2835 E SR 120, Howe
Borrow a park canoe and life jacket for 
30 minute timespan to paddle on Meteer 
Lake. Canoes and jackets available on a 
fi rst come basis. Children ages 15 and 
younger must be accompanied by an 
adult. Event will be canceled for high 
wind or storms.

It's Beach Time!
We have three public beaches to enjoy 
this summer - when it fi nally gets warm! 
Summer hours through Labor Day, 8 am 
- 9 pm. No Lifeguards - swim at your own 
risk. Dallas Lake Park Beach has a $1 per 
person daily fee or a $40 Summer Family 
Pass.

August NewsJuly NewsAugust 
Events

Quilt Class
Saturday, August 23 • 9 am–3 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $25 ($5 is given back to Parks)

Registration is required. Instructions are 
provided upon registration. To register, 
call the Park Offi  ce at 260-854-2225.

Sewing Group
Wednesday, Aug 20 • 9:30 am–3:30 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $5 donation for Parks 

What is a UFO? If you answered an 
unfi nished object, this is the perfect 
sewing group for you! Bring your sewing 
machine and supplies, and get help and 
direction with your project! Th is is a 
wonderful opportunity to socialize and 
share ideas with others. Please bring 
your own lunch/drink, and a snack to 
share. Please RSVP with Linda Grobis at 
260-351-3609.

Folk Jams
Folk Jams at Maple Wood Nature 
Center are taking a break for the 

summer. Check back this fall! 

Every Park Every Trail
Saturday, Aug 2 • 9 am

Mike Metz Fen Trail at Pine Knob Park
2825 E SR 120 Howe, IN

2025 Every Park Every Trail Walking 
Club will be August 2 at Mike Metz Fen 
Trail, 2825 E SR 120, Howe, IN. Th e 
walk will begin at 9am at the Pine Knob 
Clubhouse. Trail maps may be found at 
the trailhead, on the LaGrange County 
Parks website, or on the AllTrails App. It 
is free to participate. Walk at your own 
pace; there will be a fun reward for those 
who participate! A Park Representative 
will be present for check-in. For more, 
visit www.lagrangecountyparks.org or call 
260-854-2225. 

Patchwork Trails
Tuesday, Aug 19 • 6 pm-7 pm

Our Lady, Patroness of America Center
2730 E Northport Road, Rome City, IN
Patchwork Trails combines exercise, 
education, friendship, and fun! Th e 2025 
Patchwork Trails Walking Season shares 
six guided nature walks in area parks. 
Each walk will showcase seasonal beauty 
unique to each property. We'll look at 
what's blooming, what's singing, what's 
fl ying, and what's underfoot. A detailed 
description of each walk will be put on 
the Parks website calendar prior to each 
walk, at lagrangecountyparks.org. No fees 
or registration are required, just meet 
at the designated starting point. Make 
sure to dress for the elements! Each walk 
lasts approximately one hour. Walk is on 
grassy lawn.
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Four LaGrange 
County Students 

Receive Healthcare 
Scholarships

Th ree graduating seniors and a 
college junior have each been awarded 
a $1,000 Parkview LaGrange Hospi-
tal scholarship as they pursue health-
care-related studies.

High school seniors Caraline 
Schackow, Kaleb Hagerman and Mak-
enna Mynhier and college junior Kate-
lyn Eash were selected to receive the 
scholarships, which are made possible 
by donations to the Parkview Health 
Foundation.

Caraline Schackow, of Lakeland 
Junior-Senior High School, will begin 
studies in nursing or exercise science at 
Ball State University this fall.

Kaleb Hagerman, of Lakeland Ju-
nior-Senior High School, will attend 
Trine University to study nursing.

Makenna Mynhier, of Lakeland 
Junior-Senior High School, plans to 
attend IU Fort Wayne for nursing this 
fall.

Katelyn Eash is a rising junior at In-
diana Wesleyan University, where she is 
majoring in nursing with the addition 
of a certifi cate in child advocacy.

Th e scholarship program is admin-
istered by Parkview Health Foundation. 
Scholarship winners are selected by a 
review committee comprising foun-
dation leaders and leaders at PLH. Up 
to four scholarships are available each 
year for three high school students and 
one adult learner. 

Feed My Starving 
Children Mobile 

Pack Event Coming!
Feed My Starving Children Mobile 

Pack Event will be August 18-22 at the 
MEC in Shipshewana. Th is event pro-
vides people with a fun, rewarding vol-
unteer experience for people of all ages 
to join together and provide meals for 
children around the world. Visit www.
brightonchapel.com or call 260-562-
2505 to sign up starting July 1st. 

Noah Cleveland and 
Deb Egli Honored by 

DAR

Incoming Westview High School 
freshman Noah Cleveland and Deb Egli 
were recently honored by the LaGrange 
de Lafayette Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution for their 
volunteer community service.  Th e 
award ceremony took place at Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church in LaGrange and was 
a part of the Liberty Tree Dedication.   

Noah Cleveland has volunteered 
for several years at the Topeka Area 
Historical Society giving tours of the 
Depot Museum and producing the 
group’s Memorable Moments in Topeka 
History video series on YouTube.  Deb 
Egli was recognized for her years of ser-
vice with the Topeka Chamber of Com-
merce where she organized 4th of July 
celebrations and numerous other civic 
events.

Also receiving awards were JoAnn 
Waldron Fichtner, Mike Metz, Gary Lit-
ke, Deb Gaham, Daniel & Nann Kragt, 
and Sandra Klausing.  Th e town boards 
of LaGrange, Shipshewana, and Topeka 
were also recognized.  

Free Community 
Supper

Wednesday, August 20th, 5-7 p.m., 
at the Shipshewana Nazarene Church, 
2695N 900W, Shipshewana. 

 Shipshewana

est. 1922

Shipshewana

345 S Van Buren St
Shipshewana, IN

260-768-4129
ShipshewanaAuction.com

A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S !A L L  T YP E S  O F  F L E A  MA R K E T  I T E M S !  
All  kinds of fowl, poultry, small animals, pets,

produce, baked goods, antiques & more.

Swap Meets
Food

Vendors
SAT., AUG. 2, 2025

OPEN FROM DAYLIGHT - 1:00 PM

 Shipshewana

est. 1922

Space size: 20' x 25'
Cost per Space: $25
Parking/Vehicle: $5

2025 Remaining Dates: 
Aug 2, Sep 20

& Oct 18 345 S Van Buren St • Shipshewana, IN
260-768-4129

ANTIQUE 
AUCTION 

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9 AM YEAR-ROUND

Antiques, collectibles, 
furniture, primitives, 

glassware, books,  
advertising & more! 

 

Call to consign antiques 
and miscellaneous items.

ShipshewanaFleaMarket.com
260-768-4129

Labor Day Extended Flea MarketLabor Day Extended Flea Market
Sept. 1st, 2nd & 3rd | Open 8am - 4pm each day!Sept. 1st, 2nd & 3rd | Open 8am - 4pm each day!
Also Open EVERY Tues. & Wed. thru October 1st!Also Open EVERY Tues. & Wed. thru October 1st!

Auction & Flea Market Shipshewana

est. 1922

MIDWEST’SMIDWEST’S

LARGESTLARGEST
FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET

Shipshewana

The Farmstead Inn & Conference 
Center is currently seeking 

part-time housekeepers. 

Stop by the hotel’s front desk or contact 
Chad at (260) 768-4595 to apply.
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Four LaGrange 
County Students 

Receive Healthcare 
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Th ree graduating seniors and a 
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Foundation.
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Ball State University this fall.

Kaleb Hagerman, of Lakeland Ju-
nior-Senior High School, will attend 
Trine University to study nursing.

Makenna Mynhier, of Lakeland 
Junior-Senior High School, plans to 
attend IU Fort Wayne for nursing this 
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Katelyn Eash is a rising junior at In-
diana Wesleyan University, where she is 
majoring in nursing with the addition 
of a certifi cate in child advocacy.

Th e scholarship program is admin-
istered by Parkview Health Foundation. 
Scholarship winners are selected by a 
review committee comprising foun-
dation leaders and leaders at PLH. Up 
to four scholarships are available each 
year for three high school students and 
one adult learner. 

Feed My Starving 
Children Mobile 

Pack Event Coming!
Feed My Starving Children Mobile 

Pack Event will be August 18-22 at the 
MEC in Shipshewana. Th is event pro-
vides people with a fun, rewarding vol-
unteer experience for people of all ages 
to join together and provide meals for 
children around the world. Visit www.
brightonchapel.com or call 260-562-
2505 to sign up starting July 1st. 

Noah Cleveland and 
Deb Egli Honored by 

DAR

Incoming Westview High School 
freshman Noah Cleveland and Deb Egli 
were recently honored by the LaGrange 
de Lafayette Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution for their 
volunteer community service.  Th e 
award ceremony took place at Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church in LaGrange and was 
a part of the Liberty Tree Dedication.   

Noah Cleveland has volunteered 
for several years at the Topeka Area 
Historical Society giving tours of the 
Depot Museum and producing the 
group’s Memorable Moments in Topeka 
History video series on YouTube.  Deb 
Egli was recognized for her years of ser-
vice with the Topeka Chamber of Com-
merce where she organized 4th of July 
celebrations and numerous other civic 
events.

Also receiving awards were JoAnn 
Waldron Fichtner, Mike Metz, Gary Lit-
ke, Deb Gaham, Daniel & Nann Kragt, 
and Sandra Klausing.  Th e town boards 
of LaGrange, Shipshewana, and Topeka 
were also recognized.  

Free Community 
Supper

Wednesday, August 20th, 5-7 p.m., 
at the Shipshewana Nazarene Church, 
2695N 900W, Shipshewana. 

PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

574.825.5458
WWW.HUMMELGRP.COM

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540

• Available in 
multiple racks 
across the area
• Stay stocked 
no matter the 
day or location
• Be notifi ed 
when supply is 
running low

PO Box 70 
Shipshewana, IN 
260-768-7878
LaGwana.com

BROCHUREBROCHURE  
DistributionDistribution

Photo submitted
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Lake City Bank’s 
Ashley R. McGhan 

Promoted To Retail 
Banking Offi  cer

Lake City 
Bank is pleased 
to announce that 
Ashley R. McGhan 
has been promot-
ed to Retail Bank-
ing Offi  cer at the 
bank’s Goshen 
Concord branch.

In this posi-
tion, McGhan leads sales and service 
eff orts in the branch, manages the dai-
ly operations of the offi  ce and supports 
offi  ce staff  in their eff orts to provide 
quality service and build customer rela-
tionships. She has been with the bank 
for 10 years.

McGhan volunteers with Junior 
Achievement, Boys and Girls Club of 
Elkhart County and teaches money 
smart classes through the bank.

Lake City Bank, a $6.9 billion bank 
headquartered in Warsaw, Indiana, was 
founded in 1872 and serves Central and 
Northern Indiana communities with 
54 branch offi  ces and a robust digital 
banking platform. Lake City Bank’s 
community banking model prioritiz-
es building in-market long-term cus-
tomer relationships while delivering 
technology-forward solutions for retail 
and commercial clients. Th e bank is the 
single bank subsidiary of Lakeland Fi-
nancial Corporation (Nasdaq Global Se-
lect/LKFN). For more information visit 
www.lakecitybank.com. 

Lake City Bank’s 
Carrie L. Heavner 

Promoted to 
Assistant Vice 

President, Retail 
Banking Offi  cer

Lake City 
Bank is pleased 
to announce that 
Carrie L. Heavner 
has been promoted 
to Assistant Vice 
President, Retail 
Banking Offi  cer at 
the bank’s Misha-
waka branch.

In this position, Heavner leads 
sales and service eff orts in the branch, 
manages the daily operations of the 
offi  ce and supports offi  ce staff  in their 
eff orts to provide quality service and 
build customer relationships. She has 
been with the bank for 24 years.

Heavner earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Purdue University. She volunteers 
with Joy Blooms and Wellfi eld Botanic 
Gardens.

Lake City Bank, a $6.9 billion bank 
headquartered in Warsaw, Indiana, was 
founded in 1872 and serves Central and 
Northern Indiana communities with 
54 branch offi  ces and a robust digital 
banking platform. Lake City Bank’s 
community banking model prioritiz-
es building in-market long-term cus-
tomer relationships while delivering 
technology-forward solutions for retail 
and commercial clients. Th e bank is the 
single bank subsidiary of Lakeland Fi-
nancial Corporation (Nasdaq Global Se-
lect/LKFN). For more information visit 
www.lakecitybank.com. 

Photo submitted

Photo submitted

             

 

 
 
 
 
 

The LaGrange County Health Department 
will be hosting immunization clinics.  

Monday, September 8th, 9:00 am to Noon 
(5700 W 700 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565) 

 
Monday, September 22nd, 9 am to 11:00 AM  

Dayspring Christian Healthcare  
(1155 N 1200 W, Middlebury, IN 46540)  

 
Tuesday, September 30th, 9 am to Noon  

(1850 E 600 S, Wolcottville, IN 46795) 
 
 

Please call (260) 499-4182 Extension 1 

to schedule your appointment. 

-All By Appointments only- 
These clinics are open to all LaGrange County 
and surrounding county residents. Donations 
welcome, most health insurance accepted. 

 

Study Checking*

*Visit BFirst.bank for more details

BFirst.bank | 574.825.2166

Cash Back Rewards,  Cash Back Rewards,  
No Service Fees, and more!No Service Fees, and more!
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PO Box 70 
Shipshewana, IN 

        260-768-7878 
LaGwana.com

your message with style
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LaGrange County Barn Trail

Nestled along the scenic country-
side of Shipshewana and LaGrange 
County stand agricultural monuments 
of rural life. Th e humble barn is more 
than just a shelter for animals like 
horses, cows, and pigs, and more than 
storage for bales of hay and straw. 
Th ese familiar sites dot the landscape 
of Amish Country, and each has a 
historic past as rich and deep as the 
ground on which they’re built.

Drive any length of road through 
the Heart of Amish Country and you’ll 
see your fair share of barns. For those 
looking to walk through the historic 
structures, the LaGrange County Barn 
Trail off ers experiences to do just that. 
Th is self-guided experience is perfect 
for history buff s, agricultural enthusi-
asts, and families eager to explore the 
buildings and speak with the owners 
about each one's treasured past.

Th e Indiana Barn Foundation and 
the Shipshewana/LaGrange County 
CVB are hosting the tour showcasing 
eight barns around LaGrange on Satur-
day, September 13, from 10 am-5 pm. 
With free and additional paid events 
planned for Friday as well. “Exploring 

these barns off ers a unique glimpse 
into our region's agricultural heritage. 
It’s a wonderful opportunity for fami-
lies and history enthusiasts alike to get 
outdoors, connect with the past, and 
appreciate the craftsmanship of these 
structures,” said CVB Executive Direc-
tor Sonya Nash. “If you ever wanted 
to paint your own barn quilt or step 
inside an Amish barn and farm, this 
is your one chance to enjoy a unique 
experience.”

Th e tour will begin at the Pretty 
Valley Barn in LaGrange, owned by 
Steve and Deanna Engleking. Built 
in the 1940s to milk 40 Jersey cows, 
the barn was constructed of concrete 
mixed on site and poured using wheel-
barrows and ramps. It includes a me-
chanical gutter system, four freshening 
stalls, a milk house, and a granary. To-
day, the barn serves as storage and a 
workshop for the owner of the 7.5-acre 
farmstead.

Board President of the Barn Foun-
dation, Kent Yeager, said, “Our mission 
of preserving Indiana's historical barns 
is vital to keeping the tradition alive 
for future generations. Th ese barns are 

not just structures; they are symbols of 
our agricultural heritage and commu-
nity spirit.”

More than 30,000 barns once dot-
ted farms across Indiana, according to 
Purdue University administrator and 
barn expert Mauri Williamson in an 
IndyStar article. Since 2013, that num-
ber has decreased to 20,000. Th e mis-
sion of events such as the barn tour is 
to make sure barns are protected and 
restored all throughout Indiana.

Being part of the LaGrange Coun-
ty Barn Trail off ers you the opportu-
nity to adventure through the historic 
barns at the heart of Amish Country. 
Rome has its marble columns and fres-
coed ceilings. Indiana has weathered, 
proud, and painted barns full of heri-
tage and stories.

Tickets are available for $20 and 
can be purchased online ahead of time 
or at the barn tour headquarters at the 
Pretty Barn on the day of the tour. For 
questions about the LaGrange County 
Barn Trail, call the Shipshewana/La-
Grange County CVB at 260-768-4008 
or visit https://visitshipshewana.org/
barn-tour/. 

Photos submitted

Open HouseOpen House

He

rita
ge Trails

Bike Shop
Bicycle Sales and Service

6435S 600W • Topeka, IN • 46571

260.768.8127

 
SOME EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY

TANDEMSTANDEMS

Open HouseOpen House
August 12-16, 2025August 12-16, 2025

Tuesday - Friday 8:00-5:00 • Saturday 8:00-NoonTuesday - Friday 8:00-5:00 • Saturday 8:00-Noon

RefreshmentsRefreshments
& Prizes!& Prizes!

$100 O� 

Zyklus 
Recumbents

Batch Bicycles
Perfect for School Aged 
Children 15% off!

WE MAKE DREAM
HOMES COME TRUE.

Loans subject to credit approval. Rural 1st® is a tradename and Rural 1st , the Rolling Hills Window icon, Rural Logic, and Closer to 
What Matters are exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid America, NMLS 407249. Rural 1st products are available to consumers 
within the territories of participating Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender.

When your goal is to get Closer to What Matters®, we’re ready to help you get started.

- Rural home, lot and construction financing

- Auction financing available

- Local loan officers that live in your communities

- We make home visits 

Construction Loans • Lot Loans • Land Loans • Home Loans

Matt Miller 
Rural 1st Loan Officer 
260.336.5984 
NMLS 560497
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M A R I O N 
C H R I S T I A N
FELLOWSHIP

Charity Cook will be speaking at Marion Christian Fellowship August 8th and 9th 
at 6:30pm and August 10th at 9:30am (giving that Sunday’s sermon).

Charity is a frequent speaker at many of our events and brings a prophetic 
teaching gi�  to her ministry along with a deep well of practical equipping. 
As a Global Awakening associate evangelist, she has proven to be a woman of 
character, anointing, and deep thinking. Charity is a graduate of Global School of 
Supernatural Ministry’s inaugural class and has been serving on the Global sta�  
since 2006.

Charity developed a strong prophetic gi� ing during her time in ministry school 
and is known to deliver timely, accurate prophetic words. In addition, she enjoys 
the impact of expository preaching & discovering the truths of Scripture. She 
holds an M.A. in Practical � eology from Regent University, serves as Executive 
Assistant for Global Awakening and is traveling internationally for ministry 
engagements.

Charity grew up in Pennsylvania but since joining Global, she has ministered all 
around the world, seeing the Body of Christ encouraged and built up.

August 8th, August 9th at 6:30pm 
& August 10th at 9:30am at Marion 
Christian Fellowship
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Th ere were two Grand Marshals 
chosen for the 2025 Topkea 4th of July 
parade. Th ese two are a Mother/Daugh-
ter duo. Th ey have been very involved 
in the community for many years.

Deb Egli and her daughter Stacey 
Massey both felt very honored to be 
asked to be the Grand Marshals this 
year. Deb has been helping with the 
4th of July events for over 40 years and 
Stacey for 14 years. Th eir favorite part 
of the 4th of July celebration is seeing 
the smiles on the faces of all the chil-
dren that come to see the parade and be 
a part of the diff erent events. 

Th ey have both been involved with 
and held many positions in the Topeka 
Chamber of Commerce over the years 
and they also appreciate all the other 
people that give their time to Topeka 
to keep traditions going. Appreciate all 
of the friends they have made during 
that time. 

When asked what they love most 
about Topeka, Deb answered that they 
love the small hometown feeling. Th ey 
wanted to raise their families in the 
area because of the Westview School 

system, where their children excelled 
in academics and sports. Stacey and 
her family were living in Maryland 
and wanted to move back to this area 
to have a safe place and a great school 
system to raise their family in. 

Deb was originally from central 
Illinois. She graduated from Morton 
Community High School in 1970 and 
was married to John Egli in the Fall of 
that same year, when he was a Senior 
at Goshen College. In 1972 they moved 
to Guadalajara, Mexico for 3 1/2 years 
while he was in medical school. Th ey 
moved to Ft Wayne while he was in his 
residency program and then to Topeka 
in 1981. Th ey have 4 children and 15 
grandchildren. Th eir oldest child, An-
drea is married and lives in Muncie, 
IN. Son JJ owns and operates Topeka 
Do It Best and he and his wife live just 
around the corner from them. Middle 
daughter Anika lives in Ft. Wayne and 
youngest daughter Stacey lives with 
her family in Topeka and works at To-
peka Do It Best. Th ey also hosted sev-
eral exchange students over the years.

Stacey was born in Ft. Wayne in 

October of 1979. Th e family built a 
house in Wolcottville and moved into 
that house in July of 1980. She went to 
Topeka Elementary through 4th grade. 
Her class was the fi rst to go through 
both 5th and 6th grade at Westview 
Elementary and graduated from West-
view in 1998. Her family was living 
outside Baltimore in a town called Pas-
adena. Th eir son Jack had just been 
born and their daughter Norah would 
be starting school in a couple of years, 
so they wanted to move to a safer place 
to raise them and settle into country 
life. She is so happy that her kids got to 
grow up here and also attend and grad-
uate from Westview! 

Stacey works at Topeka Do It Best. 
She thinks Topeka is a special town 
with so much heart and soul and is very 
excited to see what the future brings 
for Topeka!

Stacey said “Good luck to Topeka 
Together! You have been doing a fan-
tastic job so far with the activities you 
have added. Th ank you for wanting to 
see our little town continue to grow 
and strive to be better.” 

2025 Grand Marshals: 
Deb Egli & Stacey Massey
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Independence Day 
Celebration

Photos by Dan Pruitt2
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Independence Day 
Parade

Photos by Abby Wenger 3
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 1 Luke Fry, Neva Bontrager, Kyle 
Kurtz, Jenna Sowaileh, Jordan 
Yoder

 2 Gunnar Barkman, Gwendolyn 
Burgi, Trent Miller, Jason 
Schrock, Calli Slabach 

 3 Caspen Bunch, Madison 
Lambright, Nathan Martin

 4 Sheldon Frey, Julie Yoder
 5 Austin Bontrager, Cynthia 

Osorio-Luna, Aryanna Schrock
 6 Amara Eudy, Logan Lambright, 

Liam Slabach, Seth Troyer, 
Keith Yoder

    7    Braelynn McLaughlin, Elyas 
Gaber

 8 Millie Mishler, Kyla Th ompson, 
Baron Yoder

 9 Evan Byroad, Ash Hadula, 
Gracelynn Noble

 10 Reagan Beechy, Damien Jacobs
 11 Audrey Lambright
 12 Lori Miller, Nichole Miller
 13 Francis Baker, Kimber Mast, 

Ruth Miller, Melanie Troyer, 
Brynlee Wingard 

 14 Heidi Miller, Matthew Wengerd
 15 Carter Miller, Janie Slabach, 

Harper Slattery, Donna Yoder
 16 Gavin Bauman, Knox Fry, 

Lilleigh Mast, Landon Miller
 17 Jolyn Yoder
  18  Samantha Bontrager, Gibson 

Schwartz
 19 Kenlin Bontrager, Eleanor 

Brown, Avery England, Grayson 
England, Allane Ferrin, Lilah 
Miller, Adalena Stemm, Michael 
Stemm, Adam Yoder

August
  Kids Club

Birthdays

Athletics 
Information

2025-2026 All Sports Passes
Family Pass:  $195.00
Adult Pass:  $75.00
College Student Pass (Under 25 yrs. Old):  $45.00
Senior Citizen Pass (Over 65 yrs. Old):  $45.00
K-12 Student Pass:  $30.00

REMINDER:  Your ALL SPORTS PASS includes Westview Elementa-
ry, Junior High and High School sporting events, (including general 
admission to HS Boys Basketball.  If interested in reserving a seat for 
HS boys’ basketball, please contact the Athletic Dept).  It DOES NOT 
cover any NECC, Invitationals, Sectionals or a Tourney that we host.  

Athletic Fee
Junior High/5th and 6th Grade - $10.00
High School - $15.00
Th is fee is for each sport they participate in. Th e athletic dept. will 
collect at the beginning of each season.

Physicals
Each athlete needs to have an updated physical in order to partici-
pate in ANY sports.  Physicals for the 2025-2026 school year need
 to be dated after April 1, 2025. Th is is for grades 5th – 12th.

Any questions please contact the athletic dept at (260)768-4411.
Th ank you! 
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School 
Information

Westview 7th Grade 
Orientation

Westview Jr. Sr. High School will 
be hosting  7th grade orientation on 
Monday,  August 4th. Doors will open 
at 6:00 p.m with the event starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m in 
the Wilson Auditorium.  Please come 
in through Door 19 (South parking 
lot). 

High School Registration
Registration for grades 8-12 will be 

the following dates /times: 
• Tuesday,  August 5th,  from 8:00 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m.
• Wednesday,  August 6th, from 11:00 

a.m to  5:00 p.m. 
• Th ursday, August 7th, from 8:00 a.m 

to 3:00 p.m.  

First Day of School
Th e fi rst day of school for all stu-

dents will be Tuesday, August 12th, 
starting at 8:10 a.m.  Students will re-
port to assigned rooms where they will 
receive their schedules, student hand-
books and other pertinent information.

High School Picture Day
School picture day for Westview 

Jr.-Sr. High School this year will be 
Th ursday, August 21st 

 20 Brendan Hochstetler, Abel 
Kistler, Cyrus Miller, Lyndon 
Wingard

 21  Nicholas Bontrager, Jaisyn 
Calvillo, Gatlin Hochstetler, 
Darius Lehman, Sean 
Williams

 22 Andrew Helmuth, Nolan 
Lambright, Addellyn 
McLaughlin, Hadelyn Martin, 
Landon Schlabach, Amber 
Yoder

 23 Hamzah Omar  
 24 Isaiah Hershberger, Blake 

Hochstetler, Jayna Miller
 25 Braden Detweiler, Kingston 

Roth, Taelyn Lambert, 
Brenna Mauck, Kenady 
Miller, Bryson Mullet, Travis 
Ritchie, Bryson Schwartz 

 26 Isabella Marcum, Adrian 
Troyer

 27 Kaylee Beachy, Asher 
Kauff man, Maxwell Reff ett, 
Landon Schlabach, Nyanchai 
Sornross, Carson Stinnett 

 28 Cameron Miller, Makyla 
Schwartz, Jacob Yoder, 
Joshua Yoder

 29 Ryan Mast, Bryson Roth
 30 Caleb Miller, Dahlia Smith, 

Nicolas Wilkins
 31 Norman Jackson, Alexis 

McDonald, Elijah Miller
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7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., � urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!
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HAWPATCH TRAIL
FUNDRAISER

JOIN US FOR A
HAYSTACK DINNER!

Haystack Dinner
Silent Auction

Help us unlock a
$225,000 matching
grant for the trail.

The 17-mile Hawpatch
Trail, linking Noble,
LaGrange, and Elkhart
Counties along the
historic Wabash Railroad
corridor.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2025
3:30 PM - 7:00 PM

TOPEKA FIRE STATION
180 CROSSFIRE DRIVE, TOPEKA, IN 46571

WHAT’S HAPPENING:

WHY IT MATTERS:

All proceeds go toward building this incredible community asset.

CertificateBoard

g y

CertificateBoard
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Max Engle pitched for the Indi-
ana North All-Star team in the North 
vs South game on June 28th & 29th at 
Purdue University.

In the 3 innings Max pitched, he 
had 5 strikeouts, 2 hits, and 0 earned 
runs.

On June 19th Noah Bontrager  
(front) came in 1st place in the 5k race 
during the New Balance National Race. 
It was a new record time of 14:20.89 at 
Franklin Field in Philadelphia. 

He was also named 2024-25 Ga-
torade Indiana Boys Track and Field 
Runner of the year.

Silas Haarer competed in the 
Indiana Golf Association’s Boys State 
Junior Championship and tied 5th 
for the Championship. Silas fi nished 
4th overall in match play. He is also 
the Indiana State PGA Jr. Champion 
for 2025. Silas has earned a chance 
to compete in the National PGA Jr. 
Championship held at Purdue Univer-
sity July 29 - August 1st, a prestigious 
tournament for Junior Golf.

Photos submitted
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 BBQ Grills 

 Charcoal & Pellets 

 Sauces—Saturday 

tastings 

 Seasonings 

 BBQ Accessories 

 Grill Rentals 

 Olive Oils & 

Balsamics 

 Catering 

 Cast Iron items 

 Outdoor kitchen 

design & install 

EEGGGGffeesstt  ‘‘2255  

Friday, Sept. 12 

4-8pm 

Fun, family-friendly event for all 
who enjoy cooking outdoors or 
eating BBQ foods.  Taste an array 
of amazing foods prepared on Big 
Green Eggs.  Learn from the 
Eggsperts and acquire their BBQ 
secrets to success.  Music, balloon 
animals, and demos for you to 
enjoy.    

WANT TO COOK???   

Call the shop 260-768-3114 for 
more information & details. 

 20% off Burn units used 
that evening…call to 
reserve your Big Green Egg 

 10% off all Green Egg 
accessories in the shop 

 Tickets $13 presale OR $15 
day of the event.  12 and 
under are FREE 

 Proceeds go to a Non-Profit 
 End of summer specials 

www.smokehousegrillsandsupply.com 
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E

By no means would you compare 
us and our adventures with those of 
the legendary Tom Sawyer and Huck-
leberry Finn, but my cousin Richard 
Lambright and I do have some sto-
ries to tell. It was long before the age 
of cell phones, microwaves, and video 
games. So, we had to get creative. And 
that we did! Th e good thing is that we 
both have lived long enough to have 
confessed to our families some of the 
things we got into. Well, let’s just say 
that we have told them about most of 
the things we did. Th at is because, one 
of our great ideas nearly ended up in a 
lynching. 

It was the summer of 1956 when 
I arrived in the thriving metropolis of 
Topeka - with a population of 550 peo-
ple.  I can call it a metropolis because 

the offi  cial name of the school system 
was Th e Metropolitan School District 
of Topeka. My early years were spent in 
Oregon on my Grandpa Eicher’s farm 
feeding beef cattle, growing ryegrass, 
and crawdad fi shing in the creek. But 
when Mom married the man, I called 
my dad, I was part of the deal. And he 
grew up in Topeka.

Th e Gingerich family welcomed 
me with open arms and instantly made 
me feel like one of the family. I confess 
that it was a bit of a culture shock to 
discover that I now had a new Amish 
grandma and a bunch of Amish cous-
ins. I knew nothing about the Amish. 
But I quickly came to love spending 
time with both my Amish and English 
cousins. When the whole family got to-
gether, we had a ball. I am quite sure 

that Clarence, Ben, and Fritz Ging-
erich, Merv and Vernon Miller. Esther, 
Marlene, Lou Ida, Betty, along with 
Keith and Loanna all have their own 
stories to tell. 

Before we went to my Aunt Polly 
and Uncle Alvin Miller’s for an evening 
meal, Mom sat me down and explained 
a few things. “Eat what was set before 
you, don’t complain, and there will be 
a silent pray before and after the meal 
so don’t ask to be excused until after 
the second prayer.” I remember think-
ing, “Silent prayer before and after the 
meal, that’s strange.” I had never heard 
of anything like that. It didn’t make 
sense. 

Today I understand that practice 
of praying after the meal comes from 
Deuteronomy 8:10, which says, “When 

Our 
Boyhood 

Adventures … 

… Th at We Lived To 

Tell About
By Harold D. Gingerich

1
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E
you have eaten and are full, then you 
shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land which He has given you.” 
Forgive my sense of humor, but I some-
times jokingly tell people that, because 
Amish-Mennonite cooking is so good, 
the fi rst prayer is giving thanks for 
what we are about to eat and the sec-
ond is asking forgiveness for all that 
we did eat.

We spent a lot of time with 
Dad’s sister, Edna Lambright, and 
her family. Her husband was Amos 
Lambright. Th ey lived on the LeRoy 
Priest farm just west of State Road 

5 on the county line. Aunt Edna 
and Uncle Amos had a daughter, 
Lucille, and two boys, Richard, one 
year older than me, and Lloyd, a 
few years younger. Richard and I 
immediately made a connection 
because we both loved to play ball. 
We played quarter pints (baseball) 
until we were old enough to play 
half pints. Years later we played 
high school baseball and basketball 
for Topeka High School. Rich was 
the gifted athlete. Me not so much 
… I was the overly competitive one.

Richard, Lloyd, and I spent 
untold hours playing back in their 
woods. Aunt Edna would make us 
sandwiches for our lunch. We would 

build forts that we marked 
out with old baler twine. We 
hunted birds, played cops and 
robbers, and of course we al-
ways had to build a campfi re. 
Richard had a real BB gun; 
Lloyd and I just had cap 
guns. Kids today don’t even 
know about cap guns. Caps 
were in rolls that came in 
a box. You threaded the 

roll of caps into your pistol; and when 
you pulled the trigger the cap would 
explode with a “pop” and sometimes a 
small fl ash, and the heavenly smell of 
gun powder.

Amos and Edna made my 10th 
birthday one I will never forget. Th ey 
gave me a brand-new Daisey BB gun! I 
was beyond excited. In fact, I still have 
it today. It doesn’t shoot the best any-
more, but then again it is 68 years old.

One time when we were back in the 
woods Richard shot a red-winged black 
bird. We decided to roast it and see what 
it tasted like. Well after we roasted it, 
feathers and all, and poked it open to 
see if it was cooked, none of us had the 
courage to taste it. Later in the day we 
made the mistake of telling Aunt Edna 
and Lucille about what we had done. 
Lucille, with righteous indignation, 
gave us a thorough tongue lashing. 
Over the years I have taken great joy of 
reminding her about that. Now she just 
chuckles and says, “You guys…!” I can 
assure you that she wasn’t laughing the 
fi rst time we told her.

Th ere was one day in the woods 
that nearly ended in disaster. I’m not 
quite sure what we were playing, but 
Lloyd was the bad guy. We had a mock 
trial, found him guilty, and sentenced 
him to hanging. Th at’s when things 
started to go wrong. Th e plan was to 
use baler twine for a rope. Well, ev-
erything was going as planned until 
we tried to cut him down. Richard and 
I started to panic when he started to 
choke. I grabbed Lloyd’s legs and held 
him up while Richard got the hatchet 
we had with us to chop through the 
twine. All three of us were pretty shook 
up because we knew that Lloyd could 
have died. We made Lloyd promise that 

2
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E

Th is article sponsored by

he would NEVER tell anyone about what had almost happened.
Apart from the near hanging, most of what we did was 

normal for boys our age. We played whatever sport was in 
season. Th ere were baseball, football, and whiffl  e ball games 
in their big front yard.  When it rained, we played basketball 
in the barn. We even had a track meet with hurdles, 100-yard 
dash, high jump and pole vault over a bamboo pole. Of course, 
Richard won everything, but we didn’t care because we had 
also made 1st , 2nd, and 3rd place ribbons. 

Growing older and entering high school brought a lot 
of changes. Richard and I still played sports. When we were 
sophomores, Richard hit a last second shot from half court at 
Millersburg to give Topeka the win. On the baseball diamond 
Richard was the pitcher and I was the catcher.

One of our last escapades came in the fall of our senior 
year of high school. Th e barn lofts were full of hay, straw, and 
sparrows. While many people today would be horrifi ed at what 
we did, you must understand that on the farm sparrows were 
a pest and there used to be a bounty on them. So, one evening 
we closed the barn doors and with small boards in hand we 
climbed up to opposite ends of the barn peaks. As the birds 
fl ew back and forth from one end of the barn to the other, we 
swatted them. You might say that we were working on develop-
ing our hand-eye coordination skills. I can’t remember how 
many we killed that night. We didn’t collect a bounty, but 
the barn cats were very happy. 

All these years later we look back with fond memories of 
our childhood adventures. Unfortunately, Lloyd has passed 
away as have all our parents. Richard lives in South Carolina. 
And Lucille and I, along with many of our cousins, still live 
in the area. I’m thinking that it is time to plan a Gingerich 
Reunion.

Finally, since Richard and I are both in our upper 70s, the 
statute of limitations should have run out on charges of at-
tempted lynching. So, hopefully it should be safe to publicly 
confess to our shenanigans. If not, I’m blaming Richard. After 
all, he is a year older than me, and he should have known better!

All photos submitted

29The Hometown Treasure · August ’25



Th is page 
sponsored by

Hello All, 
Hopefully everyone is staying cool on these hot summer 

days.
A big thank you goes out to all that helped make our July 

4th Celebration as great as it was. Topeka was bustling! We 
still have a lot more excitement coming our way in the coming 
weeks.

Every Thursday we are continuing to have the Topeka 
Farmer’s Market at the West Park from 11-7:00pm. Along with 
the market, there will be several food trucks in the area. 

Friday, August 22 we will be having Music on Morrow St., 
featuring The Hubie Ashcraft Band LIVE from 6–9PM! Bring 
your lawn chairs! Cool Car Cruise-In is from 4–9PM! Come 
show off  your ride or admire the lineup! There will also be Food 
Trucks galore…grab dinner and treats from some of the area’s 
best local vendors!

And don’t forget the Trailblazing Towards Tomorrow 
benefi t ride at the Auction Barn Saturday, August 30th. The 
Benefi t Ride will be from 3-5pm with the Hometown Cookout 
from 3-6:30pm. For more information see the full-page ad in this 
issue.

Topeka has so much to off er…come and join in the festivi-
ties.

“Have a Great Day on Purpose”,
Connie Gadson
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Mystery Farm AUGUST 

CONTEST

LAST MONTH’S 
WINNERS
Mar v in & A rlene 
Miller, 500N, Ship-
shewana correctly iden-
tifi ed last issue's farm as 
being owned by David 
& Nettie Petersheim, 
450N, Shipshewana. Congratulations! Th ey won a $25 Gift Certifi cate 
from Tiff any’s Restaurant, a pen, a notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy 
of Th e Way I See It from LaGwana. Second prize went to Dan & Sue Miller, 
750W, Shipshewana. Th ird prize went to Karl & Marilyn Miller, 500W, 
Shipshewana

There were 35 correct entries this month. Others that guessed correctly were: Dale & JoEllen Yoder, 
Leroy E Miller, LeRoy & Irene Miller, Lonnie & JoAnn Bontrager, Orla & Verneta Bontrager, Leroy & 
Deborah Hochstetler, Kevin & Rose Miller, Marc & Mary Wingard, John & Dorothy Beechy, Lavon & Kayla 
Bontrager, Ray & Kate Miller, Norman & Naomah Fry, Leon & Wanda Miller, Chris Slabach, Steven & 
Nora Petersheim, Ray & Laura Bontrager, Jerry & Mary Yoder, Elva & Velma Miller, Myron Miller, Steven 
& Sharon Miller, Becky Schwartz, Orla & Marilyn Miller,  Jay & Michelle Lambright, Marlin & Edna Miller, 
Nate & Lisa Lehman, Kenny & Ruby Slabach, Dan & Lisa Beechy, Freeman & Betty Wingard, Nathan & 
Susie Miller, Jr. & Sharon Yoder, Ezra & Mary Ellen Yoder, Kevin & Ruth Yoder

414 E. Lake Street
 Topeka, IN 46571

Tiffany’s

Next Month Sponsored By: THE CONNECTION

SPONSORED BY:

2465 N 850 W
Shipshewana, IN 46565

RULES:
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad-

dress, or by road and nearest intersecting road.

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
 P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
 Please include your name and address.
3) Entry deadline: August 19 2025.
      Please allow time for mail delivery.

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.
      Next month’s winner will receive a 1 year 

subscription to Th e Connection and more!

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES!
1st Prize: Tiff any’s Restaurant, Topeka, $25 Gift 
Certifi cate, a pen, notepad set, a letter opener, and 
a copy of Th e Way I See It  from LaGwana.
2nd Prize(s)*: A pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 
and Th e Way I See It  from LaGwana.
3rd Prize(s)*: Th e Way I See It 

*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 
every 50 entries over 100 received.

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. Word Search

 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

SPONSORSHIP BANNER AVAILABLE!

Your Logo Here
SPACE FOR YOUR CONTACT 

INFORMATION HERE:
A PERSONALIZED CALL TO ACTION 

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Solution on page 34.

  N Y O L L A U S U L D D
 S O U M U Y I H E G E H
 U Y I T T F L A H M T A
 G L V T E S R R R T I R 
 A T U E A N T O A A U T
 R N E G E N F N V E S S
 A E I D I N I T A A N Y
 P R O L I F I C A L L Y
 S A O U R B T F S S P F
 A P L W O L L E M A T O
 S P I N A C H E D W F Y
 E A R S S U C S I B I H

I’ve always had a bit of a fascination with edible fl owers 
and other plants that you just really wouldn’t expect to be 
tasty. I have been kindly “gifted” a Rose of Sharon by my 
neighbor’s very prolifi cally spreading plants, and have been 
informed by the internet that the fl owers are just as edible 
as other hibiscus plants, though they apparently have a more 
mellow and nutty fl avor than the usual tart hibiscus teas.

I also learned that hostas are edible! Th e early spring 
shoots can be cut off  and cooked like asparagus, the leaves can 
be used like spinach, and the fl owers are also edible, though 
not very fl avorful, and thus better suited as a garnish.

**Avoid eating plants that have been treated with pesticides or from 

roadsides or other high pollution areas.

___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ !
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Hello All, 
Hopefully everyone is staying cool on these hot summer 

days.
A big thank you goes out to all that helped make our July 

4th Celebration as great as it was. Topeka was bustling! We 
still have a lot more excitement coming our way in the coming 
weeks.

Every Thursday we are continuing to have the Topeka 
Farmer’s Market at the West Park from 11-7:00pm. Along with 
the market, there will be several food trucks in the area. 

Friday, August 22 we will be having Music on Morrow St., 
featuring The Hubie Ashcraft Band LIVE from 6–9PM! Bring 
your lawn chairs! Cool Car Cruise-In is from 4–9PM! Come 
show off  your ride or admire the lineup! There will also be Food 
Trucks galore…grab dinner and treats from some of the area’s 
best local vendors!

And don’t forget the Trailblazing Towards Tomorrow 
benefi t ride at the Auction Barn Saturday, August 30th. The 
Benefi t Ride will be from 3-5pm with the Hometown Cookout 
from 3-6:30pm. For more information see the full-page ad in this 
issue.

Topeka has so much to off er…come and join in the festivi-
ties.

“Have a Great Day on Purpose”,
Connie Gadson
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Six-year-old Jordan of P.O. Box 10, Shepsh-
ewana was our winner for the July Coloring 
Contest. He won an ice cream treat of choice at 
Tiffany’s in Topeka.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop by 
Tiffany’s for a free small ice cream cone through 
August. 

Runners-up were Joshua Elliot Yoder, age 
6; Drew Lambright, age 5; Leah Joy Miller, age 
4; Adrian Luke Fry, age 2. Honorable Mentions: 
Julie Petersheim, age 6; Amy Rose Herschberg-
er, age 6; Lilly Yoder, age 6; Jenna Alyse Bon-
trager, age 5; Lori Marie Bontrager, age 5; and 
Gemma Schlabach, age 4. Check out page 12 for 
this month’s coloring page.

Be SURE to include all your information on 
the coloring page, even your age! ... we do not 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is 
only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners

Use the words listed
to fi ll in the spaces! 
(Might be backwards)

Clueless
Crossword

Want a different way to advertise?      
      We are looking for sponsors for the Clueless Crossword on a month by 
month basis. We would be happy to use words to do with your business as 
the words that get put in the puzzle. Call for more details! 260-463-4901.

by Marsha Patrick

Backpacks
Back to School

Books
Calculators

Crayons
Desks
Eraser
Folders

Notebooks
Pencils

School Bus
Students
Teachers

Solution to Clueless 
Crossword is on pg 34.

Answer on page 34.
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Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Wana-Cup in Shipshewana this month! Winner gets a 
FREE ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Wana-Cup, State Rd 5 South, Shipshewana. Winning drawings will be 
on display at Wana Cup. ALL PARTICIPANTS come in and claim your drawing for A FREE ICE CREAM CONE at 
Wana-Cup in September. Mail submission to: LaGwana, Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. 
Entry deadline is August 19, 2025.

295 N Van Buren St. 
Shipshewana, IN 
(260) 768-4923
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

Solution to puzzle on page 31

F L O W E R S!

I N   Y O U R
H A V E   T R E A T S

Y O U   M I G H T

 N Y O L L A U S U L D D
 S O U M U Y I H E G E H
 U Y I T T F L A H M T A
 G L V T E S R R R T I R
 A T U E A N T O A A U T
 R N E G E N F N V E S S
 A E I D I N I T A A N Y
 P R O L I F I C A L L Y
 S A O U R B T F S S P F
 A P L W O L L E M A T O
 S P I N A C H E D W F Y
 E A R S S U C S I B I H

Riddle on page 32.
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Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Samantha W. 
Cunningham, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-8473

Colten Cripe, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/07/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC 
insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Steve Weigel, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street 
Lagrange, IN 46761 
260-463-8473

3-month 6-month

4.10 4.55
9-month

4.75
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www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC 
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Steve Weigel, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street 
Lagrange, IN 46761 
260-463-8473

3-month 6-month

4.10 4.55
9-month

4.75

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Angie Gibson 
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South 
Ligonier, IN 46767 
260-894-9912

Angie Gibson
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

Dr. Troy Springer
Dr. Shellie Godina

574-642-4449
www.SpringerDentalCare.com

 422 N Benton St., 
Millersburg, IN 46543

Accepting New Patients
No Insurance? No Problem!

Call Us Today!

New Hours!
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Ace Hardware of Topeka.................................36

Corn Crib Café.................................................35

Edward Jones..................................................34

First State Bank...............................................14

Forks County Line.............................................8

Frontline Auto Tech........................................23

Fry’s Repair Shop..............................................8

Grogg-Martin Realtors 

  Lantz, Rod.......................................................4

Gutwein Chiropractic........................................8
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Hummel Group...............................................13

Integrity Overhead Door..................................4

LaGrange Co. Health Dept..........................6, 14

LaGrange County Trails..................................24

LaGwana

  Design............................................................15

  Print.................................................................8

  Brochure Distribution...................................13

Marion Christian Fellowship..........................18

Midwest Eye Consultants.................................4

Miller’s Electrical Service................................35

Advertiser & Sponsor Index
Advertiser	 Page Advertiser	 Page

Sponsor	 Page Sponsor	 Page

Many Thanks to Our Sponsors..
Sponsor	 Page

Douglas G Whitehead DDS.............................29

LaGwana................................................7, 10, 31

Precision Turf Care, LLC...................................8

Rural 1st..........................................................16

Shipshewana Trading Place............................12

Smokehouse Grills & Supply..........................26

Southwind Flooring, Inc.................................23

Springer Dental Care.......................................34

Triple M Tire & Service.....................................8

Turtle Town Dental.........................................35

Northern Nutrition.........................................30

Tiffany’s Restaurant........................................31

Wana Cup........................................................33

Westview School Corporation........................22

Miller’s 
Electrical

Services
Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558
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 Ace Hardware of Topeka   
 118 North Main St
  Topeka,   IN   46571  
(260) 593-2212 

 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

 Ace Hardware of Topeka   
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(260) 593-2212 
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 Ace Hardware of Topeka   
 118 North Main St
  Topeka,   IN   46571  
(260) 593-2212 

 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

 Ace Hardware of Topeka   
 118 North Main St
  Topeka,   IN   46571  
(260) 593-2212 

 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

“Always Essential, 
Forever Helpful.”

Premium Paints Available!
See Store for Special Discounts
and Free Delivery Details
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