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The Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by
LaGwana Circulation: 6,200
Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, &
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: PO. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W
Just west of Shipshewana

Phone: 260-463-4901 - Fax: 260-463-7257
e-mail: newselagwana.com

You may call or stop by during office hours:
Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm

Hometown Treasure Staff
Dan Byler, General Manager

Abby Wenger, Photographer
Trystan Nisley, Layout
Marsha Patrick, Robin Peters,Sara O’'Haver &
Kollienn Chapman, Customer Service

Cassie Reed, Proofing
Endia Simpson, Graphic Designer
Erika Byler, Word Search
Rod Lantz, Cary Peters & Kimberly Hays, Sales

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —

Size width x height Rate
1/12 page ... 238" x 2%/8".......oocce. $45
1/6 page (Vertical) .. 23/s" x 47/s"
or (Horizontal) . 47/8" x 238" o $85
1/3 page (Vertical) .. 2%/s" x 97/s"
or (Square).... 47/s" x 47[g"........... $160
1/2 page.....cccouu. 738" x 47fs"............ $225
2/3 page......... 478" x 9fg".......... $300
Full Pager................. 78" x 9fg".......... $400
Inside Front ... 738" x 97" ............ $500
Inside Back................... 738" x 97f"............ $500
Back Cover ... 73l8" x 97f"............ $600

"Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork
and/or for running in multiple issues.
Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for October 2025 Issue:

12 noon, Tuesday, September 23
Thursday, September 18 if you need a proof.

October Issue Date is Tuesday, Sept. 30.

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35
The Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any
submitted advertisement or pressrelease. Refunds for errors
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the
first insertion for such advertising.

LaGwana

Publication

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV'S
Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires
Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels
Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes
Alignments | Much More

AV
HH HHHHHHHR

TIRE & SERVICE LLC

YYOKOHAMA ...=... Firestone

RYAN MILLER ¢ GLEN MILLER -+ P: 260.768.7043 F: 260.768.7085
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 » Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

Carpet - Ceramic Tile - Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate « Vinyl - Hardwood - Waterproof Flooring
7300 N 1000 W « Shipshewana  www.SouthwindFlooring.com « 260.768.4256

Mon. 8am - 6pm « Tue., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 8am - Spm
Sat. 8am - 12pm « Closed Sunday « Other times by appointment

BSouiiiome

The Perfect Foundation to Your Dream.

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices. Ej
VISA

High Quality Customer Service - Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates
SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

First

Eed_eral :
avings

Bank J [=]

CONTACT ME TODAY FOR
ALL OF YOUR MORTGAGE LENDING NEEDS!

New Purchases [ Refinances
Construction Loans | HELOC'S

Hannah Brock
NMLS# 2717863
(674) -224-6514
(574) -536-7111
hannahb@firstfederalbanking.com
www.hannahnbrock.com
Borrowers must meet underwriting guidelines.

First Federal Savings Bank is FDIC Insured and an
Equal Housing Lender. NMLS#399927
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Call (260) 483-1847 to

Mobile Mammography schedule your
appointment.

When it comes to breast cancer, Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card.

the best protection is early detection. For women without insurance, funding is avallable.

September 10, 2025
LaGrange County Health Department. 304 N. Townline Rd, LaGrange, IN 46761

September 17, 2025
Dayspring Christian Healthcare 1155 N 1200 W, Middlebury, IN 46540 (LaGrange County)

4 PARKVIEW | SAsasmmmne * PARKVIEW =

Franc ericls nership B 1 Farkview Packrelbl
Fami 3 5 1 Breast D
» diagnostics are made possible by
Health Foundation. Parkview.com/FrancinesFriends
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It’s a nasty thing your kids do
to you. They bat their big eyes just
right, say a million “pleases” and
make just as many promises that
they can’t keep. You cave in and
you buy the adorable puppy.

You spend weeks mopping up
piddle, say bad words when your
favorite shoe gets chewed, and
spend countless hours wiping up
paw prints and messes.

You question why you ever did
this and venture into moments of
buyer’s remorse. But then, you get a
sweet puppy breath lick or peek in
to see a snoring pup snuggled next
to a cherub-faced kid, and you're

hooked.

abundant bags of dog food |
don’t compare to the way he
helped her through her first
heartbreak or kept your feet
warm on a cold night.

He attended every birthday
party and welcomed new friends
with a well-meaning sniff. He kept
you all safe from the UPS man, a
strange car, or a leaf that flew by
the window, with his ferocious
barking. He was part friend and
part commando and would do
anything to protect you. All 15
pounds of him.

The wvet bills and the b’t ,r.

To Be Loved By A Dog

The kids grew and changed
right before your eyes, but oddly,
the dog never did. The kids got
new interests and new friends. The
dog remained the same. Steadfast,
The
kids drove away in the car while he

loyal, and faithful always.

looked out the window, stayed away
for the weekend, and were gone
more than when they were home.
The dog waited from his prominent
spot on the couch for their return.

X ?

Then, one day, all the kids
left, and although you could see
his confusion in their absence, he
had no trouble shifting his loyalty
to those who remained. You and
maybe your spouse. You all grieved
and missed the kids together and

weﬂrtln on/

by Kim Ray Mishler

rejoiced when they returned for
visits and holidays.

You all found a new rhythm
together...the mom...the dad...the
dog. You began to age, and at last,
the dog does too. He doesn’t notice
the change in you though; you were
always the same in his eyes. You
returned to mopping up piddle,
and although he continued to keep
your feet warm at night, he needed
some help getting into bed.

The kids had kids and dogs of
their own, and you remained with
the faithful, loyal companion they
begged you for. His hair turned as
gray as yours, but his tail wagged

with the same youthful fervor
when you got home at the end
of along day. He napped by your
feet, stood in your way, and
begged for your last bite. He was
there on the good and bad days.
Always by your side. You could
count on him no matter what.
Always faithful, always loyal...
always loving you.

Have you ever been loved by a
dog? I have. It turns out that nasty
thing our kids did wasn’t so nasty
after all. Rest in peace, friend!

® 0 oo Thispagesponsoredby 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000

dLaGwana YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 - Shipshewana, IN 46565 - SE Corner 250N & 850W - P 260-768-7878 - LaGwana.com
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% BBQ Grills

¥ Charcoal & Pellets

¥ Sauces—Saturday
tastings

¥ Seasonings

% BBQ Accessories

¥ Grill Rentals

¥ Olive Oils &
Balsamics

¥ Catering

¥ Cast Iron items

¥ Outdoor kitchen

design & install

Singe 1974

{ NAPOLEON |

BLACKSTONE

EH\P 19

(1'['-.'..!. ) s

EGGfest ‘25
Friday, Sept. 12
4-8pm

Fun, family-friendly event for all
who enjoy cooking outdoors or
eating BBQ foods. Taste an array
of amazing foods prepared on Big
Green Eggs. Learn from the
Eggsperts and acquire their BBQ
secrets to success. Music, balloon
animals, and demos for you to

enjoy.

WANT TO COOK???

Call the shop 260-768-3114 for
more information & details.

% 20% off Burn units used
that evening...call to
reserve your Big Green Egg

¥ 10% off all Green Egg
accessories in the shop

¥ Tickets $13 presale OR $15
day of the event. 12 and
under are FREE

¥ Proceeds go to a Non-Profit

¥ End of summer specials

www.smokehousegrillsandsupply.com
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Planning your business exit: Start with the end in mind

If you own a business, you've
probably spent countless hours thinking
about how to grow it, manage daily
operations and serve your customers.
But have you thought about how you'll
eventually step away from it? While it
might seem premature, planning your
successful exit from your business is one
of the smartest moves you can make as
an owner.

The reality is that most business
owners have 80% to 90% of their net
worth tied up in their companies,
according to the Exit Planning Institute.
That’s a significant investment that
deserves careful planning to protect.
70% 80% of

businesses put on the marlket don’t

Unfortunately, to
sell, and about half of all business exits
are involuntary due to unexpected
like health

emergencies, management

circumstances issues,
family
disputes or economic downturns.

Exit planning is more than
preparing for retirement. It’s taking
control of your future and ensuring
you can transition away from your
business when and how you choose.
You can start with the end in mind - a
proactive approach that can inform
your current business decisions and
help increase your company’s value and
marketability.

Begin by articulating your personal
goals for both the transaction and your
life afterward. Maybe you want to sell
only a portion of your business, stay on as
a paid consultant or use the proceeds to
start your next venture. Understanding

your vision helps shape everything else.

You'll want to calculate how much
money you'll need to fund your desired
retirement lifestyle, accounting for
expenses that may be currently covered
by the business, like your cellphone,
vehicles, travel and health care. Don’t
forget about your legacy goals too - what
you want to leave for your family or
charitable causes.

Getting started requires building
a strong professional team. At the
center should be a financial advisor
who can help you through the planning,
execution and post-sale phases. You'll
likely also need a tax professional,

legal advisor, commercial banker and

% ﬁ,,l//q:'

business valuation expert. Depending
on your exit strategy, you might later
add specialists like business brokers,
investment bankers or employee stock
ownership plan advisors.
Understanding your business’s
current value is crucial. It’s a good idea
to get a calculation of value at least
three to five years before your planned
exit. This isn’t as formal or expensive
as a qualified appraisal, but it gives you
a realistic range of what your business

might be worth.
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This step may reveal a gap between
what you need financially and what your
business could sell for. If so, don’t panic.
You have several options: work longer,
adjust your spending expectations, save
more outside the business or focus on
increasing your company’s value. You
can boost value by increasing profits
through higher market share, new
products, better pricing or reduced costs.
You can also improve intangible assets
like employee expertise, operational
systems and customer relationships.

Finally, consider who your successor
might be. Selling your interest to
family members, business partners or

employees often provide more control
over timing and lower transaction
costs, though they may result in lower

saleprices. Selling the business to third

e @ E parties typically bring higher proceeds
\ : ‘.& but less control over the process.
ﬁ[ﬁ EXIT PI,.AH ___ﬂ The key message is simple: it’s
/ l tﬁ.\ C never too early to start planning your
- exit. Whether youre thinking about
~

stepping away next year or in the next
decade, taking proactive steps now
puts you in control of your business’s

future and your own financial security.

This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMSS,
120 N Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 46565,
PH: 260-768-4348. Edward Jones, Member
SIPC. Edward Jones, its employees and financial
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your attorney or qualified tax

advisor regarding your situation.



LaGrange County

Below are the events planned for September 2025.
All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions,
please call the LaGrange library for further information.

All library locations will be CLOSED Monday;,
September 1 in observance of Labor Day.

Library;

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.
Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Youth Interest

Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5)
Theme: Sensory Play!
LaGrange » Tuesdays « 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana « Tuesdays « 1 p.m.

Topeka « Wednesdays + 11 a.m.

Enjoy stories, songs and rhymes with a fun craft or activity.
Makerspace (Ages 5 & Up) (Registration not required)
LaGrange « Every Wednesday in September + 2:30-7 pm
Parents must stay with kids 10 & under. Drop in and stay as long as you want from
2:30-7 pm. Makerspace is a collaborative space where people can use a variety
of tools and materials to create, learn, and share. We will have different building
materials, and crafting supplies available for use. We will have new special projects
every week!

Lego Play (Ages 5 & Up) (Registration not required)

LaGrange « Thursdays in September « 2:30 -7 p.m.
Parents must stay with children ages 10 and under. Drop in any time between
2:30 and 7:00. All of our Legos will be out to build anything you want, or attempt
to complete the challenges for the month.

Teen Games - Board Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange » Monday, September 8 + 4-7:30 p.m.
Drop in anytime and stay as long as you can. Play larger group party type games
or settle in for something longer. Feel free to shift to the Pokemon Club at 6:00 if
interested or stay playing other games.

Pokemon Club (Ages 8-18) (Registration not required)

LaGrange » Monday, September 8 « 6-7:30 p.m.
Join us to have fun playing Pokemon, trading cards, and learning strategies for
improving your game. Bringing cards to trade is optional. You can sign up online or
call the library to help us know how many are coming.

Book Clubs (Registration not required)

LaGrange » Tuesday, September 16 « 4-5 p.m.

Elementary: Grades 1-3 Reading & Discussing: Dragon Masters: Rise of the
Earth Dragon by Tracey West. You will get your book at the meeting, We will begin
reading the book together and do a fun activity related to the book, then you will take
the book home with you to finish reading and bring back next month.
Mid-Grade: Grades 4-7 Discussing: Sherlock Society by James Ponti.

Come to the library to get your book in August to read and discuss in September. At
each meeting we will discuss the book we read and do a fun activity or craft related to
the story.

Family Movie Night (All Ages)
LaGrange - Friday, September 26 « 6 p.m.
How to Train Your Dragon. Free popcorn provided! Bring your own covered drink.

This Page Made Possible by LaGwana

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. - 260-768-7444
M-F.11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday + 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street « 260-463-2841

M-Th . 9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Friday ¢ 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

Saturday « 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch

133 North Main Street « 260-593-3030
M-F.11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday + 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Adult Interest

Culinary Adventures: Neapolitan Pizza
Thursday, September 11

Pizza Venturi « 123 E Lincoln Ave., Goshen, IN
Meet at the restaurant at noon. Indiana's first certified Neapolitan pizzeria.Voted
one of Esquire's to 15 most life-changing pizzas in the US. All food purchases at
your own expense. Must register at LaGrange or call 260-463-2841 x1030.

Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)

LaGrange - Saturday, September 13«11 a.m.

This month we'll discuss: "The Sun Walks Down" by Fiona McFarlane. In
September 1883, a 6-year-old has gone missing during a dust storm, and the
entire community is caught up in the search for him. As they scour the desert

and mountains, the residents of Fairly, Austrailia confront their relationships,
both with one another and with the landscape they inhabit. Copies are available
at LaGrange's Adult Desk.

Patchwork Trails - Mike Metz Fen (All Ages)

Pine Knob Park, 2825 W SR 120, Howe « Tues., September 16 « 6 p.m.
Join us as we explore LaGrange County and the surrounding area. Patchwork
Trails combines exercise, education, friendship, and fun! No fees or registraton
required, just meet at the designated starting point.

Make & Take with Deb - Fall Pumpkin Door Decoration (Ages 12+)
LaGrange - Wednesday, September 17 - 6 p.m.

Participants will make a fall door decoration from a wire pumpkin form. Cost is
$20 per person. Must register with a non-refundable $10 deposit by September 10
at Adult Services Desk LaGrange Library
Visiting Author: Barbara Olenyik Morrow (No Cost)(No Registration)
LaGrange » Tuesday, September 23 « 6 p.m.

Come hear a fascinating presentation by Barbara Olenyik Morrow, author of
"Army Guy, Red Cross Girl: The Lives and Letters of Two Small-Town Hoosiers Who
Helped Win WWIL" Using letters and photos, she tells the true story of two
Auburn, Indiana natives who served during the Second World War.

Archi-Trek: Three Rivers, MI (Ages 12+)

LaGrange - Thursday, September 25  Depart & Return: LaGrange Main Library
Departure 8:30 a.m. - Return approx. 5:00 p.m.

Must register at LaGrange or call 260-463-2841 x 1030 - Space limited.
Register by cash or check at the Library, or online at Eventbrite.com, or by
mailing a check to Green Bus Tours. The junction of the St. Joseph, Rocky, and
Portage Rivers was an ideal hub hundreds of years ago, and still is today. Culture
and commerce overlap via water, rail, or road. Pioneer structures, industrial and
lumbering sites, and gilded age printed ladies all meet in this historic location.
This is mostly a riding tour. Cost is $10 per person.

Cookbook Club ( Families welcome)

LaGrange » Saturday, September 27+ 11 a.m.

This month's cookbook is The Little House Cookbook by Barbara M. Walker. Check
out the cookbook from the library, find a recipe, make it and bring it to the
Cookbook Club Carry-in! Families welcome. Plates, silverware, coffee, and tea
will be provided. Cookbook Club meets the 4th Saturday of each month.

10 The Hometown Treasure - September ’25



September
Events

Breakfast With the Birds
Wednesday, Sept 17 « 9-11 am
Maple Wood Nature Center
The September topic: Our Great Lakes
Coffee and rolls available. Donations

accepted.

Quilt Class
Saturday, Sept 20 + 9 am-3 pm
Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $25 payable in cash or check at
class.

Patterns: Wagon Wheel and Drunkards
Path. Registration is required. To register,
call the Park Office at 260-854-2225.

Folk Jams
Folk Jams at Maple Wood Nature
Center are taking a break for the
summer. Check back this fall!

Every Park Every Trail
Saturday, Sept 6 + 9 am
Dallas Lake Park
0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, IN
Every Park Every Trail Walking Club is an
opportunity to walk in one of our parks
at least once, improve your health, and
hopefully qualify for a fun new reward
at the end of the season! Check in at
Trailhead by office. Allwalks begin at 9 am.
A part representative will be present for
check-in at the specified location. Walk at
your own pace. Each trail is approximately
2 miles long. Dress for the weather, trail
conditions, and personal comfort. Bring
water. You must walk at least once at each
of the five trails (2 repeat) to receive a
reward. Rewards will be handed out at the

last walk to those who qualify.

LaGrange
County

Parks
D, i

and recreation

Youth Day at Dallas Lake Park
Saturday, Sept 6 + 10 am-1 pm (Grades 6-12)
Dallas Lake Park
0505 W 700 S, Wolcottville, IN
Forging positive connectons between
our youth and local law enforcement and
community partners. A free opportunity
for our community youth to interact
through activities and programs. Lunch
and door prize drawing, If you would lke
to donate money to purchase or provide
door prizes, please contact the Parks

Office, 260-854-2225.

Canoe Regatta at Wall Lake
Beach
Sunday, Sept 14 + 9 am-1 pm

Wall Lake, 6210 1170 E, Orland, IN
Instead of fancy sailboats, bring your
canoe and partake in a fun morning of
a series of races. Details are still being
finalized. We look forward to sharing a
fun opportunity with you. Participants
will need to provide their own canoe,
paddles, and life jacket. For information
about events and programs, contact the
Events Planner, Daniel at 260-854-2225

or dschelinski@elagrangecounty.in.gov.

Patchwork Trails
Tuesday, Sept 16 « 6-7 pm
Mike Metz Fen Trail at Pine Knob Park
Meet in parking lot outside Pine Knob
Clubhouse for a free guided nature
walk. The walk begins at 6 pm and lasts
approximately 1 hour. Please dress for the
weather, elements, and personal comfort.

Trails are ADA accessible.

The Hometown Treasure - September '25

WOLCOTTVILLE
JMILL

FESTIVAL
Sat. August 30,
2025 (Labor Day
Weekend )

AT TAYLOR
PARK!

HELP RAISE MONEY AND
VOTE FOR PIE IN THE FACE
OF FIRE DEPT. OR POLICE
DEPT. MEMBERS!

SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS

7-11 PANCAKE BREAKFAST
9AM SOFTBALL
9AM 5K AND MILE DASH
RUNSIGNUP.COM/
WOLCOTTVILLESK
10AM EXTRICATION DEMO
11AM FOOD AND
MERCHANT VENDORS
11AM FREE BOUNCE HOUSES
12PM PARADE
1PM DANCE PERFORMERS
1PM FACE PAINTING
2PM KARATE DEMO
3PM30N3
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
3PM DUNK TANK
3PM BINGO WITH PRIZES
5PM WATERMELON SEED
SPITTING CONTEST

FIREWORKS AT DUSK

RABER’S
DISCOUNT
GROCERY
GIFT CARD
GIVEAWAY'!

11



- MORE INFO
— We Welcome NEW

VENDORS for

S9%Marlynn Mast Farmer’s Market

( 260.508.9837

o4 Saturd

e ay August 30 2025 7N,

-\ : 1 @

ﬂnn:t-xl “ " Trailblazin
{‘ . Towards e BHEHEFrrnmE
abh’; Tomorrow Huuf;u::::;gﬂ;

V% 3-6:30pm Benefit Supper

P 7 HORSE RELATED
! ENTERTAIN
 Topeka Quction Barn 5:30pm EAR THE AVIDRGOLIAI 10y

Call Larry Yoder for Tickets and
- to sign up for the Ride!
. 2605932601
Interested in GRILLING call
Keith Kaufman
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Hi Friends!

Wow, September is almost here!
We are surviving the heat, but hope-
fully it will ease up a tad with the
changing season. Autumn is my favor-
ite time of year...I just wish it wasn’t
such a short season. We all know what
that leads in to. &

August has had some exciting
events. We have the ongoing Farmer’s
Market at the West Park each Thurs-
day, 11-7:00pm. Come and see what
our local vendors have to offer.

Friday, August 22 from 6-9:00pm
“Live Music in the Park” with The
Hubie Ashcraft Band. Also, the Cool
Car Cruise-In and food trucks on
Morrow St. from 4-9:00pm. As I'm
typing this it is still coming up, but
I’m hoping everyone has a super eve-
ning full of food, fun and great music!
Our town is really growing with
activities. This is what it’s all about...
bringing everyone together.

We still have time to gear up
for the 2nd annual Trailblazing

. Towards Tomorrow horse and

wagon benefit ride at Topeka

Auction Barn. It will be Satur-
day, August 30th from 3-5:00pm.
Check out the ticket and contact
information on the flyer on this page.
There is also the Hometown Cook-
Out from 3-6:30pm, Horse related
entertainment AND at 5:30pm you
can hear the David & Goliath story. It
sounds like an amazing evening!

Labor Day weekend is coming.

I’m praying everyone has a safe and
amazing weekend!

Sincerely,

Connie Gadson

This page sponsored by




David M.
Findlay Named
to Indianapolis

Business Journal’s
Indiana 250 List for
Fourth Consecutive

Year

Lake
Bank is proud to
announce that
David M. Findlay,
Chairman
Chief Executive
Officer, has been

named to the In-

City

and

Photo submitted

dianapolis Business Journal’s Indiana
250 list for the fourth consecutive year.
The annual list recognizes the state’s
most influential and impactful leaders
across business, philanthropy, the arts,
government and not-for-profits.

“It’s an honor to be recognized
alongside such influential leaders mak-
ing an impact in our state,” Findlay
said. “This list highlights the incredible
depth and strength of leadership we
have in Indiana to keep our communi-
ties moving forward.”

Findlay serves as the Chairman of
the boards of directors and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Lakeland Financial and
Lake City Bank. He also served as Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Officer from
2014-2023, President and Chief Finan-
cial Officer from 2010-2014 and Chief
Financial Officer from 2000-2010.

Findlay is active as a board member
with many organizations including the
Indiana Bankers Association, Indiana
Chamber of Commerce, Central Indiana
Corporate Partnership, OrthoWorx, Ac-
celinx, the Northeast Indiana Regional
Partnership, Parkview Health, Center-
field Capital Partners and the Trine Uni-

versity Board of Trustees.

A full list of those included on the
2025 Indiana 250 list is available on the
Indianapolis Business Journal’s web-

site at www.indiana250.com.

Lake City Bank’s
Lauren Beatty
Promoted to Retail
Banking Officer

Lake City
Bank is pleased
to announce that
Lauren  Beatty
has been promot-
ed to Retail Bank-
ing Officer at
the bank’s South
Bend North-
west branch. In this position, Beatty
leads sales and service efforts in the
branch, manages the daily operations
of the office and supports office staff in
their efforts to provide quality service
and build customer relationships. She
has been with the bank for four years.
Beatty earned an associate degree in
business administration from Ivy Tech

Community College.

Lake City Bank’s
Melissa E. Bailey
Promoted to Credit
Administration

Officer

Lake
Bank is pleased

City

to announce that
Melissa E. Bailey
has
moted to Credit

been pro-

Administration
Officer.

In this position, Bailey supports

Photo submitted

The Hometown Treasure - September ’25

commercial bankers by analyzing cus-
tomer financial positions and complet-
ing loan submissions. She also assists
with training new credit analysts and
tests and implements software solu-
tions used for the credit process. Bailey
has been with the bank for three years.

Bailey earned her bachelor’s degree
from Purdue University. She volunteers

with Junior Achievement.

Shipshewana Area
Historical Society

The Shipshewana Area Historical
Society will meet Monday, September
15, at 6:30 pm, in the

Farver School Museum at 315 N
Morton St. in Shipshewana.

The program for the evening will be
“Train Wreck in and Around Topeka”.
The presentation will feature photos
and newspaper clippings dating back to
1912.

“Very few things fuel the curiosity
and brings out the onlookers like the
mangled remains of train cars after a
wreck,” says Topeka Historical Society
president Harold Gingerich.

Join us for a fascinating look back
at the derailments and fatal train
wrecks presented by Harold Gingerich.
There are home movies of the 1958
wreck on State Road 5. Thanks to the
late Pete Lambright.

You will not want to miss it!

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133

Tuesday 9-5 & Thursday: 9-5
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Cash Back Rewards,
No Service Fees, and more!

*Visit BFirst.bank for more details Member
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EST. 1912

FISH FRY & BAKE SALE

L

Saturdfa y September 20
@ ™ 4 . 3:30pm_—7_:3’a,|5m |
/.. S— - -—

Donations will be accepted on behalf of the Topeka Fire Department.
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LaGrange County Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship

The 2026 Lilly Endowment Com-
munity Scholarship application is now
available in LaGrange County through
the

Foundation. The Lilly Endowment Com-

LaGrange County Community

munity Scholarship Program (LECSP)
will provide 147 scholarships statewide
and one scholarship in LaGrange Coun-
ty. LECSP scholarships may be used for
otherwise unreimbursed full tuition,
required fees, and a special allocation
of up to $900 per year. The special allo-
cation may cover the costs for required
books and required equipment for four
years of undergraduate study on a full-
time basis leading to a baccalaureate
degree at any eligible Indiana public or
private nonprofit college or university.

The program, administered state-
wide by Independent Colleges of In-
diana (ICI) and locally in LaGrange
County through the LaGrange County
Community Foundation, is open to all
Indiana residents who:

+ Graduate from an accredited Indi-
ana high school by 2026 and receive
their diploma no later than June
30, 2026;

+ Intend to pursue a full-time bacca-
laureate course of study at an eligi-
ble college or university in Indiana;
and

» Meet criteria specific to their local
community foundation.

To be eligible in LaGrange County,
students must be a LaGrange County
resident, graduating from an accredited
LaGrange County high school by June
30, 2026, with a 3.75 GPA minimum.

Students will be evaluated on the
following criteria: academic achieve-
ment, demonstrated service to others,
leadership ability, motivation to suc-
ceed, employment history, extracurric-

ular involvement, and essay responses.

Application Now Open

Two recommendations must be sub-
mitted with the application: one from
a teacher and one from a community
member.

Students can learn more about the
Lilly Endowment Community Scholar-
ship in LaGrange County and at LCCF.
net/LillyScholarship.
must be completed and submitted by
Monday, September 15, 2025, at 4:00
pm to be considered.

The Lilly Scholarship Advisory

Committee will review applications in

Applications

September and select five finalists. The
top five finalists will be announced in
early October and invited to attend the
Scholarship Workshop on October 14,
2025.

At the workshop, finalists will be
required to complete an impromptu es-
say and Community Foundation staff
will share tips about the interview
process.

Five students will be selected as
finalists and invited to interviews
during the day on October 21, 2025,
at the LaGrange County Community
All finalists will be re-

sponsible for preparing a 5-7 minute

Foundation.

digital presentation for the Lilly Schol-
arship Advisory Committee.

Following the interviews, the La-
Grange County Community Founda-
tion will nominate one local graduating
senior for the Lilly Endowment Com-
munity Scholarship; their name will be
submitted to ICI for final approval.

The scholarship recipient will be
announced in early December.

The finalists not selected for the
Lilly Endowment Community Scholar-
ship will receive the Lambright Lead-
ership Scholarship, a $1,000 four-year
renewable scholarship.

Lilly Endowment created LECSP

The Hometown Treasure - September ’25

for the 1997-98 school year and has
supported the program every year
since with tuition grants totaling more
than $505 million. More than 5,400
Indiana students have received Lilly
Endowment Community Scholarships
since the program’s inception.

The primary purposes of LECSP
are: 1) to help raise the level of edu-
cational attainment in Indiana; 2) to
increase awareness of the beneficial
roles Indiana community foundations
can play in their communities; and 3)
to encourage and support the efforts
of current and past Lilly Endowment
Community Scholars to engage with
each other and with Indiana business,
governmental, educational, nonprofit
and civic leaders to improve the quality
of life in Indiana generally and in local
communities throughout the state.

LaGrange County Community
Foundation is again pleased to offer
LECSP for its 29th year in LaGrange
County.

“We are grateful to be able to offer
the LECSP Scholarship to our local stu-
dents. It opens opportunities for the
recipient to attend a school that oth-
erwise might not have been possible,”
said Octavia Yoder, LCCF Executive
Director. “LaGrange County is home to
exceptional student scholars who are
committed, caring community mem-
bers. We look forward to recognizing
the hearts and minds of our communi-
ty’s talented young people.”

The LaGrange County Community
Foundation’s mission is to inspire and
sustain generosity, leadership, and ser-
vice. Founded in 1991, the Community
Foundation connects people to chari-
table causes and provides resources to

nonprofits to make a lasting impact.
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LaGrange County
Community
Foundation

accepting Heart

of Gold Award
nominations

The LaGrange County Community
Foundation is seeking nominations for
its 16th annual Heart of Gold Award,
an honor given to a LaGrange County
individual making a difference through
volunteering.

The Heart of Gold Award honors La-
Grange County citizens who embrace a
volunteer spirit, serve others and work
to create positive change. Nominations
are sought for individuals who recog-
nize needs and fulfill them; share time
and energy for the sake of others; ren-
der a service which changes lives; work
to create positive change; and inspire
others to volunteer. Any person, regard-
less of age, who enhances the quality of
life of others is eligible for nomination.

Nominations for the 2025 Heart of
Gold Award will be accepted until Sep-
tember 5, 2025. A review committee of
the Community Foundation Board of
Directors will select the recipient from
submitted nominations.

Previous Heart of Gold recipients
are Kent Andrews, 2024; Amy Whit-
ed, 2023; Allisa Brown, 2022; Shanon
Staton and Dean Domer, 2021; Erica
Cook, 2020; Richard Yoder, 2019; Larry
Strayer, 2018; Kevin Lambright, 2017;
Steve Sherck, 2016; Sue Keenan, 2015;
Jack Miller, 2014; Randy Packer, 2013;
Colton Strawser, 2012; Rhonda Bart-
lett, 2011; and Dave Clark, 2010.

“Each year, we're inspired by the
selfless individuals who pour their time
and energy into causes throughout La-
Grange County. These volunteers don’t

do it for recognition - they do it because

16

they believe in making a difference. The
Community Foundation is proud to
honor their unwavering commitment
and heartfelt service,” said Executive
Director Octavia Yoder.

While many people go above and
beyond and do great things on the job,
the Heart of Gold Award is designed to
honor the volunteers who make a dif-
ference serving with LaGrange County
nonprofits and community programs.
Nominations cannot be made for fami-
ly members or groups; nominations will
only be accepted for individuals.

All nominees will be recognized
at the LaGrange County Community
Foundation’s Celebration of Philan-
thropy Reception on October 16 at Dal-
las Lake Park Lodge. The recipient will
be announced at the event.

Each Heart of Gold nominee will re-
ceive the opportunity to direct a $500
grant to the LaGrange County nonprof-
it of their choice (from an approved list
provided by the LaGrange County Com-
munity Foundation). The 2025 Heart of
Gold Award recipient also will have the
opportunity to direct a $1,000 grant
to their LaGrange County nonprofit of
choice.

The 2025 Heart of Gold Award
nomination form is available on the
Foundation’s website. To make a nom-
ination, visit Lccf.net/Heart-of-Gold-
Award.

Bowen Health
Teams Up with
Youth Advocacy
Collaborative

Bowen Health is working with a co-
alition of LaGrange County community
groups to address and find solutions for
the county’s third-highest health prior-
ity: reducing child abuse and neglect.
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This effort is being spearheaded
by the Youth Advocacy Collaborative
(formerly known as Child Abuse &
Neglect Collaborative). This coalition
of community groups meets regular-
ly to address and find solutions for
child abuse and neglect in LaGrange
County.

These are some of the ways Bowen
Health is helping improve children’s
lives in LaGrange County.

« Partnering with Juvenile Detention
Alternatives Initiative (JDAI), local
law enforcement, probation, and Pur-
due Extension, Bowen Health pres-
ents age-appropriate mental health
topics, such as anxiety and stress, to

area 5Sth-grade students.

+ Students at Lakeland and Prairie
Heights high schools can receive
pre-paid therapy sessions through
Bowen Health’s Student Assistance
Program. Other programs offered in-
clude Better View, a convenient way
for students to participate in therapy
sessions online during the school day,
and Head to Toe, which helps families
find the right healthcare provider for
their needs.

« Bowen Health Skills Coaches work
with young patients, helping them
build essential skills to regulate their
emotions, build meaningful friend-
ships, and feel truly seen and heard.
As they grow, these children are
empowered to become constructive

members of their communities.

« Working with Youth Advocacy Col-
laborative partners, Bowen Health
supports numerous events, such as:
a Sexual Assault Awareness Event,
the annual Blue Campaign (raising

awareness about child abuse and



neglect prevention), the LaGrange

County 4-H Fair, the annual Suicide IN I e G RI I Y

& Ovetrdose Awareness Fvent, Han- o V E R H E A D D 0 o R

dle With Care (a statewide program

SERVING THE MICHIANA AREA

working with law enforcement and
schools when a child experiences a

traumatic event), the Community

Baby Shower, LaGrange Communi-
ties Youth Centers’ summer youth

event, and others.

Partnering with the Youth Ad-

vocacy Collaborative allows Bowen

Health and the other participating
groups to work for real change that
can improve the lives of LaGrange
County children and, as a result, im-

prove the quality of life for everyone

in LaGrange County. Entry door Dealer and Installer for
VANBURENDOOR

COMPANY

CONTACT US:
Office: 260-977-8526 « Emergency Service: 260-319-1527 « Email: office@integrityoverhead.com

WE MAKE DREAM
HOMES GOME TRUE.

Construction Loans ¢ Lot Loans ¢ Land Loans - Home Loans
When your goal is to get Closer to What Matters®, we're ready to help you get started.
- Rural home, lot and construction financing
- Auction financing available

- Local loan officers that live in your communities
- We make home visits

Matt Miller
R l ' R A | 15’[@ Rural 1¢t Loan Officer
‘ 260.336.5984
‘ by Farm Credit NMLS 560497
Loans subject to credit approval. Rural 1°® is a tradename and Rural 1*t, the Rolling Hills Window icon, Rural Logic, and Closer to @
What Matters are exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid America, NMLS 407249. Rural 1st products are available to consumers el
within the territories of participating Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender. LENDER
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MARTIN

260°350°7331

We sell the Earth and Everything on it!
PO Box 393 e Topeka, IN 46571
www.groggmartin.com

Rod Lantz « 260-463-6652
rodlantz@aol.com

eIndiana / Michigan Pesticide Applicatore

Residential

i FREE
Commerical ESTIMATES!

260-499-0132

e Weed Control eIlnsect Control eLawn Fertilization

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Samantha W.
Cunningham, AAMS™

Financial Advisor
206 South Detroit Street

LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-8473

Colten Cripe, AAMS™
Financial Advisor
902 Lincolnway South

Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

AT

Angie Gibson
Financial Advisor
902 Lincolnway South

Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Kids Club
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Kent Miller, Rebah Williams

Jonathan Collins, Callie
Lehman, Vanessa Yoder

Marlee Adams, Ibrahim
Alamari, Austin Lehman, Bryan

Lehman, Keanan Lehman, Lydia
Mosher

Ashley Miller, Ethan Miller

Alayna Bontrager, Audrey
Schlabach

Lilith Schmucker
Quinleigh Miller, Gemma Riggio

James Berkey, Delanie Lehman,
Eliza Schlabach, Emma Yoder

Kacin Courtney, Lucille Duzan

Jethro Otto, Kensley Schlabach,
Alivyah Vliet, Abigail Wingard,
Christian Wingard, Elliot Yoder

Sawyer Hamm, Evan
Hochstetler, Jaxin McGuire,
Roma Robles, Norah Smith

Zachary Miller, Emmett
Niccum, Kaden Yoder, Kianna
Yoder

Lainey Giles, Regan Hochstetler,
Michael Kline, Emmalee Pierson

Sherri Kauffman, Julian Mast,
Eric Miller, Myles Miller

Corbin Bontrager, Gabriela
Bontrager, Zachariah Johnloz,
Jalayna Penick

Kaden Bontrager, Brayden
Graber

A
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Caitlyn Killian, Paxton Miller,
Timothy Schlabach

Wyatt Hooley, Benjamin
Kline, Sandro Martinez
Aguilar, James Mast, Landon

Slabach

Tyler Lambright, Vanessa
Miller

Kyle Bontrager, Brooklyn
Dawson, Casper Hershberger,
Kiana Lambright, Jamie
Miller, Jaylon Miller

Cameron McDonald, Jalayna
Miller, Jordan Schlabach Lily
Yutzy

Ethan Bontrager, Vada
Leatherman, Quinn Yoder

Maverick Geigley, Amber
Miller, Karena Miller, Kendall
Miller, Kambria Neeley, Kyron
Robinson

Aliya Yutzy, Brionna Yutzy

Muna Omar, David Schrock,
Aliyah Watts

Blake Beechy, Keanan Byroad,
Drew Schrock

Larson Frey, Molly Long

Hayden Bontrager, Trevor
Detweiler, Gavin Lambright,
Dallas Lancour, Alex Miller,
Lincoln Miller, Brooklyn
Schlabach, Sheryl Yoder

AR\

Hummel
PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

MILLER’S
ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

574.825.5458

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

ERIC MILLER 260-463-1558

=~BROCHURE
Distribution

d LaGwana

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540

Tk

County Line

Discount Groceries

* Available in
multiple racks
across the area
® Stay stocked
no matter the
day or location
* Be notified
when supply is
running low

With locations in Shipshewana
and Middlebury to serve you best.

PO Box 70

Shipshewana, IN
260-768-7878
LaGwana.com

 On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

~In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR5
\Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

N\

\

EYE CONSULTANTS

Charles Craig, 0.1, * Thomas Morlan, 0.1,

350 S. Van Buren, Suite D (260 768-7721

{in the Mext Door building) N - = ¥

SPECIALIZING IN:

Computer Diagneostics,
Diesel and Gas Engines, Brakes,
Transmissians, Chassis,

A.C. Recharge & Rep

55 E Mot W

COMMITTED TO INTEGRITY AND
LOYALTY ON THE FRONT LINE.
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It's Always a Good Day
to Mow with a(G) crAvELY !

60" Pro Walk 60" Pro Stance 60" ZTHD
36" - 60" Cut 32" - 72" Cut $7,499
Starting at $6299
Pleasing You'Pleases'Us!

== FRY'S REPAIRSHOP ™~

; Dan Fry & Son's » 260-593-3228 ;
Available 5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN 46571 « M-F 8-4; Sat. 8-12 Delivery

Westview School Corporation K-4 teachers bag also included a gift card that they can use

received a generous donation from KZ RV in to purchase additional individual items. West-

i Shipshewana on August 6th, 2025. Each teach- view is so grateful to be part of a community
0%6 ma e poss,'é/éé

N 2
&5‘\% <. will use in their classroom with students. Each  and students. Thank you KZ RV!

20 WESTVIEW

School
Corporation

er received a KZ bag stuffed with supplies they that values and supports our teachers, staff,
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“"HS BOYS-SOCCER =z

RECREAT/ONAL
VEHICLES

2025 Boys JV & Varsity Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Santiago Alarcon, Levi Fisk, Kaine Reinhold, Jacob McCoy, Caiden Schrock, Antonio Pedroso,
Ibrahem Alrasheed, and Asst. Coach Rusty Niccum. Middle: Coach Ehren Misner, Owen Weinberg, Bentley Ryall, Tyler Stutzman, Lucas Swanson, Saul
Moreno, Cole Miller, Kaiden Miller, and EJ Watts. Front: Brodee Ramirez, Dallas Yoder, Illias Cherif, Collin Vandergriff, Carson Niccum, Aiden Norberg,
Hunter Egli, Spencer Lambright, and Asst. Coach Libbie Kalass. Photo by Abby Wenger
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2025 Girls JV & Varsity Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Katie Weimer, Morgan Grossman, Myra Miller, Bre Cory, Mari Jo Mast, Janissa Lehman, JJ
Whetstone, and Coach Drew Ryall. Third: Coach Nicole Streby, Marilyn Yoder, Alyssa Hooley, Shelby Mullett, Laine Bortner, Josie Ryall, and Asst. Coach
Chad Bender. Second: Savannah Yoder, Lucy Buckley, Bryndle Bontrager, Peyton Miller, Tori Taylor, Keera Hostetler, and Amanda Hershberger. Front: Grace
Yoder, Mila Geyer, Angela Miller, Hannah Jasso, Olivia Bontrager, and Mckenna Bender. Photo by Abby Wenger
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Sponsored by

OXeaver

FURNITURE SALES

2025 Girls Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Madi Yoder, Jada Mauck, Bailey Manns, and Coach Meghann Rainsberger. Front: Sara Bontrager,
Merrill Warrener, and Eden Mauck. Photo by Abby Wenger
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2025 Boys Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Alex Yoder, AJ Martin, Gavin Rainsberger, Justin Miller, Charlie Double, and Asst. Coach Richmond
Stoltzfus. Front: Logan Miller, Ayden Kloth, Noah Bontrager, Evan Beechy, Lucas Mullet, and Coach Lyle Bontrager. Photo by Abby Wenger
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2025 JV Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): JV Coach Mallory Berkey, Katie Martin, Jaylynn Brown, Alisyn Tetzloff, and Manager Sofia Ruiz. Middle:
Mckayla Slabach and Brynn Bontrager. Front: Janessa Stutzman, Jillian Bontrager, and Madi Everage. Photo by Abby Wenger
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VARSITY VOLLEY 4ALL

2025 Varsity Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): Alayah Hostetler, Maddie Grossman, Asst. Coach Taylor Eash, Addy Kauffman, and Janessa Miller.
Middle: Lyndora Schrock, Kylie Singleton, Graci Engle, and Coach Whitney Rahn. Front: Kloie Yoder, Bri Kaufman, and Manager Preslee Rahn.
Photo by Abby Wenger

24 The Hometown Treasure - September ’25




B'("DYS-**T E‘NNIS L A-ad | 1y

2025 Boys Tennis Team: Back (left to right): Luke Stults, Ethan Fry, Pierce Yoder, Kaden Grau, and Evan Roth. Middle: Coach Tyler Miller, Ethan Miller, Lex
Thompson, Avery Christner, Hudson Yoder, and Asst. Coach Trent Stout. Front: Grady Yoder, Jaxon Miller, Aaron Roth, Blake Hostetler, and Kaden Hostetler.
Photo by Abby Wenger

SPRINGER

DENTAL CARE
OF MILLERSBURG

Dr. Troy Springer
Dr. Shellie Godina

574-642-4449

www.SpringerDentalCare.com

e,
7 & 422 N Benton St.,
PHOTOGRAPHY [
ymitenz s © Drop it off or we'll come to you. Accepting New Patients
°* A | ALL | : | No Insurance? No Problem!
PO Box 70 ny angle or ALL angies, simpie Call Us Today!
: to 360° shots.
Shipshewana, IN
AARLEREVERIN o Lighting and composition are in New Hours!
LaGwana.com
our control.
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CLARK
KENSI MGTON

Premium Paints Available!
See Store for Special Discounts
and Free Delivery Details

ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT!

Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

Ace Hardwareof Topeka -~ . —
A‘CE 118 North Main St P “Always Essential,

The helpful place.. Topeka, IN 46571 Forever Helpful >
(260) 593-2212 —
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HISTORICAL FEATURE

Chicago Bomb

Queen

Epilogue: Lena
Schrock’s Boys
Made a Positive

Contribution

By Harold D. Gingerich

It is always gratifying to receive positive feedback from §
our readers; it is even more exciting when readers share with
you information that answers unresolved questions. That
was never truer than with the story of Lena Schrock, the
Bomb Queen, that appeared in the June 2025 issue of the

Hometown Treasure. So many people stopped me on the

street to comment on the article. And, then there were the

telephone conversations with Mel Reigsecker and Stanley
Yoder, both of whom have fascinating connections with
Lena and her boys. Thanks to the communication with
Mel and Stan, which lead to additional research, we know
a whole lot more about the family and an act of charity
that saved an Indian tribe. And so, to paraphrase the
late news commentator Paul Harvey, “Stay tuned for the
rest of the story.”

Lena was Stan, and the late Roger Yoder’s, great
aunt. Stan has vivid memories visiting his Great Aunt
“Betty” as she was known at the time. He also has
many stories about Lena’s four sons Harry, Orval,
Leo, and Fred. Harry Rice married Mary Eva Rieg-
secker on April 11, 1936. And if we have the family

The Hometown Treasure - September ’25



Fred Rice

tree straight, she was a first cousin to
Mel Reigsecker’s father.

By the age of 29, Magdalena “Lena”
Schrock Rice’s life had spiraled out of
control. Estranged from her husband,
having abandoned her children, and liv-
ing with a man named Fred Wamquist,
she was arrested on Thanksgiving Day,
November 26, 1925, as she placed a
bomb at the front door of a hardware
store in Chicago. Her arrest, along with
her confession, closed the files on at
least 40 unsolved bombing cases.

Stan Yoder confirmed that Lena
most likely never served any time in
prison. “I don’t think she went to jail,”
Stan recalls, “I think the judge felt that
she was a victim.” While it does not ex-
onerate her, but after reading various
1925 newspaper reports, it does ap-
pear that Fred Wamquist clearly preyed
upon and manipulated Lena into par-
ticipating in the bombing ring.

Stan also remembers visiting his
Aunt Betty, as she was known in later
years, in Chicago. [ have not been able
to find if she legally changed her name
to Betty, or if she simply adopted it.

28

ISTORICAL FEATURE
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There was great joy in Stan’s voice as
he told me about the time when Betty’s
husband Donald Hatch, who was an
air traffic controller at O’Hare Airport,
took him into the control tower. Today
that would never be allowed, but back
in that time it was quite a thrill for a
small boy.

Mel Reigsecker also had stories to
tell.

encounter with Native Americans that

Mel told me about an amazing

took place when, as Mel recalls, Harry
Rice was living in Wyoming working as
a coal miner. The obituary of Harry’s
younger brother, Orval (1915-2013),
suggests that the entire family was liv-
ing there at the time when the Indians
knocked on the front door.

Orval’s obituary on Find-a-Grave.
com (F.a.G. # 106917466) says, “Dad's
early years saw the family move from
farming in Texas to coalmining in
Lander, WY and back to farming in
Shipshewana and Goshen, IN.” That
would mean that Orval would have
been a small boy and that Lena would
have still been married to her first hus-
band Archie Rice.
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Lander, Wyoming, is in the west
central part of the state. Itisalso home
to the Wind River Indian Reservation
which was established by a treaty in
1868 and is shared by Eastern Shosho-
ne and Northern Arapaho tribes.

According to Mel, life was hard in
Wyoming at that time. The weather
was cold, and the family had almost
nothing to eat when there was a knock
at the door. Outside stood a group of
Indians who looked like they were on
the verge of starvation. The Indians
asked if the family had any food that
they could spare.

As the story goes, about all that the
Rice family had to eat was a sack of po-
tatoes that was stored under the floor
so that they wouldn’t freeze. But these
people were starving. So, they got the
sack and gave half of the potatoes to
the Indians. With that the Indians left,
and the family never saw them again.

Many years later, Harry was walk-
ing through an auto parts swap-meet
in South Bend. One of the tables was
operated by Native Americans, so

Harry struck up a conversation. Come



to find out, they were originally from
Wyoming. The more they talked and
compared notes the more excited the
Mel said,
“All at once they jumped up and started
As
the story goes, they told Harry, “You are

people at the table became.
to hop, holler, and jump around.”
a legend in our tribe ... those potatoes
saved our people from starving.”

Unfortunately, we have no living
Rice family members to confirm the
story and tell us who made the actual
decision to share the potatoes. Regard-
less of who it was, their father Archie,
Harry, or someone else, it was an act
of Christian charity that should be
celebrated.

Harry Claude Rice (1913-2011)
was born in Tuleta, Bee County, Texas

(an Amish/Mennonite community), on

Harry Rice's headstone

HISTORICAL FEATURE

August 27, 1913. He was Lena and Ar-
chie Rice’s oldest child. Harry’s 1940
draft card shows him working at Chase
Bag Company in Goshen. While he
had no degree, the 1950 U.S. Census
shows him living in Clinton Township
(Elkhart Country) working as an in-
dustrial engineer. Stan Yoder says that
he worked for Bendix. After he retired
Harry spent a summer with his brother
on the East Coast lobster fishing where
he invented something to make lobster
fishing easier. Harry Rice died on Au-
gust 15, 2011, just 12 days short of his
98th birthday. He was buried in the
Clinton Union Cemetery near Millers-
burg, Indiana.

Orval Lloyd Rice (1915-2013) was
also born in Bee County, Texas, on De-
cember 12, 1915. With the family’s
move back to Indiana, Orval enrolled
in Concord Township High School in
Middlebury graduating in 1933. Ac-
cording to his obituary, it was in high
school that, “Dad found he had a real
talent for making and fixing things,
especially cars.” After graduating from
high school, he moved to Benton Har-
bor, MI, and went to work for Bendix.
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Knowing this raises the question of
whether it was Orval, not Harry, who
met the Indians at the swap meet and
invented something for lobster fishing.
On October 4, 1941, Orval married
Erma Faye Bullinger in Benton Harbor.
Their lives changed dramatically when,
following the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, Orval enlisted in the U.S. Army
Air Corps on December 19, 1941.
Following his death Orval’s fam-
ily summarized their father’s distin-
“When the call

went out for more pilots, Dad jumped

guished military career.

at the chance and graduated flight
training Class of 43D and was com-
missioned a 2LT. After WWII, Dad and
Mom returned to Benton Harbor, Dad
transferred to the newly established
Air Force Reserves and opened his auto
body shop. Soon they began their fam-
ily Janet, Carol, and Lloyd. However,
their life was changed again when Dad
went back on active duty as a pilot in
1953 for the Korean War. Since the
military life suited the family, Dad de-
cided to make the military a career. Af-
ter traveling around the world with the
family, and a few top-secret missions,
Dad finally retired from the Air Force
after his last tour in Viet Nam on Feb-
ruary 1, 1970 and set up farming near
the town of Roy where he raised Scot-
tish Highlander cattle, gladiolas, and
converted one half of the dairy barn
into an auto body shop and the other
half into a show horse stable area. Dur-
ing Dad's military career he flew the
PT17 Stearman biplane, BT13 single
engine, Beechcraft AT10; B17, B29, and
B25 bombers; KB29 and KC97 air refu-
elers; C47, C54, C118, C124, and C141
transport aircraft. Dad logged a total of
9,938.6 career flight hours.”

When Orval retired in 1970, he held

29
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the rank of Lt. Colonel in the U.S. Air
Force. He died on February 27, 2013.
He was buried with full military hon-
ors on March 18, at Tahoma National
Cemetery in Kent, WA.

Leo Charles Rice (1919-1986) was
born in Newbury Township, LaGrange
County on September 26, 1919. His
birth certificate lists his father Ar-
chie as a farmer and his mother Lena
as a housewife. On October 2, 1943,
he married Margaret Minne Freyer in
Bridgman, Michigan.

Stan Yoder seemed to recall that
Leo had worked at radio station WOWO
as an engineer. [ have been unable to
confirm that, but from his obituary we
know that he had been a resident of
Tucson, Arizona, for 43 years. In 1947

he opened the Leo C. Rice Plumbing
Company, retiring in 1978.

Leo and Margaret may have gotten
a divorce because her Find a Grave page
(117875636) has her last name as Cas-
sell. Margaret died on June 29, 1964.
Leo later married Mary Catherine Mc-
Cormack, but I have been unable to
find that record. On Saturday, July 26,
1986, Leo died and was buried in the
East Lawn Palms Cemetery in Tucson.

Ralph Fredick “Fred” Rice (1922-
2006) was the youngest of Lena’s boys.
Fred was born on August 16, 1922, in
White Pigeon, Michigan. He was a U.S.
Army veteran having served in World
War II. Fred, who as a farmer in Mary-
land, married Elma V. Collars who

passed away on June 24, 2006. Fred

died on December 5, 2006, at the age of
84 and was buried in Somerset County,
Maryland.

In spite of all the adversities that
they faced in their early years, the
sons of Lena Schrock Rice (the Chicago
Bomb Queen) grew to be successful in
life. And it is interesting that several
of them pointed to Gladys Ringo, who
many in the Shipshewana community
still remember, as being their favorite

cousin.

This article sponsored by

_ e""'%a
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- GENERAL DENTISTRY

Clinics

Vaccine

Love Wam, Protect Whem, Immunize tam!

Please call (260) 499-4182 Extension 1

to schedule your appointment.

-All By Appointments only-

most health insurance accepted.

These clinics are open to all LaGrange County
and surrounding residents. Donations welcome,

The LaGrange County Health Department
will be hosting immunization clinics.

Monday, September 8", 9:00 am to Noon
(5700 W 700 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565)

Monday, September 22", 9 am to 11:00 AM
Dayspring Christian Healthcare
(1155 N 1200 W, Middlebury, IN 46540)

Tuesday, September 30™", 9 am to Noon
(1850 E 600 S, Wolcottville, IN 46795)
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Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. o r e a r‘

- T T — (find all the underlined words) by Erika Byler
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We've let our backyard go completely to seed a couple
summers in a row now, due to a combination of busy

schedules, a frequently broken down mower, and just plain

curiosity about what happens if we don’t mow. I've had a
blast wandering through the “jungle” learning about all the
interesting plants springing up all over the place!

Unfortunately this combined with our new neighbors
not being quite as fastidious about gardening as our previous
neighbors, has meant that the fence between our properties
is no longer merely decoratively festooned with vines, but

instead more resembles a mountain of vines.
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Last night I had the distinctly satisfying task of ripping
the vines down and taming them! Solution on page 35.
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SPONSORSHIP BANNER AVAILABLE! SPACE FOR YOUR CONTACT
INFORMATION HERE:

Y() UR L() GO HERE A PERSONALIZED CALL TO ACTION

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

9‘ SEPTEMBER
OGN CONTEST
OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES! LAST MONTH'’S

1stPrize: The Connection, Topeka,1Year Subscrip-  TWINNERS
tion, a pen, notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy

of The Way I See It from LaGwana. Joe & Deann Fry, -y
2nd Prize(s)": A pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 450N, Shipshewana

and The Way I See It from LaGwana.
3rd Prize(s)': The Way I See It .

last issue’s farm as
*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for bei db
every 50 entries over 100 received. eing owne y Sam

RULES: & Nettie Lehman,

1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad- 1220 N-57, Topeka, IN. Congratulations! They won a 1 Year
dress, or by road and nearest intersectingroad.  Guhgscription from The Connection, a pen, a notepad set, aletter

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm, .
P.0. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. opener,anda copy of The WayISeelt f1:om LaGwana. Second prize
Please include your name and address. went to NaomiLehman, 500 W, Shipshewana, IN. Third prize

3) Entry deadline: September 23, 2025. went to Dennis & Waneta Yoder, 200 S, Topeka, IN
Please allow time for mail delivery.

correctly identified

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.
Next month’s winner will receive a 25$ Gift
Certificate to Tiffany’s Restaurant and more!

There were 22 correct entries thismonth. Others that guessed correctlywere: Richard
& Carolyn Lambright, Floyd & Betty Miller, David & Marlene Miller, Kevin & Miriam

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

) e 006 000000000000 00000 Miller, Joe & Fannie Mae Bontrager, Cletus & Rosetta Miller, Elva & Velma Miller,
SPONSORED BY: John Allen & Rosetta Yoder, Joe & Pollyanna Whetstone, Junior & Mabel Miller, Perry
& LaGwana THE & Thelma Hochstetler, Samuel Jr. & Elnora Bontrager, Jake & Fannie Eash, Larry &
CONNECTION Tina Yoder, Daniel & Cristina Bontrager, Larry & Ruby Hochstetler, Amos Jay & Ida

Shipflﬁzijalr\xia??l(\)lzlgsw Toﬁi'a ?}’1’\‘,2‘;3,’571 Anna Miller, Jr. & Marilyn Bontrager, Marcus & Ruth Yoder.

Next Month Sponsored By: T%W,/; The Hometown Treasure - September 25 31



Coloring Contest
Winners

Six-year-old Madison Lambright of 250N,
Shipshewana was our winner for the August-

Coloring Contest. She won an ice cream treat of

choice at Wana-Cup in Shipshewana.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop
by Wana-Cup for a free small ice cream cone
through September.

Runners-up were Amy Rose Herschberger,
age 6; Jonathan Hostetler, age 5; Kara Ruth
Weaver, age 4; Hannah, age 3; Adrian Luke Fry,
age 2. Honorable Mentions: Makiah Beechy, age
6; Hanna Miller, age 6; Kenton Slabach, age 6;
Andrea Yoder, age 6; Maryann Bontrager, age 6;
and Seth Yoder, age 6. Check out page 33 for this
month’s coloring page.

Be SURE to include all your information on

the coloring page, even your age! ... we do not

want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is

only for children up to six years old. Name PMlovdison Lonaloy

Bleeding Heart

Burning Bush =............ =
Butterfly Bush
=-......-. .'..=

Chrysanthemum

Coneflower ..-... ..-...-.

Dahlia

[ [ |
Goldenrod =........ .... =

Heuchera

.=....... ....=
Lavender L L .-..=.

Lupine

Pansy ...'..'..'...

Sunflower
Tulip Solution to Clueless

Use the words listed

d Crossword is on pg 35
stz CYOSSWOTA. b iirid

Iris

WHICH FISH
COSTS THE MOST?

Answer on page 35.
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I
Tffany s

414 E. Lake Street

Topeka, IN 46571
260-593-2988

Name: Age:

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Tiffany’s in Topeka this month! Winner gets a FREE
ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Tiffany’s. The Winning Drawings will be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS
claim your drawing for A FREE ICE-CREAM CONE at Tiffany’s in October. Mail submission to: LaGwana,
Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry deadline is September 23, 2025.

Address:

The Hometown Treasure - September ’25 33



Shipshewana

ANTIQUE
AUCTION

EVERY WEDNESDAY | . & (P alin | dL &, aa j 4
9 AMYEAR-ROUND |, - |/ #8 BY ¥ R YA
Flea Market
Sept. 1st, 2nd & 3rd | Openi8am - 4pm each day!

ShipshewanaFleaMarket.com <
«TradingPlace-

260-768-4129

SHIPSHEWANA
o Wes

SHIPSHEWANA ﬁl:t'flﬂﬂ
. MISC. & ANTIQUE BLDG. -

260-336-8362
Antiques, collectibles, Sh - h P g
furniture, primitives, I ps ewa na R "
glassware, books, L
advertising & more!

Call to consign antiques

and miscellaneous items. : SAT.’ SEPT. 20,2025

OPEN FROM DAYLIGHT - 1:00 PM

qepshena, ALL TYPES OF FLEA MARKET ITEMS!

. . . e Y | All kinds of fowl, poultry, small animals, pets,
TradingPlace 25:::::‘25';5335255 produce, baked goods, antiques & more.

' Parking/Vehicle: $5 3 Ve Ri 2 w
345 S Van Buren St 2025 Remaining Dates: e _ﬁ;'. A "!3

Shipshewana, IN Sep 20

260-768-4129 & Oct 18 345 S Van Buren St * Shipshewana, IN
ShipshewanaAuction.com 260-768-4129

+TradingPlace-
€st, 1922
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Advertiser & Sponsor Index

Advertiser Page
Ace Hardware of Topeka.........cccoceoeererueucncnnne 26
Benefit

Shipshewana Fire Dept ........cccoceeererueuencnsnn

Advertiser
Grogg-Martin Realtors

Lantz, Rod ......c.cccucn...

Gutwein Chiropractic...

Advertiser Page
Midwest Eye Consultants.........c.cccccceueueennnnee 19

Miller’s Electrical Service..........cceovevvevvennene..

Precision Turf Care, LLC...

Topeka Fire Dept. ............... Hummel Group .................. .19 Rural Ist..ccoecevncicccniniccnene.
Edward Jones Integrity Overhead Door........ccccoueueuieieuencncs 17 Shipshewana Trading Place ..........c.ccceuevnencns 34
First Federal Savings Bank........c....cccccoeueene. 4 LaGrange Co. Health Dept.......ccccceueueuenenee 6,30 Smokehouse Grills & Supply .......c.cecevvveveueece 8
First State BanK.......cccceceueueueueueuecceecncccnne 14 LaGrange Co. Health Dept.......ccccoeueuieveueucncn 30 Southwind Flooring, INC......ccccceccerirueuiinuenenne 4
Forks County Line.......ccccoceveueeninueuencnienecncns 19 LaGwana Springer Dental Care.........c.cooceeeieenievrerieerecas 25
Frontline Auto Tech ......cccccoeeueueuicmcecuccncnne 19  Brochure Dist.......ccceoeveueinieieenirieieieieienenne 19 Town of Wolcottville........cceevvieueinneininnenne 11
Fry’s Repair Shop ......cccoeueveniniecninicicniciccns 20 Photography ......c.cccocceeeueuemieciccicncinnes 25 Triple M Tire & Service.......coovvuveevrerieerueveerunes 4
Many Thanks to Our Sponsors..
Sponsor Page Sponsor Page Sponsor
Bender AUtOMOtiVe .......evvviiiiiciiiinen. 24 LaGWana.....c.cocooeeevererreenererseenens The Connection
Douglas G Whitehead DDS..........ccoocconcvenne. 30  Northern Nutrition Tiffany’s Restaurant..........cccoeeueeveiercccnnnuencnes 33
Frontline Auto Tech ........c.cccoocviiviiniiniiiss 24 Qak Grove Tax and Accounting Service........ 23 Weaver’s Furniture Sales...........cccccevvrruenenee. 23
KZ RV e, 22 Southwind FlOOTING .........cvvveerrverrvsniesrsennnes 22 Westview School Corporation................. 20, 21

By Marsha Patrick
Sponsored by
We are looking for sponsors!

We would be happy to use words
related to your business as the
more details at 260-463-4901.

words used in the puzzle. Call for

Crossword
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Riddle on page 32.

The Hometown Treasure - September '25

Solution to puzzle on page 31
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message
From Erika!

Enter remaining letters starting at
the top and going left to right.

TOO MANY
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HAM & BEAN SUPPER

Ice Cream Social
Saturday, October 4th, 2025 400-7:30pm

|‘||H‘ i

CLASSIC COUNTRY. GOSPEL .
COUNTY LINE

o : :
oo | %7, Reflective

WWW.COUNTYLINEBAND.ORG Address
Signs Available $25

Hosted By: Shipshewana Firefighters Nonprofit

Proceeds support Firefighter Training, Department Supplies, and Community Outreach

Shipshewana Auction Misc. Building 345 South Van Buren St. Shipshewana



