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Congratulations to the State Qualifi ers from the regional track and fi eld meet. 
Westview’s 4x800 relay team of Antonio Pedroso, Bentley Ryall, Elijah Watts, and 
Noah Bontrager advanced to State with their relay time of 7:56.20. Noah Bontrag-
er earned 2 Regional championships in the 1600 and the 3200 meter races, with 
times of 4:12.38 and 9:10.34, respectively. Dallas Yoder broke 2 school records: 
one in the 200 meter race that he set himself last week with a new time of 22.19 
seconds, and one in the 400 meter race with a new time of 49.16 (state qualifying 
time), beating the record Noah Bontrager set last year. Congraulations to all of 
these Warriors! 

Regional Runner-Up! Westview Ju-
nior Luke Haarer placed 2nd at Varsity 
Boys Golf Regionals on June 11th and 
competed at the State Finals. 

State Qualifiers and Broken Records!
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State Champion
Back-toBack
2X

Back-to-back Double State Champion! 
Noah Bontrager won both the 1600 me-
ter and the 3200 meter races back-to-back 
years at the State track and fi eld meet, set-
ting two state records in the process. Con-
graulations Noah!

Noah broke a state record that stood 
for 14 years in the 3200 meter race with a 
time of 8:47.57, and he broke his own state 
record in the 1600 meter with a time of 
4:01.83. 
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Th e Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
fi rst insertion for such advertising.

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
 Size width x height Rate
 1/12 page  .................. 23/8" x 23/8" ...............$45

 1/6 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 47/8"
 or (Horizontal)  . 47/8" x 23/8" ...............$85

 1/3 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 97/8"
 or (Square) .... 47/8" x 47/8" ............$160

 1/2 page ................... 73/8" x 47/8" ............$225

 2/3 page ................... 47/8" x 97/8" ............$300

 Full Page* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$400

 Inside Front* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Inside Back* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500

 Back Cover* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$600
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

A

Publication

Th e Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,200

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 260-463-7257 
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during offi  ce hours:
 Monday - Th ursday, 8 am-5 pm

Friday, 8 am-2 pm

Hometown Treasure Staff 
Dan Byler, General Manager

Erika Byler, Publications Manager

Abby Wenger, Photographer

Trystan Nisley, Layout

Marsha Patrick, Robin Peters, Sara O’Haver & 
Kollienn Chapman, Customer Service

Cassie Reed, Proofi ng

Endia Simpson, Graphic Designer

Rod Lantz & Cary Peters, Sales

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for August 2026 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, July 21
Thursday, July 16 if you need a proof.

August Issue Date is Tuesday, July 28S.

RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More

We sell the Earth and Everything on it!
PO Box 393 • Topeka, IN 46571

www.groggmartin.com
Rod Lantz • 260-463-6652

rodlantz@aol.com
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 118 North Main St
  Topeka,   IN   46571  
(260) 593-2212 

 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!
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 ACE HAS WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR NEXT PROJECT !
Premium Paints & Primers,Painting Supplies,Plumbing,Water Heaters,Bladder 
Tanks, Electrical,Heating Stoves,Tools,Lawn & Garden,Housewares,and More!

“Always Essential, 
Forever Helpful.”

Premium Paints Available!
See Store for Special Discounts
and Free Delivery Details
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by Kim Ray Mishler

Th is page sponsored by

YOUR LOCAL CREATIVE SERVICES PROVIDER.
PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878 · LaGwana.com

Faux Pas
Faux Pas, pronounced foh-

pah. Its origin is French, meaning 
“misstep”. It was adopted into 
the English language in 1670 
to describe a social blunder or 
embarrassing mistake. To me, 
it’s just a super fancy way to say, 
“I really messed up!” I recently 
caused one of these fancy errors. 
It involved a lot of people. I was 
left humiliated, embarrassed, and 
questioning my sanity.

After the blunder, I felt 
horrible but knew I needed 
to make a lot of apologies. 
Stomach churning, the 
“sorry saying” began. And 
every single person I talked 
to responded with…are you 
ready…GRACE!

It’s funny how the Lord 
works. Th at morning, I 
asked Papa God to give me 
something to write about 
in the next Heart & Soul 
article. And boy, did he deliver! 
Allow me to rewind a couple of 
days before my big gaff e to give you 
the full picture. You see, someone 
pulled out in front of me. I had 
to swerve to avoid them. I laid on 
my horn for an exceedingly long 
time. And at every stop we made, 
I gave them a “palms up” or an 

evil eye. I was angry. I certainly 
didn’t respond to them with grace. 
Didn’t even enter my mind. But 
chances are, the driver of that car 
was feeling just as bad about their 
mistake as I was about mine. So, to 
the person in the teal trailblazer – I 
am sorry!

A 17th-century poet once 
penned…To err is human, to 
forgive is divine. Gulp! We all make 

mistakes. But are we all as easy to 
forgive or extend grace when the 
errors happen?

According to Matthew 18:21-
35, it’s an imperative decision. In 
this parable, Jesus tells of a king 
who had pity on a servant who 
owed him an astronomical debt and 
forgave him. Afterward, that same 

servant chokes and imprisons a 
fellow servant for a very small debt 
he couldn’t pay. When the King got 
wind of this, he questioned him as 
to why he would plead for mercy 
from the King and receive grace, 
and yet he could not do the same 
for this person, who was indebted 
to him. Th e King then ordered his 
arrest, and he, too, was imprisoned 
until his debt could be paid. Jesus 

wrapped up the story by 
saying that our Heavenly 
Father will do the same to 
us if we don’t forgive our 
brother from our heart.

And that’s just what 
grace is, right? A heart 
decision that comes from 
love and a deep desire 
to extend what was so 
graciously given to us. Th e 
greatest of which occurred 
on a wooden cross where a 
very merciful King forgave 

my astronomical debt.
I’ve got quite a collection of 

faux pas – they happen regularly. 
But when it comes to grace – well 
– I’ve been granted more than my 
fair share. I’ve been forgiven, and it 
certainly is divine! Now, to improve 
on paying it forward.  
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Your time.
Your 

place.

701 Windridge Drive

Middlebury, IN 46540

Learn more at Greencroft.org/GreencroftMiddlebury.

574-825-6785

Your worry-free lifestyle awaits! 

Greencroft Middlebury offers maintenance-free

living in beautiful craftsman-style homes. Choose

from move-in ready options or build your own. Enjoy

the freedom to travel, relax, entertain, and embrace

the retirement you’ve earned. With lots selling fast,

now’s the time to secure your dream home!

WE MAKE DREAM
HOMES COME TRUE.

Loans subject to credit approval. Rural 1st® is a tradename and Rural 1st , the Rolling Hills Window icon, Rural Logic, and Closer to 
What Matters are exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid America, NMLS 407249. Rural 1st products are available to consumers 
within the territories of participating Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender.

When your goal is to get Closer to What Matters®, we’re ready to help you get started.

- Rural home, lot and construction financing

- Auction financing available

- Local loan officers that live in your communities

- We make home visits 

Construction Loans • Lot Loans • Land Loans • Home Loans

Matt Miller 
Rural 1st Loan Officer 
260.336.5984 
NMLS 560497
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M NEYWise

Th is article was written by Edward Jones 

for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 

Advisor, Sheldon Q Shrock AAMS®, 120 N 

Harrison St, Shipshewana, IN 46565, PH: 

260-768-4348. Edward Jones, Member 

SIPC.

Five Questions Th at Could Change How You See Retirement
Saving for retirement is 

important, but it’s only part of the 
picture. If you’re within fi ve to 10 
years of your target retirement date, 
it’s time to start thinking about what 
you actually want your retirement 
to look like. After all, getting to 
retirement isn’t the end 
goal — it’s what you want 
to do once you’re there 
that matters.

Start by asking 
yourself these fi ve 
questions. 

When do you want 
to retire? Th e age at 
which you retire matters 
more than you may 
realize. Retiring early 
sounds appealing, but it 
means saving more and 
having less time to do 
it. It can also create gaps in health 
care coverage and income before key 
benefi ts kick in. For example, Social 
Security benefi ts can begin at 62, but 
at a reduced amount. Full benefi ts 
are available between ages 66 and 67, 
depending on birth year, and waiting 
until 70 means the maximum benefi t. 
Medicare doesn’t start until age 65, 
and penalty-free withdrawals from 
retirement accounts generally aren’t 
allowed until age 59½.

For couples, timing gets even 
more complicated. Staggering 
retirement dates can sometimes 
maximize benefi ts; in other cases, 
retiring at the same time works 
better. 

A fi nancial advisor can help you 
sort through these decisions and fi nd 
the approach that makes the most 
sense for your situation.

How do you want to spend 
your time in retirement? Many 
new retirees are surprised to fi nd 

that having unlimited free time feels 
disorienting rather than freeing. 
Th inking ahead about how to fi ll 
the days with meaningful activity – 
whether that’s travel, volunteering, 
pursuing hobbies or spending more 
time with family – can make the 
transition smoother.

It helps to sketch out what a 
typical week, month or even fi rst 
year might look like. If there are big 
gaps, it’s worth thinking now about 
what might fi ll them in rewarding 
ways.

Where do you want to live as 
a retiree? Some retirees stay put, 
while others downsize or relocate 
entirely. Either way, it’s wise to 

consider whether a chosen location 
will work well as you get older, taking 
into account factors like proximity to 
family, access to health care, cost of 
living and climate.

What will your retirement 
lifestyle cost? It’s not uncommon 

for retirees to discover 
that their travel, 
entertainment or leisure 
expenses were higher 
than expected. Th e more 
active and involved you 
plan to be, the more you 
will likely need to budget.

Does your 
retirement involve 
giving back? Retirement 
often brings both the 
time and motivation to be 
more generous. Whether 
the goal is helping family 

members, donating to charity or 
volunteering in the community, 
it’s worth defi ning those goals and 
building them into an overall plan.

Now that your vision is taking 
shape, turn it into a plan. Work with 
your fi nancial advisor to align your 
savings with the life you want — and 
revisit that plan as your priorities 
evolve so your retirement keeps pace 
with you. 

Stock Photo
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LaGrange County LaGrange County 
LibraryLibrary

Find more information at www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841.
Facebook Page- m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444
M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

LaGrange County Public Library
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841

M - Th  • 9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m.
Friday • 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturday • 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.

Below are the events planned for July 2026.
All activities are In-Person unless noted. If you have any questions, 

please call the LaGrange library for further information.

Youth Interest
Preschool Story Time (Ages 0-5) � eme: Alphabet: Letters M,N,O!

LaGrange • Tuesdays • 10:30 a.m.
Shipshewana • Tuesdays • 11 a.m.
Topeka • Wednesdays • 11:30 a.m.

Enjoys stories, songs, and rhymes with a fun craft or activity.

Makerspace AND Lego Play (Ages 5+) Registration not required
LaGrange • Wednesdays and Th ursdays • 2:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Makerspace is a collaborative space where you can use tools and materials to create, 
learn and share. New special projects every week! AND we will have all of our Legos 

out to build what you want or complete the monthly challenge.  Parents must stay with 
children ages 10 and under.

Friday Family Games! ( All Ages) 
LaGrange • Fridays in July • 10:00 am–4:00 pm

Bring the whole family and join us for board games, Nintendo Switch or Wii! We will 
have tables and games, and TVs set up to play video games together. Come and go as you 

are able during this time. Parents must stay with children ages 10 and under.

Monday Movies (All Ages)
LaGrange • Mondays • 1 p.m. •  We will show a kid friendly movie and have free 

popcorn. Bring your own covered drink. July movies: Smurfs, Elio, PBS Dinosaur 
Train, Bad Guys 2.

Teen Games (Grades 6-12)
LaGrange • Monday, July 13 • 4–7:30 p.m.

Drop in anytime and stay as long as you can! Play larger group party games or 
settle in for something longer. Free pizza and water provided!

Book Clubs
Books & Banter Book Club: (Grade 7-12) 

LaGrange • Monday, July 20 • 4:00-5:00 p.m. Discussing: � e Liars Society by Alyson 
Gerber. Come to the library in June to get your book to read and discuss in July. 

Book Buddies Book Club: (Grade 1-3) 
LaGrange • Tuesday, July 21 • 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Reading: Simon the Seahorse: Simon Says by Cora Reef.  At each meeting we will start reading 
our book together and do a fun activity, then you will take the book home with you to fi nish 

reading and bring back next month.
Page Turners Book Club: (Grade 3-7) 

LaGrange • Tuesday, July 21 • 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Discussing: Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett. Come to the library in June to get your book to 
read and discuss in July. At each meeting we will discuss the book we read this month and 

do a fun activity or craft related to the story.

Teen Video Games and (TTRPG) (Grades 7-12)
LaGrange • Monday, July 27 • 4:00–7:30 p.m.

Join us for Nintendo Switch, Wii and VR. If  you enjoy TTRPG's like Dungeons & Dragons, 
we will have we will have snacks and TV's set up to play. Come and go as you are able 

during this time.

Adult Interest

America 250: Unearth a Story
Adult Summer Reading Challenge through July 25. All LaGrange Co. 

Public Library Branches and Bookmobile. For every 3 books read and/or library 
programs attended, participants can put an entry into a drawing for one of 3 metal 

detectors!

Patchwork Trails – LaGrange County Courthouse
105 N Detroit St, LaGrange • Friday, July 10 • 1 p.m. 

Please register by July 3 at the LaGrange Main Library or by calling 260-463-4841 
x1030. Meet at the gazebo on the courthouse lawn. Gary Mast will lead us on a tour of 
this beautiful historic building. PLEASE NOTE: Cellphones, smart watches, recording 
devices, drinks, drinks, pocket knives, and any potential weapons are not allowed on 

this tour. Only single-function cameras are allowed. Purses and bags will be searched.

Second Saturday Book Club (Ages 16+)
LaGrange • Saturday, July 11 • 11 a.m.

Th is month we'll discuss "Rise to Rebellion" by Jeff  Shaara. More than a powerful portrait 
of the people and purpose of the American Revolution. Rise to Rebellion is a vivid 

account of history's most pivotal events. Th e Boston Tea Party, battles of Concord and 
Bunker Hill are recreated with breathtaking detail. Copies of the book are available at the 

LaGrange's Adult Desk.

Culinary Adventures: Summer Delights (Ages 12+)
Friday, July 17 • 12:00 p.m. • Chubby's Fish & Steak; Sweet Summers; 

Mister Bratz • All on West SR 120 in downtown Orland. 
 Seafood, ice cream, and BBQ; what else do you need for summer dining? Must register at 

LaGrange or call 260-463-2841 x 1030.  

Patchwork Trails – Historic Ontario (All Ages)
Corner of 225E & 405N, Howe • Tuesday, July 21 • 6 p.m. 

Meet at the Ontario Town Park. Historian Bryan McCoy will lead a walking tour of the 
area, sharing stories of the town's past. No registration. Free.

Make & Take: Kinusaiga (Ages 12+)
LaGrange • Wednesday, July 22 • 6 p.m. 

Cost is $20 per person, registration &  non-refundable $10 deposit due by July 15 at 
LaGrange Library Adult services desk. Th e traditional Japanese craft of kinusaiga 
(translated as "fabric painting") is often called "no-sew-quilting." We will use fabric, foam 

board and simple tools to make mosaic-like pictures.  

Archi-Trek: Ligonier (Ages 12+)
Depart & Return: LaGrange Co. Public Library

Th ursday, July 23 • Depart: 8:30 am - Return 5 pm
With more than two dozen murals and large Jewish mansions scattered throughout 
the historic downtown area, Ligonier off ers surprises nearly everythere you look. 
Th is is a walking and riding tour. Cost $12 per person, pay online at eventbrite.com, 
or by cash or check at the LaGrange Main Library (payable to Green Bus Tours) Must 

register at LaGrange or call 260-463-2841 x 1030 as space is very limited. 

Cookbook Club (Families Welcome)
LaGrange • Saturday, July 25 • 11 a.m.

Th is month's cookbook is Brave Tart by Stella Parks. Check out the cookbook from the library,  
choose a recipe to make and bring it to the Cookbook Club carry-in! Plates, silverware, coff ee 

and tea will be provided. Cookbook Club meets the 4th Saturday of each month.

Coming in October!
Explore the nation's capital in our 250th year on 
a 6-Day Motorcoach Trip to Washington D.C. & 

Gettysburg!
October 26 through October 31.

Complete information available at the Library or watch for details!

Summer Reading Has Started!
Special summer programs start June 1. You can sign up at any library branch 

until July 16 to be able to earn prizes for reading. First day to turn in your read-
ing log and get a prize is June 10. Join us as we "Unearth a Story" this summer!

12 The Hometown Treasure · July ‘26



July 
Events

Sewing Group
Wednesday, July 22 • 9:30 am–3:30 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $5 donation for Parks 

What is a UFO? If you said Unfi nished 
Object-this sewing group is for you! 
This gathering is open to everyone. 
Bring your sewing machine and work 
on a project while getting help, sharing 
ideas, and connecting with fellow sewing 
enthusiasts. Please bring a sack lunch 
and a snack to share. RSVP with Linda 
Grobis at 260-351-3609.

 Quilt Class
Saturday, August 22 • 9 am–3 pm

Maple Wood Nature Center
Fee: $25 ($5 is given back to Parks)

Join us for some fun as we start our 
Leaves of Fall pattern. Here is a table 
topper with leaves. Registration is 
required. Instructions are provided upon 
registration. Instructors will be available 
during class to answer questions and 
off er guidance. To register, call Julia 260-
367-1449 or Ira 260-463-1438. 

Every Park Every Trail
Saturday, July 25 • 9 am

Pine Knob Park/Mike Metz Fen
2825E SR 120, Howe, IN

Th e walk will begin at 6 pm Trail maps 
may be found at the trailhead, on the 
LaGrange County Parks website, or on 
the AllTrails App. It is free to participate. 
Walk at your own pace; For more 
information, visit the Parks website at 
www.lagrangecountyparks.org or call 
260-854-2225.

Embers & Echoes
"A Night Hike Experience"
Th ursday, July 23 • 7:30 - 9:30 pm

Delt Church Park - Greenwood Pavilion

6455S 200W, Wolcottville  • Free Event
Step into the park at dusk, for a cozy 
evening adventure! Join us for a guided 
night hike as we discover what comes 
alive when the sun goes down-listening 
for nighttime sounds, spotting hidden 
"eyes," and learning about local wildlife 
along the trail. After the hike, gather 
around the campfire for stories under 
the stars and enjoy a sweet treat. This 
relaxed, family-friendly event is perfect 
for all ages looking to experience the 
magic of the park at night.

Archery Tournament
Saturday, August 8 • 8 am-3 pm

Pine Knob Park
2825E SR 120, Howe, IN

Get ready to take aim at adventure! 
An exciting archery tournament is 
coming soon to Pine Knob Park and you 
won't want to miss it. Whether you're 
a seasoned archer or just love a little 
friendly competition, this event is sure 
to hit the mark with outdoor enthusiasts 
of all ages. Registration offi  cially opens 
June 22. Stay tuned in with our Parks 
Facebook page or visit our website for 
more event details & updates!

Summer Adventures Await
Call or email us today to reserve a spot 
260-854-2225, parks@lagrangecounty.
in.gov.

Nature Bound II
July 13-17 • 9 am–3pm Daily • $50 

Nature Bound II Summer Camp for grades 
3-5 off ers hands-on outdoor exploration, 

engaging nature challenges, and plenty 

of active fun that builds confi dence and 

curiosity at Dallas Lake Park.

Nature Bound III
July 20-24 • 9 am–3pm Daily • $50 

Nature Bound III Summer Camp for 

grades 6-8 challenges campers to explore 

the outdoors, build leadership skills, and 

connect with nature through active, hands-

on adventures at Dallas Lake Park.

Conservation Bound
July 27-31 • 9 am–3pm Daily • $50 

Conservation Camp at Pine Knob Park,  
for grades 6-9 empowers youth to 
protect the outdoors through hands-on 
projects, outdoor skills, and meaningful 

conservation experiences.

FeNGke 5-K Fun Run/Walk
Saturday, August 15 • 9 am

Register 8-8:45 am
Pine Knob Park/Mike Metz Fen

2825E SR 120, Howe, IN
Online registration opens July 1. Stay 
tuned to our Facebook Page or Website, 
or call the parks offi  ce for registration 
information. Get ready to lace up your 
sneakers and bring the energy-because 
the Fengke 5k at Pine Knob Park is 
coming this August! This isn't your 
average run... it's a full-on celebration of 
fun and FeNGke (funky) vibes from start 
to finish. Grab your friends, dress in your 
funkiest gear, and get ready to make some 
unforgettable memories. From start line 
excitement to finish line festivities, this 
is one event you won't want to miss.
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Th e LaGrange County Community 
Foundation is pleased to welcome 

Emily Evers as its new Community 
Initiatives Program Manager.

Evers grew up in Wolcottville and 
currently resides in LaGrange. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Agribusi-
ness from Purdue University in 2022 
and later completed her Master of Busi-
ness Administration through Purdue 
Global.

Prior to joining the Community 
Foundation, Evers served with Purdue 
Extension in South Bend as both an 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Ed-
ucator and County Extension Director. 
Th rough those roles, she worked close-
ly with local communities, built strong 
relationships, and connected individ-
uals and organizations with resources 
and programs designed to create posi-
tive community impact.

As Community Initiatives Program 
Manager, Evers will lead Community 
Foundation-supported initiatives and 
community projects in collaboration 
with nonprofi ts, schools, businesses, 
donors, local government agencies, 

healthcare organizations, civic and 
service groups, workforce development 
partners, faith-based organizations, 
and other community stakeholders.

Evers will also serve as the Com-
munity Foundation’s lead staff  rep-
resentative for the Hawpatch Trail 
Project, supporting the Community 
Foundation’s role as a project partner 
and helping advance community en-
gagement and collaboration eff orts. 
She will also coordinate the ongoing 
work of the LaGrange County Early 
Learning Coalition, bringing togeth-
er partners to address early learning 
needs and strengthen opportunities 
for local families.

“I’m most excited about meeting 
new people, learning from the team, 
and having the opportunity to work in 
the area where I grew up,” said Evers. 
“It’s really special to be building con-
nections and starting this next chapter 
in the same community where I was 
raised.”

Growing up on a family farm, 
Evers developed a strong appreciation 
for hard work, responsibility, and col-
laboration. She is passionate about 
farm-to-school programs, agricultural 
education, and helping others appreci-
ate the beauty and value of the natural 
world.

“Emily brings a strong background 
in community engagement, relation-
ship building, and collaborative lead-
ership,” said Octavia Yoder, Executive 
Director. “Her passion for strengthen-
ing communities through community 
engagement make her a wonderful ad-
dition to our team.”

Evers looks forward to continuing 
to learn about the people, organiza-
tions, and partnerships that make La-

Grange County a special place to live 
and work.

In her free time, she enjoys garden-
ing, baking, and spending time with 
family. 

LaGrange County Community Foundation Welcomes Community 
Initiatives Program Manager

Photo submitted

Goshen College recently recognized 
166 undergraduate students for ex-
cellence in academics on the 2025-26 
spring semester Dean’s List.

 Ashwaq Aldhuraibi, a senior Psy-
chology major from Shipshewana, was 
recognized for academic excellence on 
the spring semester Dean’s List at Gos-
hen College. Aldhuraibi is a graduate of 
Westview Junior-Senior High School.

Th e Dean’s List includes traditional 
undergraduate students earning at least 
a 3.75 GPA, while completing at least 12 
hours of coursework for a letter grade. 
Only grades from the designated semes-
ter are included in the Dean’s List se-
lection process. Students are classifi ed 
based on their total credit hours at the 
beginning of the semester, according 
to the following scale: Freshman, 0-29 
credits; Sophomore, 30-59 credits; Ju-
nior, 60-89 credits; Senior, 90 credits or 
more. Th ese classifi cations may not re-
fl ect the number of years a student has 
spent in college.

Th e college initiated its Dean’s List 
in fall 1999, celebrating the achieve-
ment of students who have met high ac-
ademic standards. 

Goshen College 
announces Dean’s 

List for Spring 2026 
Semester 

LaGrange County Youth Advocacy 
Collaborative Promotes Safer Roads for 

All LaGrange, Indiana
Shipshewana Area 
Historical Society

Th e LaGrange County Health De-
partment is proud to participate in the 
county’s Youth Advocacy Collaborative, 
partnership of community organiza-
tions dedicated to young people and 
their unique place in public health and 
community matters. With the warmer 
weather, we are focusing eff orts on a 
topic that touches nearly every resident 
of LaGrange County: road safety. We are 
reminding motorists, buggy operators, 
cyclists and pedestrians to exercise 
heightened caution on rural roads as 
warmer weather brings increased travel 
throughout the county. 

As home to one of the largest Amish 
populations in Indiana, LaGrange 
County’s roads are shared by motorists, 
horse-drawn buggies, farm equipment, 
bicyclists and pedestrians. Th is unique 
transportation environment presents 
challenges that require awareness, pa-
tience, and mutual respect from every-
one who travels our county roadways. 

Th rough the Youth Advocacy Col-
laborative, community organizations 
come together to explore how road safe-
ty impacts families, schools, and neigh-
borhoods. We want to raise awareness 
about reducing distractions while driv-
ing and slowing down when approach-
ing slower-moving vehicles. For many 
county residents, seeing horse-drawn 
buggies on local roads is part of every-
day life. However, we must consistent-
ly be mindful that the speed diff erence 
between motor vehicles and buggies can 
create dangerous situations, especially 
during low-light conditions, on narrow 
roads and on dirt roads. 

We want to emphasize that roadway 
safety remains a shared responsibility. 
Every traveler deserves to reach their 

destination safely, whether driving a 
car, operating farm equipment, riding 
in a buggy or cycling on our roadways. 
Awareness and patience can save lives. 

Th e LaGrange County Health De-
partment is grateful for the leadership 
and commitment demonstrated by 
members of the Youth Advocacy Collab-
orative. By encouraging conversations 
about safe driving habits and communi-
ty responsibility, we hope to help build 
a culture of safety throughout LaGrange 
County. 

Th e collaborative urges all residents 
to support these eff orts by:

•  Staying alert and avoiding dis-
tracted driving.

•  Slowing down when approaching 
horse-drawn buggies and farm 
equipment. 

•  Allowing adequate space when 
passing slower-moving vehicles. 

•  Practicing patience and courtesy 
on our roadways. 

•  Talking with young drivers about 
safe driving habits. 

Together, through education, 
awareness, and community partnership, 
LaGrange County can continue working 
toward safer roads for everyone. 

Th e Shipshewana Area Historical 
Society will meet Monday, July 20 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Farver School Museum 
at 315 N Morton St. in Shipshewana.

Th e program will be: “Th e History 
of the American Flag and When the 
States Joined the Union.” Bryan Mc-
Coy, our LaGrange County Historian, 
and his mother, Carolyn McCoy, will 
present the program.

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & � ursday: 9-5

HOMECOMING
GOSPEL ECHOES TEAM PRISON MINISTRY

ALL TEAM

Maple City Chapel
2015 Lincolnway E. Goshen, IN 46526

Gospel Concert: 4:00pm
Grilled BBQ Chicken Meal & Homemade 
Ice Cream by Donation: 5:30pm 
Gospel Concert: 6:30pm

Sing

Info. 574.533.0221
www.gospelechoes.com

Sharing Christ In Prison

DINNER ON GROUNDS:
BBQ Chicken Dinner &  
Homemade Icecream

HARVEST TEAM

DAN & AMANDA ESHNEW LIFE TEAM

VINTAGE VOICES
Canada West

MERCY ROAD TEAM

LIVING HOPE TEAM
Canada East

SATURDAY 
JULY11th 2026

A freewill offering will be  
received for the prison ministry
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Community Scholarships Provide $268,000 Toward 
Student Success

Th e LaGrange County Commu-
nity Foundation will award a total of 
$268,000 in scholarships this year 
through their Community Scholarship 
Program, helping local students pursue 
higher education and career training 
opportunities.  

Scholarship awards were present-
ed in May to graduating seniors during 
school ceremonies for Lakeland, Prai-
rie Heights and Westview schools.

Th e Community Foundation man-
ages more than 50 scholarship funds 
established by individuals, families 
and businesses to support students 
from specifi c schools or those pursu-
ing specifi c fi elds of study. Th ese funds 
assist students preparing for careers in 
education, agriculture, healthcare, sci-
ence, engineering, skilled trades, and 
many other professions.

Individual awards range from $500 
to $40,000, with several scholarships 
renewable for up to four years.

“Spring is an especially busy and 
exciting season for families of graduat-
ing seniors, and it is incredibly reward-
ing to celebrate their achievements as 
they prepare for the next season of 
their educational journey,” said Beth 
Retterbush, Scholarship Manager.  
“Scholarships provide encouragement 
and help alleviate some of the fi nancial 
burden that often comes with continu-
ing education.”

“Th ese opportunities are made 
possible through the generosity of 
our donors, who continue to invest in 
the future of our community. We are 
also deeply grateful for the numerous 
volunteers who dedicate their time to 
carefully evaluate applications and for 
the partnership of our local schools and 
guidance departments, whose support 
helps connect students with the best 

opportunities to pursue their dreams,” 
Retterbush added. 

Recipients of the 2026 Communi-
ty Scholarships, listed by school, are as 
follows:

Lakeland Jr/Sr High School:
• Alexis Gyovai – Hope Nursing Schol-
arship; Huggins Family Scholarship
• Alivia Owens – Ray and Ruth Culp 
Memorial Scholarship
• Dulce Canedo – Olivia Bay Lemings 
Memorial Scholarship
• Kaianne Miller – Bulldog Spirit 
Scholarship
• Karlee Demoss – Brian J. Evans Me-
morial Scholarship
• Keegan Merrifi eld – Chase E. 
Scott Memorial Football Scholarship; 
Terry Schmidt Memorial Basketball 
Scholarship
• Kennadee Kerns – Mattea Hope 
Holton Memorial Scholarship
• Lana Vankoevering – Craig D. Neff  
& Ronda S. Memorial Scholarship; 
Ellsworth Fanning Memorial Scholar-
ship*; Holly Petersen Memorial Science 
Scholarship
• Levi Cook – Matthew Terry Memorial 
Scholarship; Mory Family Scholarship
• Lydia Jacobson – Bruce Brown 
Memorial Scholarship; Lakeland 
Scholarship; Lambright Leadership 
Scholarship*; LIFE Scholarship; Wad-
dell Scholarship*
• Mischa Dominguez – Paul and Mari-
an Krebs Memorial Scholarship*

Northridge High School:
• Braedan Crawford – Mory Family 
Scholarship

Prairie Heights High School:
• Ava Kidd – Partners In Education 
Scholarship; Perkins Scholarship; Prai-
rie Heights Scholarship; Elizabeth Wol-

heter; Prairie Heights Scholarship
• Maddison Certain – Prairie Heights 
Scholarship
• Nevaeh Orr – Ignite Your Future Schol-
arship*; Prairie Heights Scholarship
• Peyton Gibson – Prairie Heights 
Scholarship

Westview Jr-Sr High School:
• Bentley Ryall – J.O. Mory Family 
Scholarship; Joseph J. Willard Memo-
rial Scholarship; Lambright Leadership 
Scholarship*; Lyle Smith Scholarship; 
Farmwald Scholarship*; Melvin and 
Marjorie Bricker Memorial Scholarship
• Breann Cory – Allread-Rife Family 
Scholarship; Jean Seagly Crouse Me-
morial Scholarship
• Brett Springer – Kerry Wilt-Spradlin 
Memorial Scholarship; Rheinheimer 
Scholarship*
• Briana Kaufman - Allread-Rife Fam-
ily Scholarship; Keith and Arline Da-
vis Memorial Scholarship; Lambright 
Leadership Scholarship*; Farmwald 
Scholarship*
• Brina Williams – Eldon Hostetler 
Family Scholarship*; GO Shine Like 
Gwen Memorial Scholarship
• Janissa Lehman – LaGrange County 
Farm Bureau Co-Op Scholarship
• Jordynn Wasson – Morgan Hunter 
Memorial Scholarship
• Kaden Grau – Ignite Your Future 
Scholarship*; James F. Kalb Memorial 
Scholarship
• Madison Grossman – Rheinheimer 
Scholarship*
• Miley Mast – Ned Stump Memorial 
Scholarship; Schlemmer Scholarship
• Myra Miller – Lambright Leadership 
Scholarship*
• Taylor Bryan – Virgil & Florence 
Hardin Memorial 

* denotes renewable scholarship

Th e LaGrange County Community 
Foundation is now accepting applica-
tions for its Community Impact Grants 
program, off ering funding opportuni-
ties for nonprofi t organizations work-
ing to improve the quality of life for 
LaGrange County residents.  

Community Impact Grants support 
projects and programs that address lo-
cal needs, create opportunities, and 
strengthen communities throughout 
the county. Funding is made possible 
through the generosity of donors who 
contribute to the Community Founda-
tion’s unrestricted and fi eld-of-interest 
funds, allowing the Community Foun-
dation to respond to emerging needs 
and promising ideas.

Two grant cycles remain in 2026, 
with application deadlines of June 26 
and September 25. In 2025, the Com-
munity Foundation awarded $165,000 

through its Community Impact Grants 
Program to support impactful nonprof-
it initiatives across LaGrange County. 

Th e Community Foundation wel-
comes applications from nonprofi t or-
ganizations serving LaGrange County 
residents and encourages proposals 
that are innovative, collaborative, and 
responsive to community needs. Proj-
ects may focus on arts and culture, 
recreation, health and human services, 
community development, education, or 
the environment. 

“Th ese grants help bring impact-
ful ideas to life,” said Octavia Yoder, 
Executive Director. “Whether it’s ex-
panding educational opportunities, 
enhancing public spaces, or addressing 
critical community needs, we’re proud 
to invest in nonprofi ts that are making 
LaGrange County a stronger, more vi-
brant place to live.”

“If your organization sees a com-
munity need and has an idea for ad-
dressing it, we encourage you to start a 
conversation with us,” Yoder added.

Grant awards typically range from 
$5,000 to $25,000, though funding 
amounts are based on project need, 
scope and potential impact. 

Organizations that are consider-
ing applying – even if they are unsure 
whether their project is a fi t – are en-
couraged to reach out to before submit-
ting an application. Leanna Martin, 
Program Director, is available to dis-
cuss project ideas, answer questions, 
and help organizations navigate the 
application process. First-time appli-
cants are welcome. 

For grant guidelines, eligibility 
requirements, and application ma-
terials, visit lccf.net/community-im-
pact-grants.  

Funding Available for Nonprofi t Projects & Programs 
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• Brett Springer – Kerry Wilt-Spradlin 
Memorial Scholarship; Rheinheimer 
Scholarship*
• Briana Kaufman - Allread-Rife Fam-
ily Scholarship; Keith and Arline Da-
vis Memorial Scholarship; Lambright 
Leadership Scholarship*; Farmwald 
Scholarship*
• Brina Williams – Eldon Hostetler 
Family Scholarship*; GO Shine Like 
Gwen Memorial Scholarship
• Janissa Lehman – LaGrange County 
Farm Bureau Co-Op Scholarship
• Jordynn Wasson – Morgan Hunter 
Memorial Scholarship
• Kaden Grau – Ignite Your Future 
Scholarship*; James F. Kalb Memorial 
Scholarship
• Madison Grossman – Rheinheimer 
Scholarship*
• Miley Mast – Ned Stump Memorial 
Scholarship; Schlemmer Scholarship
• Myra Miller – Lambright Leadership 
Scholarship*
• Taylor Bryan – Virgil & Florence 
Hardin Memorial 

* denotes renewable scholarship

Th e LaGrange County Community 
Foundation is now accepting applica-
tions for its Community Impact Grants 
program, off ering funding opportuni-
ties for nonprofi t organizations work-
ing to improve the quality of life for 
LaGrange County residents.  

Community Impact Grants support 
projects and programs that address lo-
cal needs, create opportunities, and 
strengthen communities throughout 
the county. Funding is made possible 
through the generosity of donors who 
contribute to the Community Founda-
tion’s unrestricted and fi eld-of-interest 
funds, allowing the Community Foun-
dation to respond to emerging needs 
and promising ideas.

Two grant cycles remain in 2026, 
with application deadlines of June 26 
and September 25. In 2025, the Com-
munity Foundation awarded $165,000 

through its Community Impact Grants 
Program to support impactful nonprof-
it initiatives across LaGrange County. 

Th e Community Foundation wel-
comes applications from nonprofi t or-
ganizations serving LaGrange County 
residents and encourages proposals 
that are innovative, collaborative, and 
responsive to community needs. Proj-
ects may focus on arts and culture, 
recreation, health and human services, 
community development, education, or 
the environment. 

“Th ese grants help bring impact-
ful ideas to life,” said Octavia Yoder, 
Executive Director. “Whether it’s ex-
panding educational opportunities, 
enhancing public spaces, or addressing 
critical community needs, we’re proud 
to invest in nonprofi ts that are making 
LaGrange County a stronger, more vi-
brant place to live.”

“If your organization sees a com-
munity need and has an idea for ad-
dressing it, we encourage you to start a 
conversation with us,” Yoder added.

Grant awards typically range from 
$5,000 to $25,000, though funding 
amounts are based on project need, 
scope and potential impact. 

Organizations that are consider-
ing applying – even if they are unsure 
whether their project is a fi t – are en-
couraged to reach out to before submit-
ting an application. Leanna Martin, 
Program Director, is available to dis-
cuss project ideas, answer questions, 
and help organizations navigate the 
application process. First-time appli-
cants are welcome. 

For grant guidelines, eligibility 
requirements, and application ma-
terials, visit lccf.net/community-im-
pact-grants.  

Funding Available for Nonprofi t Projects & Programs 

2025 SAVE & MOW SALE DAYS
Celebrating 40 Years of Mowing!

Feb 1st - May 31st

CountryClipper.com

Up to $1,000 Off*

Flip in less than 
60 seconds 
with no tools!

• Joystick Steering Control or
Twin Lever Steering Options

• ContourDTSTM (Deck Tracking System)

for exceptional comfort,
traction and quality of cut

• Stand-Up Deck for ease of
maintenance (standard on all models)

Flip in less than Flip in less than 
60 seconds 60 seconds 

Dealers Near You

*Pricing subject to change without notice. “Save & Mow Sale Days” promotional event discounts valid on the purchase of a new Country Clipper Zero Turn Mower beginning February 1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2025. 
Discounts may vary by model and participating dealer. Program applies to in stock inventory only. May not be combined with any other o� er. Discounts shown in US Dollars. See dealer for full details.

574-533-7900
Casey’s Erosion & Seed Solutions
18029 CR 22
Goshen, IN 46528

5200 S. SR 5
Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-3228
Fry’s Repair Shop

Up to $1,000 Off*Up to $1,000 Off*

(Deck Tracking System)
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Dan Fry & sons • 260-593-3228
5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • Monday-Friday 8-4; Saturday 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  Financing 
Options

Available

Pick Up
& 

Delivery

Pleasing You Pleases Us!Pleasing You Pleases Us!

Feb 1st-July 31st

We will be 
closed from 

June 29-July 6, 
open July 7

17The Hometown Treasure · July ‘26



July
  Kids Club

Birthdays

 1 Damon Grant

 2 Daniel Lancour, Landis 
Miller, Jack Minshull

 3 Benjamin Mast

 4 Brooklyn Miller, Audrey 
Troyer

 5 Weston Miller

 6 Eric Riehl, Adrianna Wingard

 7 Salia Bontrager, Ethan Mast, 
Evan Mast, Austin Miller, 
Meghan Otto

 8 Averie Brandenberger, Rachel 
Helmuth, Allison Miller, 
Angelyn Miller, Michelle 
Yoder

 9 Kayla Miller, Harmony 
Starrett

 10 Micah Whetstone

 11 Leila Fry, Leila Mast, Samuel 
Ruiz Gonzalez, Colleen 
Whetstone

 12 Amy Miller

 13  Benjamin Bontrager, Zachary 
Detweiler, Jeremy Troyer

 14 Nicholas Bontrager, Madix 
Collyer, Lanae Hochstetler, 
Austin Hostetler, Blake Lard, 
Hayden Lard, Nicole Miller

  15 Zen Castaneda, Jameson 
Keim, Molly Lehman, 
Adrienne Miller, Nikola 
Williams, Olivia Yankosky

 16 Sariah Detweiler, Alex Miller, 
Jenna Schrock, Mason Sweet 

 17 Andrew Gibson, Mariah 
Lehman, Harper Viers, 
Corben Yoder

Home of the 
Warriors

    
Th is p

age made possible by

    
Th is p

age made possible by

Westview Jr./Sr. High   

Westview FFA members competed 
in the State FFA Small Engines Career 
Development Event on Friday, April 24. 
Th e contest brought together partici-
pants from across the state of Indiana 
to demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills in small engine technology.

Representing Westview, Aar-
on Williams and Keegan Norburg 
earned a 14th-place fi nish at the state 
competition.

Th e Small Engines CDE consists 

of several challenging components, 
including a written examination, tool 
and parts identifi cation, multiple skill 
practicums, engine specifi cation anal-
ysis, a customer service scenario, and 
a timed small engine teardown and re-
build completed within one hour and 
fi fteen minutes.

Congratulations to Aaron and Kee-
gan on representing Westview FFA at 
the state level and showcasing their 
hard work and dedication! 

FFA Small Engine State Championship

Westview Jr.-Sr. High School Information

Photo submitted

7th Grade Orientation
Westview Jr. Sr. High School will 

be hosting 7th grade orientation on 
Monday, August 3rd. Doors will open 
at 6:00 p.m with the event starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Wilson Auditorium. Please come 
in through Door 19 (south parking 
lot).

Registration for grades 8-12 will 
be the following dates/times:

•  Tuesday, August 4th, from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

•  Wednesday, August 5th, from 
11:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.

•  Th ursday, August 6th, from 8:00 
a.m to 3:00 p.m.

2026-2027 School 
Information

Th e fi rst day of school for all stu-
dents will be Tuesday, August 11th, 
starting at 8:10 a.m. Students will 
report to assigned rooms where they 
will receive their schedules, student 
handbooks, and other pertinent 
information.

School picture day for Westview 
Jr.-Sr. High School this year will be 
Th ursday, August 20th. 

  Kids Club

Birthdays

 18 Letty Bontrager, Brent 
Yoder, Rylan Yoder

 19 Jackson Byers, Kate 
Engle, Braelee Miles, Jesse 
Mishler

 20 Remington Craig, Ellie 
Giles, Samuel Reff ett, 
Carson Slabach, Wyatt 
Steider

 21 Willow Chupp, Makiah 
Lambright, Edison Martin

 22 Eric Bontrager, Lucas 
Miller, Carson Yoder

 23 Kaiser Bontrager, RyLynn 
Matney, Devon Miller

 24 Madelyn England, Justus 
Ponce Marin, Allison 
Stutzman

 25 Josh Lambright, Elijah 
Miller, Abigail Yoder

 26 Malani Herschberger, 
Easton Miller, Jackson 
Sivits 

 27 Matteo Guevara, Kylan 
Hershberger, Constance 
Killian, Isaac Raber, Joshua 
Riehl, Beckett Troxel, 
Bayzli Turner, Hunter 
Yoder

 28 Josiah Jones, Sytenyan 
Sornross, Leanna Th acker

 29 Zhavia Gillian, Annalise 
Hershberger, Lexiss Mast, 
Kevin Miller, Sirena 
Rupert, Bennett Turner

 30 Brayden Bontrager, 
Zachary Miller

 31 Glendon Miller

ADVENTURE RV
Your local shop for 

RV Service and Upgrades. 

Our goal is to 
provide exceptional service

 in a timely fashion.

615 N Van Buren St, Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-336-0540

aaron@adventure-rv.net

Rentals Service
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7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., � urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS INSURANCE

574.825.5458
WWW.HUMMELGRP.COM

13489 County Road 16
Middlebury, IN 46540

Indiana / Michigan Pesticide Applicator

260-499-0132

FREEFREE
ESTIMATES!ESTIMATES!

ResidentialResidential
andand

CommercialCommercial

Weed Control 
Insect Control

Lawn Fertilization 
Tree & Shrub Programs

Lawn Core Aeration
Perimeter Home Insect Control

Dr. Troy Springer
Dr. Shellie Godina

574-642-4449
www.SpringerDentalCare.com

 422 N Benton St., 
Millersburg, IN 46543

Accepting New Patients
No Insurance? No Problem!

Call Us Today!

New Hours!

Miller’s 
Electrical

Services
Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558
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Meadowview Elementary School 
would like to acknowledge the follow-
ing students of the 2025-2026 school 
year for their academic achievements 

and outstanding citizenship. Th ey are 
leaders in the classroom and show our 
core values of being safe, respectful, 
responsible, and kind. Each classroom 

awards one boy and one girl for the 
Meadowview Citizenship award. 

End of the Year Awards

Potawatomi Zoo 
Field Trip

Front Row (left to right): Elijah Otto, Shawn Miller, Lydia Miller, Kelsey 
Slabach, Derek Miller, CJ Hershberger. Middle Row: Eden Otto, Amanda 
Bontrager, Weston Stutzman, Cyrus Miller, Kara Troyer, Adrianna Wingard, 
Ash Hadula, Kyla � ompson. Back Row: Lincoln Yutzy, Lincoln Slabach, 
Heidi Borntreger, Audrey Bontrager, � eodore Frey, Jenna Yoder.

Front Row (left to right): Anakin Bower, Sheila Miller, Alayna Bontrager, 
Seth Miller, Maria Bontrager, Easton Lambright, Aerie Gongwer, Caleb Yoder. 
Second Row: Gracelyn Wingard, Austin Miller, Andraya Detweiler, Kenton 
Slabach, Malinda Bontrager, Timothy Yoder, Brionna Yutzy, Kenlin Miller. 

Second graders had a fun last few 
weeks of school. Th ey enjoyed visiting 
the Potawatomi Zoo while seeing all 
the diff erent animals. Th e train ride 
throughout the zoo was a highlight of 
the day. Th e annual school carnival is 
always a great time and we thank our 
PTO for their hard work that goes into 
this day. 

All photos submitted

Meadowview Elementary   
Home of the 

Mustangs

Th 
is 

page made possible by theTh 
is 

page made possible by the

School
Corporation
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Th 
is 

page made possible by theTh 
is 

page made possible by the

School
Corporation

A few years ago we started our own 
legacy walk with our fourth graders.  
Th e pictures are from this legacy walk.  
We wish all our fourth graders the best! 

Fourth Grade 
Legacy Walk

Last Day of 
School

Here are some pictures from the 
last day of school.  Students enjoyed our 
annual cookout for lunch which includ-
ed grilled hot dogs, veggies, chips, and 
an ice cream treat. 

All photos submitted

Shipshe-Scott Elementary
Home of 

the Scotties

Th 
is 

page made possible by theTh 
is 

page made possible by the

School
Corporation
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Join us every Tuesday at 3:00 
June 9th - August 4 at TES Park!

Bookmobile visits every other week!

Popsicles provided by TES PTO!

Tuesdays at TES!

Each week a different staff member will
share a favorite read aloud!

Tuesdays on the Playground! Look-
ing for a fun, free summer activity for 
the kids? “Tuesdays at TES” offi  cially 
kicked off  this past Tuesday, June 9th! 
Join Topeka Elementary School staff  on 
the school playground every Tuesday 
through August 4th. Kids can gather to 
listen to great books read aloud by their 
favorite staff  members and enjoy a cool 
popsicle. Plus, the bookmobile will be 
stopping by every other week! Come for 
the stories, stay for the treats. 

Summer Fun 
at TES

Topeka Elementary   Home of 
the Bears

Th 
is 

page made possible by theTh 
is 

page made possible by the

School
Corporation

End of the Year
Th e end of the year is always bittersweet.  We all are ex-

cited about summer, but it is hard to say goodbye!  We had 
lots of fun and celebrating of an amazing 2025-2026 school 
year! 

All photos submitted
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Westview Elementary honored the 
4th quarter Outstanding Citizens.  

Back row: Jason Schrock (6I), Heidi 
Miller (6D), Nora Yoder (6A), Ava Bon-
trager (6G), Gage Miller (6B), Navaeh 
Norris (6C), Preslee Rahn (6H)

Front row: Adrian Troyer (5E), 
Landon Schlabach (5G), Kohler Yoder 
(5B), Brent Troyer (5H), Jayonna Wing-
ard (5D), Kylee Hostetler (5A), Jada 
Nissley (5C)

Not pictured: Daria Herr (5F) 

Fourth Quarter Outstanding Citizens

Perfect 
Attendance 

Gifts
Four students out of 25 who had 

perfect attendance this school year 
were drawn to receive a monetary gift 
from the PTO. Th ere were 10 fi fth grad-
ers and 15 sixth graders. Th ey are: Nich-
olas Bontrager (Topeka), Jada Nissley 
(Topeka), Bryan Lehman (Shipshewa-
na) and Julie Yoder (Shipshewana).

Two students who had at least 95% 
attendance were drawn for a mone-
tary gift from the PTO. Th ey are: Lin-
coln Miller (Shipshewana) and  Elena 
Bostain (Middlebury). 

Th is Media Center Award is giv-
en to the top reader(s) in the fi fth and 
sixth grades who participated in the In-
diana Young Hoosier Book Program for 
this school year.

Fifth Graders – Benjamin Schla-
bach & Jethro Otto

Sixth Grader – Michelle Yoder 

Samuel 
L. Miller 

Excellence 
in Reading 

Award

Nathan Martin, Wolcottville won 
the Roger Brenneman Math Award.  
Mr. Brenneman retired from Westview 
School Corporation after 36 years of 
dedicated teaching.    He exemplifi ed ex-
cellence in his teaching. 

Roger 
Brenneman 
Math Award

Th 
is 

page made possible by theTh 
is 

page made possible by the

Westview Elementary   
Home of 

the Warriors

School
Corporation
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Westview Elementary honored 
their 2025-2026 Outstanding Citizens 
of the Year.

Ellie Fry (5E), Landry Miller (5H), 
Bryan Lehman (6A), Andrea Barkman 
(6B). 

2025-2026 Outstanding Citizens of the Year

All photos submitted

Home of the 
Warriors

    
Th is p

age made possible by

    
Th is p
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Westview Jr./Sr. High   

Westview FFA members competed 
in the State FFA Small Engines Career 
Development Event on Friday, April 24. 
Th e contest brought together partici-
pants from across the state of Indiana 
to demonstrate their knowledge and 
skills in small engine technology.

Representing Westview, Aar-
on Williams and Keegan Norburg 
earned a 14th-place fi nish at the state 
competition.

Th e Small Engines CDE consists 

of several challenging components, 
including a written examination, tool 
and parts identifi cation, multiple skill 
practicums, engine specifi cation anal-
ysis, a customer service scenario, and 
a timed small engine teardown and re-
build completed within one hour and 
fi fteen minutes.

Congratulations to Aaron and Kee-
gan on representing Westview FFA at 
the state level and showcasing their 
hard work and dedication! 

FFA Small Engine State Championship

Westview Jr.-Sr. High School Information

Photo submitted

7th Grade Orientation
Westview Jr. Sr. High School will 

be hosting 7th grade orientation on 
Monday, August 3rd. Doors will open 
at 6:00 p.m with the event starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
the Wilson Auditorium. Please come 
in through Door 19 (south parking 
lot).

Registration for grades 8-12 will 
be the following dates/times:

•  Tuesday, August 4th, from 8:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

•  Wednesday, August 5th, from 
11:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m.

•  Th ursday, August 6th, from 8:00 
a.m to 3:00 p.m.

2026-2027 School 
Information

Th e fi rst day of school for all stu-
dents will be Tuesday, August 11th, 
starting at 8:10 a.m. Students will 
report to assigned rooms where they 
will receive their schedules, student 
handbooks, and other pertinent 
information.

School picture day for Westview 
Jr.-Sr. High School this year will be 
Th ursday, August 20th. 
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Nature’s Rite

Replace your  
restless nights with
Sleep Breathing SupportTM

You can stop sleep breathing 
disruptions and restless legs 
tonight.

Crafted with a bouquet of natural herbs.

Lobelia, used in small doses, can 
increase the level of respiration. Because 
the lobelia causes you to breathe more 
deeply and steadily, it keeps the whole 
disruptive cycle from even beginning.

Thyme improves the ability of the lungs 
to exchange carbon dioxide for oxygen 
and makes an excellent contribution to 
maintaining sufficient respiratory 
amplitude.

Chamomile aids the subject in relaxing.

Cramp Bark helps the upper trapezius 
muscles to loosen.

Hi, I’m Steve Frank.

I have sleep-breathing disruptions at 
night. I spent years researching the 
condition and understanding the true 
cause. After many years, and with my 
knowledge of herbs, I found an amazing 
combination that supports deep, steady 
breathing all night long. This patented 
blend works great for nighttime 
sleep-breathing disruptions commonly 
associated with aging. I haven’t worn any 
mask or tubes in years, and I sleep great. 
I hope you can too.
As it turns out, I also dealt with 
occasional restless legs. So I created a 
blend of herbs traditionally used to help 
relax nerves, ease tension, and support 
circulation. It worked well for her—and I 
later found it could also support those 
experiencing restless legs.
I personally use Sleep 
Breathing Support™ before 
bed each night, and I keep 
Leg Relaxer™ on my 
nightstand.
Sweet Dreams.

“I am well pleased 
with the Sleep 
Breathing Support. 
The nice part is I 
no longer have to 
use a CPAP 
machine. I am machine. I am 
refreshed, 
rested and 
ready to go 
when I 
wake up.” 
Elva Chupp

Sleep related breathing disruptions ruin 
the sleep of an estimated 25 million 
Americans on a regular basis. Since sleep 
disruptions can disturb sleep without 
completely awakening the subject, there 
are likely millions more undiagnosed 
sufferers. The condition prevents the 
sleeper from entering rapid eye movement 
(REM) and delta sleep— causing them to 
become anxious, cantankerous and tired 
during the day. Additionally, due to the 
nature of the condition, it causes blood 
oxygen levels to be lower than normal for 
very prolonged periods of time. This is 
damaging to the brain and heart in 
particular.particular.

Treatment options can include weight loss, 
nasal decongestants, surgery, and oral 
appliances. Devices, such as a continuous 
positive airway pressure (CPAP) machine, 
are commonly used for moderate and 
severe sleep breathing disruptions. A CPAP 
device is a forced air mask, worn during 
sleep that ensures proper inhalation. sleep that ensures proper inhalation. 

Experience has shown that 60 percent of 
patients are not able to tolerate the 
equipment and ultimately discontinue 
using it. Others develop respiratory 
infections from the mask. 
Sleep Breathing Support™ was designed to Sleep Breathing Support™ was designed to 
do what the above solutions can’t address 
the real cause of the condition.

THE CAUSE
When we enter stage two sleep in 
preparation for REM sleep, where dreaming 
occurs, muscular activity is inhibited. It is 
called “reduction of muscle tonus.” This is a 
function that occurs primarily to keep the 
dreamer from physically acting out the 
movements of his or her dreams. 

It is accomplished by suppressing the flow 
of signals from the brain along the spinal 
cord. Unfortunately, in those who struggle 
with sleep breathing disruptions, the 
reduction  in muscle tonus allows the soft 
palate to sag and the signal from the brain 
to the diaphragm that keeps you breathing 
gets inadvertently reduced in strength.gets inadvertently reduced in strength.

The result of this is that upon entering stage 
two sleep, the breathing becomes 
shallower, the blood oxygen level drops and 
the carbon dioxide level rises until the brain 
intervenes and causes the body to make a 
large and immediate inhalation. This causes 
a large pressure differential in the pharynx 
and literally sucks the sagging soft palate 
into the airway. This obstructs the flow and 
causes a loud snort,  partially or fully 
awakening the subject.

THE SOLUTION
So you see, the problem is not the sagging 
soft palate. The problem is not the rapid 
inhalation that sucks your soft palate into 
the airway. The problem is the reduced 
ability of the signal from your brain to 
produce sufficient breathing amplitude 
from your diaphragm. The appropriate 
intervention is to enhance the ability of the 
brain to communicate with the diaphragm 
so that you breathe deeply and steadily 
throughout the night. That is exactly what 
the combination of herbs in Sleep 
Breathing  SupportTM  is intended to do.

US 9,226,944 B2

CRAFTED IN THE USA AND BACKED BY OUR 
30-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.
*Applies to the first bottle of any product.

If you want to know whether they will work for 
you, then you have to try them.

READY TO ORDER? 
Call us today at (800) 991-7088.
Pay by credit card, or electronic check for US orders only.
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES: (941) 500-3101. Request your FREE product catalog.
Nature’s Rite - 8126 Uzita Dr. Sarasota, FL. 34240.
www.mynaturesrite.com

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
Enjoy 20% OFF Featured 

Products + FREE SHIPPING on 
orders over $50. Just mention 

you saw us in 
The Hometown Treasure  

when you call.

30 Capsules $45.99 $36.79

Best-Selling 
Product

Patented 
Formula 

When was the last time you truly slept well?
Calm overactive nerves, restless legs, and nighttime leg cramps 
with Leg Relaxer™.
No mess. No menthol scent. No harsh chemicals.

Enjoy more comfortable nights and deeper, more restful 
sleep, night after night. $19.99 $15.99
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Honor R oll Quarter 4

Grade 
7

Taiba Aldhuraibi, Mallory Antal, 
James Bailey, Alicia Bontrager, 
David Bontrager, Micaiah 

Bontrager, Travis Bontrager, Paisley 
Brandenberger, Alex Detweiler, Ethan 
Eash, Emmalyn England, Adrian Frey, 
Jalayna Fry, Wilma Fry, Archer Geigley, 
Aubrie Gibson, Finley Gingerich, Miles 
Glassman, Curtis Graber, Mason 
Grossman, Abigail Hershberger, Kinley 
Hershberger, Kyle Hershberger, Ava 
Hochstetler, Derek Hochstetler, Kari 
Hochstetler, Tarah Hochstetler, Jesse 
Hostetler, Jessica Hostetler, Layla 
Hostetler, Zachariah Jones, Christina 
Killian, Brinley Kraft, Addison 
Lambright, James Lambright, Jaylin 
Lehman, Jennifer Lehman, Kaleb 
Liechty, Diaz Martinez, Erika Mast, 
Kenlin Mast, Kimberly Mast, Ryan Mast, 
Kate Mauck, Makynzee McLaughlin, 
Allison Miller, Austin Miller, Gavin 
Miller, Grace Miller, Hannah Miller, 
Heidi Miller, Janice Miller, Jason Miller, 
Jayna Miller, Jeryle Miller, Justin D 
Miller, Lyric Miller, Mariah N Miller, 
Nolan Miller, Serena Miller, Travis Miller, 
Katy Mishler, Zoey Moon, Landon 
Nissley, Saadia Omar, Emily Otto, Joshua 
Otto, Adelynn Raber, Obadiah Raber, 
Hannah Riehl, Ashlin Rockey, Abrar 
Saleh, Brynnley Scheuneman, Austin 
Schrock, Daniel Schrock, Angie Slabach, 
Kirsten Slabach, Rylan Spencer, Weslee 

High Honor Roll (3.5 or above)
Westview Jr-Sr High School, 2025-2026 Quarter 4
In addition to the GPA requirements for Honor Roll, students must be enrolled in at least 
5 credit hours and have no grades lower than a C-

Steider, Mia Stemm, Ida Stutzman, 
Hannah Troyer, Jana Troyer, Jorden 
Troyer, Ryleigh Weimer, Javon 
Whetstone, Ava Wingard, Jace Wingard, 
Trentlyn Wingard, Tyler Wingard, Grace 
Yater, Austin Yoder, Ava Yoder, Bryce 
Yoder, Daimon Yoder, Darin Yoder, 
Graison Yoder, Logan Yoder, Lynsey 
Yoder, Reese Yoder, Tyler Yoder, Tyson 
Yoder, Willard Yoder, Zienna Yoder, 
Nicolas Yutzy

Grade 
8

Adam Alamari, Trinity Antal, 
Alyssa Barkman, Adrian 
Bontrager, Coltin Bontrager, Dale 

Bontrager, Heidi Bontrager, Janie 
Bontrager, Jayna Bontrager, Jerel 
Bontrager, Kalyn Bontrager, Kathlyn 
Bontrager, Kayla Bontrager, Leon 
Bontrager, Mercy Buckley, Janessa 
Caldwell, Marissa Childers, Claire 
Coleman, Jayni Drake, Chandler Engle, 
Erin Frey, Darin Fry, Kaitlyn Fry, Keturah 
Fry, Abigail Hershberger, Marshal 
Houser, Dominick Krantz, JulieAnna 
Kuhns, Damon Lambright, Kendall 
Lambright, Kevin Lehman, Michael 
Manns, Tyler Mast, Valentina Mendoza, 
Cash Miller, Curtis Miller, Dena Miller, 
Hailey Miller, Jacob Miller, Jennifer 
Miller, Justin C Miller, Katy Miller, 
Kenlin Miller, Landon Miller, Maci Miller, 
Mariah K Miller, Marsha Miller, Sammy 
Miller, Toby Miller, Beckham Misner, 
Erikson Mullet, Alexandria Olweean, 
Anthony Otto, Brigham Rahn, Kendyl 
Reinhold, Kierra Roose, Declan Ryall, 

Dena Schlabach, Aleya Schrock, Micah 
Schrock, Cindy Schwartz, Kayla Schwartz, 
Drayden Slabach, Isla Slabach, Jaden 
Slabach, Amber Stoltzfus, Hallie Stults, 
Alex Stutzman, Brooklyn Stutzman, 
Kennedy Stutzman, Heather Troyer, 
Joshua Troyer, Lisa Troyer, Trenton 
Vilardo, Julian Warrener, JuLayne 
Whetstone, Caleb Wingard, Kellan 
Winquist, Nasser Yahya, Amy Yoder, 
Ashby Yoder, Carson Yoder, Hadley Yoder, 
Heidi Yoder, James Yoder, Jessica Yoder, 
Juliana Yoder, Melody Yoder, Miles Yoder, 
Aubrey Young

Grade 
9

Ibrahim Algaradi, Tyrone Baccol, 
Brynn Bontrager, Sara Bontrager, 
Hope Brandenberger, Chloe 

Briggs, Avery Christner, Jaxon Christner, 
Noah Cleveland, Charlie Double, Avionna 
Duke, Ellianna England, Madalyn 
Everage, Brodee Freiwald, Breanna 
Garrett, Tenley Groves, Addison 
Hershberger, Blake Hostetler, Keera 
Hostetler, Hannah Jasso, Lucas 
Lambright, Katelyn Martin, Kylie Mast, 
Kylin Meadows, Destiny Mercer, Kameron 
Meyers, Caydon Miller, Josiah Miller, 
Logan Miller, Kaydence Mosher, Kandice 
Parker, Lacey Ramey, Christopher 
Rauguth, Jorge Rimola, Evan Roth, Asher 
Sandquist, Lyndora Schrock, Makayla 
Slabach, Faith Stump, Janessa Stutzman, 
Lucas Swanson, Tori Taylor, Serenity 
Tennant, Chloe Turner, Shaff er Weaver, 
Bryce Yoder, Grady Yoder, Olivia Yoder

Grade 
10

Zakaria Algaradi, Hamzh 
Aljulowb, Baylor Atra, Makenna 
Bender, Laban Bontrager, Laine 

Bortner, Tyler Brewer, Liam Brill, Jaylynn 
Brown, Cyota Ferrera, Cooper Fry, Mila 

Home of the 
Warriors

    
Th is p
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Th is p

age made possible by

Westview Jr./Sr. High   

Geyer, Morgan Grossman, Remington 
Helmuth, Alayah Hostetler, Elizabeth 
Lehmer, AJ Martin, Maggie Mast, Mari 
Jo Mast, Jada Mauck, Paige McDonald, 
Adison Miller, Brendan Miller, Madilyn 
Miller, Saul Moreno, Shelby Mullett, 
Kaylee Nuzum, Fisher Oakley, Gavin 
Rainsberger, Kya Roose, Josie Ryall, 
Emma Stinnett, Tyler Stutzman, Lex 
Th ompson, Merrill Warrener, Rylee 
Watson, Elijah Watts, Kaitlyn Weimer, 
Hudson Yoder, Janae Yoder, Karla Yoder, 
Madalyn Yoder

Grade 
11

Ibrahem Alrasheed, Eva Bates, 
Evan Beechy, Karleen Bender, 
Lexy Bennett, Matthew Bibbee, 

Kayla Bontrager, Memphis Bontrager, 

Grade 
7

Landon Beachy, Lillian Bechtel, 

Lydia Bloom, Joanie Bontrager, 

Justin Bontrager, Landon 

Bontrager, Raigen Bryant, James 

Cummins, Kaleb Cupp, Reagan Diehl, 

James Fender, Dakota Garl, Jude 

Gingerich, Salena Gingerich, Jasmine 

Graber, Terra Harlow, Karl Hershberger, 

Alayna Hochstetler, Kalaya Hostetler, 

Seth Lambright, Derrick Martin, Jacob 

Mast, Ronnie Mast, Xayne Mercer, Aiden 

Miller, Ethan Miller, Kadrian Miller, 

Treva Miller, Kole Moon, Jayna Otto, 

Sovanda Schrock, Dale Siples, Nolan 

Sprague, Hunter Szymanowski, Elijah 

Wingard, Obadiah Wingard, Andrew 

Yoder, Jamin Yoder

Regular Honor Roll (3.0-3.499)
Westview Jr-Sr High School, 2025-2026 Quarter 4
In addition to the GPA requirements for Honor Roll, students must be enrolled in at least 
5 credit hours and have no grades lower than a C-

Olivia Bontrager, Camryn Christner, 
Isaac Drake, Graci Engle, Ethan Fry, 
Landon Gingerich, Luke Haarer, 
Makenna Helman, Amanda Hershberger, 
Keegan Hershberger, Kaden Hostetler, 
Ibraheem Hussein, Addison Kauff man, 
Erica Lambright, Ashlyn Martin, Emilia 
Mendoza, Sage Mercer, Angela Miller, 
Gloria Miller, Janessa Miller, Peyton 
Miller, Lucas Mullet, Wyatt Murray, 
Keegan Norberg, Kaine Reinhold, Luke 
Stults, Carver Stump, Devyn Whetstone, 
Kendra White, Daniel Yoder, Pierce 
Yoder, Savannah Yoder

Grade 
12

Noriah Aldhuraibi, Broderick 
Barton, Kristen Bender, Lilyan 
Bennett, Katana Bibbee, Noah 

Bontrager, Taylor Bryan, Breann Cory, 
Chayenne Diaz, Hunter Egli, Makenna 
Feipel, Kaden Grau, Madison Grossman, 
Luke Hall, Kyleigh Hershberger, Ava 
Hostetler, Dakota Hubbard, Kaleb 
Iddings, Briana Kaufman, Hailey 
Lambright, Janell Lambright, Janissa 
Lehman, Jasmine Litton, Bailey Manns, 
Audri Martin, Lanita Mast, Miley Mast, 
Eden Mauck, Braxton Miller, Kaiden 
Miller, Katie Miller, Myra Miller, Samuel 
Miller, Becky Moore, Lilly Mullet, Wafa 
Omarouf, Corra Owens, Aaron Roth, 
Bentley Ryall, Kylie Singleton, Brett 
Springer, Lili Terrones, Jordynn Wasson, 
Jalayna Whetstone, Brina Williams, Alex 
Yoder, Dallas Yoder

Grade 
8

Jared Beechy, Calista Bollinger, 

Luke Bontrager, Harrison 

Bontreger, Cayden Coleman, Cody 

Hill, Andraya Lambright, Karl Lehman, 

Layla Lengacher, Mahweensa Marks, 

Austin Martin, Blake Miller, Sharon 

Miller, Rylan Minshull, Clayton Moon, 

Erik Moore, Avery Myers, Abdulla Omar, 

Anisah Omar, Genesis Perillo, Josiah 

Radcliff , Akhila Reed, Adriana Stutzman, 

Skylynn Weeden, Janae Yoder

Grade 
9

Mohamed Aljulowb, Winchester 

Altimus, Bryndle Bontrager, 

Katie Bontrager, Hadleigh 

Bontreger, Carter Cranor, Zayne Geigley, 

Spencer Lambright, Lance Mullet, Holden 

Rheinheimer, Ahmed Saleh, Cooper 

Schwartz, Tanner Singleton, Alisyn 

Tetzloff , Jakoby Whetstone

Grade 
10

Yousef Aljulowb, Julie Christman, 

Gavin Eicher, Mabel Fisk, Marcus 

Garrett, Payton Hargrove, 

Kimberly Linn, Bayli Smith, Alexandria 

Sweet, Mason Walz, Kasen Yoder

Grade 
11

Jillian Bontrager, Josie Eash, 

Rayna Jackson, Jacob McCoy, 

Ethan Miller, Austin Schlabach, 

Chris Terrones, Aaron Williams, Kloie 

Yoder, Marilyn Yoder

Grade 
12

Joshua Angeles, Aiden Norberg, 

Jayden Salisbury, Caiden Schrock, 

Austin Troyer, Kayla Yanke 
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Honor R oll Quarter 4

Grade 
7

Taiba Aldhuraibi, Mallory Antal, 
James Bailey, Alicia Bontrager, 
David Bontrager, Micaiah 

Bontrager, Travis Bontrager, Paisley 
Brandenberger, Alex Detweiler, Ethan 
Eash, Emmalyn England, Adrian Frey, 
Jalayna Fry, Wilma Fry, Archer Geigley, 
Aubrie Gibson, Finley Gingerich, Miles 
Glassman, Curtis Graber, Mason 
Grossman, Abigail Hershberger, Kinley 
Hershberger, Kyle Hershberger, Ava 
Hochstetler, Derek Hochstetler, Kari 
Hochstetler, Tarah Hochstetler, Jesse 
Hostetler, Jessica Hostetler, Layla 
Hostetler, Zachariah Jones, Christina 
Killian, Brinley Kraft, Addison 
Lambright, James Lambright, Jaylin 
Lehman, Jennifer Lehman, Kaleb 
Liechty, Diaz Martinez, Erika Mast, 
Kenlin Mast, Kimberly Mast, Ryan Mast, 
Kate Mauck, Makynzee McLaughlin, 
Allison Miller, Austin Miller, Gavin 
Miller, Grace Miller, Hannah Miller, 
Heidi Miller, Janice Miller, Jason Miller, 
Jayna Miller, Jeryle Miller, Justin D 
Miller, Lyric Miller, Mariah N Miller, 
Nolan Miller, Serena Miller, Travis Miller, 
Katy Mishler, Zoey Moon, Landon 
Nissley, Saadia Omar, Emily Otto, Joshua 
Otto, Adelynn Raber, Obadiah Raber, 
Hannah Riehl, Ashlin Rockey, Abrar 
Saleh, Brynnley Scheuneman, Austin 
Schrock, Daniel Schrock, Angie Slabach, 
Kirsten Slabach, Rylan Spencer, Weslee 

High Honor Roll (3.5 or above)
Westview Jr-Sr High School, 2025-2026 Quarter 4
In addition to the GPA requirements for Honor Roll, students must be enrolled in at least 
5 credit hours and have no grades lower than a C-

Steider, Mia Stemm, Ida Stutzman, 
Hannah Troyer, Jana Troyer, Jorden 
Troyer, Ryleigh Weimer, Javon 
Whetstone, Ava Wingard, Jace Wingard, 
Trentlyn Wingard, Tyler Wingard, Grace 
Yater, Austin Yoder, Ava Yoder, Bryce 
Yoder, Daimon Yoder, Darin Yoder, 
Graison Yoder, Logan Yoder, Lynsey 
Yoder, Reese Yoder, Tyler Yoder, Tyson 
Yoder, Willard Yoder, Zienna Yoder, 
Nicolas Yutzy

Grade 
8

Adam Alamari, Trinity Antal, 
Alyssa Barkman, Adrian 
Bontrager, Coltin Bontrager, Dale 

Bontrager, Heidi Bontrager, Janie 
Bontrager, Jayna Bontrager, Jerel 
Bontrager, Kalyn Bontrager, Kathlyn 
Bontrager, Kayla Bontrager, Leon 
Bontrager, Mercy Buckley, Janessa 
Caldwell, Marissa Childers, Claire 
Coleman, Jayni Drake, Chandler Engle, 
Erin Frey, Darin Fry, Kaitlyn Fry, Keturah 
Fry, Abigail Hershberger, Marshal 
Houser, Dominick Krantz, JulieAnna 
Kuhns, Damon Lambright, Kendall 
Lambright, Kevin Lehman, Michael 
Manns, Tyler Mast, Valentina Mendoza, 
Cash Miller, Curtis Miller, Dena Miller, 
Hailey Miller, Jacob Miller, Jennifer 
Miller, Justin C Miller, Katy Miller, 
Kenlin Miller, Landon Miller, Maci Miller, 
Mariah K Miller, Marsha Miller, Sammy 
Miller, Toby Miller, Beckham Misner, 
Erikson Mullet, Alexandria Olweean, 
Anthony Otto, Brigham Rahn, Kendyl 
Reinhold, Kierra Roose, Declan Ryall, 

Dena Schlabach, Aleya Schrock, Micah 
Schrock, Cindy Schwartz, Kayla Schwartz, 
Drayden Slabach, Isla Slabach, Jaden 
Slabach, Amber Stoltzfus, Hallie Stults, 
Alex Stutzman, Brooklyn Stutzman, 
Kennedy Stutzman, Heather Troyer, 
Joshua Troyer, Lisa Troyer, Trenton 
Vilardo, Julian Warrener, JuLayne 
Whetstone, Caleb Wingard, Kellan 
Winquist, Nasser Yahya, Amy Yoder, 
Ashby Yoder, Carson Yoder, Hadley Yoder, 
Heidi Yoder, James Yoder, Jessica Yoder, 
Juliana Yoder, Melody Yoder, Miles Yoder, 
Aubrey Young

Grade 
9

Ibrahim Algaradi, Tyrone Baccol, 
Brynn Bontrager, Sara Bontrager, 
Hope Brandenberger, Chloe 

Briggs, Avery Christner, Jaxon Christner, 
Noah Cleveland, Charlie Double, Avionna 
Duke, Ellianna England, Madalyn 
Everage, Brodee Freiwald, Breanna 
Garrett, Tenley Groves, Addison 
Hershberger, Blake Hostetler, Keera 
Hostetler, Hannah Jasso, Lucas 
Lambright, Katelyn Martin, Kylie Mast, 
Kylin Meadows, Destiny Mercer, Kameron 
Meyers, Caydon Miller, Josiah Miller, 
Logan Miller, Kaydence Mosher, Kandice 
Parker, Lacey Ramey, Christopher 
Rauguth, Jorge Rimola, Evan Roth, Asher 
Sandquist, Lyndora Schrock, Makayla 
Slabach, Faith Stump, Janessa Stutzman, 
Lucas Swanson, Tori Taylor, Serenity 
Tennant, Chloe Turner, Shaff er Weaver, 
Bryce Yoder, Grady Yoder, Olivia Yoder

Grade 
10

Zakaria Algaradi, Hamzh 
Aljulowb, Baylor Atra, Makenna 
Bender, Laban Bontrager, Laine 

Bortner, Tyler Brewer, Liam Brill, Jaylynn 
Brown, Cyota Ferrera, Cooper Fry, Mila 

Home of the 
Warriors

    
Th is p
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Th is p

age made possible by

Westview Jr./Sr. High   

Geyer, Morgan Grossman, Remington 
Helmuth, Alayah Hostetler, Elizabeth 
Lehmer, AJ Martin, Maggie Mast, Mari 
Jo Mast, Jada Mauck, Paige McDonald, 
Adison Miller, Brendan Miller, Madilyn 
Miller, Saul Moreno, Shelby Mullett, 
Kaylee Nuzum, Fisher Oakley, Gavin 
Rainsberger, Kya Roose, Josie Ryall, 
Emma Stinnett, Tyler Stutzman, Lex 
Th ompson, Merrill Warrener, Rylee 
Watson, Elijah Watts, Kaitlyn Weimer, 
Hudson Yoder, Janae Yoder, Karla Yoder, 
Madalyn Yoder

Grade 
11

Ibrahem Alrasheed, Eva Bates, 
Evan Beechy, Karleen Bender, 
Lexy Bennett, Matthew Bibbee, 

Kayla Bontrager, Memphis Bontrager, 

Grade 
7

Landon Beachy, Lillian Bechtel, 

Lydia Bloom, Joanie Bontrager, 

Justin Bontrager, Landon 

Bontrager, Raigen Bryant, James 

Cummins, Kaleb Cupp, Reagan Diehl, 

James Fender, Dakota Garl, Jude 

Gingerich, Salena Gingerich, Jasmine 

Graber, Terra Harlow, Karl Hershberger, 

Alayna Hochstetler, Kalaya Hostetler, 

Seth Lambright, Derrick Martin, Jacob 

Mast, Ronnie Mast, Xayne Mercer, Aiden 

Miller, Ethan Miller, Kadrian Miller, 

Treva Miller, Kole Moon, Jayna Otto, 

Sovanda Schrock, Dale Siples, Nolan 

Sprague, Hunter Szymanowski, Elijah 

Wingard, Obadiah Wingard, Andrew 

Yoder, Jamin Yoder

Regular Honor Roll (3.0-3.499)
Westview Jr-Sr High School, 2025-2026 Quarter 4
In addition to the GPA requirements for Honor Roll, students must be enrolled in at least 
5 credit hours and have no grades lower than a C-

Olivia Bontrager, Camryn Christner, 
Isaac Drake, Graci Engle, Ethan Fry, 
Landon Gingerich, Luke Haarer, 
Makenna Helman, Amanda Hershberger, 
Keegan Hershberger, Kaden Hostetler, 
Ibraheem Hussein, Addison Kauff man, 
Erica Lambright, Ashlyn Martin, Emilia 
Mendoza, Sage Mercer, Angela Miller, 
Gloria Miller, Janessa Miller, Peyton 
Miller, Lucas Mullet, Wyatt Murray, 
Keegan Norberg, Kaine Reinhold, Luke 
Stults, Carver Stump, Devyn Whetstone, 
Kendra White, Daniel Yoder, Pierce 
Yoder, Savannah Yoder

Grade 
12

Noriah Aldhuraibi, Broderick 
Barton, Kristen Bender, Lilyan 
Bennett, Katana Bibbee, Noah 

Bontrager, Taylor Bryan, Breann Cory, 
Chayenne Diaz, Hunter Egli, Makenna 
Feipel, Kaden Grau, Madison Grossman, 
Luke Hall, Kyleigh Hershberger, Ava 
Hostetler, Dakota Hubbard, Kaleb 
Iddings, Briana Kaufman, Hailey 
Lambright, Janell Lambright, Janissa 
Lehman, Jasmine Litton, Bailey Manns, 
Audri Martin, Lanita Mast, Miley Mast, 
Eden Mauck, Braxton Miller, Kaiden 
Miller, Katie Miller, Myra Miller, Samuel 
Miller, Becky Moore, Lilly Mullet, Wafa 
Omarouf, Corra Owens, Aaron Roth, 
Bentley Ryall, Kylie Singleton, Brett 
Springer, Lili Terrones, Jordynn Wasson, 
Jalayna Whetstone, Brina Williams, Alex 
Yoder, Dallas Yoder

Grade 
8

Jared Beechy, Calista Bollinger, 

Luke Bontrager, Harrison 

Bontreger, Cayden Coleman, Cody 

Hill, Andraya Lambright, Karl Lehman, 

Layla Lengacher, Mahweensa Marks, 

Austin Martin, Blake Miller, Sharon 

Miller, Rylan Minshull, Clayton Moon, 

Erik Moore, Avery Myers, Abdulla Omar, 

Anisah Omar, Genesis Perillo, Josiah 

Radcliff , Akhila Reed, Adriana Stutzman, 

Skylynn Weeden, Janae Yoder

Grade 
9

Mohamed Aljulowb, Winchester 

Altimus, Bryndle Bontrager, 

Katie Bontrager, Hadleigh 

Bontreger, Carter Cranor, Zayne Geigley, 

Spencer Lambright, Lance Mullet, Holden 

Rheinheimer, Ahmed Saleh, Cooper 

Schwartz, Tanner Singleton, Alisyn 

Tetzloff , Jakoby Whetstone

Grade 
10

Yousef Aljulowb, Julie Christman, 

Gavin Eicher, Mabel Fisk, Marcus 

Garrett, Payton Hargrove, 

Kimberly Linn, Bayli Smith, Alexandria 

Sweet, Mason Walz, Kasen Yoder

Grade 
11

Jillian Bontrager, Josie Eash, 

Rayna Jackson, Jacob McCoy, 

Ethan Miller, Austin Schlabach, 

Chris Terrones, Aaron Williams, Kloie 

Yoder, Marilyn Yoder

Grade 
12

Joshua Angeles, Aiden Norberg, 

Jayden Salisbury, Caiden Schrock, 

Austin Troyer, Kayla Yanke 
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BFirst.bank | 574.825.2166

Earn interest, get cash back!*

Open a Main Street Rewards  
Checking Account** Today.

*Excluding ATM Transactions. **$25 minimum deposit is required to open the account. Personal accounts only. Limit 
one account per tax identification number and two accounts per household. You must have a monthly direct deposit 
or automated clearing house (“ACH”) credit made to this account within 90 days of opening and enroll in electronic 
statements. All terms and conditions are subject to change at any time. Visit BFirst.bank for further account details.  

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Samantha W. 
Cunningham, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-8473

Colten Cripe, AAMS™
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

%
APY*

%
APY*

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/07/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC 
insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs 
sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Steve Weigel, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street 
Lagrange, IN 46761 
260-463-8473

3-month 6-month

4.10 4.55
9-month

4.75
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Steve Weigel, AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

206 South Detroit Street 
Lagrange, IN 46761 
260-463-8473

3-month 6-month

4.10 4.55
9-month

4.75

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
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Angie Gibson 
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South 
Ligonier, IN 46767 
260-894-9912

Angie Gibson
Financial Advisor

902 Lincolnway South
Ligonier, IN 46767
260-894-9912

Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5

• Available in 
multiple racks 
across the area
• Stay stocked 
no matter the 
day or location
• Be notifi ed 
when supply is 
running low

PO Box 70 
Shipshewana, IN 
260-768-7878
LaGwana.com

BROCHUREBROCHURE  
DistributionDistribution
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Photos contributed by Chance Varner Photography.
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As America celebrates her 250th 
Anniversary, it also causes us to think 
about the formation of our own county 
and the area that comprises the West-
view community.

What had originally been home to 
the peaceful Pottawatomie, LaGrange 
County was created in accordance with 
Indiana’s General Assembly act that 
was approved on February 3, 1932. Th e 
name LaGrange was chosen in honor of 
Revolutionary War hero Marquis de la 
Fayette’s home (Château de la Grange-
Bléneau) outside of Paris, France. It 
means, the farm.

Th e opening of “Th e Northwest 
Territory” triggered extensive west-
ward expansion. When the fi rst New 
England immigrants settled just west 
of what is now Howe in 1828, the area 
was home to one of the largest Indian 
settlements in all of the United States.   

Th e Illustrated Historical Atlas of 
LaGrange County Indiana, published 
1874 by Andreas & Baskin (page 11) 
provides a fascinating history. 

At the date of the fi rst settlement 
in the county the Pottawattomie In-
dians occupied this region, and their 
principal village was located where 
the Village of Lima now stands. It was 

A County Called 

LaGrange
By Harold D. Gingerich

one of the largest Indian towns in the 
country, extending for several miles 
along the Pigeon River, and contain-
ing from 1,500 to 2,000 people. Th e 
sandy loam of the beautiful Mongo-
quinong Prairie aff orded the Indians 
unusual facilities for the production 
of corn and what few vegetables they 
were familiar with, and it was no 
doubt a busy capital for the red men. 
Deep worn trails from all directions 

centered there; game was abundant, 
and its natural advantages made it 
one of the most important points in 
all the vast country of the Northwest.

Th e interpretation of “Mongo-
quinong” is said to be “Big Squaw 
Prairie,” but the Indian names are so 
little understood that it is extremely 
uncertain what the correct meaning 
in English may be, but one thing is 
tolerably certain, the Indian language 

All photos submitted
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240 N Morton St 

Shipshewana, IN 

260-768-3114 

Tues-Fri 10am-5pm 

Saturday 10am-3pm 

* Charcoal & Gas Grills 

*Charcoal & Pellets 

*Sauces & Seasonings 

*BBQ Grill Rentals 

*Event catering 

*Outdoor Kitchens 

*Olive Oils & Balsamics 

*BBQ Accessories 

*Wagyu Beef 

*Grill Repair 

*Cooking Classes 

*Cast Iron Items 

EGGFEST ’26  Friday Sept. 11th 4-7pm 

Family fun event tasting & talking BBQ with grill 
experts.  Appetizers, main dishes, and even desserts.   

*20% off Single Burn Units—SALES in store 
*Order by Sept 2nd    Want to cook?  Contact us ASAP to hold your spot. 
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As America celebrates her 250th 
Anniversary, it also causes us to think 
about the formation of our own county 
and the area that comprises the West-
view community.

What had originally been home to 
the peaceful Pottawatomie, LaGrange 
County was created in accordance with 
Indiana’s General Assembly act that 
was approved on February 3, 1932. Th e 
name LaGrange was chosen in honor of 
Revolutionary War hero Marquis de la 
Fayette’s home (Château de la Grange-
Bléneau) outside of Paris, France. It 
means, the farm.

Th e opening of “Th e Northwest 
Territory” triggered extensive west-
ward expansion. When the fi rst New 
England immigrants settled just west 
of what is now Howe in 1828, the area 
was home to one of the largest Indian 
settlements in all of the United States.   

Th e Illustrated Historical Atlas of 
LaGrange County Indiana, published 
1874 by Andreas & Baskin (page 11) 
provides a fascinating history. 

At the date of the fi rst settlement 
in the county the Pottawattomie In-
dians occupied this region, and their 
principal village was located where 
the Village of Lima now stands. It was 

A County Called 

LaGrange
By Harold D. Gingerich

one of the largest Indian towns in the 
country, extending for several miles 
along the Pigeon River, and contain-
ing from 1,500 to 2,000 people. Th e 
sandy loam of the beautiful Mongo-
quinong Prairie aff orded the Indians 
unusual facilities for the production 
of corn and what few vegetables they 
were familiar with, and it was no 
doubt a busy capital for the red men. 
Deep worn trails from all directions 

centered there; game was abundant, 
and its natural advantages made it 
one of the most important points in 
all the vast country of the Northwest.

Th e interpretation of “Mongo-
quinong” is said to be “Big Squaw 
Prairie,” but the Indian names are so 
little understood that it is extremely 
uncertain what the correct meaning 
in English may be, but one thing is 
tolerably certain, the Indian language 

All photos submitted
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was very signifi cant, and very proper 
name exceedingly appropriate, and 
no doubt this high sounding word had 
its characteristic application. 

From 1828 to 1832 the area saw 
a dramatic infl ux of settlers into what 
we know today as Lima, Springfi eld, 
and Van Buren townships. Many were 
descended from the Puritans. Th ey 
were part of a wave of New England 
settlers moving west into what was 
then the Northwest Territory follow-
ing the completion of the Erie Canal. 

When they arrived, there was 
nothing but virgin forest and wild 
prairie land.  Th e settlers went to work 
clearing the land, building farms, con-
structing churches, and turning Indian 
trails into roads.

Th ese Yankee immigrants were 
primarily members of either the Pres-
byterian or Congregational Church.  

It is said that they had an unwritten 
agreement, if there was a Congrega-
tional church in a village the Presby-
terians would not start one.  But, with 
the Second Great Awakening, many of 
the faithful became Baptists, Method-
ists, or Pentecostals which lead to more 
churches being established. 

On February 2, 1832, sixteen 
years after Indiana had become a state, 
Gov. Noah Noble signed the act that 
would create LaGrange County. Th e act 
provided that “from and after the 1st 
day of April next, all that tract of country 
included in the fl owing boundaries shall 
form and constitute a new county, to be 
known and designated by the name of the 
county of La Grange” (1882 History of 
LaGrange County, Indiana, printed by 
F.A. Battey & Co., Publishers, page 33). 
LaGrange County was created from a 
portion of Elkhart County with Lima 

being named as the county seat.
County elections were held that 

spring with the following results: Josh-
ua T. Hobbs, Clerk; Daniel Harding, 
Sheriff ; Th omas Gale, Treasurer; David 
St. Clair, Recorder; Jacob Vandevanter, 
Edmund Littlefi eld and Arthur Bar-
rows, Commissioners. Th e LaGrange 
County Board of Commissioners met 
for the fi rst time on May 14, 1832. At 
that initial meeting, the county was 
divided into two townships, Lima and 
Greenfi eld. Benjamin Blair was ap-
pointed Assessor for Lima Township 
and Ephraim Seely for Greenfi eld.

Th e fi rst Circuit Court was con-
vened at the home of Moses Rice with 
the Honorable Judge Charles H. Test 
presiding. Court was initially called 
into session between two stacks of hay 
before being moved into the house. 
Two cases were presented for trial, 

2
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both were continued.    
Th e town of LaGrange was plat-

ted on June 18, 1836, settled in 1842, 
and incorporated in 1855. Being closer 
to the center of the county, it became 
the county seat in 1843. Th e historic 
county courthouse still in use today, 
with its central clock tower, located 
on Detroit Street, was designed by 
architects Th omas J. Tolan, & Son of 
Ft. Wayne and built in 1878 at a cost 
of $46,700. On July 17, 1980, it was 
added to the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Th e areas around the towns of 
Shipshewana and Topeka began to be 
settled around 1831. It was in that 
year that Anthony Nelson recorded 
the ownership of two 80-acre tracks 
of land just east of what is now To-
peka. In the spring of the following 
year Robert Latta moved his family 
from Urbana, Ohio, to a mile west of 
Topeka. Th e post offi  ce was called Haw 
Patch. Th e town that began to spring 
up was known by a variety of names 
from Hudson’s Corners to Slabtown 
because of the numerous sawmills and 
buildings constructed of slab lumber. 
It wasn’t until 1892 when the railroad 
came through that the village name 
was offi  cially platted as Topeka. Th e 
fi rst organizational meeting with 
elected offi  cials was not until 1913.

Th e fi rst building in what is now 
Shipshewana was the railroad depot in 
1888. However, Shipshewana’s history 
also involves a feud between Hezekiah 
Davis and Abraham Summey who had 
adjoining farms on the opposite sides 
of what is now State Road 5. What 
developed was a growing rivalry with 
“Davis Town” to the east and “Sum-
mey Town” to the west. Animosity and 
accusations of vandalism from both 

sides went on for several 
years. Davis went so 
far as to designate a 
150-foot-wide strip of 
land on his side of the 
road, where nothing 
could be built - thus cre-
ating a wide “no man’s 
land” between the two 
competing towns. 

Eleven years prior 
to their fathers’ dis-
agreement over building 
a town, Hezekiah’s son 
Eugene began to “keep 
company” with Abra-
ham’s daughter Alice. 
Roger Slagle, writing for 
Doris Davis (Abraham 
Summey’s great grand-
daughter) in “A Patch-
work Sampler” says, “I 
don’t know if there was 
a lot of opposition about their dating—
there might have been.” But whatever 
the feelings were at the time, on April 
19, 1877, Eugene Davis and Alice Sum-
mey were married. Th e irony is that 
the feuding fathers were going to be 
forced to share grandchildren.   

In January of 1889, "Davis Town" 
was re-platted as Shipshewana (named 
by Hezekiah's wife, Sarah Reynolds 
Davis, honoring a Potawatomi Indian 
Chief who had befriended the early 
settlers). In the fall of that same year 
"Summey Town" became the "First 
Summey Addition to Shipshewana". 
Th is, however, did not end the feud. 

It was only after the death of Da-
vis that the strip of land, which had di-
vided the two towns for so many years, 
was laid out in lots and sold. Today 
the Blue Gate Restaurant & Th eater 
occupies much of what was previously 

known as “No Man’s Land”. However, 
legal restrictions imposed by Hezekiah 
Davis still had to be resolved before 
Mel Riegsecker could begin construc-
tion on the Blue Gate.

In 1909 the village of Lima’s name 
was changed to Howe and to date has 
never been incorporated. 

Th e last large migration into La-
Grange County was the Amish in 1844. 
Today they represent about 50% of the 
county’s population making it the third 
largest Amish settlement in the United 
States. 
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was very signifi cant, and very proper 
name exceedingly appropriate, and 
no doubt this high sounding word had 
its characteristic application. 

From 1828 to 1832 the area saw 
a dramatic infl ux of settlers into what 
we know today as Lima, Springfi eld, 
and Van Buren townships. Many were 
descended from the Puritans. Th ey 
were part of a wave of New England 
settlers moving west into what was 
then the Northwest Territory follow-
ing the completion of the Erie Canal. 

When they arrived, there was 
nothing but virgin forest and wild 
prairie land.  Th e settlers went to work 
clearing the land, building farms, con-
structing churches, and turning Indian 
trails into roads.

Th ese Yankee immigrants were 
primarily members of either the Pres-
byterian or Congregational Church.  

It is said that they had an unwritten 
agreement, if there was a Congrega-
tional church in a village the Presby-
terians would not start one.  But, with 
the Second Great Awakening, many of 
the faithful became Baptists, Method-
ists, or Pentecostals which lead to more 
churches being established. 

On February 2, 1832, sixteen 
years after Indiana had become a state, 
Gov. Noah Noble signed the act that 
would create LaGrange County. Th e act 
provided that “from and after the 1st 
day of April next, all that tract of country 
included in the fl owing boundaries shall 
form and constitute a new county, to be 
known and designated by the name of the 
county of La Grange” (1882 History of 
LaGrange County, Indiana, printed by 
F.A. Battey & Co., Publishers, page 33). 
LaGrange County was created from a 
portion of Elkhart County with Lima 

being named as the county seat.
County elections were held that 

spring with the following results: Josh-
ua T. Hobbs, Clerk; Daniel Harding, 
Sheriff ; Th omas Gale, Treasurer; David 
St. Clair, Recorder; Jacob Vandevanter, 
Edmund Littlefi eld and Arthur Bar-
rows, Commissioners. Th e LaGrange 
County Board of Commissioners met 
for the fi rst time on May 14, 1832. At 
that initial meeting, the county was 
divided into two townships, Lima and 
Greenfi eld. Benjamin Blair was ap-
pointed Assessor for Lima Township 
and Ephraim Seely for Greenfi eld.

Th e fi rst Circuit Court was con-
vened at the home of Moses Rice with 
the Honorable Judge Charles H. Test 
presiding. Court was initially called 
into session between two stacks of hay 
before being moved into the house. 
Two cases were presented for trial, 
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both were continued.    
Th e town of LaGrange was plat-

ted on June 18, 1836, settled in 1842, 
and incorporated in 1855. Being closer 
to the center of the county, it became 
the county seat in 1843. Th e historic 
county courthouse still in use today, 
with its central clock tower, located 
on Detroit Street, was designed by 
architects Th omas J. Tolan, & Son of 
Ft. Wayne and built in 1878 at a cost 
of $46,700. On July 17, 1980, it was 
added to the National Register of His-
toric Places.

Th e areas around the towns of 
Shipshewana and Topeka began to be 
settled around 1831. It was in that 
year that Anthony Nelson recorded 
the ownership of two 80-acre tracks 
of land just east of what is now To-
peka. In the spring of the following 
year Robert Latta moved his family 
from Urbana, Ohio, to a mile west of 
Topeka. Th e post offi  ce was called Haw 
Patch. Th e town that began to spring 
up was known by a variety of names 
from Hudson’s Corners to Slabtown 
because of the numerous sawmills and 
buildings constructed of slab lumber. 
It wasn’t until 1892 when the railroad 
came through that the village name 
was offi  cially platted as Topeka. Th e 
fi rst organizational meeting with 
elected offi  cials was not until 1913.

Th e fi rst building in what is now 
Shipshewana was the railroad depot in 
1888. However, Shipshewana’s history 
also involves a feud between Hezekiah 
Davis and Abraham Summey who had 
adjoining farms on the opposite sides 
of what is now State Road 5. What 
developed was a growing rivalry with 
“Davis Town” to the east and “Sum-
mey Town” to the west. Animosity and 
accusations of vandalism from both 

sides went on for several 
years. Davis went so 
far as to designate a 
150-foot-wide strip of 
land on his side of the 
road, where nothing 
could be built - thus cre-
ating a wide “no man’s 
land” between the two 
competing towns. 

Eleven years prior 
to their fathers’ dis-
agreement over building 
a town, Hezekiah’s son 
Eugene began to “keep 
company” with Abra-
ham’s daughter Alice. 
Roger Slagle, writing for 
Doris Davis (Abraham 
Summey’s great grand-
daughter) in “A Patch-
work Sampler” says, “I 
don’t know if there was 
a lot of opposition about their dating—
there might have been.” But whatever 
the feelings were at the time, on April 
19, 1877, Eugene Davis and Alice Sum-
mey were married. Th e irony is that 
the feuding fathers were going to be 
forced to share grandchildren.   

In January of 1889, "Davis Town" 
was re-platted as Shipshewana (named 
by Hezekiah's wife, Sarah Reynolds 
Davis, honoring a Potawatomi Indian 
Chief who had befriended the early 
settlers). In the fall of that same year 
"Summey Town" became the "First 
Summey Addition to Shipshewana". 
Th is, however, did not end the feud. 

It was only after the death of Da-
vis that the strip of land, which had di-
vided the two towns for so many years, 
was laid out in lots and sold. Today 
the Blue Gate Restaurant & Th eater 
occupies much of what was previously 

known as “No Man’s Land”. However, 
legal restrictions imposed by Hezekiah 
Davis still had to be resolved before 
Mel Riegsecker could begin construc-
tion on the Blue Gate.

In 1909 the village of Lima’s name 
was changed to Howe and to date has 
never been incorporated. 

Th e last large migration into La-
Grange County was the Amish in 1844. 
Today they represent about 50% of the 
county’s population making it the third 
largest Amish settlement in the United 
States. 
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Six-year-old Megan Elise Bontrager of 500 
W, Shipshewana was our winner for the June 
Coloring Contest. She won a pretzel at JoJo’s 
Pretzels in Shipshewana.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop 
by JoJo’s Pretzels for a pretzel through July. 

Runners-up were Audrey Bontrager, age 6; 
Carson, age 5; Janessa Bontrager, age 4; Hai-
ley Lambright, age 3; Lonnie Bontrager, age 1. 
Honorable Mentions: Allison Kate Schlabach, 
age 4; Malachi Bontrager, age 6; Lyla Raber, 
age 6; Karson Noah Miller, age 5; and Haid-
en Lehman, age 5. Check out page 38 for this 
month’s coloring page.

Be SURE to include all your information on 
the coloring page, even your age! ... we do not 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is 
only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners

Clueless
Crossword

Want a different way to advertise?      
      We are looking for sponsors for the Clueless Crossword on a month by 
month basis. Marsha would be happy to use words to do with your business 
as the words that get put in the puzzle. Call for more details! 260-463-4901.

by Marsha Patrick
Use the words listed
to fi ll in the spaces! 
(Might be backwards)

Jacket
Jade
Jail
Java
Jeep
Jelly
Jerky
Jewel
Jiff y

Jigsaw
Judge
July

Jump
Jungle
Jupiter Solution to Clueless 

Crossword is on pg 39.

Answer on page 39.

WHAT DO 
YOU GET IF 

YOU CROSS A 
STEGOSARUS 

WITH A 
FIREWORK?
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7
Mystery Farm JULY 

CONTEST

LAST MONTH’S 
WINNERS
Freeman & Eva Miller, 
1 5 0 E ,  W o l c o t t v i l l e 
correctly identified last 
issue’s farm as being 
owned by Sam & Regina 
Miller, 900W, Ligonier. 
Congratulations! Th ey won a 1 Year Subscription from Th e Connection, a 
pen, a notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy of Th e Honeyville Journal from 
LaGwana. Second prize went to Ruby Miller, 700S, Topeka.
Th ird prize went to Jerry & Irene Miller, 900W, Ligonier.

There were 7 correct entries this month. Others that guessed correctly  were: Wyman & Earl  Yoder, 
Sammy Eash, Vernon & Waneta Miller, Harley & Wilma Schlabach

P.O. Box 603
 Topeka, IN 46571

THE 
CONNECTION

Next Month Sponsored By:

SPONSORED BY:

2465 N 850 W
Shipshewana, IN 46565

RULES:
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad-

dress, or by road and nearest intersecting road.

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
 P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
 Please include your name and address.
3) Entry deadline: July 21, 2026.
      Please allow time for mail delivery.

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.
      Next month’s winner will receive a 25$ Gift 

Certifi cate to Tiff any’s Restaurant and more!

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES!

Tiffany’s

1st Prize: Th e Connection, Topeka, 1 Year  Subscrip-
tion, a pen, notepad set, a letter opener, and a copy 
of Th e Way I See It from LaGwana.
2nd Prize(s)*: A pen, notepad set, a letter opener, 
and Th e Way I See It from LaGwana.
3rd Prize(s)*: Th e Way I See It.

*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 
every 50 entries over 100 received. 

Please mail to: 
Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,

P.O. Box 70, 
Shipshewana, IN 46565.

Please include your name and address. 

NEEDED!
MORE FARMS

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. Word Search

 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right. Word Search

 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

SPONSORSHIP BANNER AVAILABLE!

Your Logo Here
SPACE FOR YOUR CONTACT 

INFORMATION HERE:
A PERSONALIZED CALL TO ACTION 

FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Solution on page 39.

 P R L A I T N E S S E E
 S T T L A R V A E N R Y
 I E L B A L A C I A K A
 M R I A N C D O L T R D 
 P O A C V Y I L F I E E
 O J N N E R I M R V G E
 R A E A E P A I E E F W
 T M R R R K S L T H A K
 A S E E E C O K T T C L
 N H T S W P H Y U N T I
 T A H G U O N E B O O M
 C P A L S E L O H M R S

Th e native fl ower I want to write about this month is 
milkweed! Th ere are a number of species of this fl ower, and 
I’ve known for years that they are essential for monarch 
butterfl ies, but I never dug into why they are so important.

Milkweed is the larval food source for monarchs and a 
number of other insects. Interestingly enough, the chemical 
in the latex (milky sap) of the plant that makes it toxic to 
humans, is a major factor in monarch butterfl y survival. 
Th ere is a parasite that the caterpillars and larvae can develop 
which, when they have turned into butterfl ies, will cause holes 
in their wings. A caterpillar who has feasted on milkweed, 
however, tends to have a much lower impact from the parasite, 
likely due to the toxic chemical! 

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ !
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Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Tiff any’s in Topeka this month! Winner gets a FREE 
ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Tiff any’s. � e Winning Drawings will be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS 
claim your drawing for A FREE ICECREAM CONE at Tiff any’s in August. Mail submission to: LaGwana, 
Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry deadline is July 21, 2026.

414 E. Lake Street
 Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2988

Tiffany’s
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Advertiser	 Page

Ace Hardware of Topeka...................................8

Adventure RV..................................................18

Edward Jones..................................................30

First State Bank...............................................30

Forks County Line...........................................30

Frontline Auto Tech..........................................6

Fry’s Repair Shop............................................17

Greencroft Middlebury...................................10

Gospel Echoes.................................................15

Grogg-Martin Realtors

  Grogg-Martin Realtors - Lantz, Rod..............6

Gutwein Chiropractic......................................15

Hummel Group...............................................19

LaGrange Co. Health Dept..............................40

LaGwana

  Brochure Distribution...................................30

Midwest Eye Consultants.................................6

Miller’s Electrical Service................................19

Advertiser & Sponsor Index
Advertiser	 Page Advertiser	 Page

Sponsor	 Page Sponsor	 Page

Many Thanks to Our Sponsors..
Sponsor	 Page

Douglas G Whitehead DDS.............................35

First State Bank.................................................5

Frontline Auto Tech..........................................4

Grogg-Martin Auctioneers & Realty..............31

Nature’s Rite.............................................. 26-27

Precision Turf Care, LLC.................................19

Rural 1st..........................................................10

Smokehouse Grills & Supply..........................32

Southwind Flooring, Inc.................................19

Springer Dental Care.......................................19

Triple M Tire & Service.....................................6

Interra Credit Union.........................................4

LaGwana......................................... 9, 25, 28, 37

Shipshe Rental/Topeka Rental.........................5

The Connection...............................................37

Tiffany’s...........................................................38

Westview School Corporation..... 20, 21, 22, 24

Yoder’s Shipshewana Hardware.....................31
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Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

Solution to puzzle on page 37

O R A N G E   P A L S!

B L A C K   A N D

P R E T T Y

 P R L A I T N E S S E E
 S T T L A R V A E N R Y
 I E L B A L A C I A K A
 M R I A N C D O L T R D
 P O A C V Y I L F I E E
 O J N N E R I M R V G E
 R A E A E P A I E E F W
 T M R R R K S L T H A K
 A S E E E C O K T T C L
 N H T S W P H Y U N T I
 T A H G U O N E B O O M
 C P A L S E L O H M R S

Riddle on page 36..

DINO-
MITE!

Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Tiff any’s in Topeka this month! Winner gets a FREE 
ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Tiff any’s. � e Winning Drawings will be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS 
claim your drawing for A FREE ICECREAM CONE at Tiff any’s in August. Mail submission to: LaGwana, 
Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry deadline is July 21, 2026.

414 E. Lake Street
 Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2988

Tiffany’s
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Call (260) 483-1847 to 
schedule your 
appointment.    

 

08/25/2026 — Parkview Physicians Group: 8175 W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 465655 

The LaGrange County Health Department 
will be hosting an immunization clinic.  

Tuesday, July 14, 9:00 AM to Noon  
(1850 E 600 S, Wolcottville, IN 46795)  

 
Tuesday, July 21, 9:00 AM to Noon 

(5700 W 700 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565) 
 
 

 

Please call (260) 499-4182 Extension 1 

to schedule your appointment. 

-All By Appointments only- 
These vaccine clinics are open to all LaGrange 
County and surrounding residents. Donations 
welcome, most health insurances accepted. 

 

  

      
 

             

 

 

Call (260) 483-1847 to 
schedule your 
appointment.    

 

08/25/2026 — Parkview Physicians Group: 8175 W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 465655 

The LaGrange County Health Department 
will be hosting an immunization clinic.  

Tuesday, July 14, 9:00 AM to Noon  
(1850 E 600 S, Wolcottville, IN 46795)  

 
Tuesday, July 21, 9:00 AM to Noon 

(5700 W 700 N, Shipshewana, IN 46565) 
 
 

 

Please call (260) 499-4182 Extension 1 

to schedule your appointment. 

-All By Appointments only- 
These vaccine clinics are open to all LaGrange 
County and surrounding residents. Donations 
welcome, most health insurances accepted. 
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