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The Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,000

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 888-439-6528  
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during office hours:
 Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm

Hometown Treasure Staff
Dan Byler, General Manager

Abby Wenger,  
Publication Manager/Layout/Photographer

Jenny Laughlin, Esther Wenger & Jolene Yutzy, 
Customer Service

Sharon Herschberger, Office Manager/Proofing

Janine Strombeck & Cyd Woolet, 
Graphic Designers

Emily Vandevander, Clueless Crossword 

Erika Byler, Word Search

Rod Lantz & Cary Peters Sales

The Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
first insertion for such advertising.

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
 Size width x height Rate
 1/12 page  ..................23/8” x 23/8” ...............$36

 1/6 page (Vertical) ..23/8” x 47/8”
 or (Horizontal)  .47/8” x 23/8” ...............$70

 1/3 page (Vertical) ..23/8” x 97/8”
 or (Square) ....47/8” x 47/8” ............$135

 1/2 page ...................73/8” x 47/8” ............$192

 2/3 page ...................47/8” x 97/8” ............$250

 Full Page* ...................73/8” x 97/8” ............$325

 Inside Front* ...................73/8” x 97/8” ............$400

 Inside Back* ...................73/8” x 97/8” ............$400

 Back Cover* ...................73/8” x 97/8” ............$500
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8” background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork 
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call or email for a complete media kit.

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for November 2020 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, October 20

Thursday, October 15 if you need a proof.

November Issue Date is Tuesday, October 27

Discounts for ads running more than once.
Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

DAVID SANDS FINANCIAL ADVISOR
902 Lincolnway South * Ligonier, IN 46767   260-894-9912

STEVEN M. WEIGEL FINANCIAL ADVISOR
206 S. Detroit St. * LaGrange, IN  46761 260-463-8473

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

SHELDON Q. SHROCK FINANCIAL ADVISOR
120 N Harrison St. * Shipshewana, IN 46565  260-768-4348

SHANNON CLIFTON FINANCIAL ADVISOR
117 N Main St. * Wolcottville, IN 46795  260-854-3116

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

®

7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., � urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

260-768-4547
8015 W US 20 • Shipshewana, IN

NW Corner of SR 5 & US 20

www.YoderIns.com

Miller’s 
Electrical

Services
Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558

4 The Hometown Treasure · October ‘20



 Columns
Healthy Hearts, Healthy Homes ........ 7

Smart Choices ....................................13

 Contests & Puzzles
Clueless Crossword ...........................18

Coloring Contest ........................ 12, 14 

Mystery Farm Contest ......................11

Word Search ......................................... 6 

Features
Featured Advertiser :
         Ace Hardware ...................... 35-36

Historical Feature ........................ 31-32

Everything Else
Display Advertiser Listing ................38

Kids’ Club (Birthday Page) ...............8-9

LaGrange County Library .................10

Sponsor Listing ..................................38

Table of Contents
Cover Photo by Abby Wenger

Table of Contents

A Note from the Naturalist
I have planned programs this fall to give your children, and 

you, excellent nature-based learning opportunities to get outside, 
make new friends, and have fun. Research has proven that our 
children need nature for physical, mental, and emotional growth. 
Research has also proven that nature, for adults, is a great peace 
maker. You are never too old to sit quietly at the foot of a tree. 

If you are a teacher at any of our awesome LaGrange County 
schools who is looking for free activities and ideas for outdoor 
class time, please contact me. I would be happy to assist you. 

Happy autumn, I wish you all health and safety. 

Leslie A. Arnold, Naturalist

Shipshewana Area 
Historical Society 

Th e (SAHS) Shipshewana Area 
Historical Society will not be holding 
an annual dinner this year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are holding 
a telephonic out-reach to vote in the 
offi  cers for the year 2021. Th is will be 
conducted on the third Monday, Oct. 
19, 2020. Th e members that attended 
the meeting last year will be contacted 
by telephone on that day for a vote on 
the offi  cers for the next year. We are all 
trying to stay safe. 

Our King's BBQ Chicken sales were 
very successful this past summer. We 
would like to thank all of the people 
that helped and that purchased the 
chicken. Our Museum can keep its 
door open to all that would like to 
schedule a time to see the contents. 
Please contact Steve Frisk at 260-336-
1501 or Sharon Bowen at 260-768-
4777. 

Thank You!
Thanks to all who responded! Be-

low are the results. Do you have a fun 
project/activity that you came across 
that fi ts into one of these categories, 
or a recipie you just have to share? 
Send it in, we’d love to hear from you! 

Recipes - 11
DIY Decor & DIY Crafts - 10
DIY Outdoor/Garden - 9
DIY - 8
Home Improvement - 7
Kids Activities & Self Help - 6
Contests & Puzzles & Quizzes - 5
Upcycling & Building Projects - 4
Parties - 1
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Sponsored by

Dale Fry • Licensed & Insured • Cell: 260-336-9364
www.dalesdependablehandyman.com

Searching for clues on how to do your remodeling 
projects? Call Dale. He’s the Right Man for the Job!

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right.

Word Search
 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ !

Solution on page 18

 M A H P L A Y I N G A B
 U G Y D N U O F E L S L
 L A L L E L F I U D R E
 T I S R J A V E N O H S
 I N U E F O T E T O M S
 P I O A M S I A D A E I
 L A I L A R L R N M R N
 A L V L F U O A A U R G
 Y P B Y M I G G B N T E
 E M O I R E N  E S T S P
 R O S E D T H O U G H E
 D C Y G O L O N H C E T

I know we like 
to complain about 
technology, but it really 
has been a blessing 
this year. My husband 
and I normally like 
to spend a lot of time 

playing games and watching movies 
with friends, but obviously we haven’t 
really been able to do that the last few 
months.

I’m grateful though, that we found 
plenty of multiplayer video games and 
even a board game simulator. Th anks 
to them, we’ve managed to play games 
with even more friends, because now 
we can play games with friends who 
live out of town!

I still can’t wait to have a big movie 
night again, because I’m sure it will be 
a blast, but for now we will be content 
with what we have.
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Healthy      HealthyHearts Homes

by Brenda Yoder, LMHC, Advocate for Elijah Haven, Speaker, Writer & Life Coach

5 Tips For Our Less Th an Normal Life
“Pending no major life interruptions, 

let’s look at a date to get together,” I 

texted a friend, trying to reestablish 

a schedule which, a few months ago, I 

thought was “normal.”

Or one I was trying to make 

normal. I don’t know about you, but in 

the last six months, I’ve craved almost 

anything that seems routine, certain, 

and has a hint of a pre-COVID life. 

Many of us are still struggling 

with losses from our 2019 life and 

earlier. As autumn and the winter 

holidays bring a sense of pending 

uncertainty, here are a few 

things to help you adjust to 

life that’s still disrupted:

1. Focus on what you 
can control. Rather than 

focusing on what you don’t 

have control of, focus on what 

you can control. Build routines 

into your daily/weekly/monthly 

life as much as possible. Consider 

the areas where you do have control—

your attitude, responses, choices, and 

getting your basic needs met, even if 

it’s now done diff erently. 

2. Make “okay” good enough. 
Th e disruptions around me have 

forced me to be content with “okay.” 

I’m unable to do certain thing like I’ve 

done in the past. I’ve told myself it is 

“okay.” Rather than fretting about how 

I would like things to be, I’m focusing 

on how they are, and being okay with 

those things. 

3. Take care of what’s most 
important. During the pandemic, 

I’ve rescheduled appointments, put off  

some responsibilities, and said “no” to 

many things. During times of crisis 

or big interruptions, it’s okay to let 

others step in when they can, or to say 

no to things that really are not best 

for you to do during the time of crisis. 

Taking care of your basic needs and 

those people most important to you is 

appropriate.

4. Speak up for your own 
mental or emotional health.  Th e 

mental health of many right now is 

fragile. Being emotionally tough isn’t 

the best practice some days, especially 

if you are a parent, caregiver, teacher, 

medical worker, or other front line 

worker who helps others. Being honest 

about your needs with those closest 

to you is a gift you give to them, and 

yourself. Th ere’s a time to say, “I’m not 

doing too good today.”

5. Give yourself time to 
rest, process your losses, and 
recalibrate. Each of us handles 

disruptions, crisis, and grief 

diff erently. Some jump into routine to 

bring normalcy to a chaotic situation. 

Others need time and space to process, 

recalibrate, and feel grounded before 

going back to normal routines and 

responsibilities. Whatever helps you 

the most between the crisis and 

the new normal, give yourself 

permission and grace to come 

back to “normal” at your pace. 

If you need rest, then sleep. If 

you need to cry, then weep. If 

you need things back in order, 

then dig in. If you need someone to 

listen, then seek out the person who 

will do so.

Regardless of your needs, give 
yourself grace.  

Even after the dust settles from 

the disruptions of 2020, take the 

lessons you learn into the new normal. 

For me, I’m working at a little slower 

pace. I’m enjoying simple things. I’m 

spending time with those I love the 

most. I’m reminding myself “okay” is 

really the best some days. 
Th is page made possible by
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Naomi’s Candies 
& Cafe

Phone: 260-768-7773

Located in Yoder’s 
Shopping Center

Bring in this coupon for 

1/2 Off 
Pumpkin Pie Latte

1 per coupon

Dine in Available now
Weekly Specials

Hrs: Mon - Sat 9 - 4

Sandwiches • Soups • Baked Goods 
Smoothies • Coff ee Drinks

Kids 
Club
Birthdays

Kids 
Club

Birthdays

 1 Santiago Dominguez, Ryley 
Havert

 2 Wilma Fry, Landon Gingerich

 3 Peyton Daniels, Gabriel Eicher, 
Sadie Mast, Macy Matney, Jack 
Miller, Maverick Turner

 5 Juman Alyaharee, Edward 
Bower,  Aaron Miller

 6 Noah Cleveland, Lyan Madar, 
Erik Yoder, Juliana Yoder

 7 Mason Grossman, Payton 
Hargrove, Aubrey Young

 8 Hanan Algaradi, Kaitlyn 
Bontrager, Katy Mishler

 9 Ava Hoschstetler, Zachariah 
Jones, Cash Miller, Jada Mauck

 10 Hagar Algaradi, Katelyn 
Martin, Brandon Miller, Joe 
Dean Miller, Avery VonGunten, 
Karla Yoder

 11 Keera Hostetler, Ryan Miller, 
Hallie Staub

 12 Durrel Frey, Karina 
Hochstetler, Helenorah Ripple, 
Melody Yoder

 13 Luke Haarer, Lane Mullet, 
Heather Troyer, Darcia Yoder

 14 Zylair Barajas-Montoya, Karl 
Bontrager, Kevin Bontrager, 
Makayla Slabach

 15 Lyndon Bontrager, Addyson 
Gabbard

 16 Travis Bontrager, Felicity Eash, 
Eli jah Lambright, Keturah 
Fry, Paige McDonald, Andrea 
Whetstone

• Bulk/Bag Mulch

• Cocoa Bean Mulch

• Fertilizers

• Landscape 

 Stone/Topsoil

• Retaining Wall Blocks & 
Pavers

Still time to 
plant!

Hours: M-F 9 am - 5 pm, Sat. 8 am - 1 pm

700 S 900 W, Topeka, IN • 260.593.3003
Only 3 miles West of town on CR 700S 

(Just West of SR 5)

Great Selection of 
trees, shrubs, 

and perennials to 
choose from.

Delivery Delivery 
AvailableAvailable
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Kids 
Club
Birthdays

Kids 
Club

Birthdays

 17 Ana Wingard

 18 Cassidy Detweiler, Kendall 
Yoder 

 19 Th omas Harlow, Rayna 
Jackson, Amy Miller

 20 Nada Algaradi, Adam 
Hershberger, Lynn Miller, 
Keegan Norberg

 21 Christopher Haskett, Yaritzi 
Munoz Huerta

 22 Tennley Amsden, Keith Miller, 
Akhila Reed, Emily Yoder, 
Jamin Yoder

 23 Jaron Bontrager, Aiden Grant

 24 Serenity Lambright, Kara 
Lower, Angela Miller, Vonda 
Misler

 25  Jake Chupp

 26 Kylie Bontrager, Janessa 
Lambright, Landon Raber, 
Adelyn Vandergriff   

 28 Chester Bloom, Marissa 
Childers, Jaxon Christner, 
Keaton Wisniewski

 29 Natalie Detweiler, Keegan 
Miller, Blake West, Tyson Yoder

 30 Kenzie Detweiler, Jeslyn 
Schwartz 

 31 Jamie Chupp, Savannah 
Cruz 

October
Th e LaGrange County Community 

Foundation celebrated the ground-
breaking of its new headquarters at 
the intersection of US 20 and 250 W 
in LaGrange on Th ursday. 

Th e Community Foundation 
purchased a medical offi  ce at the 
end of 2019, with plans to renovate 
and expand the building as new 
headquarters. 

After delays brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, renovation at 
the facility has now started. Lehman 
Construction of Shipshewana will 
complete the project. 

Th e project will feature a new 
addition, increased parking space, and 
complete renovation of the building’s 
offi  ce and lobby space. Th e project is 
on target to be completed by the end 
of 2020. Th e Community Foundation 
anticipates moving into the new facili-
ty in mid-January of next year. 

Th e facility will contain 3,000 
square feet of offi  ce space, including 
an 800-square foot community room 
available for nonprofi t use. Th e com-
munity room will be equipped with 
multi-media technology and will seat 
30 people comfortably and provide 
space to host small 
gatherings and 
meetings. Th e 
community room 
will be available 
free of charge to 
local nonprofi ts 
and civic groups.

“We are ex-
cited to provide a 
community space 
for our nonprofi ts,” 
said Octavia Yoder, 
Executive Director 

of the Community Foundation. “Th e 
addition will be an asset to the commu-
nity, handicap accessible, and provide a 
gathering space for our community.” 

Th e Community Foundation had 
been setting aside funds for several 
years, which allowed the organization 
to purchase the property using avail-
able cash – no mortgage was required. 
A portion of the cost of the building 
was funded using a gift the Foundation 
received at the beginning of 2019. 

Greater visibility, lower costs and 
enhanced accessibility were the decid-
ing factors in the move.

“Th e fact that we could fi nance 
the purchase and renovation without 
debt means that this will be a great 
step forward and help the Community 
Foundation grow and prosper in the 
coming years,” added Yoder. 

“It is important to the Foundation 
to honor those who have been a vital 
part of it, it is because of their dedica-
tion we are able to fulfi ll our mission,” 
said Neal Wolheter, Board President. 
“Th e new headquarters will be a beacon 
for LaGrange County not just today but 
well beyond into the future.” 

Th e new headquarters is on track 
to be open February of 2021. 

Lagrange County Community Foundation 
Hosts Groundbreaking Ceremony 
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LaGrange County LibraryLaGrange County Library

Find more information at: 
www.lagrange.lib.in.us/happen.html 
or call 260-463-2841

Th is page sponsored by

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 1:00 - 5:00 pm
 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444

M - F • 1:00 - 5:00 pm
 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

LaGrange - Main Branch
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841

M - F • 10 am - 12:00 pm, 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Saturday 9 am- 12 pm

 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Th e LaGrange County Public Library is gradually adding back programs and services in a safe manner.

Below are the events planned for October.

If you have any questions, please call the library at 260-463-2841 for further information.

Youth Department
Multiple  Branches

Pre-School Virtual Storytime 
on the LaGrange County Public Library Facebook page. 
Facebook • Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20 & 27  • 10 am  

Miss Brittany shares a book on-line each Tuesday morning. 
Th is will stay on our Facebook page to be watched at any time. 

New Activity Bags out for Pick-up
All library locations - every other Wednesday, October 14 & 28

Each bag contains activity sheets and a simple craft for 2 children.

DIY Sensory Play on Facebook
Facebook • Every other Friday, October 2, 16 & 30 • 11 am  

Miss Brittany will be providing ideas for at-home sensory activities. 
Th is will stay on our Facebook page to be watched at 

any time.

Virtual Home School Activity
Friday, October 9

Please call the library for details.

Virtual T.A.G Meeting on Zoom
Th ursday, October 22 • 5 pm

Please call the library to have the Zoom link emailed.

Family Halloween Activity Bags out for Pick-up 
All library locations - October 26-31

Each bag contains games, crafts, candy and other goodies. 
While supplies last.

(Facebook - m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Adult Interest
LaGrange County Public Library 

Gentle Flow Yoga with Farra
Th ursdays, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29  • 10 - 11 am 
Mondays, October 5, 12, 19  & 26  • 10 - 11 am

Please bring a yoga mat if you have one. Or, you may bring a rug or 
blanket instead. Th e fi rst class is free! For each further class a $5 

donation is suggested. Space is limited. Masks are required, but may be 
removed once you sit on your mat and begin exercising. 

Call 260-463-2841 to register. 

Second Saturday Book Club
Saturday, October 10 • 11 am

Th is month’s book: “Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress” 
by Dai Sijie

Wood Pumpkin Trio Make-N-Take
Wednesday, October 14  • 6 pm

 Th e monthly Make-n-Take classes have returned with a fun fall theme 
for October. Participants will create a trio of pumpkins from wood. 
All materials will be provided. Masks will be required, tables will be 

properly distanced, and no materials will be shared for safety. Th e cost 
of the program is $12 per participant, ages 12 and up. Registration and 

deposit of $5 required by Friday, October 9 with balance due at class.

Th e following health and safety measures are currently in force at all library locations:

•  Masks must be worn by patrons and staff  at all times in the buildings.

•  Social distancing will be observed.

•  Children are allowed in the library if accompanied by an adult and must wear a mask if over 2 years old.

• Computers and study rooms are available for one-hour sessions by appointment only. 

•  Items may be reserved on-line or by phone and picked up curbside by patron.
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T:/ Mystery Farms pg10

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES!
1st Prize:  Tiff any’s Restaurant, Topeka, $25 Gift 
Certifi cate, lighted pen, notepad set,  and a copy of 
Th e Honeyville Journal from LaGwana Printing.
2nd Prize(s)*: Lighted pen, notepad set, and Th e 
Honeyville Journal from LaGwana Printing.
3rd Prize(s)*: Th e Honeyville Journal.

*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 
every 50 entries over 100 received.
RULES:
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad-

dress, or by road and nearest intersecting road.

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
 P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
 Please include your name and address.
3) Entry deadline: October 22, 2019.
      Allow time for mail delivery.

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

Mystery Farm
CONTEST

October Contest Sponsored by

Tiff any’s Restaurant and LaGwana

Michael & Sharon Borntrager, Jr & Mary 
Miller, Derek & SueAnn Lambright, David 
& Karen Miller, Perry & Thelma Hochstetler, 
Joe & Leanna Eicher, Perry & Betty Miller, 
Norman & Rosanna Miller, John & Lorene 
Kurtz, Mary Ellen Miller, Floyd & Christine 
Hostetler, Gary & Sara Herschberger, Orla 
H. & Marilyn Miller. 

Matt & Doretta Bontrager of 700W, Topeka, correctly  identifi ed last issue’s farm 
as being owned by Michael & Emma Weaver, 3905W 700S, Topeka. Congratulations! Th ey 
won a 1 Year Subscription from Th e Connection, a lighted pen, a notepad set, and a copy of Th e 
Honeyville Journal from LaGwana Printing. Second prize went to Tobe & Elsie Hochstetler, 
6575S 500W, Topeka. Th ird prize went to Steven & Liz Troyer, 7140W 650S, Topeka.

There were 36 correct entries this month. Others that guessed correctly were: Floyd & Wilma Jean 
Fry, LaVern & Orene Lambright, Fritz & Norma Bontrager, Wilbur & Ida Weaver, Mattie Mullet, Amos 
& Ida Anna Miller, John Jay & LeAnna Kurtz, Kenny & Dora Miller, Christy & Frieda Mast, Devon J. 
Miller, Richard & Rachel Fry, Junior & Mabel Miller, Wilbur Lee Hostetler, Perry & Wilma Miller, 
LaVerda Fry, David Miller, Sara Miller, Darian & Waneta Gingerich, Dennis & Darla Bontrager, Byron 
& Norma Slabach, Harley & Rosetta Bontrager, Myron & Kara Wingard, Wayne & Wilma Mullet, 

It’s A Fact
There is an uninhabited island 
in the Bahamas known as Pig 

Beach, which is populated 
entirely by swimming pigs.

PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565
SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878
csr@lagwana.com · LaGwana.com

Basic Offi ce Supplies
Run out and need a quick stop to get through? 

We just may have what you need!

Staplers, Envelopes,
Paper & more
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Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by E&S Sales in Shipshewana this month! Winner gets a 
FREE ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at E&S Sales, State Rd 5 South, Shipshewana. Winning drawings will be 
on display at E & S Sales. ALL PARTICIPANTS come in and claim your drawing for A FREE ICECREAM CONE at 
E&S Sales in November. Mail submission to: LaGwana, Coloring Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. 
Entry deadline is October 20, 2020.

SR 5 • Shipshewana
E & S SALES

Sponsored by:
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Smart Choices

Sponsored by

260-593-2252 • 101 N Main. St. • Topeka, IN

Smart Choices
By Christine Cunningham, PharmD Student at Topeka Pharmacy

Benefi ts of Smoking Cessation
Tobacco use varies by region in the 

US, with rates of cigarette smoking 

being the highest among people living 

in rural areas in the Midwest. Lagrange 

county has a smoking rate of 20.1%, 

which is higher than the 15.2% U.S. av-

erage. Children are more likely to begin 

smoking earlier in life and daily if they 

live in a rural region. Quitting smoking 

has many benefi ts and there are options 

to assist in the process. 

1. Benefi ts to Quitting 
Th ere are both short and long-term 

benefi ts to quitting smoking. Some 

short term benefi ts include a reduction 

in your heart rate and blood pressure 

within 20 minutes of not smoking. Ad-

ditionally, within the fi rst few months 

your circulation and lung function 

improve. Within the fi rst year, coughing 

and shortness of breath decrease. Some 

long-term benefi ts to quitting smoking 

include a 50% reduction of heart disease 

after the fi rst year and a 50% reduction 

of lung cancer within 10 years. Within 

15 years of quitting smoking, your risk 

of heart disease and stroke becomes 

that of a nonsmoker. If you quit smok-

ing after a heart attack, your risk of 

having another event is cut in half. 

2. Benefi ts by Age
Life expectancy potential increases 

when you quit smoking, and the sooner 

you quit the better. If you quit smoking 

around age 30, you can increase your 

expected lifespan by almost 10 years. 

Quitting at the age of 40 increases life 

expectancy by 9 years. Finally, quitting 

at the age of 60 can increase life expec-

tancy by 3 years.

3. Other Benefi ts 
Quitting smoking off ers many 

health benefi ts, but it also off ers other 

benefi ts to children and those around 

secondhand smoke. Quitting smoking 

can decrease the risk of asthma, ear 

infections, and other respiratory disease 

in children. Stopping smoking can also 

decrease the risk of infertility, prema-

ture birth, low birth weight, and miscar-

riage. Finally, quitting smoking can save 

you a lot of money.

4. Smoking Cessation Products
Th ere are over the counter medica-

tions such as nicotine gum, lozenges, 

and patches. Th ere are also prescription 

medications available to help you quit. 

5. Did You Know? 
Th ere are many resources to help 

YOU quit today. Topeka Pharmacy off ers 

a new Tobacco Cessation Program, 

where a pharmacist can work with you 

to provide a personalized approach to 

quitting. Stop by, call the pharmacy at 

260-593-2252 or pick up one of our bro-

chures to learn more! Topeka Pharmacy 

wants to help you be the healthiest you 

can be! 

PO Box 70 Shipshewana, IN 46565
SE Corner 250N & 850W 
P 260-768-7878
csr@lagwana.com · LaGwana.com

Geneology 
Books?

We can do that!
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Six year old Jenise Eash of 500 S, Topeka 
was our winner for the September Coloring 
Contest. She won an ice cream treat of choice at 
Tiffany’s in Topeka.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop 
by Tiffany’s for a free small ice cream cone 
through October. 

Runners-up were Emily Grace Miller, age 
6; Janelle Diane Miller, age 5; Katelyn Jane 
Otto, age 4; Anne Marielle Fry, age 3. Honor-
able Mentions: Merle Dean Miller, age 6; Julie 
Grace Hostetler, age 6; Jedidiah Schlabach, 
age 6; Emily Yoder, age 6; Derek Graber, age 6; 
Jethro Otto, age 5. Check out page 12 for this 
month’s coloring page.

Be SURE to include all your information 
on the coloring page, even your age! ... we don’t 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is 
only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners

Are You Ready 
for Snow?

Dan & Glen Fry • 260-593-3228 • 5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-5; Sat. 8-12

FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  

Snowblower Deluxe
Ariens Snowblower Preseason Sale!

Financing 
Options

Available

Pick Up
& 

Delivery

Prices
Starting At

$499

Topeka Offi  ce: 260-593-3003

With over 27+ years of experience, we 
specialize in:

• Paver Patios
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Paver Driveways

• Outdoor Living Spaces
• Plant Beds
• Lawns
• Water Features
• Landscape Lighting
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3 Ways to Downsize Your Life to Save Money, Time, and Stress
Downsizing? What exactly does it 

mean? Smaller house, fewer bills, less 
stuff ? Yes, yes and yes.

Many of us think downsizing is 
moving to a more compact house and 
it is, but let’s not stop there. Following 
are other areas of life where downsiz-
ing can yield serious fi nancial savings, 
not to mention save you time and 
stress! 

1. Automate Your Finances 
Downsize your recurring fi nancial 

tasks such as paying bills and setting 
aside savings by automating them. 
For example, you can: a) Put bills on 
auto-pay. Put a little eff ort into setting 
up automatic payments with your 
bank, credit card company and service 
providers. I recommend setting up 
reminders to periodically check on the 
accounts, so a price hike in your phone 
bill doesn’t put your account in the red! 
b) Cancel services you aren’t using. Save 
more money by canceling unwanted 
subscriptions and memberships. c) Au-
tomate savings deposits. Your compa-
ny’s human resources folks can explain 
whether you can have a percentage 
of your paycheck automatically sent 
to a high-interest savings account. Or, 
set up automatic transfers from your 
checking account to your savings. d) 
Automate retirement contributions. If 
your employer has a workplace retire-
ment plan, have money automatically 
diverted from your paycheck to your 
retirement account. If you have an in-
dividual retirement account (IRA), set 
up automatic transfers from your bank 
account to the IRA! 

2. Downsize Your Home 
Entertainment 

As the number of streaming 
services and plan options continues 
to grow, so does the number of ways 
you can downsize your TV and video 
options! For example, you can: a) Slim 
down your cable TV package. Do you 
really need 200 channels? Would you 
even miss them all if you switched to 
a cheaper package? b) Cut cable and 
stream instead. “Downsizing” from 
traditional pay-TV to streaming TV lets 
you cut out the high cost of cable with-
out letting go of live TV. Among the 
much-cheaper alternatives are Sling 
TV, Hulu, Philo and CBS All Access.  c) 
Get rid of TV. Just think of all the mon-
ey and time you would free up.

3. Downsize Your 
Transportation 

Rethinking how you get around 
can make a powerful impact on your 
fi nancial life. It costs an average of 
$9,282 per year to own and operate a 
new car, according to AAA. he experts 
at Edmunds.com recommend spending 
no more than 15% of your monthly 
take-home pay on car payments! If 
you lease, keep monthly paymen ts at 
10% or under. But, wait. Th ere’s more: 
Fuel and insurance typically eat up 
another 7% of take-home pay. In total, 
you could spend 22% of your income 
on a car! Ask yourself: Do you want to 
spend nearly one-quarter of take-home 
pay on your vehicle?

Instead, you can: a) Ditch one car. 
If your household has more than one 
vehicle, get rid of one. b) Stop using 

cars. Use a bicycle, walking, public 
transportation and ride-sharing 
services. c) Use your car less often. 
Use other modes of transportation as 
often as you can. You’ll save on gas and 
wear and tear, and you might qualify 
for a car insurance discount. d) Buy 
used. Did you know that new vehicles 
can lose more than 20% of their value 
after just 12 months? In each of the 
following four years, they lose roughly 
another 10%. e) Stop leasing. Pay off  a 
car and then enjoy years without car 
payments.

If nothing else, at least “downsize” 
to a less expensive car insurance policy. 
Th is is easier than you might think. 
Th e best ways to quickly put a big dent 
in your car insurance costs include: 

1. Shop around. Comparison shop 
annually to get the best deal. Th is 
doesn’t have to mean calling around to 
insurers for quotes. Using an insur-
ance search engine like Th e Zebra will 
take all the work out of comparison 
shopping. 

2. Raise deductibles. “Th is is the 
simplest and fastest way to save on 
car insurance,” writes Money Talks 
News founder Stacy Johnson in “How 
to Get the Best Possible Deal on Car 
Insurance.”

3. Reduce coverage on older cars. 
For example, you should consider drop-
ping comprehensive and collision 
coverage. 

-Source: MoneyTalksNews
-Like us on Facebook at Purdue Extension - La-
Grange County 

by Brittney Schori, Extension Educator, Purdue Extension - LaGrange County

M NEYWise
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CELL: (260) 463-6652

FAX: (260) 463-7051

OFFICE: (260) 463-2881

EMAIL: rodlantz@aol.com

2575 N State Road 9
LaGrange, IN 46761

mikethomasrealtor.com

101 N. Main St. Topeka, IN  • 260-593-2252

Flu Vaccines
Monday - Friday: 8am - 6pm

Saturday: 8am - 12:00pm
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Meadowview Elementary

Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION
Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Mrs Cline and a student in Applied Skills all 
masked up for Westview. 

Masking Up

Meadowview Elementary School 
celebrated its Summer Reading Pro-
gram, “Wild About Reading!” A  total 
of 65 students participated, with each 
reading 600 minutes or more over the 
summer. Each participant received a 
coupon for a free entrance into Dutch 
Creek Farm Animal Park in Shipsh-
ewana, IN and a bag of ZOO Animal 
Crackers. Th e top two readers for each 
grade level received a book, How to 
Draw 101 Animals, and a sketchpad. Th e 
top three readers for the school also 
received the drawing book and sketch-
pad, along with a fl eece throw blanket 
with African Safari Animals on it
Top 3 Readers for the school:

Faith Stump – 4C
 8,588 mins/~ 143 hours
Kayla Miller –4C
 7,473 mins/~ 125 hours
Rachel Troyer – 4A
 6,651 mins/~ 111 hours

Top 2 readers for each grade 
level

First Grade:
1. Natalie McDonald – 1C
 1,175 mins/~ 20 hours
2. Amber Miller – 1D
 1,020 mins/ 17 hours
Second Grade:
1. Hannah Troyer – 2B
 2,120 mins/~ 36 hours
2. Lyndon Borkholder – 2A
 1,947 mins/~ 33 hours
Th ird Grade:
1. James Yoder – 3B
 6,424 mins/ 107 hours
2. Dale Bontrager – 3B
 5,730 mins/~ 96 hours
Fourth Grade
1. Melissa Bontrager – 4A
 6,637 mins/~ 111 hours
2. Alyssa Miller – 4A 
 5,054 mins/~ 84 hours 

Participants from 1st grade.

Participants from 3rd grade.

Participants from 2nd grade.

Participants from 4th grade.

Top 2 readers from each grade level and top 3 
reader in the school.

Meadowview Summer Reading Program

All Photos Submitted

Meadowview 
Elementary 

Welcomes New 
Staff  Members

Back Row (left to right): Mr. Cramer, Miss Pierce, 
Mrs. Zimmerly, Mrs. Cupp, Miss Martin, and Mr. 
Becker. Front: Mrs. Haarer, Miss Christner, Miss 
Davis, and Miss Hostetler. 
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Solution to Clueless 
Crossword is on page XXUse the words listed

to fi ll in the spaces!

Fall
Frost

Leaves
Treat

Clouds
Encourage
Hailstone
Hailstorm
Excessive
Exclusive

Ghost
Mast
Folk
Fair
Soil Clueless

Crossword
Want a different way to advertise?      

      We are looking for sponsors for the Clueless Crossword on a month by 
month basis. Emily would be happy to use words to do with your business 
as the words that get put in the puzzle. Call for more details! 260-463-4901.

Solution to Clueless 
Crossword is on pg 30.

by Emily Vandevander

Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

 M A H P L A Y I N G A B
 U G Y D N U O F E L S L
 L A L L E L F I U D R E
 T I S R J A V E N O H S
 I N U E F O T E T O M S
 P I O A M S I A D A E I
 L A I L A R L R N M R N
 A L V L F U O A A U R G
 Y P B Y M I G G B N T E
 E M O I R E N E S T S P
 R O S E D T H O U G H E
 D C Y G O L O N H C E T

Solution to puzzle on page 6

S P E E D !

I N T E R N E T

F O R   O U R
H A L L E L U J A H

Where You'll Find Exceptional Savings
Located at 1265 North State Road 5 Shipshewana, IN 46565

Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 5:30pm • Sat. 7:30am - 4:00pm • Closed Sun.

Employee Recognition
In Appreciation for Your Faithful Service

5 Years or More
Ruby Hochstetler - 2011

Marlene Miller - 2011
Wyman Yoder - 2011
Ruby Knepp - 2012

Kathy Schlabach - 2012
Matthew Schlabach - 2012
Anita Hershberger - 2012

Lavern Yoder - 2012
Markeus Horst - 2012
Urias Schrock - 2012

Erma Schmucker - 2013
Doris Bontrager - 2013

Elmer Yoder - 2013
Richard Yoder - 2013

Dan Yoder - 2013
Rick Sedlock - 2013
Betty Yoder - 2014

Pam Slabaugh - 2014
Ervin Hochstetler - 2015

Steven Jones - 2015
Nettie Miller - 2015

Joni Bontrager - 2015
Clara Eash - 2015
Levi Hilty - 2015

10 Years or More
Dewayne Yoder - 2009

Jody Yoder - 2010
Shari Helmuth - 2010

Esther Bontrager - 2010

15 Years or More
Rosie Miller - 2001

Mary Rose Yoder - 2002
Richard Miller - 2003

Mary Otto - 2004
Barbara Miller - 2005

20 Years or More
Ada Schrock - 1997
Leon Miller - 1997

25 Years or More
Glen Bontrager - 1991
 Leah Hostetler - 1994

Cheers to the people who make it happen year after year.

Employee Recognition
In Appreciation for your faithful service
5 years or more                                     10 years or more                      
Ruby Hochstetler 2011    DeWayne Yoder 2009
Marlene Miller 2011      Jody Yoder 2010
Wyman Yoder 2011      Shari Helmuth 2010
Ruby Knepp 2012     Esther Bontrager 2010
Kathy Schlabach 2012      
Matthew Schlabach 2012      15 years or more
Anita Hershberger 2012      Rosie Miller 2001  
Lavern Yoder 2012       Mary Rose Yoder 2002
Markeus Horst 2012     Richard Miller 2003
w     Mary Otto 2004
Erma Schmucker 2013     Barbara Miller 2005
Doris Bontrager 2013     
Elmer Yoder 2013     20 years or more
Richard Yoder 2013       Ada Schrock 1997
Dan Yoder 2013      Leon Miller 1997
Rick Sedlock 2013  
Betty Yoder 2014       25 years or more
Pam Slabaugh 2014     Glen Bontrager 1991
Ervin Hochstetler 2015    Leah Hostetler 1994
Steven Jones 2015  
Nettie Miller 2015  
Joni Bontrager 2015  
Clara Eash 2015
Levi Hilty 2015  18 The Hometown Treasure · October ‘20



Meadowview Elementary

Th is page sponsored by

Meadowview Elementary fi rst 
graders in Mrs. Willard’s class work-

ing on putting ordinal numbers in the 
correct order. 

Students in KA have been read-
ing the big book Chicka Chicka Boom 
Boom and participated in lots of fun, 
hands-on learning activities related 
to the story. Some of these activities 

included sensory exploration of a 
coconut, art projects, hunting for letter 
“treasures” and using creativity and 
problem-solving to build an alphabet 
tree. 

Look What Kindergartners Are Learning

Ordinal Numbers
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Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Topeka Elementary

2nd grade students from Topeka 
Elementary are shown taking a close 
look at one of Topeka Fire Depart-
ment’s trucks that was recently parked 
at the school for the afternoon during 
school safety week. Fireman, Mike 

Turner spent time with the students 
sharing information about the fi re 
truck and fi re safety during his visit. 
All other grades had the opportunity 
to learn about and explore the truck as 
well. 

TES News

Each fall bus safety is a high prior-
ity for students at Topeka Elementary. 
Bus driver, Barb Geng is shown with 
kindergarten students explaining to 
them the proper way to cross in front 
of a bus. Driver Jessica Mitchell also 
helped with the safety instruction. 

Bus Safety

Each fall, Topeka veterans Mr. 
Schlabach and Mr. Th ompson work 
with the school’s fourth graders to 
teach them the reasons for honoring 
and protecting the American and In-
diana fl ags as well as proper etiquette 
in handling fl ags. Th e 4th graders then 
take on the responsibility for putting 
up and bringing down the fl ags each 
day. Shown are Mr. Schlabach and Mr. 
Th ompson with some of the 4th grade 
students. 

Flag Training

Walking Wednesdays are a dedi-
cated day each month where students 
walk laps to accumulate steps toward a 
mile. Laps are accounted for during the 
am and noon recess as well as an addi-
tional afternoon walking time specifi c 
to these days. For each mile (4 laps) 
the students receive a foot charm for 
their charm necklaces. Other charms 

can be earned during the year as well 
for things such as being a good friend, 
showing responsibility, doing the right 
thing, etc. Th e students are shown 
on the fi eld where the laps are made 
and also shown is PE teacher, Tracey 
Wohlers explaining the procedure to a 
student. 

Walking Wednesdays
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Westview Junior High

Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Th e Westview Jr. High boys cross 
country team won the Manchester In-
vitational on Saturday. Placing for the 
warriors were Brandon Schwartz 2nd, 
Noah Bontrager 4th, Braidon Schwartz 
6th, Brian Miller 12th, Jethro Bontrag-
er 16th, Cole Bontrager 21st, and Asher 
Kennedy 40th. Th is is the 9th consecu-
tive year the Westview boys have won 
the Manchester Invitational.

Th e Westview Jr. High girls cross 
country team placed 4th at the Man-
chester Invitational. Placing for the 
lady warriors were Lynette Miller, 
6th, Kiana Mast 15, Gwen Owesly 24, 
Annagail Warrener 32, Memphis Bon-
trager 33, Adelyn Rainsberger 37, and 
Jasmine Litton 39. 

JH Cross Country 
Manchester 
Invitational

Th e Westview Jr. High boys’ cross 
country team won the West Noble 
Invitational with a score of 54 points 
while the boys’ JV team placed 10th. 
Th e Westview Jr. High girls’ cross 

country team placed 7th at the West 
Noble Invitational while the Westview 
Jr. High JV girls’ team placed 8th. 
Great job Warriors! 

Photo submitted.

JH Cross Country West Noble Invitational

Meadowview Elementary

Th ere has been lots of learning tak-
ing place in Mrs. Besser’s second grade 
classroom at Meadowview! Students 
use their ‘Compare and Contrast’ glass-
es to fi nd what is the same and what is 
diff erent in their stories. Kaleb Cupp is 
busy practicing his keyboarding skills. 
Students practice fi nding the missing 
addend by using a related math fact in 
the card game “Subtract-O”. 

Compare & Contrast with Mrs. Besser

Social Distance 
Picnic Lunch
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instructions. “Build at home” kits 
can be ordered for $25 as well. You 
must RSVP for a take-home kit as 
well. Space is limited! Hosted by 
LaGrange County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. 

RSVP by October 14 to (260) 
463-4022 or larnold@lagrange-
county.org. LIMITED SPACE!

Breakfast with the Birds and 
Maple Syrup Taste Test 

October 21 & October 24, 
10:00 – 11:00 am 

Maple Wood Nature Center 
(outside by the campfi re)

  Finally! Join Nature Leslie for 
a sweet morning. Th is is resched-
uled from March. We will taste test 
all the diff erent grades of syrup and 
discuss why syrup comes in diff er-
ent colors. Go home with recipes! 
RSVP to Leslie Arnold at (260) 463-

4022. LIMIT OF 25 each day.

MONTHLY
Make - n - Take Crafts 

Second Saturday, October 10, 10:00 am - 
2:00 pm. Come anytime! 

Maple Wood Nature Center

Leaf Rubbings 
Easy nature crafts for the entire 

family! Free of charge (donations 
appreciated).

Maple Wood Fiber Guild 
Second Wednesday, October 14, 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 
Maple Wood Nature Center
Open to anyone and any kind 

of fi ber art! Bring a project to work 

Park News
All LaGrange County Offi  ces 

will be closed Monday, October 
12 for Columbus Day.

In accordance with the La-
Grange County Health Department, 
you must wear a mask inside Park 
offi  ces and buildings. You must also 
wear a mask if you are outdoors 
and cannot keep a 6-foot distance 
from strangers. Th e trail system at 
Maple Wood is temporarily closed 
due to storm damage. Please check 
our website, or call, for trail condi-
tions.  Th e Dallas Lake Park Offi  ce 
is open regular business hours and 
all beaches, playgrounds, shelters, 
and lodges are open. Remember 
that maple syrup may be purchased 
at both Maple Wood Nature Center 
and the Dallas Lake Park Offi  ce. 

Hunter’s Education Courses
October 9-10: Dallas Lake Park - 161827 
October 23-24: Pine Knob Park - 161828 

https://www.register-ed.com/
events/view/ 

To register, add the class num-
ber listed to the end of the web 
address above.

Birdhouse Build
October 17, 9:30 – 11:30 am 

ParGil Natural Resource Learn-
ing Center, 2335 N State Road 9, 
LaGrange, IN. 

Learn how to be a “Bluebird 
landlord” and build a Peterson-style 
bluebird house. We will use ce-
dar. Cost is $25 - this includes the 
pre-cut lumber, hardware, and 

on. Bring your own sack lunch and 
snacks. Donations for the Parks is 
appreciated. 

RSVP to Leslie Arnold at (260) 
363-4022. 

Quilt Classes
October 17, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Maple Wood Nature Center
“Courthouse Steps”

Courthouse Steps is a timeless 
pattern many make for their fi rst 
quilt. It can be done very scrappy or 
it can be sewn in a planned color-
way. It is a variation of the popular 
log cabin pattern. 

Registration is required. 
Instructions are provided upon 
registration. To register, call 260-
854-2225, or email lagrangecoun-
typarks@yahoo.com. Fee is $25 ($5 
is given back to Parks). Contact the 
instructors Julia Wolheter, 260-
367-1449 or Ira Johnson, 260-367-
1438 for information.

.  

Sewing Group
Wednesday, October 28, 

9:30 am - 3:30 pm.  -  PENDING
Maple Wood Nature Center
Bring your sewing machine. Get 

help on current, or unfi nished proj-
ects. Bring a sack lunch and your 
own snacks. $5 donation for Parks. 

RSVP to Linda Grobis at (260) 
351-3609. 

Folk Jams - Postponed 
Th e Folk Jams have been 

postponed until further notice. 
Please contact Erv Troyer at (260) 
463-2247, for updates about the 
program. 
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8th Grade Volleyball

1) Kayla Gordon moves into position 

to bump the ball to a teammate.

2) Grace Heyerly sends the ball back to 

the East Noble court.

3) Madison Penick goes low and keeps 

East Noble from gaining a point.

Sports photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more are available for 

purchase at photos.lagwana.com.

21 3

Sponsored by TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.
TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.

7
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Boys Tennis
Sponsored by

“Fine Food & Fellowship”

Topeka, IN

1) Will Clark stretches to keep the ball  
in play.

2) Elijah Hostetler returns the ball with a 
powerful swing.

3) Isaac Rogers serves to his Fairfi eld 
opponent.

4) Isaiah Hostetler goes low to return the 
volley from his Fairfi eld opponent.

5) Brady Hostetler delivers a powerful 
serve to his Fairfi eld opponent.

5

2

3

1

Sports photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more are available for

 purchase at photos.lagwana.com.

4

5
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• Indiana Licensed Pesticide Applicator •

Weed Control

Insect Control

Lawn Fertilization

Residential & Commercial

Chad Miller, owner
7330 W. 250 N.
Shipshewana, IN 46565

260.499.0132

FREE
ESTIMATES

RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More

Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5

25 years of experience

PlumbingPlumbing
&&

ElectricalElectrical
No job too big or too small!

Arlyn Miller (260) 463-1672

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & � ursday: 9-5

Renew Hope Counseling, Inc.

Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist
(260) 585-7847

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange 

Topeka Physicians, Topeka
Marion Mennonite Church, Shipshewana

Individual, Family, Pre-Marital & Adolescent Counseling

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange;
Topeka Physicians, Topeka;
Marion Christian Fellowship, 
Shipshewana
Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & 
Family � erapist
260-585-7847

My passion is helping individuals 
& families fi nd renewed hope in 
their lives through confi dential 
& professional counseling.
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JH BOYS SOCCER - RED
2020 Junior High Boys Soccer Red Team: Back (left to right): Jayden Jones, Jaxon Engle, Max Engle, Jack Massey, and Bentley Ryall. Middle: Dylan 
Schrock, Jacob Watts, Gavin Engle, and Kaine Reinhold. Front: Ian Bontrager, Dallas Yoder, Darin Schlabach, Kaiden Miller, and Brett Springer.

Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

JH BOYS SOCCER - GOLD
2020 Junior High Boys Soccer Gold Team: Back (left to right): Gurmy Al Gurmi. Dom Sweet, Omar Saleh, Hudhaifa Almhn, Kaiden Schrock, and Coach 
Allen Bontrager. Front: Kaden Hostetler, Jackson Vaughn, Abrahim Alrasheed, Aiden Norberg, Dylan Schrock, and Carson Niccum. Not Pictured: Boe 
Helmuth, Majid Omer, Bryan Castenada, Sam Miller, and Austin Mullins.  Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

Hardware

Topeka Clinic
Dr. John Egli
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2190 S 900 W Topeka, IN 46571 | 260.768.7800

Bring your planters 
and we’ ll plant them for you!

Our Fresh Cut Flower Business is 
changing owners.  We will be open at 

2190S 900W, Topeka 
until October 31, 2020.

Greenhouse & Nursery

~ New Owner ~
Floral Gems will open for business on 

December 1, 2020 
At 10825W 500S, Millersburg, IN 46543

Barbara Bontrager - 574-642-0672
For:  cut f lower & candy bouquets • house 

plant arrangements • wedding orders

Our Green House & Nursery 
 Tropical Plants

will continue as before.  
Thanks to all our wonderful customers!
We look forward to serving you in 2021!

Glen & Nora Yoder & Family

101 N. Main St. Topeka, IN  • 260-593-2252

• Get tested now at Topeka Pharmacy • Walk-ins Welcome! 

Flu or Strep Throat?

All prescription treatments will 
be at the discretion of your 

primary care provider.

Think you may have the

By Emily Vandevander

Clueless
Crossword
Solution

Sponsored by

      We are looking for sponsors 
for the Clueless Crossword, a 

new advertiser each time. Call 
for more details! 260-463-4901.

 to the puzzle on page 18.

         F R O S T   T 
       E   A     H  R 
       X   I   L E A V E S
  H  E N C O U R A G E  I  A 
  A    E     H   L  T 
  I    S     O   S   
 C L O U D S     S   T   
  S    I   F  T   O   
  T    V   A     N   
  O    E X C L U S I V E   
  R       L  O      
  M A S T      I      
         F O L K     

It’s A Fact!
Penguins Can Swim 

REALLY Fast!
Even though they are awkward 
on land, once in the water, 
penguins are extremely fast! 
For example, some Penguins 
can swim up to 22 mph! 

30 The Hometown Treasure · October ‘20



In an age when conventional 
wisdom said, “Go West, Young Man”, 
a young man from the west came east. 
Th at young man was Riley Leander 
Case. It is a long way from his birth-
place in Albany, Oregon, to Shipshe-
wana, Indiana; about 2,300 miles to be 
more exact. What brought the fam-
ily to Indiana is not clear, but by the 
1910 census, fourteen-year-old Riley 
Leander Case called LaGrange County 
home. What is abundantly clear is that 
no one had as great of a role in making 
Shipshewana the high school equiva-
lent of Purdue University, in the fi eld 
of agriculture, than Riley L. Case.

Th ere is not a lot of information 
about Case’s early years, which only 
gives rise to numerous questions. We 
do know that Riley Leander Case was 
born on February 25, 1896, in Albany, 
Oregon, to Riley C. Case and Mary 
Eshelman Case. Riley and Mary had 
moved to Oregon in 1891 as home-

steaders. What transpired over the 
next few years is veiled in history, but 
by the 1900 census they were again 
living in Johnson Township here in 
LaGrange County. 

Th e 1888 History of LaGrange 
County (page 328) does provide some 
interesting Case family history that 
explains how the family came to La-
Grange County and why Riley’s middle 
name was Leander. Riley’s grandfather 
was Zopher Case Jr., the grandson 
of Capt. Charles Case one of George 
Washington’s bodyguards during the 
Revolutionary War. Zopher Jr.’s father, 
Zopher Case Sr., was a Major in the 
War of 1812. In 1836, the Case family 
settled in Johnson Township following 
the death of Zopher Sr. Riley’s grandfa-
ther, Zopher Jr., married Nancy High-
bargin in 1838. Th ey had 10 children (5 
boys, 5 girls), the oldest of which was 
named Leander. Following the death of 
his wife in 1866, Zopher married Anna 
Smith in 1868 with whom he would 
have four more children. Th e oldest 
was Riley Carlin Case. We can only 
speculate, but there must have been a 
special relationship between the half-
brothers because Riley C. named his 
son Riley Leander.

Riley’s grandfather was also very 
fi nancially successful. Th e 1888 History 
describes Zopher Case Jr. as, “a repre-
sentative of the self-made man.” He be-
gan with nothing, at the age of twelve, 
working for $3.00 a month. By labor 

and economy, he has acquired one of 
the largest and fi nest stock farms in 
the county, and at present owns 800 
acres, having given the remainder to 
his children. He is an enterprising citi-
zen, a Democrat, and a member of the 
Masonic fraternity of Wolcottville.” 

After completing his early educa-
tion in Wolcottville, graduating in 
1914, Riley L. attended Purdue Uni-
versity’s School of Agriculture. Case’s 
World War I draft card dated June 5, 
1917, lists him as a student at Purdue. 
It also describes him as tall with dark 
brown eyes and having dark brown 
hair. Following his graduation from 
Purdue in 1918, Riley spent the next 
two years working on the farm with 
his father, then it was off  to Grafton, 
North Dakota, to teach school before 
returning to the area.

Th e LaGrange County Centennial 
History 1828 – 1928 (page 103) devotes 
several paragraphs to Case’s contri-
bution to Shipshewana High School. 
“Shipshewana High School is one of 
40 high schools in the state of Indi-
ana which followed the agricultural 
colleges in having a department in the 
school for instruction in both the sci-
ence and practical part of agriculture. 
In the fall of 1921, this department 
in the Shipshewana high school was 
established by the then trustee, H. J. 

H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E

by Harold D. Gingerich

Ri� y L. C� e
Educator, Extension Agent, and Extraordinary Man1
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Bontrager. He employed Riley L. Case, 
who is a graduate in the school of ag-
riculture in Purdue University and Mr. 
Case has been re-employed from year 
to year since that time, with the excep-
tion of two years, and is now in charge 
of that department.” 

“He instructs the boys in the sci-
ences applicable to agriculture, which 
consist of chemistry, biology, and 
botany, and also instructs them in ag-
riculture as a science.” Th eir classroom 
instruction was followed by practical 
application during the summer months 
under Case’s supervision. “Th ere is an 
average attendance in this department 
annually of between 15 and 30 and 
at the present time there are 26 now 
doing practical work on farms under 
Mr. Case’s supervision. Th is work 
has resulted in improved strains of 
seed corn being brought on the farm, 
standard bred poultry fl ocks replacing 
the mongrel fl ocks, the foundations 
of excellent dairy herds, and excellent 
swine herds have been started through 
this work.” 

Case was the principal and the vo-
cational teacher at Shipshewana High 
School for 13 years. He earned his mas-
ter’s degree from Indiana University in 
1929. writing his thesis on Th e Status 
of Smith-Hughes Agriculture Teachers 
in Indiana. Th e Smith-Hughes Act of 
1917 set aside federal dollars for high 
schools to off er vocational education in 
agriculture, trades, and homemaking. 
In June of 1932, Case’s leadership was 
recognized by his fellow agriculture 
educators when he was elected the 
president of the Vocational Teachers’ 
Association of Indiana at the group’s 
meeting at Purdue University. 

On December 26, 1931, Riley Case 
married Edna Burkhalter in her home-
town of Berne, Indiana. Where they 
met and fell in love is yet to be dis-

covered. Th eir marriage 
would span 50 years and 
welcome the birth of four 
children, three daughters 
Ann Louise (Ulmer) in 
1938, Mary Sue (Ryan) in 
1940, Nancy Gay in 1943 
who lived but two days, 
and a son Riley B. Case in 
1933. Edna died on May 
31, 1982.

 It was individuals 
like Riley Case, and his counterpart in 
Topeka, Edgar Franklin, who played 
a vital role in the establishment of 
LaGrange County’s 4-H program. For 
years, Corn School had been the place 
where livestock, produce, and other 
items commonly associated with the 
4-H Fair were shown and judged. It was 
Riley L. Case who coordinated boys and 
girls club activities across the county, 
all the while receiving no additional 
fi nancial compensation. On August 23, 
1935, during the height of the Great 
Depression, a County 4-H Achievement 
Day was held in Howe with awards be-
ing handed out. Th e fi rst-place division 
winners received 75 cents and second 
place 50 cents. 

 Th ings really began to change 
when Riley Case was named Purdue’s 
LaGrange County Agent on July 28, 
1937. Case would serve in that capac-
ity for the next 27 years. In 1937, 
according to the annual report, there 
were 254 in school and 37 out of 
school young people enrolled in 4-H in 
LaGrange County. In the Shipshewana 
area, Miss Pauline Metz and R.D. Lutz 
were the leaders with 22 girls and 18 
boys enrolled in 4-H. Miss Lucille Peck 
and Edgar Franklin were the Topeka 
leaders. Topeka’s 4-H enrollment was 
24 girls and 26 boys. 

 Riley L. Case’s life was one of 
faith, faithfulness, and public service. 

He died on December 31, 1988, at the 
age of 92. Th e funeral, conducted by 
his son, Rev. Riley B. Case, was held 
at the First United Methodist Church 
in LaGrange, where he was a member, 
with burial in the Woodruff  Cemetery. 
His obituary that appeared in the 
January 2, 1989, issue of the South 
Bend Tribune gives us a glimpse into 
the character and stature of the man. 
“He was a charter member of LaGrange 
Rotary Club, past district governor of 
Rotary International, past president 
of LaGrange Rotary Club, LaGrange 
County Republican Central Committee, 
affi  liated with Mental Health Associa-
tion, American Association of retired 
Persons, LaGrange County Historical 
Society, and Senior citizens. In 1972 
he was a delegate at the Jurisdictional 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Churches.”

 Th is community, this county, 
owes so much to people like Riley L. 
Case. Th ey were not perfect, but they 
did set an example of service beyond 
themselves. Th eir memory is to be hon-
ored and never forgotten. I regret that 
I did not have the privilege of know-
ing this remarkable man. If you did, 
consider yourself fortunate.  

Th is article sponsored by

Case's World War I Draft Card2
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JH BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
2020 Junior High Boys Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Coach Erin Bontrager, Asher Kennedy, Brandon Schwartz, Brian Miller, Braidon 
Schwartz, Jethro Bontrager, and Coach Don Williams. Front: Milan Miller, Austin Schlabach, Daniel Yoder, Cole Bontrager, Alex Yoder and Noah Bontrager. 
Not Pictured: Curtis Miller.   Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

JH GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
2020 Junior High Girls Cross Country Team: Back (left to right): Coach Erin Bontrager, Jasmine Litton, Adelyn Rainsberger, Gwen Owsley, Annagail 
Warrener, Hannah Miller, and Bailey Manns. Front: Memphis Bontrager, Lynette Miller, Eden Mauck, Gloria Miller, Kiana Mast, Leigha Schrock, Coach Don 
Williams. .  Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by
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SHIPSHE
NUTRITION

ENERGY BOMBS
4 Carbs, 20 Calories, Sugar Free, Vitamin B & C for Mental Clarity

SMOOTHIES
13-15 Carbs, 155-250 Calories, 21 Vitamin & Minerals, 17-24 gm Protein

FAT BURNER
Helps control hunger and decrease body fat

Located at Shipshewana Fitness Center
505 E. North Village Dr.

260-768-4705
* Fitness Membership Not Required

New!!!
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F E AT U R E D  A D V E R T I S E R

Make Ace Your Place 
for Hardware

I confess the advertising worked; 
their jingle is stuck in my brain, “Ace 
is the place with the helpful hardware 
man!” Th ere is a reason why successful 
retail advertisers use musical jingles 
to sell their products or promote their 
store. In reality it is the music, the 
jingle, that triggers something in our 
head reminding us where to shop. But 
when it comes to Ace Hardware in To-
peka, it is not some clever commercial 
that keeps customers coming back, it’s 
Lyn Stutzman and his incredibly help-
ful staff .

For over 100 years, going back to 
the days when the town was known as 
Hawpatch, there has been a hardware 
store on the East side of North Main 

Street serving the needs of Topeka resi-
dents. In those early years, in addition 
to hardware, there were such things 
as farm equipment, coal, furniture, 
and cars, as well as Studebaker wagons 
sold at that location. At one point the 
Greenawalt Brothers used the building 
to off er both furniture sales and an un-
dertaker service. Evidently the Green-
awalt brothers thought that couches 
and coffi  ns weren’t all that diff erent; 
after all both do serve a purpose. And 
just in case you are interested, the 
elevator that once moved couches and 
coffi  ns from the fi rst fl oor to the sec-
ond is still in operation. 

Th ere is some question as to ex-
actly when the building at 118 North 

Main Street was constructed. Th e fi rst 
owner was most likely Elva Parks who 
operated a hardware and furniture 
store as late as 1906. Parks is best 
remembered for building the Parks 
Building in 1906, a three-story struc-
ture that still stands on the south-
west corner of the town’s square. Lyn 
Stutzman, who purchased the business 
with his wife Lisa in 2002 says, “I was 
told that it was built in the 1880s, but 
that is just word of mouth.” 

Over the years the building has 
had numerous owners such as the 
Seagly Brothers in 1910, Arthur and 
Walter Greenawalt, and two sets of 
Christner brothers. In 1989, after it sat 
empty for several years, Mervin 

By Harold D. Gingerich

1
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Bontrager, Ed Bontrager, and Ben 
Eicher, the owners of Town & Country 
Hardware in Shipshewana, converted 
it back to a hardware store. 
Th e trio operated the busi-
ness until 1992, when Eich-
er bought out the others. 
Eicher continued to operate 
the business until 2002, 
when it was purchased by 
the current owners, Lyn 
and Lisa Stutzman.

Stutzman says that 
there has been a lot of 
change over the past 18 
years. “Technology has 
been the biggest,” Lyn 
noted. “Years ago, the only 
internet we had available was dial-up 
and it was so slow you couldn’t do any-
thing.” Today with high speed internet, 
all the store’s inventory is ordered 
online. Lyn chuckled and said, “If we 
don’t have the item a customer needs 
in the store I can go online; and I’ll do 
my best to get it for them!” 

Ace Hardware in Topeka is also a 
great place to buy top quality Benjamin 
Moore paint. “I had been looking on 
my own for a better quality paint for us 
to carry,” Lyn said, “so I was very happy 
when Ace’s corporate made the switch 
to Benjamin Moore on January 1st 

of this year.” No matter what 
shade or tint you are looking 
for, the folks at Ace Hardware 
are ready to help you fi nd that 
perfect match to your color 
scheme.

Th e Covid-19 pandemic 
has presented its own set of 
challenges. “We have always 
been aware of the essential 
nature of the hardware 
business,” Stutzman says. 
“In the days just prior to 

the nationwide shutdown I 
pulled my staff  together to discuss the 
uncertainty of what was to come. Dur-
ing that discussion, I gave each one the 

opportunity to take time off  if they felt 
uncomfortable with the risk. Each one 
continually chose to be here to serve 
the community …and 
(they) have performed 
heroically. Th ey 
deserve an immense 
amount of credit for 
that. In these days 
we have put our 
faith in the Lord, 
daily praying for His 
protection over our 
‘work family’. He 
has continued to be 

more than faithful, and for that we are 
extremely grateful!” 

Lyn and Lisa have been active in 
Christian ministry for many years 
and are committed to operating their 
business on Biblical principles. Prior to 
purchasing the business, Lyn worked 
with Youth for Christ directing the 
YFC Club at Westview while doing 
construction and remodeling jobs to 
support the family. Th ey also started 
a church in Topeka, Christian Fellow-
ship, which he still pastors.

Th e Stutzmans have two mar-
ried children (Brad and his wife Beth, 
and Karisa and her husband Michael 
Estleman) living in Ft. Wayne, both of 

whom graduated from Westview 
High School. Lyn and Lisa have 
four grandchildren with two 
more on the way. 

When you ask Lyn what he 
wants people to know about Ace 
Hardware of Topeka, his answer 
is simple, “We’re here to serve 
you in every way that we can.” 

Ace Hardware of Topeka 
is located at 118 North Main 
Street in Topeka. Store hours 
are Monday – Friday from 7am 
to 5:30pm and Saturdays from 
7am to 4pm. You can call them 

at (260) 593-2212. And be sure to 
check out their ad in this issue. And 
don’t forget, “Ace is the place”! 

2
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7TH VOLLEYBALL
2020 7th Grade Girls Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): Coach Erica Fair, Kyleigh Hershberger, Ina Miller, and Briana Kaufman. Front: Kylie Singleton, 
Hailey Lambright, Megan Miller, and Lilly Mullet. Not Pictured: Katana Bibbee, and Gretchen Bontrager.  Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

8TH GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
2020 8th Grade Girls Volleyball Team: Back (left to right): Coach Allyse Yoder, Kylie Yoder, Ella Williams, Sydney Posey, and Madison Penick. Front: Kyiah 
Michels, Grace Heyerly, Kayla Gordon, and Lexi Warren.   Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by

Quality 
Floor
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JH GIRLS SOCCER
2020 Junior High Girls Soccer Team: Back (left to right): Dena Yoder, Karlie Schrock, Myra Miller, Madison Grossman, Jalayna Whetstone, and Faith 
Beechy. Middle: Coach Jodi Hostetler, Addison Tester, Janessa Miller, Alyssa Hooley, Olivia Jasso, and Vol. Asst. Ashley Mullett. Front: Olivia Bontrager, 
Aliyah Fry, MaiCee Orozco, Olivia Lehman, and Morgan Rich. Not Pictured: Breann Cory and Janissa Lehman. Photo by Abby Wenger

Sponsored by
TOPEKA 

PHARMACY
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TH E  H U M A N N O S E  C A N 
R E M E M B E R  50,000 

D I F F E R E N T  S C E N TS .

It’s A Fact
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1) Senior Cael Misner reaches the ball before 

his opponent and sends it up the fi eld.

2) Braden Rogers, Freshman races to reach 

the ball fi rst.

3) Junior Abder Alrasheed uses a chest trap 

to gain control of the ball.

4) Senior Drew Litwiller gets the ball to a 

teammate after stopping a goal attempt.

5)  Gramm Egli, Junior looks for an open 

teammate.

6) Freshman Teague Misner watches the ball 

slip past the Prairie Heights goalie for 

Westview’s fi rst goal of the game.

Sports photos by Abby Wenger
� ese photos and more are available for 

purchase at photos.lagwana.com.

Varsity Boys SoccerSponsored by
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Building a New House or 
remodeling an Older One?

paint 
+ 

primer
in one

For Interior & Exterior

With Special Discounts!

Free Delivery! 
* See store for details. 

Fuel surcharge may apply

of Topeka

The Helpful Place!
118 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 338 • Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2212

• Plumbing Supplies

• Galvanized Water Tanks

• Bladder Tanks

• Tub & Shower Units

• Sinks, Toilets, Faucets

• Gas Lines & Fittings

• Housewares

• Hand Tools 

• Power Tools

• Painting Supplies

• Gas Appliances: Water 
Heaters, Furnaces, Heating 
Stoves, Ranges, Refrigerators

• Manabloc Plumbing Systems

• Non- Electric Water 
Conditioners (Softeners)

• Professional Knife Sharpening

We Service Fire 
Extinguishers!

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.

LaGrange County’s Only Locally Owned & Operated Ace

Special Discount on Paint & Primer Clark + Kensington interior 
fl at starting at *$26.99.

*Please call for sale and discount information.

W E  A R E  O P E N  T O  S E R V E  Y O U !
N O R M A L  H O U R S  •  A L L  S E R V I C E S
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