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The Hometown Treasure reserves the right to not print any 
submitted advertisement or press release. Refunds for errors 
on advertising shall be limited to the amount paid for the 
first insertion for such advertising.

Back Row (left to right): Olivia Jasso, Morgan Riegsecker, Mason Clark, Titus Fry, Lora Mast, and Lilly 
Mullet. Front: Alexis Warren, Kylie Singleton, Adrian Bontrager, Hyde Al Yahiri, and Bethany Bontrager. 
Not Pictured: Logan Miller.  Photo Submitted

        Westview Junior High School recognized the above students during the 
month of January for their efforts in academics, hard work in class, caring, 
leadership, citizenship, athletics, or random acts of kindness to others. 

Principal’s Dozen
  WJHS - January 2021

— SUBSCRIPTION RATE —
One Year: $35

— ADVERTISING INFORMATION —

Deadline for April 2021 Issue:
12 noon, Tuesday, March 23
Thursday, March 18 if you need a proof.

April Issue Date is Tuesday, March 30

Discounts for ads running more than once.
Call for details! 260-463-4901
Or email htads@lagwana.com

• Indiana Licensed Pesticide Applicator •

Weed Control

Insect Control

Lawn Fertilization

Residential & Commercial

Chad Miller, owner
7330 W. 250 N.
Shipshewana, IN 46565

260.499.0132

FREE
ESTIMATES

RYAN MILLER • GLEN MILLER  • P: 260.768.7043   F: 260.768.7085   
24HR Field & Road Tire Service: 260.463.1404 • Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5

8200W US 20, Shipshewana, IN 46565

We Do Tires for:
Semis, Trucks, SUV’s

Farm Equipment, Much More

New & Used Tires
Major Brand Tires

Off Brand Tires | Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels | Trailer Wheels 

Brakes | Oil Changes | Suspension 
Ball Joints | Tranny Flushes

Alignments | Much More

The Hometown Treasure
A Monthly Publication by

LaGwana Circulation: 6,000

Serving the towns of Shipshewana, Topeka, & 
the entire Westview School Corporation since 2000.

Mail: P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565
Located at the SE corner of 250N & 850W

Just west of Shipshewana

 Phone: 260-463-4901 • Fax: 260-463-7257  
e-mail: news@lagwana.com

You may call or stop by during office hours:
 Monday - Friday, 8 am-5 pm

Hometown Treasure Staff
Dan Byler, General Manager

Abby Wenger,  
Publication Manager/Layout/Photographer

Esther Wenger, Jolene Yutzy, & Jonathan Scott,
Customer Service

Sharon Herschberger, Office Manager/Proofing

Cyd Woolet, 
Graphic Designer

Emily Vandevander, Clueless Crossword 

Erika Byler, Word Search

Rod Lantz & Cary Peters Sales

— ADVERTISING SIZES & RATES —
 Size width x height Rate
 1/12 page  .................. 23/8" x 23/8" ...............$36

 1/6 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 47/8"
 or (Horizontal)  . 47/8" x 23/8" ...............$70

 1/3 page (Vertical) .. 23/8" x 97/8"
 or (Square) .... 47/8" x 47/8" ............$135

 1/2 page ................... 73/8" x 47/8" ............$192

 2/3 page ................... 47/8" x 97/8" ............$250

 Full Page* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$325

 Inside Front* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$400

 Inside Back* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$400

 Back Cover* ................... 73/8" x 97/8" ............$500
*Full bleed requested on full page ads. Add 5/8" background to all sides.

Discounts available for print-ready artwork 
and/or for running in multiple issues.

Call or email for a complete media kit.

Other sponsorships available. Call for details.
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Student Ambassadors
WHS - January 2021

Naomi’s Candies 
& Cafe

Phone: 260-768-7773

Located in Yoder’s 
Shopping Center

Hrs: Mon - Sat 9 - 4

Sandwiches • Soups • Baked Goods 
Smoothies • Coff ee Drinks

BOGO
Free piece of candy

(limit one piece of candy per coupon)

March Specialty Drink
½ ½½½1/2 OFF Spiced Chia Drinks w/Ad

Dine In • Weekly Specials

Topeka Offi  ce: 260-593-3003

With over 28+ years of experience, we 
specialize in:

• Paver Patios
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Walkways
• Retaining Walls
• Paver Driveways

• Outdoor Living Spaces
• Plant Beds
• Lawns
• Water Features
• Landscape Lighting

Back Row (left to right): Lillian Schlabach, Brandon Tester, and Al (Jason) Al-Faisal. Front: Katrina 
Schwartz, Audrey Taylor, and Leilyn Bradley.  Photo Submitted

      Westview High School has selected six students to receive Student Ambassador 
of the Month honors for January 2021. These outstanding students were selected 
by their teachers for doing a noteworthy accomplishment, a generous act, dis-
playing great improvements or having an outstanding individual achievement. 
Students like these make Westview a great place to attend!    
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Sponsored by

Dale Fry • Licensed & Insured • Cell: 260-336-9364
www.dalesdependablehandyman.com

Searching for clues on how to do your remodeling 
projects? Call Dale. He’s the Right Man for the Job!

Left-Over Letters Spell Out A Message From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at the top and going left to right.

Word Search
 (fi nd all the underlined words) by Erika Byler

___ ___ ___ ,      ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___...

Solution on page 18

 Y Y Y L L U F E P O H S 
 C G E O S W Y E I M A K
 O R I G U S E L L D R L
 M E H T G N B E L E N A
 F N T N O G G H O I E W
 O E I U O N S E W R S D
 R H G E W I E E S T S E
 T H I R D N C Z A T T P
 A S S O C I A T E S A P 
 B G N I V A E L T E E O
 L P E O P R Y D A E R L
 E L P U T T I N G E T F

We have started 
harness training our 
youngest cat. It might be 
a bit silly, but we want to 
try taking her on walks. 
She is very curious and 
has a lot of energy, but 

she would get herself into trouble if 
we let her out alone. Unfortunately 
for her, that means getting used to a 
harness. We started leaving it next 
to her food bowl or on her pillow so 
it smells like her and she associates 
it with good things. When we tried 
putting it on her she just fl opped on 
her side and refused to move, but 
she is much more comfortable now. 
Th e treat she gets when we take it off  
probably helps. Hopefully, when it is 
warm enough that she will not freeze 
her paws off , she will be used to the 
harness and ready to go! 

Party Subs!
Made to Order!*

3 MEATS: Smoked Ham, Oven 
Roasted Turkey Breast, and Sweet 

Lebanon Bologna

2 CHEESES: Colby & Baby Swiss,

And lettuce on a honey-poppy seed bun.

$16.99 ea. feeds 6-8 adults
Purchase multiple subs 
for large group buffets.

*Please give us at least 1 day in advance.

1265 N SR 5 • Shipshewana, IN 46565 • Located on SR 5, just south of the World Famous Shipshewana Flea Market!
Mon. - Fri. 7:30am - 5:30pm • Sat. 7:30am - 4:00pm • Closed Sun.

Serving Suggestion
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Healthy      HealthyHearts Homes

by Brenda Yoder, LMHC, Advocate for Elijah Haven, Speaker, Writer & Life Coach

Lessons from a Year of the Great Pause
March is a mile marker for all of us 

as our lives changed in diff erent ways 

since the coronavirus spread across the 

United States last year. We experienced 

the inconveniences of wearing masks, 

changing plans due to stay-at-home 

orders, and adjusting our work, school, 

or church life. Some of us had big 

changes like health complications, 

loss of activities, celebrations, or even 

the death of someone we love. Our 

community has seen both tragedy and 

blessing. 

Life is like that, even without 

a pandemic. Th e tension of both 

positive and negative experiences 

is in every season of our lives. 

Going through them together the 

last year has accentuated them. 

Perhaps it has made some things 

better because you were not alone in 

how you felt. Or maybe it was more 

diffi  cult because the regular rhythms 

of life were absent.

Our life is in between many things, 

caught in the “and”. Normal and 

unusual. Happy and sad. Relieved and 

anxious. Certain and uncertain. You 

can probably name a few more opposite 

feelings or situations occurring in your 

life. I can. 

Living in the “and” is one thing we 

have learned from the past year. It has 

stretched us. As we approach the one-

year anniversary of the pandemic, here 

are a few more things we have learned. 

1. Hope is something you 

choose. Many experiences brought 

disappointment, discouragement, even 

hopelessness this year. However, if 

we could stand in the future, we could 

look back at our present with an eye 

of hope. We would see the outcomes 

of things we cannot see right now. 

Hope is believing what you cannot 

see. Natural truths such as seasons 

changing, time moving forward, and 

the resiliency of people give me hope 

when I’m not sure of an outcome. Belief 

in God and his goodness give me hope. 

Hope is found in tomorrow and all the 

possibilities it holds. What things give 

you hope?

2. A positive perspective is a 
choice. Just as hope is a choice, so is a 

positive perspective about a situation. 

It does not mean the situation is good, 

it means there is something positive 

to gain or learn from every experience 

we have. A person said recently they 

were restless because they have not 

been able to try new things and fail. 

To them, failure is a learning tool that 

propels you to grow. Most of us think 

of failure as something negative or an 

experience to avoid. Failure can be full 

of growth and positivity. It is all in 

your perspective. 

3. Th ere is a time and season 
for everything. If you simply 

observed nature this year, you 

witnessed the magnifi cence in creation 

around us. Th ere is a season to be 

dormant, to plant, to grow, and 

to harvest. I wonder if Th e Great 

Pause of 2020 was intended for 

humanity to recalibrate. To stop 

the hustle, bustle, materialism, and 

self-centeredness that has defi ned the 

modern world. Perhaps we have needed 

dormancy to look at what is most 

important in our lives, community, 

nation, and world. 

Th ough we may approach March 

with disappointment that we are not 

“back to normal,” fi nd a diff erent 

perspective. Life may never be like it 

was before March of 2020. Th at may be 

a positive thing. Th e challenge is all in 

how we look at it. 

What are positive things you have 

learned in the last year? 

Th is page made possible by
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DAVID SANDS FINANCIAL ADVISOR
902 Lincolnway South * Ligonier, IN 46767   260-894-9912

STEVEN M. WEIGEL FINANCIAL ADVISOR
206 S. Detroit St. * LaGrange, IN  46761 260-463-8473

INVESTMENT STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

SHELDON Q. SHROCK FINANCIAL ADVISOR
120 N Harrison St. * Shipshewana, IN 46565  260-768-4348

SHANNON CLIFTON FINANCIAL ADVISOR
117 N Main St. * Wolcottville, IN 46795  260-854-3116

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

®

7300 N 1000 W • Shipshewana • www.SouthwindFlooring.com • 260.768.4256

High Quality Customer Service • Competitive Pricing
Professional Installation & Free Estimates

SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Come see our extensive stock of carpet & vinyl at affordable prices.

Carpet • Ceramic Tile • Luxury Vinyl Tile
Laminate • Vinyl • Hardwood • Waterproof Flooring

Mon. 8am - 6pm • Tue., Wed., � urs., Fri. 8am - 5pm
Sat. 8am - 12pm • Closed Sunday • Other times by appointment

WE ARE DIY FRIENDLY! Buy materials and install yourself!

Kids 
Club
Birthdays

Kids 
Club

Birthdays

 1 Daron Hochstetler, Faron 
Hochstetler, Jesse Mast 

 2  Raghad Aljaradie, Mason Case, 
Carson Miller, Sophia Miller, 
Warrick Owsley

 3 Ariel Bontrager, Jayna Miller, 
Justin Miller, James Steglich

 4 Isaac Bontrager, Janie Bontrager, 
Addison Gray, Ethan Miller, 
Aiden Slabach, Jaden Slabach

 5 Tyler Brewer, Mahweensa Marks, 
Amber Miller

 6 Tyrone Baccol, Morgan 
Bontrager, Darin Borkholder, 
Jenna Yoder

 7 Nicole Bontrager, Shawn Caldwell

 8 Darin Bontrager, Kendra 
Lehman, Kathy Miller, Genesis 
Perillo, Braylen Treadway

 9 Austin Miller, Mayson Moore, 
Evan Voris

 10 Finley Berkey, Alexis Diehl, 
Kylah Miller, Hudson Moon, 
Wafa Omarouf, Jeremy Otto, Ava 
Wingard

 11 Erika Mast, Carson Niccum, 
Zuriah Reed, Griffi  n Tormanen, 
Kinley Yoder 

12 Jasmine Graber

 13 Jared Miller, Kierra Slabach

 14 Kynzie Kondy, JoLinda Otto, 
Kevin Reinhold

15 Janae Bontrager, Graci Engle, 
Braxton Garten, Molly Grimmer, 
Brandon Miller, Saadia Omar, 
Cole Stutzman, Nora Yoder

16 Adam Alamari, Grace Yoder
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Kids 
Club
Birthdays

Kids 
Club

Birthdays

 17  David Bontrager, Lucas Mullet, 
Edelyn Munoz, Breanna Yoder

 18 Jamie King, Amber Miller, 
Kristal Miller, Riley Sooter

 19 Riley Lambright

20 Tyler Stutzman

 21 Jarrett Dunker, Adrian Frey, 
Lindsey Slabaugh

 22 Willis Hilty, Jada Nissley

 23 Adrian Hershberger, Carver 
Stump, Jerry Troyer

 24 Ibraheem Aldawshan, Derrick 
Martin, Addelyn Miller, Marc 
Schlabach, Noah Schlabach

25 Austin Yoder

 26 Derek Bontrager, Bryce 
Hostetler, Jessica Hostetler, 
Kristen Lambright, Luke Miller, 
Jacob Noe, Kipton Schrock

 27 Emilia Mendoza, Blake Miller, 
Sandra Miller, Kristen Yoder

 28 Ava Bontrager, Jayna 
Bontrager, Anthony Otto, Jared 
Plank

29 Coltin Bontrager, Heidi 
Bontrager, Micah Fry, Darin 
Miller, Keyaira Rennick, Jacob 
Yoder

 30 Alyssa Hochstetler, Kashton 
Martinez, Lachelle Miller, Kaci 
Troyer

31 Kristen Bontrager, Austin 
Martin, Kamron Trump, Leah 
Tuholski

March

Sponsored by

Westview Jr./Sr. High
Quarter 1

High Honor Roll
In addition to the GPA requirements (3.5 or 
above) for High Honor Roll, students must 
be enrolled in at least 5 credit hours and 
have no grades lower than a C-.

Grade 7
Gurmi Al Gurmi, Hyde Al Yahiri, Kara 
Beechy, Kristen Bender, Adrian Bon-
trager, Alyssa Bontrager, Janessa Bon-
trager, Jason Bontrager, Lisa Bontrager, 
Loraine Bontrager, Noah Bontrager, 
Darin Borkholder, Breann Cory, Hunt-
er Egli, Doretta Fry, Eric Fry, Madison 
Grossman, Marla Hochstetler, Ava 
Hostetler, Alyssa Kauff man, Briana 
Kaufman, Brayden Lambright, Hailey 
Lambright, Janell Lambright, Aaron 
Lehman, Ashley Lehman, Austin Leh-
man, Janae Lehman, Janissa Lehman, 
Jenna Lehman, Keith Lehman, Audri-
anna Martin, Lanita Mast, Miley Mast, 
Mykayla Mast, Eden Mauck, Ava Miller, 
Ina Miller, Isaiah Miller, Jacob Miller, 
Jana Miller, Katie Miller, Kevin Miller, 
Kristen Miller, Landon Miller, Logan 
Miller, Megan Miller, Milan Miller, 
Myra Miller, Wendall Miller, Isaac Niss-
ley, Shawn Raber, Aaron Roth, Bentley 
Ryall, Darin Schlabach, Nora Schlabach, 
Jina Slabach, Brett Springer, Alex Troy-
er, Melody Troyer, Jordynn Wasson, 
Annette Whetstone, Jalayna Whet-
stone, Brina Williams, Benjamin Wing-
ard, Elyse Wingard, Angela Yoder, Jared 
Yoder, Kaitlyn Yoder, Katurah Yoder, 
Kurtis Yoder, and Miciah Yoder.

Grade 8
Hussein Aldawshan, Derek Beechy, 
Ashley Bontrager, Cole Bontrager, Ian 
Bontrager, Jethro Bontrager, Lilly Bon-
trager, Michelle Bontrager, Natalie Bon-
trager, Clarinda Byler, Brittney Chupp, 
Mason Clark, Audrey Eash, Jolene Eash, 
Loren Eash, Caden Engle, Gavin Engle, 
Jaxon Engle, Lakota Everitt, Kyle Frey, 
Aaron Fry, Eric Fry, Titus Fry, Micah 
Geyer, Kara Gingerich, Silas Haarer, 
Michael Hargrove, Sara Herschberger, 
Grace Heyerly, Grace Hochstetler, Beau 
Jackson, Olivia Jasso, Asher Kennedy, 
Gwenda Lambright, Jared Lambright, 
Serena Lambright, Sierra Lambright, 

continued on page 13

Parkview 
LaGrange 
Hospital 

Reopens Main 
Entrance

 Th e main entrance at Parkview 
LaGrange Hospital has reopened, 
creating easier access to rehab, surgery 
and imaging departments, as well 
as the outpatient lab and specialty 
clinic. All of these are adjacent to 
the main lobby. Th e main entrance 
was closed for several months, with 
the emergency department entrance 
serving as the hospital’s single access 
point. Th is change allowed the hospital 
to better manage the fl ow of guests 
and accommodate COVID-19 screening 
procedures.

 Th e main entrance will now be 
open 7 am to 5:30 pm Monday through 
Friday. Outside of those hours, all 
patients and visitors should use the 
emergency department entrance. Upon 
arrival at either entrance, patients and 
visitors will be screened for COVID-19 
symptoms, and everyone is required to 
wear a face mask inside the hospital. 
As a reminder, the café remains closed 
to the public, and visitors are not 
permitted to wait in the lobby.

Th e hospital also continues to 
follow visitor restrictions, with two 
adult visitors per patient permitted 
from 8 am to 8 pm daily in most 
inpatient departments. Only one 
visitor at a time (per patient) will be 
allowed in the hospital. For details 
on visitor restrictions, visit parkview.
com/visitorupdates and click on 
Parkview LaGrange Hospital.  
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LaGrange County LibraryLaGrange County Library

Find more information at 
www.lagrange.lib.in.us or call 260-463-2841. Th is page sponsored by

Topeka Branch
133 North Main Street • 260-593-3030

M - F • 1 pm - 5 pm
 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 10 am - 2 pm

Shipshewana Branch
250 Depot St. • 260-768-7444

M - F • 1 pm - 5 pm
 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 10 am - 2 pm

LaGrange - Main Branch
203 West Spring Street • 260-463-2841
M - F • 10:00 am - 12 pm, 2 pm - 6 pm

Saturday 9 am- 12 pm
 Curbside Pickup: M - F • 9 am - 5 pm

Below are the events planned for March 2021.
If you have any questions, please call the library at 260-463-2841 for further information.

Youth Department
Multiple  Branches or Virtual Activities

Virtual Pre-School Story Time 
Facebook • Tuesdays, March  2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 • 10 am  

Th eme • Dr. Seuss

In-Person  Pre-School Story Time
Main •  Tuesday, March 9 • 10 am (MUST register by March 2)
Topeka • Tuesday, March 9 • 1 pm (MUST register by March 2)

Shipshewana • Tuesday, March 16 • 1 pm (MUST register by March 9)
Th eme • Dr. Seuss

New Activity Bags out for Pick-up
All Locations • Monday, March 1 • Dr. Seuss Birthday Bags 

Monday, March 8 • CD Animals
Each bag contains activity sheets and a simple craft for 2 children.

Limited  supplies  available.

Home School Group (Limited Registration)
Main • In-Person • Wednesday, March 10 • 10 am

Shipshewana • In-Person • Wednesday, March 10 • 1 pm
Main • In-Person and Zoom • Friday, March 12 • 10 am

Topeka • In-Person • Friday, March 12 • 1 pm
Th eme • Making your own bouncy balls

Space is limited.  Must register by March 3.
Call for details for March 12 (10 am) Zoom session.

Teen Advisory Group (TAG) (Limited Registration)
Main • In-Person • Th ursday, March 11 • 4 pm

Th eme • Colored Sand Paintings 
Space is limited. Must register by Th ursday, March 4.

STEM (Limited Registration)
Shipshewana • In-Person and Zoom • Wednesday, March 17 • 4 pm  

Th eme • Leap into Science - Lights and Shadows
Call for Zoom session details.

Space is limited.  Must register by Wednesday, March 10.

Art (Limited Registration)
Topeka • In-person and Zoom • Wednesday, March 24 • 4 pm  
 Th eme • Rain watercolor resist. Ages: Kindergarten - Grade 5

Call for Zoom session details.
Space is limited. Must register by Wednesday, March 17.

Adult Interest
LaGrange Branch

Gentle Flow Yoga with Farra
Mondays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 • 10:15 - 11:15 am
Th ursdays, March 4, 11, 18, and 25 • 10:15 - 11:15 am

Please bring a yoga mat if you have one. Or, you may bring a rug or a blanket 
instead. Th e fi rst class is free! For each further class a $5 donation is suggested. 

Social distancing is observed. 
Masks are required but may be removed once you sit at your mat. 

Space is limited. Call 260-463-2841 to register. 

Hillsdale College Free Online Course
"An Introduction to C. S. Lewis:

Writings and Signifi cance"
Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 • 2 pm

Nine weeks, nine 30 minute lectures. No prerequisites, non-credit.
Call 260-463-2841 x1030 to register.

Make-N-Take
Clay Pots Wreath

Wednesday, March 10 • 6 pm
 Participants will make a wreath with miniature clay pots, greenery, and other 

items to welcome Spring!  Cost is $20 per person.
Masks are required, but may be removed once you sit at your workspace.

Space is limited. Registration and deposit of $10 required by Monday, March 1. 

Second Saturday Book Club
Saturday, March 13 • 11 am

Th is month’s book is “Th e Calculating Stars” by Mary Robinette Kowal.
Copies of the book are available at the main library’s 

Adult Information Desk. Masks and social distancing required.

Painting Class with Carl Mosher • Tropical Moonlight
Friday, March 19 • 1 - 4 pm

Even if you have never painted before, you will be amazed at what you are 
capable of! Carl will supply all materials. Ages 12+. 

Cost: $25 per person, payable at the class. 
Classes fi ll fast so register soon at 260-463-2841 ext. 1030.

(Facebook - m.facebook.com/lagrangelibraryindiana)

Th e following health and safety measures are currently in force at all library locations:

•  Masks must be worn by patrons and staff  at all times in the buildings.

•  Social distancing will be observed.

•  Children are allowed in the library if accompanied by an adult and must wear a mask if over 2 years old.

• Computers and study rooms are available for one-hour sessions by appointment only. 
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Mystery Farm
CONTEST

March Contest Sponsored by

Th e Connection and LaGwana

OVER $50 WORTH OF PRIZES!
1st Prize:  Th e Connection, Topeka, 1 Year Sub-
scription, lighted pen, notepad set, and a copy of Th e 
Honeyville Journal from LaGwana Printing.
2nd Prize(s)*: Lighted pen, notepad set, and Th e 
Honeyville Journal from LaGwana Printing.
3rd Prize(s)*: Th e Honeyville Journal.

*Additional 2nd and 3rd prizes will be awarded for 
every 50 entries over 100 received.
RULES:
1) Identify farm shown by owner’s name, by ad-

dress, or by road and nearest intersecting road.

2) Mail to Hometown Treasure - Mystery Farm,
 P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565.
 Please include your name and address.
3) Entry deadline: March 16, 2021.
      Allow time for mail delivery.

4) Winners will be drawn and prizes mailed.

5) Correct entries listed in our next issue!

There were 48 correct entries this month. Others that guessed correctly were: Norman H. Miller, Dan 
& Loretta Miller, Albert & Mary Mullet, Nathan & Linda Wingard, Lorraine Miller, Kenton & Katy 
Schmucker, Vernon & Kathryn Yoder, Leroy & Darlene Schrock, Leland & Irene Lehman, Lavon & 
LaVerda Miller, Wayne & Dorothy Bontrager, Larry & LeEtta Eash, Nathan & Norma Yoder, Fannie M. 
Miller, Crist & Sara Miller, Jr & Esther Beechy, Mervin H. Miller, Harely & Marsha Miller, Pete & Mary 
Barkman, Eli & Ruth Miller, Marion & Waneta Miller, Norman & Darla Lehman, Susie D. Miller, Dave 

& Lorene Beechy, Vernon & Mary Edna Miller, 
Matt & Eva Yoder, Glen & Carolyn Lambright, 
Laverne & Dorothy Whetstone, Harry W. & 
Marlene Miller, Anita Lambright, JohnJay 
& LeAnna Kurtz, Danny & Naomi Troyer, 
Andrew & MaryAnna Whetstone, Devon & 
Dora Lehman, Lyle & Katie Yoder, Wilma Jean 
Fry, Orley & Wonda Miller, John & Lorene 
Kurtz, Harvey & Martha Miller, Mary Ellen & 
LeAnna Miller, Mary Miller, Amos Jay & Ida 
Anna Miller, Kevin & Elaine Mullet, James 
& Marlene Miller, Wilbur & Susie Hostetler, 
Cletus & Rosetta Miller, & Fritz & Norma 
Bontrager.

Wilma Schrock of 8370W, Topeka, correctly  identifi ed last issue’s farm as being owned 
by Davie V. & Lorene Miller, 6600S 300W, Topeka. Congratulations! She won a $25 Gift 
Certifi cate from Tiff any’s Restaurant, a lighted pen, a notepad set, and a copy of Th e Honeyville 
Journal from LaGwana Printing. Second prize went to Lamar & Leora Troyer of 600W, Topeka. 
Th ird prize went to Harvey & Martha Miller of 300W, Topeka.

                                                                                                         
Join us for the 4th annual 

benefi t pancake breakfast at 
Miller Family Sugarbush. 

We will be serving 
pancakes, sausage and of 
course FRESH MAPLE SYRUP!

FRESH MAPLE SYRUP

Pancake Breakfast!     574-304-3805

 Orland Miller • 3590N SR 5 • Shipshewana, IN •46565

Enjoy your breakfast and 
watch us boil sap!!

Saturday, March 13 Saturday, March 13 •• 7 to 10:30 am  7 to 10:30 am 

Flu, or Strep Throat?
• Get tested now at Topeka Pharmacy • Walk-ins Welcome! 

All prescription treatments will be at the discretion of your primary care provider.

Think you may have the

101 N. Main St. 
Topeka, IN

FREE COVID-19 VACCINES • Rapid 15 Minute Antigen COVID 19 Tests ($95) 
Wondering if you have COVID antibodies in your system? We now have COVID-19 Antibody tests in stock

Please contact Topeka Pharmacy for availability and to schedule an appointment 
or go to https://topekapharmacy.clientsecure.me/

260-593-2252

MARCH 14
2:00 am.

Daylight Savings Time BEGINS

Move your 
clocks AHEAD 
one hour
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Name: _________________________________________________________ Age: __________________

Coloring Contest: kids age 6 and younger. Sponsored by Tiff any’s in Topeka this month! Winner gets a FREE 
ICE CREAM TREAT OF CHOICE at Tiff any’s. � e Winning Drawings will be on display. ALL PARTICIPANTS 
claim your drawing for A FREE ICECREAM CONE at Tiff any’s in April. Mail submission to: LaGwana, Coloring 
Contest, PO Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. Entry deadline is March 23, 2021.

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

414 E. Lake Street
 Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2988

Tiffany’s
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Smart Choices

Sponsored by

260-593-2252 • 101 N Main. St. • Topeka, IN

Smart Choices
By Cassie Th ain, Pharm D, Topeka Pharmacy

COVID-19 Vaccine Facts
As of January 31, 2021, in the Unit-

ed States there have been more than 26 

million cases of COVID-19 and, of those 

cases, over 439,000 people have died 

from complications of the virus. Th e 

following information about the COVID 

vaccine will help answer some of your 

questions. 

What is COVID-19?
COVID-19 is caused by a virus. 

People with COVID-19 may have mild 

or severe symptoms or may not have 

any symptoms at all. Possible symptoms 

include fever, chills, cough, shortness of 

breath, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 

headache, loss of taste or smell, sore 

throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, 

vomiting, and diarrhea. Some people 

experience long-term eff ects such as 

damage to the lungs, heart, or brain. 

Is the vaccine safe?
Clinical trials were performed 

involving over 30,000 people for the 

Moderna Vaccine and 40,000 people 

for the Pfi zer vaccine. Most patients 

that received the vaccine reported only 

minor, short-term side eff ects. None of 

the participants in either trial died. All 

deaths that have been reported after 

receiving the vaccine have been deter-

mined not to be related to 

the vaccine.

Will the COVID-19 Vaccine give 
me COVID-19?

No, the Moderna and Pfi zer Vac-

cines do not contain the virus and 

cannot give you COVID-19.

Will the vaccine work?
During the trials, the Moderna vac-

cine proved to be 94.1 percent eff ective 

and the Pfi zer vaccine proved to be 95 

percent eff ective in preventing partici-

pants from catching the virus. In addi-

tion, those in the vaccinated group who 

did become ill had less severe symptoms.

What are the side eff ects of the 
vaccine?

Side eff ects that have been reported 

with the Moderna and Pfi zer COVID-19 

Vaccines include: injection site reac-

tions, pain, swelling, redness, fatigue, 

headache, muscle pain, joint pain, chills, 

nausea, vomiting, and fever. Th ere is a 

remote chance that either vaccine could 

cause a severe allergic reaction. A severe 

allergic reaction would usually occur 

within a few minutes to one hour after 

getting a dose of the vaccine. Overall, 

the risks posed by the virus are more 

dangerous than the side eff ects of the 

vaccine.

Topeka Pharmacy is currently 

administering the Moderna Vaccine to 

anyone in the groups that have been 

approved by Indiana State regulations 

and requires two doses separated by 28 

to 42 days. Please call us at 

(260)-593-2252 with any additional 

questions you may have or to schedule 

an appointment. 

H. Honor Roll ... cont. from page 9

Alvin Lehman, JoAda Lehman, Josh-
ua Lehman, Karl Lehman, Janell Mast, 
Kiana Mast, Brian Miller, Caleb Miller, 
Curtis Miller, Derek Miller, Heidi Miller, 
Ida Miller, Jane Miller, LaWayne Miller, 
Leah Miller, MaKayla Miller, Marla Mill-
er, Norma Miller, Sara Miller, Diamond 
Noe, Isaiah Otto, Gwendolynn Owsley, 
Tristan Pearson, Matthew Raber, Mor-
gan Rich, Morgan Riegsecker, Jonathan 
Roth, Alexzander Sanchez, Kyle Schla-
bach, Sharla Schmucker, Kason Schrock, 
Brandon Schwartz, Lindsey Schwartz, 
Dylan Shrock, Matthew Slabach, Sorcha 
Stewart, Sheila Stoltzfus, Amy Troyer, 
Keith Troyer, Alexis Warren, Annagail 
Warrener, Jacob Watts, Ava Williams, 
Ella Williams, Katura Wingard, Ker-
ry Wingard, Laurene Wingard, Megan 
Wingard, Bryan M. Yoder, Bryan R. Yo-
der, Derek Yoder, Erika Yoder, Jacob Yo-
der, John Yoder, Kamden Yoder, Kylie 
Yoder, Nicole Yoder, Tyler Yoder, Velma 
Yoder, and Benjamin Yutzy.

Grade 9
Eli Atra, Caleb Bontrager, Mia Bontrag-
er, Nicholas Bontrager, Hope Bortner, 
Carson Brown, Katie Engelage, Sharla 
Frey, Joshua Heidorn, Luke Helmuth, 
Benton Hershberger, Judson Hersh-
berger, Braden Kauff man, Brady Leh-
man, Kaylin Mahon, Karli Miller, Doug-
las Minix, Christien Noward, Kaitlin 
Nuzum, Luna Osorio, Jacob Peruski, 
Braden Rogers, Wade Springer, Made-
line Stults, Sierra Stump, Kirstin Stutz-
man, Abriana Suddarth, Audrey Taylor, 
Nevaeh White, Mason Wire, Kjersten 
Yater, Melissa Yoder, and Scott Yoder.

Grade 10
Ashwaq Aldhuraibi, Kylen Bender, Ava 
Brown, Brianna Caldwell, Faith Christ-
ner, Ella Clark, Alyssa Collier, Jordan 
Collyer, Alyssa Cory, Kaitlyn Cupp, Skye 
Growcock, Hope Haarer, Austin Hedges, 
Chadwick Hershberger, Ethan Hibbs, 
Savannah Hoover, Isaiah Hostetler, 
Bailey Kenner, Sarah Knabe, Aidan Koe-
hler, Ethan Konkle, Sara Lapp, Evan Lit-
willer, Jaxon May, Adrian Miller, Adrian 
L. Miller, Chase Miller, Gaven Miller, 
Justin Miller, Kamryn Miller, Lyndon 
Miller, Maria Miller, Matthew Mortrud, 
Linda Mullett, Natalie Privett, Lucille 

continued on page 22
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Oak Grove Tax and 
Accounting Service

10% Discount for � rst 15 new clients!
$5 o�  for each client you refer.

Excellence is Our Goal
Service Made Easy

Pick Up and Delivery of Tax Documents

Service you can trust!

John D. Miller
4430W SR 120 • Shipshewana, IN 46565

260-585-0081 • fax 260-408-5674
john@oakgrovetax.com • www.OakGroveTax.com

Starting a new business?
We can help to get your sales tax account set up and take care of � ling your sales tax.

• Sales Tax Returns Filed
• Personal Property Tax Returns
• Financial Coaching

Moved to

New Location

ENERGY BOMBS
4 Carbs, 20 Calories, Sugar Free, 
Vitamin B & C for Mental Clarity

SMOOTHIES
13-15 Carbs, 155-250 Calories, 

21 Vitamin & Minerals, 17-24 gm Protein

FAT BURNER
Helps control hunger and decrease body fat

TRY OUR NEW 
HYDRO MASSAGE BED

Phil and Dorothy Hooley, Owners

Mon.-Thurs. 5:30am - 8:00pm
Fri. 5:30am - 4:00pm 

Sat. 5:30am - 12:00pm

505 E North Village Drive • Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-768-4705

EXERCISE TODAY FOR 
TOMORROW’S HEALTH

Cardio & Strength        Training in 30 Minutes

SHIPSHE
NUTRITION
SHIPSHE
NUTRITION

• Infrared Sauna • Tanning Beds •

Six year old Sadie Elizabeth Beechy of 
1000 W, Shipshewana was our winner for the 
December Coloring Contest. She won a special 
prize at Yoder’s Shipshewana Hardware.

Everyone else that sent in a page can stop 
by Yoder’s Shipshewana Hardware for a prize 
through March. 

Runners-up were Luke Lambright, age 6; 
Janelle Diane Miller, age 5; Tanner Porter, age 
4. Honorable Mentions: Karl Bontrager, age 6; 
Leah Rose Yoder, age 6; Bryan Bontrager, age 
6; Annie Miller, age 6; Karen Sue Herschberg-
er, age 5; Caroline Schlabach, age 5. Check out 
page 12 for this month’s coloring page.

Be SURE to include all your information 
on the coloring page, even your age! ... we don’t 
want you to miss out! Remember, the contest is 
only for children up to six years old. 

Coloring Contest 
WinnersWinners
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Tips On Savings For Retirement
For many of us, a “nest egg” may 

seem like a fantasy. We all realize that 
we should be saving for retirement, 
but many of us are consumed with 
mortgage payments, auto loans, child 
care, tuition, and credit card debt, 
among other expenses. Instead of 
planning for retirement “later,” or 
hedging your bets on social security, 
making a plan now for that nest egg 
will reduce stress and challenges 
down the road. Th e earlier that you 
start saving, the better off  you will 
be. Remember, it is never too late to 
start. Here are a few tips to help you 
kick off  the process of saving for 
retirement!

1.  First things fi rst, pay 
off  any high-interest debt and 
outstanding credit card debt! As 
your credit card balances decrease, 
your momentum and drive will likely 
increase. I recommend checking out 
a personal fi nances calculator to 
determine how long it will take to pay 
off  your credit card(s).

2.  If your employer off ers 
a 401(k) account, be sure to 
participate! You can contribute a 
percentage of each paycheck, before 
taxes, to retirement. For those who 
need a reminder to save regularly, I 
highly recommend this method! Th e 
money is automatically deducted from 
your paycheck, so you do not see it 
and have the opportunity to spend 
it! Many employers off er a matching 
contribution to 401(k) plans. Th is 
means, that they will add money to 
your 401(k). In this case, opting out of 

your company’s 401(k) is like saying no 
to free money! In order to maximize 
this benefi t, you should contribute 
the same percentage of the employer 
match, at a minimum! What if you 
are self-employed or your employer 
does not off er a 401(k)? I recommend 
opening an Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA) or a Roth (IRA). If you 
want to pursue this option, I 

recommendseeking guidance from a 
fi nancial advisor to help you determine 
the right retirement account for your 
needs and your goals!

3.  It may be easier said than 
done, but do not spend more than 
you are making. Our grandparents 
and great-grandparents had the right 
idea when they tucked their grocery 
money into one envelope and their 
gas money into another. Th ey did not 
spend more than they had, and they 
saved up for big-ticket items like cars 
and kitchen appliances. Th ese days, 
we are bombarded with credit cards, 
leasing off ers, etc. “Saving up” is not a 

necessity when you can simple charge 
your purchase, right? I recommend not 
racking up more debt and try your best 
to save money for those luxury items!

4.  Have you considered a 
health savings account? If you are 
enrolled in a High Deductible Health 
Plan, consider a Health Savings 
Account (HSA) to ease healthcare costs 
as you enter retirement. HSAs allow 
you to make tax-free deposits into a 
savings account designed for health-
related expenses. Just like a regular 
savings account, your contributions 

collect interest and grow over time! 
You can pay into an HSA now and 
withdraw for medical costs in your 
older years. Just keep in mind 
that withdrawals for non-medical 

expenses will incur stiff  penalties! 
As the catch phrase goes, do not 

put all of your eggs in one basket. 
Th is certainly applies to your nest 
egg! Take a look at U.S. Savings Bonds 
and treasuries for safe, guaranteed, 
infl ation-linked investments. “Safe” 
investments become more crucial 
as you come close to retirement age. 
Remember it is never too late to start 
saving for retirement. Socking away 
$25 a week, or even $25 every month 
will signifi cantly improve your quality 
of life in retirement while providing 
peace of mind right now! 

Source: Take Charge America, Inc.
---------------
-Like us on Facebook at Purdue 

Extension - LaGrange County 

by Brittney Schori, Extension Educator, Purdue Extension - LaGrange County

M NEYWise
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Building a New House or 
remodeling an Older One?

paint 
+ 

primer
in one

For Interior & Exterior

With Special Discounts!

Free Delivery! 
* See store for details. 

Fuel surcharge may apply

of Topeka

The Helpful Place!
118 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 338 • Topeka, IN 46571

260-593-2212

• Plumbing Supplies

• Galvanized Water Tanks

• Bladder Tanks

• Tub & Shower Units

• Sinks, Toilets, Faucets

• Gas Lines & Fittings

• Housewares

• Hand Tools 

• Power Tools

• Painting Supplies

• Gas Appliances: Water 
Heaters, Furnaces, Heating 
Stoves, Ranges, Refrigerators

• Manabloc Plumbing Systems

• Non- Electric Water 
Conditioners (Softeners)

• Professional Knife Sharpening

We Service Fire 
Extinguishers!

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED.

LaGrange County’s Only Locally Owned & Operated Ace

Special Discount on Paint & Primer Clark + Kensington interior 
fl at starting at *$26.99.

*Please call for sale and discount information.

W E  A R E  O P E N  T O  S E R V E  Y O U !
N O R M A L  H O U R S  •  A L L  S E R V I C E S
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Th ese students dressed as if they were 100 years 
old. Th e students are (left to right) Makayla Sla-
bach, Sara Bontrager, and Kylie Mast.

Ms. Rose’s class made 100-day crowns!

Mrs. H Mast’s class worked on putting together 100 piece puzzles.Celebrating 100
Shipshewana-Scott Elementary celebrated their 100th 

day of school on Wednesday, January 20. Th e students cel-
ebrated in many diff erent ways, including, making 100-day 
crowns, putting 100 piece puzzles together, dressing up and 
pretending to be 100 years old, and thinking about what 
they will do and look like when they are 100 years old.     

 Photos Submitted

Shipshe-Scott Elementary

Bus Safety
Kindergarten and fi rst grade students at Shipshewana-

Scott Elementary participated in a bus safety refresher 
course. While on the bus, they reviewed rules on how to 
stay safe and how to cross in front of the bus. 

Photo Submitted

Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION
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Solution to Clueless 
Crossword is on page XXUse the words listed

to fi ll in the spaces!

Aboveground
Abstracting

Apprehended
Classes

Engarrisons
Evaporators
Sapsrunning
Skaneateles
Sugarmaple
Transductor
Waitpersons

Clueless
Crossword

Want a different way to advertise?      
      We are looking for sponsors for the Clueless Crossword on a month by 
month basis. Emily would be happy to use words to do with your business 
as the words that get put in the puzzle. Call for more details! 260-463-4901.

Solution to Clueless 
Crossword is on pg 46.

by Emily Vandevander

Left-Over Letters
Spell Out A Message

From Erika!
Enter remaining letters starting at 

the top and going left to right.

Solution to puzzle on page 6

C A T   P E O P L E...

B E   T H O S E   W E I R D
Y E S,   W E   M I G H T

 Y Y Y L L U F E P O H S
 C G E O S W Y E I M A K
 O R I G U S E L L D R L
 M E H T G N B E L E N A
 F N T N O G G H O I E W
 O E I U O N S E W R S D
 R H G E W I E E S T S E
 T H I R D N C Z A T T P
 A S S O C I A T E S A P
 B G N I V A E L T E E O
 L P E O P R Y D A E R L
 E L P U T T I N G E T F

Dan Fry & Sons • 260-593-3228
5200 S SR 5, Topeka, IN  46571 • M-F 8-5; Sat. 8-12FRY’S REPAIR SHOPFRY’S REPAIR SHOP  

MARCH 19 - 27, 2021
UP TO 18% OFF SUGGESTD LIST PRICES ON GRAVELY COMMERCIAL ZERO-TURN MOWERS!

Pleasing you pleases us! • Pick Up & Delivery!
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Shipshe-Scott Elementary

Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Second grade students at Shipsh-
ewana-Scott Elementary are learning 
about rural, suburban, and urban 

communities. Th ey made dioramas of a 
community that they chose.                 

Photos Submitted

Trenton Bontrager

Mrs. Brown's third grade 
class collected $485.45.

Second Grade Studies 
Communities

Community 
Project

 Kenya Munoz

Shipshewa-
na-Scott Elementa-
ry School collected 
money for a school-
wide service project. 
Th ey collected 
money for Pennies 
for Patients that 
helps to fi nd a cure 
for cancer. Th e en-
tire school collected 
$3190.40. 

Photo Submitted

Westview 
Elementary

Sixth grade students at Westview 
Elementary are working on a commu-
nity project and are looking for your 
help!  Th ese students are collecting old 
or broken cell phones, tablets, iPads, 
and chargers. Th ey will be collecting 
these items starting in March and run-
ning through mid-April. If you would 
like to help these students, please drop 
off  items for donation at the following 
locations: All Westview Schools, Th e 
Blue Gate, Davis Mercantile, Dollar 
General,  E & S Sales, Elkhart Plastic, 
Farmstead Inn, Grand Design, Jayco, 
Lambright County Chimes, Th e MEC, 
Save-A-Lot, Shoe Show, Shore Church, 
and Yoder Popcorn. Th ank you in ad-
vance for your donations! 

Pennies for 
Patients
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BUSINESS
NORTHERN INDIANA SOUTHERN MICHIGAN AMISH COMMUNITY

2021

Directory

the 
better 

we

KNOW YOU
SERVE YOU

We offer advertising avenues 
and business materials. 

Let us know your business needs.

Come chat with us, 
we’d love to catch up!

FREE — TAKE ONE!

EST. 1992

PEOPLE’S
THE

EXCHANGE

INDIANA-MICHIGAN EDITION

The Way I See It…

Still Wrong …   by Dan Byler

Sometimes it seems like no matter how hard one 

tries to get things right … they still go wrong. We had to 

say goodbye to our Spanish exchange student last week. 

He was only here for half a school year.

We had determined that he would need to have a 

negative COVID test result that was taken no more than 72 

hours before his fl ight, just to be allowed to get on a fl ight to 

Spain. It couldn’t be just the Quick Test … it had to go through a 

lab. We got that scheduled and technically it was 74 hours before 

his fl ight, but that was as late as we could go on New Year’s Eve 

day! Our doctor took time out of his weekend to check his email 

so he could forward it to us as soon as it showed up.

It never showed up. After numerous calls by the doctor, they 

were able to determine that the company that was supposed to 

pick up the samples at their offi  ce apparently decided to start cel-

ebration for the new year a little early ... and never picked up any 

Continued on page 224

Mandy  &  Andy:  DUCKY NEWS

“I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no 

savior.” Isaiah 43:11

Yesterday morning we woke up to a winter 

wonderland. Beautiful snow, enough to cover up 

all the dirty spots. Th e trees looked so beautiful. 

Th e snow on top of the ice was rough on some trees. 

Continued on page 157

Childhood 

Chuckles 
Th ese stories are sent in by readers of Th e People's 

Exchange. Send your funny memory to Th e People’s Exchange, 

Childhood Chuckles, P.O. Box 70, Shipshewana, IN 46565. 

by R.A.

Gathered around for a meal. We were go-

ing to pray … and the little boy asked, “Does 

that mean we have to eat again?”

Th is Issue is all in One Section.

Serving Amish Communities in Northern Indiana/Southern Michigan 

Current Circulation: 16,900 · Printed Every Two Weeks

Vol. 30
No. 1

January 14, 2021

Features
Immunizations ........................ 122

Recipe ...................................
.... 220

Red Cross Blood Drives ........... 122

Forms
Ad Rates/Contact Info. .................2

Classifi ed Ad Form .......................4

Subscription Form ........................4

Advertisers Index ..............222-224

Upcoming Events Index ..........  225

Animals - General...................26-38

Livestock .............................26

Pets ...................................
...29

Pet Stud Service ..................35

Animals - Horses ....................39-63

Construction ...........................64-90

Energy ..................................
..91-102

Farm ...................................
...103-121

Health & Wellness ..............122-136

Household ............................137-157

Outdoors ..............................158-169

Hunting & Fishing ............165

Lawn & Garden .................166

Produce .............................168

Real Estate/Auction .............170-18

Services ................................1
84-200

Financial Services .............195

Rental Equipment .............191

Wedding ............................197

Shop/Tools ...........................201-203

Transportation ...................204-212

Bikes ..................................2
04

Boats ..................................2
10

Buggies ..............................205

Taxi Services .....................208

Trucking ............................210

Vacation/Leisure ................213-217

Wanted .................................2
18-220

Help Wanted .....................218

General
Late Arriving Ads ................63

Lost & Found ....................187

Miscellaneous ....................... 8

Notices ................................2
3

January 2021 • Vol. 22 Num. 1

The Hometown Treasure

The Hometown Treasure
P.O. Box 70
P.O. Box 70

Shipshewana, IN 46565

Shipshewana, IN 46565
Postal Patrons

Postal Patrons
PRESORTED STANDARD

US POSTAGE PAID GREENVILLE, MI 48838 PERMIT # 338

D
E

L
IV

E
R

Y
 R

E
C

E
IP

T

DELIVER TO: ___________________________________________________________ DATE: ________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________ JOB NUMBER: _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ P.O. NUMBER: _________________________

 QUANTITY NO. OF PKGS DESCRIPTION

RECEIVED BY: __________________________________________________________ DATE: ________________________________
LaGwana • 260-768-7878

the 
better 

we

KNOW YOUSERVE YOU 260-768-7878 LaGwana.com

PO Box 70 ∙ Shipshewana, IN 46565
P 260-768-7878 ∙ LaGwana.com

20 The Hometown Treasure · March ‘21



Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Topeka Elementary

Kindergarteners from Mrs. Linda Carpenter’s class, 
Vincent Vogt and Eric Riehl, pose with their class’ 
collection of 100 items.

Aryanna Case, from Mrs. Sharon Mast’s 
kindergarten class, counts out 100 items.

Photos Submitted

Day 100 in an elementary school 
is always one that students enjoy as 
they read, count, sort, and move to the 
number in honor of the 100th day of 

100 Days in School

Bus Safety
Kindergarten and fi rst grade 

students at Topeka Elementary 
recently spent a few minutes with bus 
driver Barb Geng as they reviewed bus 
safety procedures.  Photo Submitted the school year. Th is year it felt just a 

bit more special at Topeka Elementary 
when day 100 was celebrated on 
Wednesday, January 20th. 

Let’s Go Camping!
Mrs. Miller’s fi rst grade class 

enjoyed camping in the school’s 
gymnasium as they worked on math 
activities using marshmallows and 
completed numerous activities while 
they sat around the campfi re. 

Photo Submitted

Kindergarten students, from Ms. Mast’s class, 
line up for the bus as Mrs. Geng supervises.

Cub Connection 
Each year Topeka Elementary 

hosts a family night called Cub Con-
nection. Parents and students come to 
school and have a chance to experience 
hands-on reading and math activities. 
Th is year Cub Connection took on a 
diff erent look as it was delivered in a 
bag with each family receiving one. Th e 
bags were sent home with the needed 
supplies for reading, writing, and math 
activities on Friday, January 22. 

Second graders hold their family’s activity bags.
Back row (left to right): Kipton Schrock, Mallory 
Antal, Wilma Fry, Sofi a Marinez-Diaz, and Aus-
tin Yoder. Front: Jalayna Fry, Marcus Runyon, 
Terra Harlow, and Ashlynn Rockey. 

Photo Submitted

21The Hometown Treasure · March ‘21



Renew Hope Counseling, Inc.

Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapist
(260) 585-7847

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange 

Topeka Physicians, Topeka
Marion Mennonite Church, Shipshewana

Individual, Family, Pre-Marital & Adolescent Counseling

Available at these locations:
Redi-Care, LaGrange;
Topeka Physicians, Topeka;
Marion Christian Fellowship, 
Shipshewana
Charlene Roth, LMFT
Licensed Marriage & 
Family � erapist
260-585-7847

My passion is helping individuals 
& families fi nd renewed hope in 
their lives through confi dential 
& professional counseling.

260-768-4547
8015 W US 20 • Shipshewana, IN

NW Corner of SR 5 & US 20

www.hummelgrp.com

Gutwein Family
CHIROPRACTIC

120 S. Main St.
Topeka, IN

260-593-3133 
Tuesday 9-5 & � ursday: 9-5

25 years of experience

PlumbingPlumbing
&&

ElectricalElectrical
No job too big or too small!

Arlyn Miller (260) 463-1672

Rensberger, Paige Riegsecker, Paige 
Schwartz, Dawson Shrock, Emily Stutz-
man, Stacy Stutzman, and Ella Yoder.

Grade 11
Mukhammadamin Abdurakhmon-
ov, Alexys Antal, Mason Atra, Andrew 
Baughman, Brennan Beachy, Landon 
Bennett, Abigail Bontrager, Bohdy Bon-
trager, Easton Bontrager, Jasmine Bon-
trager, Spencer Conatser, Lillian Eash, 
Penelope Eash, Gramm Egli, Kaylyn 
Gates, Isaac Heyerly, Elijah Hostetler, 
Megan Kauff man, Brookelyn Lam-
bright, Alana Miller, Hailey Miller, Na-
than Miller, Jackson Minix, Jaime Mul-
let, Isaac Niccum, Alayna Nissley, Sean 
Nordman, Hunter Porter, Isaac Rogers, 
Allie Springer, Brandon Tester, Elaine 
Troyer, Aiden Wisler, Caleb Yater, and 
Alexander Yoder.

Grade 12
Kaylee Adelmann, Belal Al Yahiri, Ha-
del Alammari, Addison Bender, Kait-
lyn Burton, Douglas Calvillo, Spencer 
Carpenter, Samantha Castillo, William 
Clark, McKenna Collier, Caleb Cory, 
Andrew Cupp, Hannah Davidson, Blake 
Diehl, Deann Fry, Isabelle Helmuth, 
Brady Hostetler, Mary Hostetler, Kee-
gan Kohlheim, Drew Litwiller, Hannah 
Martin, Hallie Mast, Rosamaria McMa-
hon, Logan McNamara, Alexis Miller, 
Andrew Miller, Ava Miller, Inah Miller, 
Luke Miller, Lyndon Miller, Melissa 
Miller, Nicole Miller, Rochelle Miller, 
Cassandra Moreno, Nicholas Mortrud, 
Janice Mullet, Joseph Mullett, Hannah 
Neff , Kelsey Rich, Abdul-Rahman Saleh, 
Hannah Schwartz, Katrina Schwartz, 
Takota Sharick, Kyla Smart, Nicole 
Stutzman, and Kiylee Th ibos.

continued on page 33

H. Honor Roll ... cont. from page 13

Miller’s 
Electrical

Services
Call For A Free Estimate

Eric Miller  260-463-1558
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Westview High School

Th is page made possible by the

WESTVIEW SCHOOL CORPORATION

Understanding 
the Opioid 

Crisis
LaGrange County Purdue Ex-

tension and Council for a Drug-Free 
LaGrange County are working together 
to bring awareness about the opioid 
crisis. A virtual awareness event and 
panel discussion has been scheduled. 
Th e event will focus on terms and con-
cepts related to opioid misuse, stigma, 
and recovery. Resources on how to re-
spond to a crisis will also be provided. 
Th is virtual event is in celebration of 
National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week 
in March.

Event will be delivered LIVE via 
ZOOM on March 25, 2021 from 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm. Registration 
is not required. Th ose interested in 
participating will go to the virtu-
al link: https://purdue-edu.zoom.
us/j/96402182073

Th e virtual event will be recorded 
and shared via the LaGrange County 
Facebook page, as well as the coalition’s 
social media page.   

Purdue Extension LaGrange County 
Brittney Schori, Health & Human Science 

Extension Educator 
260-499-6334, bpender@purdue.edu

Westview High School is hosting 
an “Orientation to High School” meet-
ing on Monday, March 15, 2020, 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Wilson Audi-
torium.  Parents of current eighth 
graders, whose child will be attending 
Westview High School as a freshman 
in the fall, are invited to attend. Items 

to be discussed include graduation 
requirements, diploma options, four-
year academic plans, college credit op-
portunities, vocational programs and 
post-secondary planning.  If you have 
any questions, please contact school 
counselor, Jennifer May, at (260)-768-
4146 or at mayj@westview.k12.in.us 

Freshman Orientation

Deann Fry Signs to Run Cross 
Country at University of St. 

Francis in Illinois

Back Row (Left to Right): Rich Cory (Principal), Daniel Fry (brother), Erica Fry (sister), Jalen Fry (broth-
er), Lyle Bontrager (XC coach), Danae Fry (sister), Darlene Mathew (Athletic Director). Front row: Ervin 
Fry (Father), Deann Fry, JoAnn Fry (Mother).   Photo submitted

MARCH 14
2:00 am.

Daylight Savings Time BEGINS

Move your 
clocks AHEAD 
one hour
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FOR MULCH DELIVERIES IN THE 
MIDDLEBURY AREA
CALL 825-8873

Located just 3 miles west of downtown Topeka on CR 700 S, 
watch for our opening in late March (weather permitting).  

260.593.3003 or 574-825-0089

Plus a larger store to shop for garden seeds, bag and 
liquid fertilizers, insect repellents and grass seed. 

*Bulk river rock, lime stone, top soil and mulch (3 colors available).
*Delivery available.

Offering You a Large Selection of
Annuals • Perennials •Trees • Evergreens •Shrubs • Mulch

Whippin’ WarriorsSponsored by

Th e Whippin’ Warriors wowed the crowd at 

the game against Prairie Heights. 

Photo by Roger Wenger
� ese photos and more are available for 

purchase at photos.lagwana.com. 5
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By Emily Vandevander

Clueless
Crossword
Solution

Sponsored by

      We are looking for sponsors 
for the Clueless Crossword, a 

new advertiser each time. Call 
for more details! 260-463-4901.

 to the puzzle on page 18.

     S K A N E A T E L E S  
W    S     V     N  A 
A    A B S T R A C T I N G  P 
I    P     P     A  P 
T R A N S D U C T O R    R  R 
P    R     R     R  E 
E   S U G A R M A P L E  I  H
R    N     T     S  E 
S    N   A B O V E G R O U N D
O    I     R     N  D 
N    N     S  C L A S S E S
S    G            D 
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DYNAMIC SINGSATIONS
2020-21 Dynamic Singsations: Back (left to right): Nathan Miller, Aiden Wisler, Kaitlyn Burton, Jackson Minix, Lillian Eash, Jordan Collyer, Lucy Rens-
berger, Isaiah Hostetler, and Kylen Bender. Middle: Brookelyn Lambright, Ethan Hibbs, Andrew Cupp, Allie Springer, Kaylyn Gates, Brady Hostetler, Mary 
Beth Hostetler, Zack Miller, Caleb Yater, and Abby Bontrager. Front: Elijah Hostetler, Hannah Davidson, Isaac Rogers, Rosamaria McMahon, Drew Walker, 
Landon Bennett, Ava Miller, and Jethro Hostetler. Not Pictured: Nicole Miller, Paige Reigsecker, and Will Clark. Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by

JAZZ BAND
2020-21 Jazz Band: Back (left to right): Caleb Yater, Nathan Miller, Jackson Minix, Jordan Collyer, and Aidan Koehler. Middle: Kaylee Adelmann, Landon 
Bennett, Isaac Rogers, Rosamaria McMahon, and Ethan Hibbs. Front: Gaven Miller, Braden Rogers, Nick Bontrager, and Braden Barton. Not Pictured: Kaitlin 
Nuzum.   Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by
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Shipshewana
Annual Spring Garage Sale

May 14 & 15, 2021
Sponsored by: The Shipshewana Town Council 

& The Hometown Treasure

Please Mark 
Your Location 
With A Big X!
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The maps and yard signs will be ready for you to pick up on 
May 10 at Hostetler’s Store (Main & Morton).

If you are within town limits, we will fi le for your garage sale 
permit at the Town Offi  ce for you.

Completed maps will be in the May issue of The 
Hometown Treasure, comes out April 27; and the May 6 
issue of The People’s Exchange.          - Thank-you!
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Name ________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

Phone __________________

Want 
to list 
some  

items?

Up to 28 
words 

for only
$6 more!

USE THIS FORM FOR Shipshewana OR Topeka!  Mark your location on the correct map.
 1 2 3 4

 5 6 7 8

 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16

 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24

 25 26 27 28

Make sure you mark your garage sale location on the correct map!

(Up to 28 words. Use form at right              )

All Locations Will Automatically 
Be Marked on Map
Check One Box 
Payment Must Be Included!

Name/Address Listed Only $12

Name/Address & Listing ....$18

Mail entire page with payment by April 20 to: LaGwana • PO Box 70 • Shipshewana, IN 46565

includes yard sign and step stakes
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Town of Topeka
Spring Garage Sales

MAY 14 & 15, 2021
— SPONSORED BY —

Topeka Chamber of Commerce
& The Hometown Treasure

Harrison St.

Please Mark
Your Location
With A Big X!
Then fill out your 

payment information 
on the top part of the 

back of this page!

To
dd

 S
t.

675 West

The maps and yard signs will be 
ready for you to pick up on May 10 
at the Topeka Do-It-Best Hardware 
(Main & Lake).   

Completed maps will be in the May 
issue of The Hometown Treasure, 
comes out April 27; and the May 6 
issue of The People’s Exchange.

 - Thank-you
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Discount Groceries

Forks
County Line

With locations in Shipshewana 
and Middlebury to serve you best.

Hrs: Mon.-Thur. 8-5:30, Fri. 8-7:00, Sat. 8-4:30

On the east edge of Middlebury at 508 E. Warren Street

In Shipshewana North Village just east of SR 5

TopekaPharmacy_Spec1-23
2x4
#19 mitch
sml,lm,lm

KPC Media Group  PROOF
Corrections must be made by 2:00 
p.m. XXXX or ad will be assumed 
correct and run as is.

101 N. Main St. • Topeka
Mon.- Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - NOON

260.593.2252

Free COVID 
Vaccines

Please contact Topeka Pharmacy for availability 
and to schedule an appointment or go to  

https://topeka-pharmacy.clientsecure.me/

• Antigen tests to see if you  
have COVID - $95

• Antibody tests to see if you  
had COVID in the past - $50

TopekaPharmacy_Spec1-23
2x4
#19 mitch
sml,lm,lm

KPC Media Group  PROOF
Corrections must be made by 2:00 
p.m. XXXX or ad will be assumed 
correct and run as is.

101 N. Main St. • Topeka
Mon.- Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - NOON

260.593.2252

Free COVID 
Vaccines

Please contact Topeka Pharmacy for availability 
and to schedule an appointment or go to  

https://topeka-pharmacy.clientsecure.me/

• Antigen tests to see if you  
have COVID - $95

• Antibody tests to see if you  
had COVID in the past - $50

MARCH 14
2:00 am.

Daylight Savings Time BEGINS

Move your 
clocks AHEAD 
one hour
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H I S T O R I C A L  F E AT U R E

by Harold D. Gingerich

 

It is not every day that an Army 
deserter is arrested in Topeka, Indiana, 
especially when the year is 1918. Th e 
nation, and the world, was at war. And 
the story of Topeka Town Marshal Iris 
Stage arresting U.S. Army deserter 
Valentine Mohl Jr. on February 1, 
1918, was headline news not only 
across the state of Indiana, but around 
the country. But why would Mohl have 
even been in Topeka?  What ever hap-
pened to him after his arrest and trial; 
was he shot as a traitor or was he sent 
to prison for the rest of his life? Th e 
answers may surprise you.

Valentine (Val) Mohl Jr. was born 
on August 10, 1897, in Cleveland, 
Ohio, to Valentine and Maria Esslinger 
Mohl. According to the 1920 census, 
both parents had been born in Hun-
gary.  When they immigrated to this 
country is yet to be discovered. City 
records show that by 1911 the family 
was living in Cincinnati. Val did have 
an older brother, Adam (1894-1969) 
who served as a private in the infantry 
during World War I.  On Adam’s 1918 
application for a license to marry Mary 
Krauser, it states that he was born in 
“Austria, Hungary” and that his occu-
pation was that of a “soldier”.  

Val joined the Winchester (Jasper 

County, Indiana) Militia in June of 
1916.  On April 3rd of the following 
year, Mohl and the Winchester Militia 
were stationed in Goshen, IN to guard 
the New York Central Railroad bridge 
west of Goshen. Within a month of 
being stationed in Goshen he met and 
married Viola Keim. Th e marriage took 
place in Goshen on Saturday 
afternoon, July 28, 1917, and 
was performed by Rev. S.P. 
Freyenberger. It seems that 
the boys from the Winchester 
Militia took a fancy to the 
girls from Goshen because Th e 
Star Press in Muncie, IN ran a 

page-one story entitled “Winchester 
Soldiers Busy Marrying Goshen Girls.” 
Th e story reported on the Mohl-Keim 
marriage and went on to say that since 
the militia arrived, “four soldiers have 
married Goshen girls.” 

Later that year, Mohl’s unit was 
transferred to Camp Shelby in Hatties-
burg, Mississippi.  When his request 
for a furlough to spend the holidays 
with his new bride was denied, Val 
deserted. When he was later captured 
Th e Star Press (Feb. 4, 1918, page 3) 
reported that, “At the time he was 
captured he was with his wife.” So why 
were they in Topeka?  

Th e answer may be that his wife, 
Viola, had a brother by the name of 
John S. Keim (1892-1961). He most 
likely was the same John Keim who 
owned and operated a general store on 
the westside of North Main Street in 
Topeka. We are left to wonder, “How 
much did John Keim know about 
Mohl’s desertion?”  Were Val and Viola 

1
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hiding here in Topeka? Did Marshal 
Stage know Mohl personally? No doubt 
the good folks in Topeka discussed all 
these things, and much more, while we 
are only left to wonder.

What we do know is that Iris Stage 
arrested him, apparently without a 
struggle, sometime on Friday, February 
1, 1918. Stage reported the arrest to 
Sheriff  Sanford of Elkhart County who 
came to Topeka and took custody of 
Mohl that same day. Where Stage held 

Mohl until Sheriff  Sandford arrived 
would be very interesting to know. Th e 
fi rst town hall (current home of the To-
peka Police Department), with its one 
jail cell, was not built until 1926. Mohl 
was later turned over to the Federal 
authorities and taken to Fort Sheridan 
in Illinois.

Iris Vernon Stage (1884-1963) 
lived in Topeka all his life. How he 
got the nickname “Pike” would be 
very interesting to know. But Pike, as 
everyone knew him, had only been the 
town marshal for a few days when he 
arrested Mohl. Th e January 24, 1918, 
edition of the Topeka Journal reported 
that Stage had been appointed Marshal 
the previous Friday by the “City Coun-
cil”. Stage’s full-time job was as a line-
man for the Peoples Mutual Telephone 

Company in Topeka.
Th us far, I have 

been unable to uncover 
any details of his court 
martial for desertion 
and the punishment 
that was handed down. 
According to Eric T. Alli, 
the author of Counterfeit 
Justice: Th e True Story 
of 19th Century Crime 
and the one who sent me the electronic 
newspaper clipping of the 1918 story 
about Mohl’s arrest that appeared in 
the Topeka Journal, “they were fairly 
light on sentencing back then, more of 
giving people a second chance.” Alli be-
lieves that most likely Mohl was given 
a pay cut and some extra duty.

What is clear from military 
records is that Valentine Mohl was 
not imprisoned nor was he dishonor-
ably discharged. In fact, on July 9, 
1918, the same year as his arrest for 
desertion, he sailed to France from 
Hoboken, New Jersey, on the USS 
Mount Vernon. Unlike Mount Ver-
non’s September 1918 voyage that was 
struck by German torpedoes off  the 
coast of France, Mohl’s crossing of the 
Atlantic was uneventful. At 10:41 on 
the morning of March 5, 1919, Val set 
sail aboard the USS South Carolina for 
Newport News, Virginia. He was hon-
orably discharged from the U.S. Army 
on April 22, 1919.

Following his discharge, Val and 
Viola moved to Chicago where they 
would live for the next 40 years. In 
April of 1961, they moved to Los An-
geles, CA. Valentine Mohl Jr. died on 
June 18, 1966, and was buried in the 
West Goshen Cemetery. His obituary 
reads that, “Surviving are the widow; 
three daughters, Mrs. Clyde Copen-

haver of Goshen, Mrs. Robert 
Ridderhoff , and Miss Yvonne Mohl, 
at home, a son, Robert P. Mohl, 
Melrose Park, Md; a brother, Adam 
Mohl, of Cincinnati, Ohio; a sister, 
Mrs. Margaret Huch, of Chicago; 
and eight grandchildren.”  

Viola Frances Keim Mohl died 

on March 12, 1982.  She was laid to 
rest next to her beloved husband.  

And now, as the late news com-
mentator Paul Harvey said so often, 
“Now you know the rest of the story!” 

Th is article sponsored by

2
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Westview Jr./Sr. High
Quarter 1

Regular Honor Roll

In addition to the GPA requirements (3.0 
- 3.499) for Honor Roll, students must be 
enrolled in at least 5 credit hours and have 
no grades lower than a C-.

Grade 7
Noriah Aldhuraibi, Johnna Bailey, 
Jayden Beachy, Jalayna Bontrager, 
Kevin Borntreger, Benjamin Detwei-
ler, Chayenne Diaz, Marc Fry, Michelle 
Fry, Luke Hall, Dakota Hubbard, Ka-
leb Iddings, Lora Mast, Amanda Mill-
er, Carter Miller, Hailey Miller, Kaiden 
Miller, Lyndon Miller, Lynette Miller, 
Becky Moore, Lilly Mullet, Kailey Niss-
ley, Corra Owens, Nathan Peruski, Han-
nah Schlabach, Kylie Singleton, Adrian 
Slabach, Lucas Troyer, Savannah Vliet, 
Kurtis Whetstone, Brylee White, and 
Jaden Yoder.

Grade 8
Faith Beechy, Bethany Bontrager, Isaiah 
Bontrager, Kayla Bontrager, Micah Bon-
trager, Owen Brill, Patricia Clemons, 
Kara Fry, Kyla Fryer, Ryan Gingerich, 
Kenlyn King, Ethan Lambright, Jack-
son Massey, Kurtis Mast, Daryl Mill-
er, Dena Miller, Lonnie Miller, Shanna 
Miller, Brianna Munoz, Adelyn Rains-
berger, Brandon Slabaugh, Janessa 
Stutzman, Jordan Williams, Brandon 
Yoder, Marlene Yoder, Ryan Yoder, and 
Velda Yoder.

Grade 9
Mariah Aljaradie, Jayce Brandenberger, 
Chloe Hagerman, Cayden Hunsberger, 
Precious Litton, Ciara Mikel, Hope Mill-
er, Teague Misner, Izaak Moore, KeeLee 
Palmer, Ireley Sherman, Westan Walker, 
and Danika Yoder.

Grade 10
Mohamed Aamer, Hoyda Al Yahiri, 
Kaylee Barger, Andrew Byler, Isabella 
Carmona, Alexis Cline, Braden Eash, 
Courtney Hall, Kyle Hochstetler, Je-
thro Hostetler, Aidan Kohlheim, Collin 
Martin, Keyera Martin, Andrea Miller, 
Cora Miller, Nathaniel Nissley, Caden 
Suddarth, Paige Waldenville, and Brady 
Yoder.

continued on page 37

 Th e Ronald McDonald Care Mobile 
will be making stops in LaGrange and 
Noble Counties, creating a convenient 
care option for families with children 
ages 0-18 years.

 Th e Ronald McDonald Care 
Mobile is a doctor’s offi  ce on wheels, 
bringing providers from Parkview 
Physicians Group – Pediatrics directly 
to communities throughout northeast 
Indiana. Available services include: 
Wellness visits, screenings (hearing, 
vision, developmental), point-of-care 
testing (lead, strep, urine), fl uoride 
treatments, and childhood health and 
safety education.

 Th e Care Mobile can also provide 
childhood immunizations, which are 
important as many children may have 
missed scheduled doses due to the 
pandemic.

 Th e Care Mobile will be making 

stops on the following dates, with 
appointments available from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.:

March 25 – Parkview LaGrange 
Hospital, 207 N. Townline Road, 
LaGrange

March 24 – Parkview Physicians 
Group, 402 Sawyer Road, Kendallville

March 18 – Parkview Physicians 
Group, 1464 Lincolnway South, 
Ligonier

 Th e Care Mobile delivers no-
charge services to families without 
medical insurance. Families with medi-
cal insurance are still welcome to make 
an appointment and their insurance 
will be billed for services.

 All services are available by 
appointment only. Walk-ins will be as-
sisted to schedule an appointment for a 
later time slot on the same day or on a 
diff erent day, subject to availability.

To make an appointment for the 
Care Mobile, call 1-877-PPG-TODAY 
(1-877-774-8632). 

Care Mobile Adds Stops in LaGrange and 
Noble Counties

 New Family 
Medicine Physician 

in LaGrange
Physicians Group (PPG) – Family 

Medicine in LaGrange announced that 
Dr. Milad Hanna, MD has expand-
ed his practice locations to include 
LaGrange. Dr. Hanna has been seeing 
patients at the Shipshewana PPG 
offi  ce. His LaGrange offi  ce is located 
inside Parkview LaGrange Hospital, 
and he is accepting new patients at 
both locations.  He is board-certifi ed 
in family medicine by the American 
Board of Family Medicine and is fl uent 
in English and Arabic.

To schedule an appointment with 
Dr. Hanna, call 1-877-PPG-TODAY (1-
877-774-8632). 

Photo Submitted
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WE ARE GROWING AGAIN!WE ARE GROWING AGAIN!

Serving the tri-county area since 2003, Rod brings extensive 
knowledge of the industry and community to his clients with trust-
worthy and friendly service. He looks forward to helping grow the 

real estate division with Grogg-Martin and is excited for 2021!

Let the team of Grogg-Martin Realtors help maximize your dollars 
or fi nd the home of your dreams!

At Grogg-Martin Auctioneers and Realty
“We Sell the Earth and Everything on It!”

PO Box 393 • Topeka, IN 46571
www.groggmartin.com

Rod Lantz
(260) 463-6652
rodlantz@aol.com

Welcome to 

our newest 

addition to our 

Grogg-Martin 

Realtor Team

ROD LANTZ!ROD LANTZ!
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F E AT U R E D  A D V E R T I S E R

Not Another Fire...Topeka Deserves Protection
Topeka Volunteer Fire Department

Sometimes you just hit that point 
when enough is enough. Th e January 
13, 1916, front page story in Th e Topeka 
Journal was as much a call to arms as 
it was a report on the latest in a series 
of fi res. Th is latest fi re destroyed the 
Topeka Grist Mill owned by Elmer 
Wisman. It is amazing to this writer 
that the weekly edition of Th e Topeka 
Journal was published on the same day 
as the fi re. Charles Mattingly, pub-
lisher of the newspaper, was quick to 
point out that the business could have 
been saved “had they (the fi refi ghters) 
been able to get anything to fi ght the 
fi re with.” 

Fires had been an ongoing prob-
lem for the emerging town of Topeka. 
On Friday afternoon, April 16, 1915, 
 Sycamore Hall, the iconic crown jewel 
of the community, went up in fl ames. 
Newspapers as far away as Indianapo-
lis ran the story. Since Topeka had 
no fi re fi ghting equipment, calls for 
help immediately went out to Goshen 
and Millersburg. It was feared that 
the entire business district would be 
destroyed because embers were raining 
down on the neighboring buildings. 
By the time that the Millersburg horse 
drawn fi re engine arrived, after mak-
ing the nine-mile trip, the hall was in 
ruins.

Th e janitor had fi red up the two-
year-old furnace about noon. A group 
of high school students from Ligonier 
were scheduled to perform “Won by 
Wireless” that night at Sycamore Hall. 
A stairway, part of the scenery which 
had been built over a heating register, 
was deemed to be the cause of the fi re. 
Sycamore Hall, the center of commu-

nity life, had been built in 1905 with 
$4,000 donations from both Andrew 
Carnegie and Jacob Straus. Despite the 
hall’s honored place in the community 
and the estimated $12,000 loss, there 
does not appear to have been an outcry 
from the community for greater fi re 
protection. 

It was Mattingly’s front-page story 
and his call to arms following Elmer 
Wisman’s mill fi re in 1916, that got the 
community moving. His story included 
a passionate plea for the people of 
Topeka to “demand that we are given 
fi re protection as soon as possible.” 
Mattingly also noted that the new 

By Harold D. Gingerich

1
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“water works plant” was nearly com-
pleted, and that “if it could have been 
used, the terrible loss could have been 
averted.”

Within days, a meeting was called 
to address the problem. Th e front page 
of the January 27, 1916 issue of Th e 
Topeka Journal carried the headline: 
“A Fire Department Organized”. Th e 
organizational meeting took place just 
11 days after the mill fi re. On Monday 
evening, the 24th, 40 people met in the 
offi  ce of A.W. Ritter. By the end of the 
evening, offi  cers had been elected with 
Iris “Pike” Stage as Fire Chief, Asst. 
Chief Charles Hoverstock, and the 
other volunteers organized into two 
companies, one for the north side of 
town and the other for the south. Stage 
would also be called upon to serve as 
the town marshal.

Th e fi re brigade only had two 
hand-drawn hose carts which had to be 
pulled to the fi res and then the hoses 
connected to the nearest hydrant. It 
was not much, but it was a start and 
a far cry from the old bucket brigade. 
City water became available in Topeka 
around 1911. By 1912 local business-
men had banded together to fi ght fi res, 
but there is no record of an offi  cially 
organized fi re department.

When the Ford Motor Company 
off ered free trucks to volunteer fi re 
departments, Topeka took advantage 
of the opportunity. While the truck 
was free, the town did need to pay to 

have it outfi tted with pumps 
and other fi refi ghting equip-
ment. Th e 1929 Model A fi re 
truck was a modern marvel. 
With a pump and two small 
water tanks on board, the 
fi refi ghters no longer needed 
to solely depend on water 
hydrants. Th e original Model 
A served the department for 
more than 20 years. It was 

sold in 1962. Still in running order and 
with only 2,929 miles on the odometer, 
it made a return visit to Topeka for the 
fi re department’s 100th anniversary 
celebration in 2012. Th ere are some 
who dream of the day when the old 
Model A can come home to stay.

Continuity of leadership has been 
a vital part of the department’s success 
beginning with Iris (Pike) Stage 1916 
to 1924, and beyond; J.E. Blough, prior 
to 1937 to 1960; Richard (Dick) Dubbs, 
1960-1963; Stan Miller, 1969-1997; 
Steve Wainscott, 1997-2002; Kent Si-
mons, 2002-2006; and Stewart Bender 
2007 to present. Bender is the fi rst 
full-time fi re chief.

From its inception, the fi re depart-
ment has enjoyed strong community 
support. Th at support is on display 
when the department hosts their semi-
annual fi sh fry fundraiser. Firefi ghters 
typically serve up over 2,500 pounds 
of their “secret recipe” fi sh to standing 
room only crowds. It is truly a commu-
nity event, with church groups working 
side by side as people come to enjoy the 
fi sh and a chance to sit and talk. 

In the year 2000, the depart-
ment established a “Fireman of the 
Year Award” in memory of Auburn 
“Red” Haggard. Red, a 1948 graduate 
of Topeka High School, was an active 
member of the Topeka Volunteer Fire 
Department for 40 years. 

Over the years, the department 

has worked to maintain and upgrade 
their equipment. Station 30 has known 
several homes around town. A mod-
ern state-of-the-art fi re station was 
constructed at 180 Crossfi re Drive in 
2016. Th e dedication and ribbon cut-
ting ceremony was held on September 
10, followed by an open house. 

Fighting fi res is dangerous busi-
ness. Th at reality hit home when two 
Topeka fi refi ghters became trapped in 
a fi ery ceiling on May 16, 2020, while 
fi ghting a fi re at the Beauty & Th e Bull 
Restaurant. “We love what we do, but 
we also know that there are risks,” said 
Fire Chief Stewart Bender. “In situa-
tions like this you don’t have time to 
think. Your training just takes over.” 
Indeed, the training did take over. 
Both men were rescued because of the 
quick thinking of their fellow fi refi ght-
ers. Galen Bontrager was the most seri-
ously injured, with 3rd degree burns to 
both of his hands. Despite numerous 
surgeries, he eventually lost all his fi n-
gers and is currently being fi tted with 
prosthetics. 

Th e department’s current offi  cers, 
in addition to Bender, are Asst. Chief 
Adam Lambright, Captain Brian Miller, 
Rescue Captain Devon Bontrager, Lt. 
Barry McDonald, Lt. Harley Miller, and 
Safety Captain Pete Kauff man. Station 
30’s primarily territory is Clearspring 
and Eden townships, along with the 
Town of Topeka. 

2
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Grade 11
Hailey Bibbee, Skyler Donley, Sarabeth 
Drew, George Harris, Kaelee Michels, 
Zachary Miller, Alexzander Rial, Lillian 
Schlabach, Alec Titus, Corben Vander-
griff , Jadon Yoder, and Mason Yoder.

Grade 12
Younis Algaradi, Braden Barton, Benja-
min Byrkett, Hailee Caldwell, Reming-
ton Carpenter, Amber McHenry, An-
drea Mendoza, and Gloria Miller.

Honor Roll ... cont. from page 33

A Note from the Naturalist
Warm Greetings, 
The Maple Syrup Days festival is going to look diff erent this year. Festival fans 

will still have the opportunity to purchase delicious syrup and other sweet treats, 
as well as learn about the process of making maple syrup. But, due to group size 
regulations and safety concerns, we are spreading out our maple syrup activities 
over two weekends.  Unfortunately, there will not be a Lions Club pancake break-
fast at Maple Wood Nature Center. We will have a drive-thru syrup sale, fun run, 
and walking tours. Please note that the Sap Run & Syrup Stroll as well as the Sugar 
Bush Tours require registration. 

We know this is sad news for many.  We appreciate your understanding and 
patience as we strive to keep all patrons safe. Please come and visit us in the 
drive-thru and help us celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Maple Syrup Days. We stay 
hopeful that we can once again gather around the table together in 2022.   

Respectfully, 

Leslie A. Arnold, Naturalist

Th e Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) sent out more than 160 million 
stimulus payments since the CARES 
Act was signed into law on March 27, 
2020. Now it is sending out millions 
more checks in the second round of 
stimulus payments. As people start to 
spend their money, some wonder: Is my 
stimulus payment taxable? Th e short 
answer: No. In the somewhat longer 
words of the IRS: “No, the payment is 
not income and taxpayers will not owe 
tax on it. Th e payment will not reduce 
a taxpayer's refund or increase the 
amount they owe when they fi le their 
2020 or 2021tax return next year. A 
payment also will not aff ect income 
for purposes of determining eligibility 
for federal government assistance or 
benefi t programs."

Will My Stimulus Payment Be Taxed?
Not your average tax credit 

Th e stimulus payment or ‘economic 
impact payment’, as the IRS calls it, is 
technically a tax credit for 2020. But 
this is not widely understood. Some 
people assume that the IRS will add 
the amount to your income, generating 
a bigger tax bill, or reduce your future 
tax refund when you fi le your tax re-
turn next year. Neither is the case, but 
this takes some explaining. In the tax 
world, a tax deduction is a good thing. 
It reduces your income, which reduces 
the amount of tax you owe. If you had 
$50,000 in income and had a $5,000 
tax deduction, your deduction would 
reduce your taxable income by $5,000. 
If you were in the 12 percent tax brack-
et, you would reduce your taxes owed 
by $600 (12 percent of $5,000). A tax 
deduction is good, but a tax credit is 
even better. A tax credit reduces your 

tax bill dollar for dollar. If you owe 
$1,500 in federal income taxes and you 
get a $1,000 tax credit, your tax bill 
sinks to $500. A refundable tax credit 
is a thing of wonder. A garden variety 
tax credit can reduce your tax bill to 
zero, but it cannot turn a tax bill into 
a tax refund. Refundable tax credits 
can. For example, if you owed $1,000 
in taxes but had a refundable tax credit 
of $1,200, you would get a $200 tax 
refund check from Uncle Sam. Because 
you are getting what amounts to a 
refundable tax credit now in the form 
of a stimulus payment, rather than 
waiting to get the money from the 
credit in 2021 when you fi le your 2020 
tax return, you are in eff ect getting an 
advanced refundable tax credit.
Source: “Will I Owe the IRS Tax on My Stimulus 
Payment?” by John Waggoner, AARP, Updated 
January 4, 2021. 

MARCH 14
2:00 am.

Daylight Savings Time BEGINS

Move your 
clocks AHEAD 
one hour
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SIGN 
PRODUCTION

Looking for someone who 
is able to organize, prioritize, 

and get the job done.

Handy with tools, willing to learn, 
and willing to work as part of a team.

Interested or want to 
fi nd out more information? 

Email hr@lagwana.com
or call 260-768-7878 x1016

Production 

Installation 

Vehicle 
Graphics
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HS CONCERT BAND
2020-21 High School Concert Band: Back (left to right): Ethan Hibbs, Kaylee Adelmann, Nicole Stutzman, Chad Hershberger, Benton Hershberger, and 
Isaac Rogers. Th ird: Braden Barton, Justin Kindig, Jackson Minix, Quade Ernsberger, Gavin Miller, and Nathan Miller. Second: Landon Bennett, Lauryn 
Bontrager, Jordan Collyer, Braden Helman, Caleb Yater, Nick Bontrager, Kyle Hochstetler, Aidan Kohlheim, Braden Rogers, and Rosamaria McMahon. Front: 
Mary Hostetler, Kaylyn Gates, Kaitlyn Cupp, Kaylee Barger, Andrea Mendoza, and Stacy Stutzman. Not Pictured: Joey Ratliff , Kaitlin Nuzum, Christien 
Noward, Aidan Koehler, Wyatt Cranor, and Maddison Mishler.  Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by

“Fine Food & Fellowship”

Topeka, IN

JH CONCERT BAND
2020-21 Junior High Concert Band: Back (left to right): Clarinda Byler, Ian Bontrager, Noah Bontrager, Micah Geyer, Luke Hall, Jacob Watts, and Dallas 
Yoder. Th ird: Beau Jackson, Emily Bontrager, Lily Bennett, Makenna Feipel, Ventura Munoz Huerta, Luis Osorio-Luna, Aaron Roth, and Mearl Miller. Second: 
Bryton Barton, Lanita Mast, Raylynn Meyers, Dacoda Ritchie, Nicholas Mahon, Annagail Warrener, Kiana Mast, Eden Mauck, Brett Springer, Alexis Warren, 
Audri Martin, Gwen Owsley, Jonathon Roth, and Brina Williams. Front: Sorcha Stewart, Kaleb Iddings, Aliyah Fry, Lakota Everitt, Krysta John, Maicee 
Orozco, and Jasmine Litton.   Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by
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HS CONCERT CHOIR
2020-21 High School Choir: Back (left to right): Shelby Halferty, Madison Marks, Samantha Stump, Kyle Hostetler, Madison Hooley, Hope Haarer, and Me-
gan Kauff man. Fourth: Karli Miller, Kjersten Yater, Wade Springer, Cole Mast, Braden Rogers, Saphyre Foreman, and Skye Growcock. Th ird: Joslyn Marner, 
KeeLee Palmer, Norah Massey, Belle Bartley, Lexi Cline, Courtney Beechy, and Shelby Penick. Second: Ariel Owens, Baylee Kenner, Savana Strater, Sarabeth 
Drew, Kamryn Miller, Stacey Stutzman, Isabella Carmona, and Hope Miller. Front: Faith Christner, Jennifer Osorio-Luna, Abbie Ponce, Kaylee Barger, Jac-
queline Trethewey, Ella Yoder, and Madeline Stults. Not Pictured: Ella Clark, Kaitlin Nuzum, Natalie Privett,and Kymberlyn Wilkinson. 

Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by

JH CONCERT CHOIR
2020-21 Junior High Choir: Back (left to right): Morgan Riegsecker, Miley Mast, Breann Cory, Kailey Nissley, Gwen Owsley, Dakota Ritchie, Jacob Watts, 
Jaxon Engle, Kaleb Iddings, Jonathan Roth, Ella Williams, Kyiah Michels, Brianna Munoz, and Jalayna Whetstone. Fourth: Lilly Mullett, Annagail Warrener, 
Madison Penick, Luis Osorio, Cole Bontrager, Asher Kennedy, Silas Haarer, Gavin Engle, Dena Miller, Sorcha Stewart, Sydney Posey, Lanita Mast, and Lind-
say Schwartz. Th ird: Grace Heyerly, Ava Williams, Ava Hostetler, Eden Mauck, Hunter Egli, Aiden Norberg, Lincoln Bontrager, Dylan Shrock, Caiden Schrock, 
Kristen Bender, Kyndra Gamble, and Adelyn Rainsberger. Second: Aliyah Fry, Audri Martin, Dakota Hubbard, Lilyan Bennett, Aaron Roth, Noah Bontrager, 
Brett Springer, Ian Bontrager, Lexi Warren, Morgan Rich, Addison Tester, and Savannah Vliet. Front: Faith Beechy, Brina Williams, Chayenne Diaz, Becky 
Moore, Kyla Fryer, Janell Lambright, Andreya Bergeron, Emily Bontrager, and Shanna Miller. Not Pictured: Karlie Schrock, Katana Bibbee, Bentley Ryall, 
Kelsie Ward, Mason Clark, Lakota Everitt, Olivia Jasso, Clarence McAnich, and Brylee White.  Photo by Stopher-King Studio

Sponsored by
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1) Braden Eash, sophomore, shoots for two.

2) Sophomore Evan Litwiller clears his 

opponents’ head and attempts a basket.

3) Hunter Porter, junior, goes for a layup.

4) Freshman Christien Noward looks for an 

opening to pass the ball.

5) Maleek Myers, sophomore, gets ready to 

set a screen against Prairie Heights.
Photos by Roger Wenger

� ese photos and more are available for 
purchase at photos.lagwana.com.

JV Boys BasketballSponsored by
TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.
TROYER’S
SADDLERY INC.

3

5

1 2

4

3
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3 – ON – 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Team Name _________________________________________

Team Captain _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Ext _____________

Address ____________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip ___________ 

Division: Boys     Girls                   Ages: 10 – 12     13 – 15     16 – 18 
  Shirt Size (all adult sizes):
 CAPTAIN Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 2 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 3 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 4 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Shipshewana Mayfest

Friday, May 7,
Saturday, May 8, 2021
At The Cove
705 N. Morton St. Shipshewana

T-Shirts for everybody!
All games will have refs!
Teams limited to 4 players. Tournament 
is double elimination. Must be at 
least 2 entries in a given division for 
competition to take place.
Trophies will be awarded to 1st and 
2nd place teams in student divisions. 
Also, top two teams in 16 – 18 division 
may play in the open division FREE!
Entry Deadline April 23, 2021

Student Division $60
Make checks payable to LaGwana.
Send completed form and entry fee to:
LaGwana, PO Box 70
Shipshewana, IN 46565
phone: 260·768·7878
After May 6th, call 260-585-6050 for 
3 – on – 3 schedule and info.

Boy’s 16 – 18 division will be played Friday evening starting at 6. Boys 13 – 15 
division will start Friday evening at 6 and fi nish up on Saturday morning. Both 
divisions need to check in by 5:45pm (doors open at 5pm).
Saturday games will start at 8am with Boys 10 – 12, Girls 10 – 12, Girls 13 – 15, 
Girls 16 – 18 until the parade. After the parade we will fi nish up as needed.
Schedule for Saturday games will be available at the Friday evening 
tournament, at lagwana.com, facebook.com/LaGwana/, or call 260-585-6050 
after Thursday, May 6th.

Sponsored by:

(as of May 7)

(as of May 7)

(as of May 7)

(as of May 7)
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3 – ON – 3 BASKETBALL TOURNEY

Team Name _________________________________________

Team Captain _______________________________________

Phone _____________________________ Ext _____________

Address ____________________________________________

City ______________________ State ____  Zip ___________ 

email _______________________________________________

Division: Open     Century   Shirt Size:
 CAPTAIN Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 2 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 3 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Player 4 Name ________________________ Age _________ S     M     L     XL 

Shipshewana Mayfest

Saturday, May 8, 2021
At The Cove
705 N. Morton St. Shipshewana

T-Shirts for everybody!
All games will have refs!
Open and Century Divisions $75

Entry Deadline April 23, 2021

Make checks payable to LaGwana.
Send completed form and entry fee to:
LaGwana, PO Box 70
Shipshewana, IN 46565
phone: 260·768·7878
After May 6th, call 260-585-6050 for 3 – 
on – 3 schedule and info.

Sponsored by:

(as of May 8)

(as of May 8)

(as of May 8)

(as of May 8)

For anyone over 18 who still wants to play.

OPEN DIVISION: Teams limited to 4 
players, can be over 18 (but don’t HAVE to be).  Deadline 
is 12 o’clock noon, games start at approx. 2.

Must keep 100 years of experience on the court.

CENTURY DIVISION: Teams limited 
to 4 players (Century Division must keep 100 years on the 
court with 3 players at all times). Deadline is 12 o’clock 
noon, games start at approx. 1.

Cash Prizes
STARTS AT 1 PMSTARTS AT 1 PM

Guidelines:
Referees will call the games (their decisions are fi nal). 
Tournament is double elimination. Cash awards of $200 
(fi rst place) and $100 (second place) will be awarded. 
Entries (in these divisions only) will still be accepted until 
day of tournament. Must be at least three paid entries for 

competition to take place. Each team to pay $75 entry 
fee with pre-registration (in our offi ce by April 23). All 
pre-registered teams will get T-shirts. After that, please 
bring your $75 to the tournament site during the younger 
teams’ tournaments. Make checks payable to LaGwana.

Players cannot play in both the Century and Open Divisions.
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Advertiser Page

Ace Hardware of Topeka ................................16

CHU (Topeka General Store) .........................24

Dave’s Lawnscaping .........................................5

E & S Sales ........................................................6

Edward Jones ...................................................8

Farmview Landscape Ctr ...............................25

Forks County Line ..........................................30

Frontline Auto Tech .......................................26

Fry’s Repair Shop ...........................................18

Garage Sales

Shipshewana Townwide ...............................28

Topeka Townwide .........................................29

Grogg-Martin Realtors

Lantz, Rod ....................................................34

Gutwein Chiropractic .....................................22

Hummel Group ..............................................22

LaGrange Co. Health Dept .......................26, 30

LaGwana

Mayfest 3-on-3 .......................................44, 45

Media ............................................................48

Salesmen .......................................................46

Signs ..............................................................40

The Better We ...............................................20

Time change .................................................11

Liberty Clocks (Helmuth’s Woodworking) .....8

Midwest Eye Consultants ..............................22

Miller Family Sugarbush ................................11

Miller’s Electrical Service ...............................22

Naomi’s Candies & Café ...................................5

Oak Grove Tax Service ...................................14

Plumbing & Electrical ....................................22

Precision Turf Care, LLC ..................................4

Renew Hope Counseling, Inc .........................22

Shipshewana Fitness/Shipshe Nutrition ......14

Advertiser & Sponsor Index
Advertiser Page Advertiser Page

Sponsor Page

Many Thanks to Our Sponsors..
Sponsor Page

Dale’s Dependable Handyman Service ............6

Douglas G Whitehead DDS ............................32

E & S Sales ....................................................8, 9

Shipshewana Trading Place ...........................38

Southwind Flooring, Inc ..................................8

Springer Dental Care ......................................26

Topeka Pharmacy .....................................11, 30

Triple M Tire & Service ....................................4

Weaver Furniture Sales ..................................39

Frontline Auto Tech .......................................42

Frurip May Funeral Home .............................42

LaGwana ........................................ 7, 10, 25, 41

Shipshewana Trading Place ...........................27

Simple Sounds ................................................27

Tiffany’s ..........................................................41

Topeka Pharmacy ...........................................13

Troyer’s Saddlery ............................................43

Westview School Corp ........ 2, 3, 17, 19, 21, 23

Rod Lantz
260-591-4466
rod@lagwana.com

Cary Peters
574-849-9983
cary@lagwana.com

LaGwana Salesmen
meeting your sales needs 

Print 
Ads

Signage
Web

Marketing
Promotional

PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565
SE Corner 250N & 850W · P 260-768-7878
sales@lagwana.com · LaGwana.com
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MAPLE SYRUP EVENTS

Make – n – Take Crafts
Maple Tree Hand Prints

Saturday, March 13, 
10:00 am ONLY

Maple Wood Nature Center
Children will make a Sugar 

Maple tree using a hand and arm 
tracing. Attach a foil “bucket” and 
you have a seasonal keepsake.

Sap Run & Syrup Stroll: 5K Fun 
Run and 1 Mile Walk

Saturday March 13, 
Starting at 10:00 am

Maple Wood Nature Center
Walkers and runners of all 

ages and skill levels welcome! Th e 
course is a limestone park trail and 
paved road. Goody bags include 
pure maple syrup and winter head 
gear! Printable registration forms 
and links to online registration can 
be found on Friends of LaGrange 
County Parks Facebook page.  

Registration fee is yet to be 
determined. Updated informa-
tion will be posted soon on the 
Facebook page. Proceeds benefi t 
LaGrange County Parks. 
https://www.facebook.com/
FriendsOfLaGrangeCountyParks 

Sugar Bush Tours
Saturday March 13, 11:00 am – 

4:00 pm, (on the hour, every hour)
Maple Wood Nature Center
Take an easy walk through the 

Sugar Maple woods and learn about 
the process of making backyard 
maple syrup. Participants will taste 
a pure maple syrup sample. RSVP 
is required. Group size is limited 
to 25 people per hour. Tours are 
100 percent outdoors so dress to 
stay warm.

March Park News

Origami Turtles 
Tuesday, March 2, 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Maple Wood Nature Center
Th e Naturalist will read Yertle 

the Turtle and help each participant 
make and decorate an origami tur-
tle to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 
We will meet a live turtle! Families 
or groups must register for a 
45-minute time spot. Groups 
are limited to 25. No group will 
overlap. Easy for all ages with 
some folding help from an adult.
RSVP is required Leslie Arnold at 260-
463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org. 

Forest Bathing
Saturday, March 27, 10:00 am

Maple Wood Nature Center
A slow, quiet one-hour walk 

designed to awaken your senses and 
relax your mind. Th is walk is for 
adults and youth aged 12 and older. 
Space is limited to 25 walkers. 
RSVP is required to Leslie Arnold at (260) 
463-4022 or larnold@lagrangecounty.org. 

Folk Jam
Fourth Sunday, March 28, 

1:30 - 5:00 pm 
Maple Wood Nature Center
Jams are mostly folk, country, 

and bluegrass music, with other 
styles occasionally added. 
For more information, contact Erv Troyer, 
at 463-2247 or reo43@aol.com. 
RSVP to Erv Troyer.

RSVP to Leslie Arnold at 260-463-4022 
or larnold@lagrangecounty.org.

Not able to come Saturday? 
Contact Leslie to schedule a week-
day tour!

Drive-thru Syrup Sale 
Saturday March 20, 
8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Sunday March 21, 

11:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Maple Wood Nature Center
Pick up all your Maple Syrup 

Days festival favorites while staying 
safe and warm. Maple cotton candy, 
maple kettle corn, maple syrup 
suckers, plush fi nger puppets, and 
cloth shopping bags. 2020 discount-
ed maple syrup in pints, quarts, 
decorative tins and glass bottles. 
All items are “while supplies 
last.” Th ank you for your support!

All LaGrange County offi  ces 
are closed on Friday, April 2 
for Good Friday observance.
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As long as we are able, we will be bringing the games to you live. 

Gym admission is limited. 
Viewership is not.

Don’t miss the excitement of the game. 
Support the team and watch live.

PO Box 70 · Shipshewana, IN 46565 · SE Corner 250N & 850W 
P 260-768-7878 · sales@lagwana.com · LaGwana.com

The action 
won’t stop.

MEDIA

Be watching 
LaGwanaMedia.com 
for the upcoming 
sectional tournament 
games on March 1-6. 
Pairings for those games 
will be drawn on Sunday, 
February 21. If you want to 
watch the selection show, it 
will be livestreamed at: 
IHSAAtv.org.

The sectional games will all 
be played at Westview. 

We plan to bring 
you all the 
Westview action! 

We are required to stream 
on IHSAATV.org only and 
will be required to charge 
$10.55 to view the games.

Watch LaGwanaMedia.com 
for schedule changes. 

Check LaGwanaMedia.com 
for ongoing season updates.
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